3 












Win Damon Hill's 
Renault Spider 


Magazine 


cvee nage go for token and er.iry famv 



Weekend 


■XS 






■J»v 

**■ 


£20 off mortgages; high street sales healthy; house prices on an upward 
trend; jobless total falling; inflation record best for half a century, but... 

the feelgood factor? 





DIANE COYLE 

. Economics Editor 

Britain's homeowners received 
a substantial boost as the Chan. 
ceDor of the Exchequer re- 
duced the cost of borrowing 
yesterday for the third time in 
four months. The cut triggered 
another salvo in the escala ting 
mortgage price war. 

- Jubilant Tories with an eye 
on the general election pre- 
dicted a return of the feelgood 
factor after the Chancellor cut 
base rates by a further quarter 
of 1 per cent; to 6 per cent. 

Kenneth Clarke forecast a 
bumper year for business, in- 
sisting that running the. econo- 
my properly was a key way of. 
rallying public support behind 
the Conservatives. ; 

His buoyancy underlined the 


Government’s optimism that 
the economy will turn out to be 
an electoral asset, thanks to a 
tide of helpful figures - a view 
hacked by a Labour peer, the 
eminent economist Lord Desai. 
The housing market has start- 
ed showing signs of recovery , 
retail sales are climbing, un- 
employment is steadily declin- 
ing and inflation has been lower 
for longer than at any time since 
1948.-:.. 

■ " Mr Clarke is confident that 
he wilibe able to reap the ben- 
efits of low inflation and steady 
growth: But even if theheadhne 
numbers continue to be so 
favourable, which other econ- 
omists still doubt, they will nor 
necessarily deliver success in the 
polling booths. 

A “feel-a -bit-better” factor, 
against , a background of job 


insecurity and high levels of 
debt, of renewed decline in 
manufacturing and falling in- 
vestment, is unlikely to trans- 
late into votes in the same way 
as “feel good” factor. 

■ Yesterday's fall in home loan 
costs will help a bit Britain's two 
biggest lenders, the Halifax and 
Abbey National, followed by 
others, swiftly announced mort- 
gage rate cuts that will save bor- 
rowers between £7 and £20 a 
month on an average £50,000 
loan. 

There are more cuts to come. 
The Nationwide, which recent- 
ly undercut most other lenders 
in order to demonstrate the 


benefits of remaining a mutu- 
al society, said it would re- 
spond with a further reduction. 
Its 6.99 per cent variable mort- 
gage rate remains below the rale 
of 7.24 per cent most societies 
announced yesterday. 

Mr Clarke decided to cut 
base rates again because infla- 
tionary pressures have contin- 
ued to recede. His chance came 
after the Bank of England said 
recently that the Government 
was likely t o meet its Z5 per amt 
inflation target. 

The reduction yesterday 
morning, after the Chancel- 
lor's Thursday afternoon meet- 
ing with the Governor of the 


Bank of England, Eddie 
George, looks at odds with re- 
cent signs that the housing mar- 
ket and consumer spending 
were already recovering. How- 
ever, in a sign of the diverging 
fortunes of Britain's "dual" 
economy, the fates I figures 
show manufacturing output in 
decline, a fall in investment 
spending by industry and a 
sharp slowdown 
growth. 

Businesses therefore wel- 
comed yesterday's cut in inter- 
est fates, "w'ith some 
immediately calling for anoth- 
er, if Lhc economy’s slowdown 
continued. Yet financial markets 


in export 


The view from the high street; the winners and losers, page 3; 
. leading article, page 18; Business comment, page 21 


were lukewarm about the move. 
Share prices dived after news of 
astonishingly strong job cre- 
ation in the US last month de- 
stroyed widespread hopes that 
American interest rates would 
fall, helping sustain the down- 
ward trend here. 

City analysis are divided be- 
tween those who think the 
Chancellor will push base rates 
even lower regardless and those 
who fear he is engineering an 
upturn which will force him to 
increase them later this year. 

Interviewed by ITN. Mr 
Clarke contradicted the eco- 
nomic forecasters who are ar- 
guing that interest rates will 
have to rise again later in the 
year - a development that could 
railitaie against the Government 
leaving the election to the last 
possible date of May next year. 


The Chancellor insisted: 
“Consumer spending is going 10 
grow this year because are go- 
ing to have more money in their 
pockets, real money, not funny 
inflationary' money, not money 
the economy cannot afford, 
money' that's come because of 
all the measures that wc have 
taken over the last three or four 
years. " 

He is right as far as this goes. 
But the Government can not ex- 
pect much credit for narrow 
successes with some aspects of 
the economy when voters' lack 
faith in the wider framework 
of its policies for jobs and 
industry. 

Here is the dilemma for the 
Government: good news for 
the consumer is irrelevant in an 
atmosphere of industrial decline 
and job insecurity. 
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PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

RpHiical ConBSpontJent; . ... 

Three senior ministers are 

ILy planks in Lord Mackay’s 
divorce reforms, causing serious 
embarrassment to the Govern- 
ment over the already troubled 
proposals. 

. The two issues at the centre 
of the controvefsy are the in- 
troduction of the “no- fault” 
divorce and a uninfanum 12- 
moqth cooling-off period. 

AXJovernment source said 
John Gummer, Secretary of 
Stale for the Environment, Ann 
Widdecombe, Minister of State 
• - -at the Home . Office and 
Michael Anccsun; Minister of: 
State at the Northern Ireland : 
Office., were expected to oppose 
the Government ^ when so-caSed 
“c6nsderice r clauses on the 
two issuesm the Family Law Bill - 
. reach the Commons, Such a 
high-profile protest wotridboost 
the ^opposition campaign, or- 
chestrated by former. Cabinet - 
..jainistsrs Joan Redwood and 
John Fatten and. a substantial' 
section of the Tory backbench. 

. All three ministers have 
strong religious connections. 
Mr Giunmerarid Miss Widde- 
-Combebofo left the Anglican 
: Church .to' become Roman 
‘CathoOcs • over the issue, of 
- women. priests.. Mr Ancram at-. 
“ ^tended Ampleforth Cdllege, 

. the Catholic public school, and 
mar ried 'a member of the Rtza- ■ 
Inn Howard, family headed by 
the country's leading eslaBKsh- 
ment . Catholic, : the Duke of 
Norfolk. 

- The BiD, with its “no fault”, 
clause and cut in the minimum 
waiting period; for a divorce 


from a possible fire yearejo one, 
» set to b$gi» it? Cotninohs 
stagss before Easter, It still 
has to clear a Tory rebellion at 
Monday's Lords Third Reading, 
when Lady Young, the farmer. 
Conservative minister, will press 
for a vote to increase the peri- 
. od of “reflection and consider- 
ation” JErpm 12 months to 18. 

- In order to ensure that a co- 
herent Bill emerges from the 
Commons, the Government is 
expected to adopt a procedure 
.similar to that used during the 
1990 Abortion BilJ. That is 
likely, to mean the Second and 
Third Readings are “whipped” 

- with Toiy MPs being expect- 
ed fo vote with the Government 
But free votes on issues of con- 
science, such as the retention of 
fault and the waiting time, 
would be taken on the floor of 
the House as part of the Bill’s 
Committee Stage. 

The device is calculated to 
enable the Government to gel 
"the Bill passed without being 
forced to rely on Labour dur- 
ing the principal stages. While 
‘Government business managers 
.would" hope for support 
• throughout of the entire “pay- 
roll vote” from ministers and 
parliamentary private secre- 
taries. the omens are not good. 

'• . Lord- Mackay, the Lord 
Chancellor, vrifo introduced the 
BAi, said yesterday: “I am con- 
cerned that any extension in this 
minimum penbd for obtaining 
a' divorce may unnecessarily 
increase .the trauma for children 
involved in foe divorce process, 
for whom a year can seem a very 
long time.” Lord Mackay has 
come under severe attack from' 
■ Government colleagues for in- 
sisting on bringing in the Bill. - 



Sober teens 
shun rebellion 


Blooming marvellous: Arthur Brf r frim»BiaTtf»amNhiiseries,NewtitmAbbciL Devon, unwrapping 
one of his Cymbiditim hybrids for the annual orchid show which opens today at the 
Royal Horticultural Society Hail, Westminster Photograph: Dilion Bryden 


GLENDA COOPER 

Today's teenagers are unlikely 
to be storming foe barricades lb 
demand their rights, according 
to a new survey commissioned 
by Barnadcfs. Instead, they 
think the legal age for marriage 
should be raised to IS, see a 
good education as essential 
and want to see the death 
penalty’ restored. 

In one of the most compre- 
hensive surveys ever of young 
people’s attitudes, it emerges 
lhai rather than rebelling 
against their parents, teenagers 
respect adults’ points of view. 
More than nine out of ten 
young people believe parents 
should have a say in what is 
taught in schools. And six 
out of ten believe that sex ed- 
ucation for under-1 2s should be 
at the discretion of their 
parents. 

Three-quarters think that 
being well-educated is “essen- 
tial" or “very important". For- 
mal exams are seen as foe best 
way of judging ability by near- 
ly half and 80 per cent feel that 
publishing exam results of sec- 
ondary schools is useful for 
parents. 

Even so. 57 per cent worry 
about getting a job at the end 
of their education. 

Tough on crime and lough on 
the causes of crime, young peo- 
ple think that reducing pover- 
ty would be an effective way 
of dealing with it, along with 
more discipline in school and in 
families. 

More than 60 per cent 
think that the courts should be 
able It' sentence murderers to 
death. 

Even at the younger end of 
the scale, there is deep suspicion 
of the fairness of the justice sys- 
tem in Britain today. Given a 
scenario in which two people ap- 
peared in court charged with an 
offence they did not commit, 44 
per cent thought that an Afro- 


Caribbean was more likely to be 
found guilty than someone 
while and 64 per cent felt that 
a poor person was more likely 
to be found guilty than some- 
one rich. 

The survey, in which 12 to 
19-year-olds "were interviewed 
about race, gender, crime, 
morality and politics, discovered 
that foey were clearer on what 
they thought of God than what 
they they thought of politics. 
While a quarter said that foey 
did not know how they would 
vote, nearly 60 per cent said they 
believed in God. 

Bui this generation at least 
seem more committed to equal- 
ity than those which went be- 
fore. They believe in living 
together before and as an al- 
ternative to marriage, and think 
that a single parent can bring up 
a child just as well as two. 
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The Irish government has 
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Girl, IQ found in squalor with dying father 


PETER VICTOR 

; Social workers left a 10-year-old 
girl, in appalling conditions to 
care for her dying father, it was 
c laim ed yesterday. The child 
had been struggling to cope in 
horrendous conditions for 
weeks before social services 
/acted. 

• ■ The girl’s plight only came to 
light when she told a children's 
home worker.' P eggy Calder, 
what was happeningwhen they 
met at a disco organised to raise 
f unds for foe home. 

-Ms Calder, 46, who works at 
a children's home in Skegness, 
Lincolnshire, decided to inves- 
tigate and was appalled ty what 


she found. “1 went to the house 
with her and I couldn’t believe 
my eyes - 1 could have cried," 
she said. “I have never seen any- 
thing like ib 

“There -was a dead guinea pig 

and a dead bird in their cages 
in foe kitchen and rhere were 
hundreds of maggots in foe 
bottoms of the cages. The house 
-was knee-deep m all manner of 
things. You needed a gas mask. 

“There were hundreds jnd 
hundreds of mouse droppings 
under ih&sink. She fold me foey 
had been' haying a lot of trou- 
ble with mice and she had been 
hying to trap them in foe oven." 1 
: It was not until weeks later 
that foe child’s 59-year-old fa- 


ther was eventually admitted to 
hospital dying of lung cancer. 
The girl’s parents were divorced 
seven years ago. Her mother, 
who Knew nothing of her 
daughters plight, is now re-mar- 
ried and living with her new 
family tn Kent. 

Ms Calder said foe girL who 
had scabies, was starving be- 
cause her father, who gave up 
his factory job and was bedrid- 
den, was too ill to cook far her. 
“She told me foe was doing her 
best but had run out of recipe 
ideas. That is from a 10-year- 
old. It was heartbreaking." 

Ms Calder said she ap- 
proached social services im- 
mediately but heard nothing 


from them so over a week lat- 
er foe look matters into her own 
hands and escorted foe child to 
the Skegness office. “Then they 
went to foe house to offer some 
help but her father refused be- 
cause he was scared she would 
be taken away from him. 

“A social worker called later 
and told me they could do 
nothing because they' couldn't 
go barging into people's hous- 
es where foey weren't wanted. 

“But they didn’t do anything 
else after that. I went down a 
third time, but they’ didn't want 
to know. I was given an emer- 
gency number but 1 got ab- 
solutely nothing from that 
either.” In the end. Ms Calder 


phoned foe police and arranged 
for an ambulance for foe girl's 
father. 

Lincolnshire Social Services 
area manager, Norman Pitch- 
er. claimed social workers act- 
ed quickly to assist foe family. 
“As soon as we were aware of 
the situation we attended and 
offered our services but they 
were refused," he said. 

“But we are uying to work 
with foe family as we always do 
rather than just stepping in 
and taking over." 

The girl is now living at the 
Derbyshire Children’s Home in 
Skegness and Ms Calder has 
begun legal proceedings to 
adopt her. 
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way for clash 
on referendum 
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DONALD MACINTYRE 

Kenneth Clarke. Lhe Chancel- 
lor. yesterday cleared the way to 
a Cabinet showdown by show- 
ing no signs of giving up his fighi 
to stop the Government promis- 
ing a referendum before Britain 
joins a single currency. 

The Chancellor’s continued 
stand emerged as the anti-Eu- 
ropean Union Sir James Gold- 
smith, whose Referendum Party 
is posing a threat to (he Times 
in marginal seats, warned that 
such a referendum should be on 
more than a single currency - and 
should take place before or at the 
time of the next general election. 
Sir James also announced that his 
party would hold a full confer- 
ence in October. 

Mr Clarke said in at least two 
broadcast interviews yesterday 
(hat “nothing had been 
decided" in yesterday's Cabinet 
discussion which injected pow- 
erful - and now probably irre- 
sistible momentum - into the 
campaign within Government to 
make an early commitment to 
a single currency referendum 

Mr Garke’s stand - backed 
at present by Michael Heseltinc. 


the Deputy Prime Minister - en- 
sures a lough debate when the 
Cabinet discusses a Foreign Of- 
fice paper on the mechanics of 
a referendum before Easier. But 
few ministers or senior MPs ex- 
pect the pro-European Mr 
Clarke to seek to exercise a 
“veto” over the decision by 
threatening to resign in the face 
of a growing consensus in favour 
of pledging a referendum. 

That view was underlined 
yesterday when Sir Norman 
Fowler, an influential former se- 
nior Cabinet minister and par- 
ty chairman, joined the calls for 
a referendum promise by de- 
claring: “I do not think it is 
remotely possible for the single 
currency issue to be settled 
quietly and privately inside 
government." Sir Norman is a 
close friend of both Mr Major 
and Mr Clarke. 

The Cabinet looks increas- 
ingly likely to approve a policy 
- sought by a majority of cen- 
tre-right MPs us well as a limited 
number on the pro-European 
left - which would oblige the 
Cabinet to hold a plebiscite af- 
ter deciding to join a single cur- 
rency. Speaking after the EU 


summit in Madrid in December 
Mr Major said that "if there 
were to be a referendum, the 
time fora referendum would be 
after the British Cabinet had de- 
cided that it wished to recom- 
mend going in and it would then 
seek an endorsement of that in 
a referendum." 

But that still leaves open sev- 
eral questions - which will be 
addressed in the FCO paper - 
such as whether all ministers 
would have to take collective re- 
sponsibility by campaigning for 
a single currency, and whether 
Parliament would be required to 
approve membership of the Eu- 
ropean Montctaiy Union before 
or after such a referendum. 

Sir James, who announced 
yesterday he had recruited more 
than 400 candidates to fight the 
next election, said his party 
had engaged MORI to do its 
opinion research, and had 
1S.500 “active supporters 
throughout the country". 

He~said the promise of a ref- 
erendum should definitely go 
ahead and “should allow for a 
full debate on the sort of Eu* 
rope of w hich Britain wanted to 
be a part”. 



Thorny issues: Tony Blair addresses Labour’s Scottish conference yesterday 
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Blair warns of ‘hard choices’ 


‘Brookside’ chief predicts 
five-night week for soaps 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Tony Blair warned Lhe Scottish 
Labour conference yesterday 
that ‘‘Government is about hard 
choices", and said he had asked 
shadow ministers to find spend- 
ing cuts in order to free re- 
sources for Labour’s priorities. 

“1 have asked the Shadow 
Cabinet to submit to me their 
written bids spelling out their 
priorities and their legislative 
demands. And I tell them, as to- 
day j tell Vou, that some of them 
will be disappointed." he said. 

Only if Labour could show it- 


to those hard choices so that at 
the election we put to the peo- 
ple what we wifl actually do. T 
will not have anything in our 
manifesto that 1 do not hand on 
heart, believe a Labour gov- 
ernment will be able to do." 

The Labour leader took on 
left-wing critics in the party’s tra- 
ditional heartland Referring 
to attacks on shadow Chancel- 
lor Gordon Brown's welfare-to- 
work plans, he said: “I rage at 
their stupidity." He dismissed 
calls to scrap Trident nuclear 
weapons as "posturing". 

Mr Blair defended bis shad- 


MAR1ANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 


Every major soap opera on 
television will soon be broadcast 
five limes a week, the creator 
of Brookside. Phil Redmond, 
predicted yesterday. 

The millionaire producer 
warned that the sheer eco- 
nomics of competition would 
force the networks to dominate 
broadcasting with wall-to-wall 
Coronation Street. EastEndcrs. 
Brookside and Emmeniale. 

Mr Redmond. 4o, who owns 
Mersey Television, which makes 
Brookside and the teen soap 
HoQvoaks. said: “Tam quite sure 


we will go to five nights. U is a 
financial decision for Channel 
4 to make, but I would be ex- 
tremely surprised if they did 
not." 

Brookside has experimented 
with showing five nights a week- 
most recently last year when it 
did one-off specials covering the 
discovery of Trevor’s body and 
the trial of Beth and Mandy. But 
a Channel 4 spokesman said 
there were no plans to extend 
the show. “There are several is- 
sues involved. One is the cost 
But another is whether you 
can keep up the quality'." 

Industry insiders acknowl- 
edge the logic of showing the 


major soaps every weekday decisions would 
night, but point out that Cross- . elected, he said. “Between now- 
mads had to be cut back from and the election we will face up 

five nights to raise its quality. 

Coronation Street announced 
plans to go four nights a week _ 

last year, but with the fourth IV I MV 
episode likely to be on Sunday. " A ’ T * 

Alan Yeniob, controller of 
BBC1. has denied plans to ex- DAVID McKITTl 
tend EastEnders. But he added: Ireland Correspt 
“One can’t be po-faccd about 
this. Clearly those serials are of The chairman o 
huge value* to the audience.” Ireland Police 
Both EttstEnders and Com- yesterday sacke 
nation Street regularly attract long-running dis 
IS million viewers compared left the body in 
with a core Brookside audience Differences i 

of five to six million. policing and opei 


self capable of making difficult ’ow Chancellor’s plan to cut 
decisions would it deserve to be benefits for young people who 


.refuse work or training. “These 
are not the despised skivvy 


schemes of the lories. These are 
real employment and tr ainin g 
opportunities, with proper qual- 
ifications written into them. If 
a government is going to make 
that its first specific spending 
pledge ... then those young peo- 
ple have an obligation to par- 
ticipate,” he said. 

A series of critical motions 
sent to the party’s Edinburgh 
Conference were watered down 
and votes which might embar- 
rass the leadership were avert- 
ed yesterday. .. But not all 
discontent was suppressed. 
Maria Fyfe, MP for Glasgow 
Maxyhiil; criticised 4 Mr Blair 
for turning the party into a per- 
sonal “Tan.clubTl 

Mr Blair warned his party 
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against complacency saying: 

“Though we are well placed, 
there is a long way to go.” 

He said the Shadow Cabinet 
must begin preparations for a 
smooth transition to govern- 
ment and told the conference: 

“1 have asked colleagues to 
submit proposals that will make 
a difference at littleor no cost. 

And Thave asked them to look 
for savings in their own de- 
partmental areas so that we can 

change priorities., loo” 

"He gavethe example of the 
promise to abolish the assisted 
places scheme, which , helps , Dulwich CoUege has appointed 
children of lower income fam- a new- headmaster to replace 
Hies to get private schools, and Antpiiy .yerity, who resigned 
.taput the sav&gs into reducing »over allegations of-sexual ha- 
infant class sizes for all. rassment of winch he was sub- 

sequently cleared. Graham 

. " Abie, 48. takes charge of the 

^ Z — £6,000-a-year south London 


A residents’ chairwoman who 
spent-£23,000 of her neigh- 
hours’ money on "designer y 
clothes was jailed for nine 
months. Anna Scollay^ 59-. 
dressed in Dior and Annahi 
bought with stolen and forged . & 
cheques from Lynwood Close 
RjeadentsAssodatioa in north- Fy 
east London,. Snaresbrpok 
Grown Court. heard. ' r . :r 


Mayhew sacks Ulster police chairman 

v • I'm Winnie, fly me 


DAVID McKTTTRlCK 

Ireland Correspondent 

The chairman of the Northern 
Ireland Police Authority was 
yesterday sacked following a 
long-running dispute which has 
left the body in some disarray. 

Differences of opinion on 
policing and openness appear to 


concise crossword 


weather 



have combined with personal- 
ity dashes. Sir Patrick Mayhew, 
Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, sacked the authority 
chairman, Belfast solicitor and 
former Alliance Party politician 
David Cook, at a meeting at 
Stormont Castle after he re- 
fused to resign. A leading mem- 
ber of the authority, journalist 


TODAY'S FORECAST: Scotland 
«*H start rium) «dOi now for 
Ow Mt and a strong southern 
wind, but it no Wfljtoi lator on. 
The Northern Me* should stay 
dry. but It wfl be wtady. Northern 
Ireland, Wales and western 
parts of England shorfd stay dry 
wtUi some aatsMns. but atao a 
brisk breeze. Showers over 
northern end custom Entfand 
Wffl give way to drier, brighter 
weather wMi a cooing breoa. 
OUTLOOK FOR TOE NEXT FEW 
DAYS: Most places will be dry 
with hazy sunshine during 
Scnday. Howeuer. there wfl tie a 
cooSng south or southeast wind 
with rah) bi the far northwest. 
Rain ts also Beaty there durbar 
Monday along with a southerly 
gale. Elsewhere It should May 
dry and bright, but with the wind 
picMng up tron tbo south. Rain 
mil move east across the UK 


and author Chris Ryder, was 
similarly sacked. 

The infighting and disagree- 
ment have dragged on for so 
long that some resignations or 
removals from the body that has 
general oversight over the Roy- 
al Ulster Constabulary had 
come to seem inevitable. 

Mr Cook and Mr Ryder are 


generally perceived as modest 
reformers. Their approach 
foiled, however, to win over a 
majority of authority members. 

Meanwhile, Unionist politi- 
cians were alarmed at reports 
of proposals such as dropping 
the flying of the Union flag on 
police stations and abolishing 
the oath sworn by constables. 


Spinster Winnie Hastings is to 
spend her £100,000 fife savings 
on a Concorde flight with: 100 
friends from her. church in 
Yarmouth, Isle of Wight. Win- 
nie, 86, who smokes 20 ciga- 
rettes a day and has no relatives, 
said: “I can't take it with me and 
I don't want to hand it over to 
the Government" 


Tories rally to 
Boothroyd’s aid 
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FWTRfClA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

West Bromwich Conservatives 
are rallying behind their local 
Labour MP, the Commons 
Speaker, Betty Boothroyd, who 
has been the victim of repeat- 
ed claims by Westminster Tories 
that she is biased towards the 
Opposirioo. 

The whispering campaign 
even included the suggestion 
that the Conservatives in her 
West Bromwich West con- 
stituency ought to breach the 
convention . that they should 
not put up a candidate against 
her at the next election. While 
Ms Boothroyd could be ex- 
pected to retain the seat, which 
she held in 1992 with a 7,830 
majority, such a move would 
seriously dent her standing. 

The local Conservative As- 
sociation yesterday insisted that 
fielding a candidate against her 
was on t of the question. 'Same 
senior Tbries have gone further 
and indicated thefr support for 
her in her role as speaker. . 

Spurred by reports in last 
Sunday’s -.newspapers, Ms 
Boothroyd took decisive ac- 
tion this week when she used 
her regular meeting with Alas- 
tair Goodlad, the Government 
Chief Whip; to demand an end 
to the allegations of bias.. ; 

She is undeistood to have sin- 
gled out a group of Tory MPs 
believed to be at the centre of 
the campaign, including Alan 
Duncan, MP for Rutland and 
parliamentary private secretary 
to Brian Mawhinney, the Con- 
servative Parly Chairman. 

Ms Boothroyd was elected 
Speaker in April 1992 after.se- 
curing substantial Conserva- 
tive support to beat her Tory 
opponent, Peter Brooke. 

Since then, however, some 
MPs have compared her un- 


favourably with her Conserva- 
tive predecessor, Lord Weath- 
erill. One minister said; 
“Bernard Wea the rill bent over 
backwards not to .help his own 
side." The minister empha- 
sised, however, that Ms Booth- 
royd was there “to support the 
rights of the backbench MP". 

The fact also remains that she . 
has never ejected a Conserva- 
tive backbencher for misbe- 
haviour, but she has evicted the 
Labour MPs Dale Campbell- 
Savours and Dennis Skinner/ - 
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Nat West 


Notional Westminster Bank: 
announces that - 
with effect from 
8 March 1996 
its Bose Rote- ■ 
is reduced from 
6.25% to 6.00% per annum. 

All facilities (including regulated consumer credit 
agreements]; with a rate of iriterest lirilced to- - 
NatWest Base Rate will be varied accordingly. 
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Virqln Dire« Perwrul Financial Seruira Ltd is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority ana IMRO. The pnee of units and any income .rom tnemcan i 
down as well « up. You may not get back all the money you invert The basic of u» may change in the future Virgin Direct does not otter investment advice 
make any recommendations about inveflmeno. We only market our own products. For your security, all telephone tails to Virgin P.req will be recorded. 


London. Householders are choosing to invest in existing homes, rather than moving Photograph: John Voos 






? The feelgood factor: Homeowners staying put as lack of job security blamed for continued property slump 
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WILL BENNETT- “ ' 
and CLARE GARNER 

Alex Centro feds h easier to seQ 
expensive properties in north 
and west Lon don than he does 
those at the tower end of the 
markeL Confidence among 
buyers with modest incomes is 
slavery fragile..: . _ V_‘ . . 

Despite yesterday’s cur in 
the interest rate - the third ra- 
the past four months- and last 
month's 0.9 per cent rise in 
house prices, many buyers are 
$still too worried about job 
security to venture into the 
property market 

Mr Centro, sales manager for 
Oakleys estate agents, said: “11 
is not interest-rates which are 
the problem, it is job security. : 
People are not goi^ to commit 
themselves to a 25-year mort- 
gage when they have only got a 
job contractfor oneyear." 

“Things me. improving slow- 
ly but surely. The top end of the 
market is going prietty well and 
we are looking for more prop- 
erty to sell aftnat end, while the 
less highly valued areas are 
more difficult" 

Throughout the economy,: 
the picture is one of a cautious 
recovery, with, people being 


choosy about what they buy and 
both families and businesses 
very wary of committing ihem- 

J ooath aif^Bastabfe , of^or- 
rough & Company, an estate 
agents in Newbury, Berkshire, 
said: “1 don't think yon can say 
interest, rate cut, therefore 
improvement in the property 
market' 

- “Butit will have a cumulative 
effect on propeny values and in- 
crease confidence.” 

“A quarter of 1 per cent off 
interest rates does not mean a 
dramatic difference, it is just a 
continuation of the general im- 
provement in the market that 
has been going on around New- 
bury for 18 months to two years 
now.” 

A spokesman for Dixons, 
theelectrical goods group, said: 
“The interest rate cut is not like- 
ly to have any immediate effect 
on sales. 

.- “In the longer term it might 
stimulate sales if the housing 
market was to pick up. How- 
ever, consumers are spending 
selectively and there is no evi- 
dence of a feelgood factor along 
the lines of that experienced in 
the 1980s:" ' 

. The department store chain 


John Lewis, which sells many 
household furnishings , report- 
ed a 9 per cent increase in sales 
last year and believes that that 
confidence is slowly starting to 
return to the High StreeL 
Stuart Hampson, the com- 
pany chairman, said: “The ear- 
ly years of this decade caused 


us real pain as the property sec- 
tor went into decline, but in this 
third year of profit growth we 
have felt distinct signs that cus- 
tomers are feeling more confi- 
dence and are getting back to 
investing in their homes." 

“What we are seeing now is 
no repeat of the 1980s but the 


propeny market does seem to 
be on the move again. Some 
people are finding it suits them 
well to take rented houses 
rather than buying ... and more 
people are able and willing to 
invest in their existing homes in- 
stead of moving." 

But the rate cut was greeted 


without much enthusiasm by 
shoppers yesterday. Carolyn 
Putter, a teacher and mother of 
two from Newbury, said: “I 
suppose it is a move 'in the right 
direction but I would think 
there have got to be more sig- 
nificant moves in the right di- 
rection for it to take effect." 


Belinda While, a pensioner 
from Marlborough, Wiltshire, 
said: “1 think it is awful news, i 
am living on my investments. 
Our investments go lower and 
lower and all our biUs go up and 
up. 

"Quite honestly, I think the 
Government ought to go." 


ic Chancellor 


Consumer spending has grown 
more slowly during the 1990s 
than at any time since before the 
First World V&r. Even during : 
the depression of the-; 1930s 
there were years when people 
could increase their speeding at' 
a faster rate than they have dur- 
jng this “fedKbad? decade.;- ,-' 

^ - Clmncellor Kenneth Clarke 
faces aat uphill struggle, to re- 
store some feelgood to. the 
economy before die general 
electibft'Btit tfier&are sigfasTit 
• an improving housing market, 
whose collapse made a pro- 
found contribution to Britain’s 

loss of economic morale 

There is growing evidence 
that the three reductions in 
the level of base riles since De- 
cember combined with the 
mortgage price war have start- 
ed to help the housing market. 
. recover. The rise in house prices 
last month was the biggest for 


two years and the seventhin suc- 
cession, the' Halifax building so- 
tiety reported tins week. For the 
ft^timesmrethebeginningof 
1995, house prices were higher 
than they had been ayearear- . 
her. This foDowed. reports of an 
increasing house sales and high- 
er mortgage borrowing. 

' 11 Utf'fo ahnrifcfoh and a hftif . 
people remain trapped by neg- 
ative equity thanks to the drop 
in house prices since the 1989 
peak. But experts estimate that 
it would not'take abig increase, 
in prices to whittle these num- 
bers away. Pricesrriangal an an- 
nual rare of 3-4 percent would 
■ almost e&minale negative equity 
within two years: 

Gary Marsh, chief econo- 
mist at the Halifax, expected ex- 


actly this sort of steady recov- 
ery. “The housing market will 
hot be like the 1980s but it wilJ 
get on to a more even keel. A 
more stable economy makes for 
a more stable housing mar- 
ket," he said. But he adds that 
the psychological scars of the 
market’s collapse will be only 
gradually erased. . \ . 

There are those who believe 
Britain is poised for another 
boom. David Miles, Professor 
of Finance arlmperial College, 
London, argued:"The pent-up 
demand wul be released as 
soon as people become con- 
vinced that we have gone past 
the bottom. There is a reason- 
able chance of a very powerful 
upswing in house prices." 

However, it would come too 
late to helptbe Chancellor. “We 
could see a veiy strong 1997 and 
1998," Prof Miles said. “Like the 
building society windfalls, it 


will happen the other side of the 
election." 

Share handouts from budd- 
ing societies -which w HI total 
about £15bn by the end of 1997 
- are one reason most econo- 
mists join Mr Garke m pre- 
dicting an increase in consumer 
spending. Consumers are also 
expected to spend some of the 
proceeds from maturing Tessas, 
estimated at around £45bn this 
year and next The rebate on 
electricity bills and income tax 
cuts that take effect in ApriTwfl] 
be the icing on the cake. 

There are already signs that 
spending is picking up. Official 
figures showed that retail sales 
volumes dipped in January, but 
trends are leading upwards. A 
CBI survey this week revealed 
firm sales on the high street in 
February, alongside a surge in 
optimism among retailers. 

Most forecasts for 1996 pre- 


dict that there will be enough 
of an increase in spending com- 
pared with last year to offseL 
weakness in exports and in- 
vestment, which were disap- 
pointing in late 1995. Although 
few are as optimistic as the 
Chancellor, most think the 
economy can grow at about its 
long run trend rate - or Mr 
Clarke's “sustainable rate". 

Leo Doyle, an economist at 
City investment bank Klein- 
wort Benson, cautions that the 


improvement in spending looks 
good only In’ comparison with 
earlier weakness. “Cautious 
spending of windfalls does not 
make people feel good in the 
same way as solid increases in 
their incomes," he said. “Job in- 
security wDl make it hard to en- 
gineer^ return of the feel-good 
factor." 

The financial markets fed 
that further reductions in the 
cost of borrowing would involve 
running risks with inflation, so 


the Government may not be 
able engineer a feelgood factor 
before ihe election. “If people 
feel good, Kenneth Garke will 
have gone too far." said Geof- 
frey Dicks, a Gty economist at 
NaiWest Markets. “It lakes 20 
per cent growth in house prices 
and huge increases in consumer 
spending to make us happy. If 
you have that land of party there 
"is always a hangover." 

Diane Coyle 


Saddam 
Hussein 
has Fide 
chess men 
in cheque 


WILLIAM HARTSTON 

Chess Correspondent 

Alter a year or negotiations and 
prevarication, the Internation- 
al Chess Federation fFidc.l has 
found a sponsor for its world- 
championship match between 
Anatnlv Karpov and Gaia Kam- 
sky. It will be in Baghdad, with 
President Saddam Hussein 
guaranteeing a S2m (£1.3m) 
prize fund and performing the 
opening ceremony when the 
battle begins in June. 

It brings new hope of recog- 
nition to a regime shattered by 
years of war. starved of inter- 
national investment through its 
own internal conflicts and the 
unpredictable decisions of its 
autocratic leadership. Iraq has 
had problems too. but over re- 
cent years has been relatively 
peaceful compared with the 
world of chess. 

Fide's problems came to a 
head in 1993 when Gurry Kas- 
parov and Nigel Short broke 
away to found the Profession- 
al Chess Association (PCA) 
and lake their w orld title match 
away from Fide. This resulted 
in two rival championship con- 
tests, with Anatoly Karpov win- 
ning the Fide crown, while 
Kasparov took the PCA version. 
Both organisations found it in- 
creasingly difficult to attract and 
maintain sponsorship: Fide 
lacked the the strongest player 
in the world, while the PCA 
lacked the official sanction of 
the world governing body. 

In 1994, Fide's president, 
Florenrio Campomanes, was re- 
elected on a platform promis- 
ing to reunity the titles. A year 
later, however, he had neither 
delivered a peace treaty nor 
found an organiser for the Kao- 
pov-Kamsky world-title match. 

In January. Campomanes 
was replaced "by Kirsan flumji- 
nov. 33, the millionaire Presi- 
dent of Kalmykiya, an oil-rich 
republic within Russia. He has 
taken some extraordinary, de- 
risions. the most controversial 
of which, before the Baghdad 
bombshell, was to replace the 
three-year world championship 
cycle and gladiatorial title 
matches with a single annual 
knock-out tournament lasting a 
couple of weeks. 


It’s never been easier to borrow 


CLIFFORD GERMAN . 

Personal Finance Editor 

The steady downward pressure 
on interest rates has cut bor- 
rowing rates to their lowest 
levels in a quarter of a century: 
The main lenders have cut stan- 
dard variable ra tes lb 7.24 per 
cent, but borrowers can easily 
pick up loans at rates well be- 
low that. 

Bradford & Binglq' Direct, 
who offer mortgages over the 
phone, are already down to a 
standard variable Tate of .6.25 
i5&r cent with no. hidden extras 
[o good credit risks: ^Scarbor- 
ough Building Society is offer- 
ing fixed-rate loans at 0.25 per 
cent for ayear, and the Rwtman 
Building Society- chipped in 
yesterday by offering fixed rates 


What you save with the new rate 


Old. rate 7,49%' ' 


Mortgage 
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-New rate 7J25%: Difference 
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£1320 

£718.86-; 

£70440; 

£14.76 


of just 4.99 per cent until May 
199 8.- 

Cheap mortgages are good 
news for home-owners, but as 
base rates fall savers have seen 
their income from traditional 
savings halved . in less than two 


years. The Halifax were al- 
ready 'offering savers just 2.75 
per cent before tax on small 
stuns of £500 in instant access 


deposits, 
Inve 


nvestors willing to gwe 60 to 
90 days notice to withdraw 


money could expect only 325 to 
3.40 per cent on sums of £1.000 
before yesterday, and savings 
rales seem certain to fall by 
around 025 per cent in the next 
few weeks. 

Savers who have taken out 
new Tax-Exempt Savings Ac- 
counts in recent weeks are also 
in for a shock. The best inter- 
est rates on fixed-rate Tessas are 
as high as 7.25 per cent, but 
most of these offers will be with- 
drawn within the next seven 
days. 

Investors can still get 6 per 
cent tax-free by investing in Per- 
sonal Equity Plans (PCps) and 
□p to 10 per cent tax-free in 
Corporate Bond Peps, but there 
has to be a possibility that cap- 
ital values on these investments 
can go down as well as iip. 


End of the road: AC Cobra arid Renault Five to cease production 

Driving off into the sunset . . . 


PETER VICTOR 
and MARY DEJEV5KY 

Two motoring legends - the 
historic AC Car company and 
the Gallic Renault Five - were 
consigned to history yesterday. 

The much-loved French run- 
about, which inspired a gener- 
ation of hatchback cars, ceases 

production this simm er after 24 

years as the.cpmpany’s best sell” 
er. Suney-based AC Cars, 
founded in -1901.. and one of 
Britain's oldest car companies, 
will disappear, into receiver-, 
ship. Accountants Price ‘Wa- 
terhouse said .it had been 
anointed administrative re-. 

' ceiversto AC Cars andils par- 
ent company Autofcraft Ltd 
. AC-Cais is based on the site 

of the former Brook! an ds race 
drcuit hear Weybridge in Sur- 
rey and has a txxit 90 staff. II cur- 
rently makes the £56,000. AC 
Ace. ' - - * ? .- - 

- A link-up. with Texan. mil- • 
nonatreCanoll SbdbpJedio the 1 - 


Brtife power: AC Cobra - Design Item: Renault five 


creation of the first race-bred 
Cobra in the early 1960s. 

. it was widely regarded by en- 
thusiasts as the ultimate “mus- 
cle car”: its hooded snake badge 
the last word in macho motor- 
ing. Awarding to legend, grown 
men screamed when exposed 
for the first time to Its brute 
power and fierce acceleration. 

So keen are enthusiasts to 
own the legendary car that sev- 
eral kh car manufacturers make 
replicas of the Cobra retailing 
at up to £40,000. 

- Current AC boss Brian An- 
' gUss took over the business in 
1986. A year later, car giant 


Ford tooka 50.9% stake in the 
company: -The partnership 
proved an uneasy (me and even- 
' tuaDy Mr Angliss was allowed 
to buy out Ford's share. 

By October 1993, AC Cars 
was able toshow off the Ace car, 
haring already produced the 
Cobra Mark IV. But cash diffi- 
culties have now arisen and the 
company needs to team-up 
with afinandafly-secure partner. 

Mike Gercksf, one of the re- 
ceivers said yesterday, “Pro- 
duction is continuing while the 
receivers seek buyers for the 
business as a going concern. No 
one has been laid off and we are - 


confident that a strong partner 
can be found for the company." 

By comparison the end of the 
Renault Five will inspire bitter- 
sweet memories rather (ban 
fanaticism . A last series of 
Fives, a limited run of 12.000 - 

nam ed the -Bye-bye' - wiD be the 
model’s swan-song. 

More than 9 million Fives 
have been sold since production 
began in 1972. It came into its 
own with the oil crisis, subse- 
quently acq uiring the sleeker, 
1 more stylish lines that facilitat- 
ed its graduation into Te Car’ 
and the ’Supercinq’, a design 
item of the Eighties. 

Renault says the car is being 
phased out because it is out- 
dated and no longer commer- 
ce]. Since the replacement - the 
Twingo, darling of Lhe Paris 
' apart set - will not be sold here, 
British fans of the Five will have 
to be satisfied with the ’Bye-bye’. 
The name has annoyed the 
French so much that there may 
be enough to go round. 
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CITROEN AX 



£99 




‘iVi te & ' J : • 


PER MONTH 


¥vi-.sn« 


PLUS DEPOSIT AND FINAL PAYMENT 


FREE INSURANCE 


Bargain ahead. You can drive away the Special 
Edition AX Elation from just £99 per month, plus 
deposit and final payment with Elect 3, Citroen's 
special finance scheme. 


For the full story on the AX Elation or any 
other AX model phone us free on 0800 262 262 
or visit your nearest Citroen dealer. Exceptional 
value has never been so clearly signposted. 


qq% 

#bWAPR 


ELECT 3 PRICE FOR AX 1.01 ELATION 3 POOR** £7.099.00 


DEPOSIT (26.7%) 


£1.894.18 



ONE PAYMENT ON SIGNING 


£99.00 


elec 


23 MONTHLY PAYMENTS (9.9% APR) 


£99.00 


FINAL PAYMENT 


£3,661.00 


TOTAL PAYABLE 


£7,931.18 


All Citroen AX models are also available with 
one year's free insurance for 17-75 year olds 
through Direct Line! In addition we re offering a 
free Vodafone mobile phone? . 

But we don't stop there. The 3 door 
Elation boasts a sunroof, tinted glass, 
sports seats and stereo radio/cassette all from just 
£6 907 on the road?* It has an economical one litre 
petrol engine and comes in a choice of metallic 
colours With bumpers painted to match. 



CITROEN AX 


NOTHING MOVES YOU LIKE A CITROEN 


rrj.p. smoivsj t.\ i A elation 3 CiOi* 
ONI/ A uav S£ B60UISED 

ISLANDS AND iCLl 'JAN EUGIBIUT. 


CORRECT AT liur Of GOING TO PRESS. 


T Since then, however, some 
I MPS have compared her un- 
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news ; 


> Down to Earth: Rogue satellite will crash from the skies at midday on 12 March (give or take 18 hours), says amateur expert 



CHARLES ARTHUR .... 

Science Correspondent 

A rogue Chinese satellite is 
expected to crash to Earth 
eanynextyeek, and some of the 
best people in the field are 
tracking its unpredictable down- 
ward spiral They include the 
US Space Command, 
die European Space Agency 
(ESA), the ' UK. Defence 
Research Agency and Geoffrey 
Perry, of comse. 

Judging by his track record, 
Mr Perry - a retired physics 
teacher now living in Cornwall 
- probably has the most accu- 
rate prediction for the satellite's 
eventual landing time. “Midday 
on the 12th of March [Tuesday], 
plus or minus 18 hours,” he tola 
The Independent yesterday. By 
contrast, ESAs latest official es- 
timate js 4am on the 12th -plus 
or minus 24 hours. . .. 

Mr Pony’s relies on long ex- 
perience and superior tech- 
niques. He observes satellites at 
dusk, sitting in his garden with 
binoculars and a stopwatch, 
and listens in to their radio 
bleeps from his home. Ex- 
plaining his latest forecast, he 
said: “I get US radar data which 
is collected by fyiingdales. 1 take 


the last six sets of data, fit a 
parabola to them, calculate the 
rate of decay, correct for the 
-semi-annual variation, and Mri 
that ta the date. Perfectly 
straightforward.’' 

Mr Perry's experience pre- 
dates the ESA. and spans more 
than 30 years. Formuch of that 
time he taught at Kettering 
Grammar School for Boys 
where’ he found die dawning of 
the space age provided a means 
of fascinating pupils - and of 
scooping the rest of the world. 

In 1966. using £25 worth of 
'radio equipment, he and his 
pupils noticed that some of the 
newly launched Soviet satellites 
had . a different orbit from 
others. From that, they 
deduced that the Soviets were 
□sing a new launch site - a fact 
the USSR would only admit to 
publicly twenty years later. 

. In December 1973 they 
tracked the successful landing 
of Soyuz-13 and issued their 
data, which was precise and cor- 
rect, to .the world an hour 
before the Soviets. “Things like 
that fire kids* imaginations,” he 
recalled yesterday at his home 
in Bude. “ 1 remember one of 
. them saying, ‘It beats pouring 
iron filings over a magnet, or 


Danger in the 
sunny skies 


Britain has received more 
harmful ultraviolet B (UVB) 
radiation tins week than nature 
intended, ibanks to. man-made 
damage to the high altitude 
ozone layer. 

The ozone, a gas made of 
three oxygen atoms, forms a 
protective shield against the.. 
UVB streaming towards the 
Earth in the-' Sun’s- rays. We 
know that high levels Of UVB '• 
cause non-melanoma skin can- 
cers and there is solid evidence 
UVB radiation -cm- damage 
wild plants, crop plants and 
plankton in the sea -all of them 
at the base of food chains. 

So is mankind's damage to 
the tenuous ozone layer, caused 
by chloroflnorocaTbons and 
other industrial compounds, 
actually allowingmore UVB to 
reach the Earth’s surface? And 
what harm is being done? 

The answer to the first ques- 
tion is yes, but there is.no clear 
answer to the second, so far. 
Fortuitously, the worst ozone 
destruction seen to date takes 
place in places and at a; times 
of lie year when it is least like- 
ly to do damage -in the springs 
of both the southern and nortb- 
ecn hemispheres and in the 
unpopulated polar regions. 

Nonetheless, University of • 
California scientists have re- 
ported that in the Antarctic ex- 
tra UVB pouring through its 
ozone hole knocks back the 
plankton. Ozone-depleted air 
has also drifted over the popu- 
lated tip of South America. 


Nicholas Schoon 

reports on the 
threat caused by 
the record holes in 
the ozone layer 

' Marked ozone depletion 
takes place over the Arctic, 
too, allowing more UVB to 
reach populated zones such as 
Scandinavia; Alaska and north- 
ern Russia and Canada - and, 
over the past few days -Britam. 

But, from a human point of 
view, winter is the best time for 
this to happen. Hie Sun is low 
in the sky, it is often doudy, peo- 
ple spend most of their time in- 
doors and when they do go out 
they are usually wrapped up. 
People get exposed to mudi 
more UVB in summer, irre- 
spective of ozone damage. 

Butscientists, including Col- 
in Driscoll, head of the optical 
radiation group at the Govern- 
ment’s National Radiological 
Protection Board, say that 
ozone depletion is a real con- 
cern. Any pollution which 
changes the global atmosphere 
letting through harmful radia- 
tion has to be taken seriously. 

The ozone layer should be- 
gin to repair itself around 2000, 
thanks to international treaties 
curbing CFCs and other chem- 
icals. Etui it will not be until the 
middle of the next century 
when the Antarctic ozone holes, 
the largest to date, disappear. 
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Spring a lovely 
surprise. 


Make Mother’s Day special with National • 
Garden Gift Tokens. Imagine how her eyes wHl 
tight up. thinking about all the lovely things shell 
be able to buy for herself. 

“ These colourful tokens come in a range of 
values and are.so easy to post. They can be 
bought and exchanged at most Garden Centres, 
Garden Shops and Nurseries right across the UK 

NATIONAL GARDEN GIFT TOKENS 

h$Ued only by members of die Horttatftuial Trade Association. 
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The gift that grows 
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putting hot rivets into a 
calorimeter’." 

The grammar school has 
since dosed, but Mr Perry, now- 
68, has managed to keep alive 
the principle of the "Kettering 
Group" - as it became known. 
A worldwide network of ama- 
teur observers have been in 
touch for years, swapping 
information by telephone, fax 
and now e-mail. 

His inspirational methods 
also run in in the family. His 
daughter is now the head of 
physics at Malvern Girls' School 
- encouraging pupils to follow 
lite’s downw 


the satellite's downward path. Star gazer: Geoffrey Perry uses scientific data, and a good old-fashioned pair of binoculars, to monitor the satellite from his home in Cornwall 
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^More s 


from Compaq 




Compaq, the world’s leading PC processor power; increased hard drive; 

manufacturer, is now offering its taster RAM and yet, up to 20% off 


Mr/Mn- NU < Initials) Summit . 


1 



Tllir. 


. UiDipini 


ProLinea and Deskpro PCs with the price. So now, instead oi having 

■ . , BfflVK 5f 

increased processor power; increased 




hard drive; faster RAM and, at the same 
time, up to 20% off the price. 

Well repeat that: increased 


to choose between performance and 
value, vou can just choose Compaq. 




| Arc ’ our PC* »rt»aiW; ...... I 

| Number of emplace* at tour [die- of nort | 


.Tcirplwi*. 


I vour [Jit- of nort . 

For more details, please send off .* 7 ] 

nwiii' them iiA here. O ^f'l Compaq Ci4iiput-.r L ■ m n • d. I PfTM'T, 
j h i Bo, .’1 . 17 liUwn Rflid, Ttimf. Ovrfi 0X9 5BR 


the coupon or call 0990 23 24 25. 


e.g. Praia*.! ill? M10K0 I Kill Lfc-MBI na» L2.WI. uti» II.S70 Ifrv e» ir. TipKl) btnmj hn* -idttuw- n| VAT at rti*:. I 
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news 


Pigeon pilferer lights on pie in the sky £«£ 

° A t — .. ii I : toll iS 


Vanishing birds: Gastronomic 
theory behind mystery raider’s 
clean-up of Trafalgar Square 


PAUL FIELD 

They carry diseases including 
meningitis and gasiro-cnteriiis 
and. with the exception of those 
in the royal parks, are classified 
as pests. So some would say the 
pigeon snatcher, who has 
swiped around 1,000 of the 
world famous birds from Trafal- 
gar Square, is public spirited and 
should be applauded. 

The culprit who is white, in 
his twenties and wears blue 
overalls and a red baseball cap. 
has for the past month, up to 
three times a week, raided the 
London landmark. On the last 
two raids, including last Tues- 
day, he had an accomplice. 

Bemie Rayner, a licensed 
seed seller, watched in aston- 
ishment as the man used food 
to lure the pigeons towards a 
box on which he was sitting. His 
escape route was via Charing 
Cross Tube station. “There are 
around 4.000 pigeons here," he 
said. “I reckon a quarter of them 
have gone in the last few weeks. 

“1 challenged him and he 
claimed he was a member of a 
pigeon racing club in Peckham 
and they were for competition. 
But they are too old and out of 
condition for racing. 1 " 

Police and officials from the 
Heritage Department, which 
is responsible for Trafalgar 
Square, told the snatcher he 
could face prosecution under 
the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act. He could not be arrested 
because pinching pigeons is 
not theft - there are no con- 
straints on their flight paths. 

However, the man laughed 
off the warnings and a Scotland 
Yard source admitted it was un- 
likely that legal action could be 
broughL Roy Riggs, the officer 
who "confronted the pilferer. 


said: “There is a strong suspi- 
cion, these pigeons arc ending 
up in pies rather than in races. 
They are probably being sold to 
Greek restaurants as they are 
some sort of delicacy out there." 

But the theory of the pie man 
cornel h seems to have little 
credence. Michael Frangos, 
owner of Beotys restaurant in 
Covent Garden, raised doubts. 
“The Greeks and Cypriots do 
love pigeons as well as par- 
tridges. pheasant and thrushes 
but they are cooked over char- 
coal with lemon juice, never put 
into pies. Few Greek restaurants 
here would serve pigeon." 

Keith Floyd, the television 
chef, said: “Pigeons are notori- 
ously tough so 1 would take the 
trouble and money to order im- 
ported pigeons. They need to be 
plump, well rounded with a 
smooth skin." 

The feathered inhabitants of 
Trafalgar Square, on the other 
hand, are plump, but oddly 
shaped with a rough skm. often 
covered in their own excre- 
ment. If eaten, even when 
cooked in a sauce with a well 
glazed crust, they are likely to 
make people very ill. 

' Westminster rouncil warns 
people not to feed them because 
of the health risks. Three years 
ago the council tried putting 
pigeons on the Pill by lacing 
food with contraceptives. 

However, the Heritage De- 
partment, which spends 
f 100.000 a year cleaning Trafal- 
gar Square, refused to be drawn 
on whether the snatcher was 
doing the site a favour. 
Spokesman Flavier Higgins 
said: “They do create a lot of 
mess but we consider them to 
be a tourist attraction. Jt would 
not be Trafalgar Square without 
them." 


Breeders get the bird 


The lucrative business of ostrich 
farming came out of the farm- 
yard yesterday when one breed- 
er started a High Court action, 
accusing another of copying its 
methods. 

The Ostrich Breeding Cor- 
ration 3nd Ostrich Farming 


Robin Higgens, spokesman 
for the two corporations, based 
in Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, 
said the company, which is 
based in Swansea, was mimic- 
king their offers and publicity. 

Ostrich meat - with the taste 
of fillet steak and less fat than 
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are suing the Ost rich Breeding of the future Supporters claim 
Company, which began trading it will be as cheap and plenti- 
IS months ago. ful as turkey within 10 years. 


Hill Samuel 
Base Rate 


With effect from the close of business on 
Friday 8th March, 1996 and 
until further notice. 

Hill Samuel Bank’s Base Rate is 


6 . 0 % 


o per annum 


All facilities (including regulated consumer 
credit agreements! wirh a rate of interest linked to 
Hill Samuel Bank's Base Rate will be varied accordingly. 


Hill Samuel 


Hill Samuel Bank Limited • 100 Wood Street - London EC2P 2AJ 
A member of the Lloyds TSB Group 



Barclays Base 
Rate Change. 

Barclays Bank PLC and 
Barclays Bank Trust Company Limited 
announce that with effect from 
8th March 1996, their Base Rate 
decreased from 6.25% to 6.0% 


BARCLAYS 


8 AXCLAVS BH\'K PU. AND BARCIAYS BANK 7 KUSTUOMPAXV (JMfl ED 
REGISTERED Ot FICE:Vt LOM BARD STREET. f C$P 5AK. 
REGISTERED NUMBERS: 1026167 AND 920880. 
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Bird drain: A pigeon rests on a statue in Trafalgar Square where a mystery man has snatched 1,000 birds in a month Photograph: Lynn fiei®ison 






MULTIMEDIA PC 


OFF 


PC SOFTWARE AND PRINTER 
ACCESSORIES FOR 12 MONTHS 

WITH THIS MULTIMEDIA 
DISCOUNT CARD, YOURS WHEN 
YOU BUY ANY PC OR PRINTER. 
Ask for details in-store. 




6 MONTH 
INTEREST 
FREE OPTION 

ON ALL PCS 

E^IOOO SOFTWARE 


WITH NEW PACKARD BELL PENTIUM PCS 
FEATURING 40 TITLES 
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PACKARD BELL 

Intel Pentium* P75 Multimedia PC 

■ Intel Pentium* P75 processor. 

■ 8Mb RAM. ■ 850Mb hard drive. 

■ Unique monitor mounted speakers. 

■ Quad speed CD-ROM drive. 

■ MS Windows 95 preloaded. 

■ 0»er £WOO softsmv*, including over 40 
software titles. 

Model 905pff. 

Was f 1649. In-store Price £1599. 


SAVE *70 

ON A CANON BJC 4000 i 
PRINTER L 

when you buy it with tins PC 




In-store Price £299.99. 
Voucher Price £279.99. 
Voucher Price 
| when bought with 
Packard Bell 9Q5DN PC 

£229.99 


LOWER THAN 
SALE PRICE 
WITH VOUCHER 

£1549 


HIGH PERFORMANCE 

PENTIUM P100 
MULTIMEDIA PC 


PACKARD BELL 

Intel Pentium* P100 Multimedia PC • 

■ BMb RAKVBSOMb hard drVe. 

■ Quad speed CD-ROM. m 28.8bps fa* modem. 

■- Speaker phone and answer matttne. . 

SSSSSS" 4 '.- CURRYSPRKE 

■ Radw card. M 

m O mt MOW ■■»■■■■■, f| 

Including over 40 software f I 
trie*. Model 909D. f I 


SAVE <80 

ON HEWtfTT MCKARD M400 
PRINTER ONLY WHEN 
BOUGHTWrTHTWSPC 41 

lusua price £B9S9) fM 




OVER 500 HOME 

APPLIANCES 

AVAILABLE 

WITH 2-DAY 

DELIVERY 

GUARANTEED 


EXCLUSIVES 


EXTRA VALUE 

EXCLUSIVE 

MODELS 

Per euaptionai value, 
look for ttie wide 
idection of superb 
models and offers 
eJtdUSiwloDSG 
Retail Ltd. 





2 DAY DELIVERY 
MONDAY 
TO FRIDAY 

• you an choose AM or Pm 
for a small extra charge. Ask 
for details of ow professional 
Installation servfce. 

{-Subject to awtfaWBryJ 


TAKE IT 
HOME NOW 

Most items are in • 
stock ready to take 
away at once. 
weTl be happy to 
cany your purchase 
to your or. 


NEXT DAY 

IN-HOME 

SBWia 

Phone before 10am 
Monday ra Friday, 

■ subject to parts 
availability. 

Ask for derails. 


UH-5TORE . 

REPAR SHOPS 

Samedayrepwr 
whenever possible, 

7 days a week. All 
rapsirrauarantHd • 
3 months, 


IN-STORE 

UPGRADE 

SERVICE 

Make the most of 
Windows 95 Upgrade. . 
to 8Mb RAM. 4Mb 
chips, from £15939. 
retaliation only 
£29,99. Ask for details. 


PC PLUS 

HOTLINE- 

0891516316 

Phone our dedicated 
software line .7 days 
« week. Calls cost 
<9p per minute . 
peak. 39p per. 7 
isunute an other . 


.tit'P 


ftts 


m c 



The conftoveitial-ioRs Sar eras- 
ing the Skye bridge are lawful* 
a court rilled yesterday: ... 

Sheriff James Fraser rgect- -- 
*d the argument of ■ protesters' = ■ - 
charged with alleged lion-pay-, .v 
meat oftiie £430 toB as some . 
70 protesters packed the. tiny 
courtroanrin Dmawak High’ 
land, to hear his ruling oolegat 

arguments against the charge. . 

The group, led by a piper antf 
c a rryin g banners and waving 
flags, fori marched to the court- 
house through the town-.. - 

Nea Murray QC, for the ISO 
people facing charges of non- 
payment of the £4 .jG toll, had 

earlier argued that , the' charge' 
was incompetent under sever- 
al statutory rules. He daimed 
the New Roads and Streets-. 
-Act 1991* under whidi thetofls 
Were charged, was contrary to - 
the- 1707 Treaty, of Union and 
also argued that the Secretary 
of Smlefbr Scodahd was acting - 
beyond his powers in introduc- - 
ing the toll order in 1992. .. 

Sheriff Fraser ruled in favour 
of the Crown in test .cases 
against three of ihe accused, and 
refused the defence nnmediate 
right to appeaL 

Following a .short adjourn- 
ment the court .then read the 
‘ names of all 1S4 ari5isad,~with 
the majority main laming their 
not guilty pleas. Hie trial of the 
first, George Anderson, wflh 
' take place on 1 1 April. 
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! n collls jon: Shropshire village at the epicentre of earthquake as tectonic plates push Britain closer to Europe 


M 



How the Atlantic shifted Shropshire 


Seafloor 

spreading 

Continental 

crust 



Molten rock wells 
up from the mantle 


The Earth moves 
in Harmer Hill 


Seismic' event: Villagers in Harmer Hill were shaken from their slumbers by the tremor 11km below their homes 


Photograph: Mite Sharp 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

Eleven kilometres below the vil- 
lage of Harmer Hill, just nonh 
of Shrewsbury, the earth moved 
for the people of Shropshire at 
i J.4Jpm on Wednesday nighL 
The tremor, which measured 
5.4 on the Richter scale, lasted 
for a couple of minutes and 
brought some worried residents 




OLIVETTI 

Envision DX4/100 Multimedia PC 

■ DX4/100MHZ processor- ■ mujv 

a 635Mb hard drive. - CURRYS PRICE 

■ 14.4 bps fax modem 

■ Window. 95 plus 12 software titles. 

Was £43991 Was CJ.199. . 

EX-OtSPLAY MODELS V 
HURRY! LIMITED STOCKS 






MULTIMEDIA 
THROUGH 
YOUR TV 
SCREEN 


Here's the first PC to 
plug into your own 
TV, video and Hi-Fi. 
Learn, play games, 

. compose music, do 
your family accounts 
- from the comfort, of 
your annehait 


PACKARD BELL 

Pentium* P75M MuKunedfa PC 

■ 8Mb RAM. 

■ 850Mb hard drive. ' . . . 

- ■ 28.8 bps fax mortem. CURRYS PRICE 

■ Quad spfed CD-ROM dm*.' 

. ■ M5 Window* 95. 

ij ■ Over ftooo software*. 

“ • Including «*r'40 , 

software iittis.' • . . 

Model 9060. 



emnStON mtbl pehttum* P7s 
JUJCnMHHA PC 

■ 6Mb RANV635Mh hard dnv*. 
H44 hfs fw modem . , 

wuiiaxwMnm 


SAVE ;400 


CUBBYS PRICE 

£1299 


PENTIUM* P1M MULTIMEDIA PC 

■ 8Mb RAM/lGb hard drive. 

■ la.'Sbpi far modwn. 

Model 7100. 


NEW 


CURRYS PMCE 

£1599 


TOP BRAND PRINTERS 

SAVE s flOO 


HEWLETT 

PACKARD 

Colour Ink jet Printer 

■ Up to 3 pages per minute 
print speed. 

■ 50 p3ge sheet feeder. 
Model DM00. Was £249.99. 
SAVE £20 

CURRYS PRICE 


£22999 

: CXHZEN 



ABC COLOUR DOT MATRIX 

PRWTra 

■up to im cd* 

■ Auio-ihMT feeder. 


■ §: \ CANON 

BUSBLEJET PRINTER 

■ 3.1 paoe> pel ronure 

■ aoto-mmi feeder. 

Model BJ200EX. Was C2I9 99 
iMim Price ri 99.99. 


SUPERB 

VALUE 


CURRYS PRICE 

£149.99 


SArt S TOTtL OF 

£40 


LOWS? THAN 
SALE PRICE 
WITH VOUCHER 

£179^9 


ORGANISERS 

SAVE 50% 


£350 OF SOFTWARE* FREE WIEN YOU 
BUY THEHEWLETT PACKARD DJ400 
PRINTER WTTH THIS PC 


1 ’X'f* 

PENTIUM* P75 
MLKT1 MEDIA PC 

■ 8Mb RAMfl JCb held drem. 

■ Unique ipacMavlng dedgn. 

■ 2&8baa fb* modem. 

Model 907C WS £1799 


SAVE £50 


CURRYS PRICE 

£1749 


MULTIMEDIA PCs 

FROM UNDER £ 850 



DX2/50 MULTIMEDIA PC - 

■ 4Mb RAM. 

■Dual -speed CD SOM. ■ . 

MoMvmsomr.Y/mt CBS939. 
HORRY - (JMTED STOCKS 

A13V|^T : P7Sj 

P7S PENTtUM* MULnMSMAPC 
a Uriel. PennunT 7SMHrprooessor. 

■ 6 software abet Uomofc IMm 
■ 95 Si CD ROM Intel 

Wat n 19939. In- Bare Rw £1099 » 
wav uBBstoas - iaher sms oaur 

P75 PENTIUM* MULTIMEDiA PC - 

■ SMbRAM-' 

■ M.«b« fa* modem. 

Model sa mi tMasas. - 

Wat C15MJ9 In-sore Price £149939. 
LAMER STORES UMUf 


SAVE £50 


CURRYS PWCE 

£849 


SAVE A TOTAL Or 

t200 


UJWBI THAN 
SALE PRICE 
WITH VOUCHER 

AAA 

£977 


S«E S TOTAL Or 

£250 


USWERTJUN 
SALE PRICE 

Km 


SAVE tlOO 


INTEL PENTIUM* P90 MUUHEDIA PC CURRYS PRICE 
■ 8M4 RAUSaOMb ltsrd drive. - - 

bVMbptl** modem - 
U«lel 7170. W*D 699' 

HURRY -UMTIHI STOCKS ' 


(MOR3 mil* 

£1599 






COMPAQ 

DX4/100 Multimedia PC 

■ SMbRAM. 

■ Microsoft 
Windows 95. 

■ 8 CEMW3M titles. 

Model 7106. 

WM £1199.99 
Irvaore Price . 

£1099.99. 


VOUCHER PRICE 



PACKARD 

BELL 

MK Personal 
Organiser 
■ Memo lacWv 
■Schedule and 
calender 

Model DB64 
DELUXE 
Wm 149.99 

CURRYS PRICE 


1?¥*CKAKD BELL 


UMOEU1XE PERSONAL 
ORGANISER WITH TRANSLATOR 

■ 128X mrmrary data bank. 

■ Sdiedute function ■ 6 language 
translator Was £3949. W« £49.99 



CURRYS PRICE 

£ 39.99 


EPSON 


MOST PRINTER 

■ up to 15 page* per manure. 

■ 720 x no dpi 

Model B». WwjgJMff 
Wai ni9 99 


hc-h bought with 
'sal acted PCs ■ 


SAVE 40 


LOWER THAN 
SALE PRICE 

£19959 


HEWLETT PACKARD] 

colour inkjet fruiter 

■Up to a pages pei imnirie 

■ GOOKNXMpi resolution. 

■ Auto sheet tietter. 

Model DJ660C IfHSorfr Price OS9.99 


SAVE s20 


VOUCHER PIWX 


329 


'59 


WORD PROCESSORS 

FROM pfvn 
UNDER £CU \J 



BROTHER 

Word Processor 
a 50.000 woid ipeA-dieck. 

■ 7 line display ■Spreadsheet 
laolity Model CW2S. 

TRIUMPH ADLER 

WORD PROCESSOR 

■ 14 I me LCD screen. 

■ 80.000 were jpeilchert. 

Model ttlEWRITEK IL 

wa* EfW.W. IMBU Pnce £279 99. 


CURRYS PUCE 



S*\T A T0TM. Of 

e30 


LOWER THAN 
SALE PRICE 
WITH VOUCHER 


£ 269 


'59 


PC ACCESSORIES 

LOWER THAN SALE PRICES 



!!. C0NTRAPLAN 

Workstation 
a Sliding keyboard shelf. 

■ Available in grey o, beedi. 
Was £59.99. 
in-store Puce £9499 

LOWER THAN 
SALT PRICE 
WITH VOUCHER 



ALLSOP 

Multimedia Accessory Kit 

in-noie Price 159 99. 


LOWER THAN 
SALE PRICE 
WITH VOUCHER 


£ 24.99 
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PC SOFTWARE 

SAVE 50% 


WING COMMANDER 

Ong«rt vpate fUghl -.mulaiora 
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STAR TREK FINAL UNITY 

CD-ROM 
The belt and final 
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CD-ROM 

The inest rervon cl the 
best lelbnj Multimedia 
Irr,tfooeS4l 77.000 
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5.009 usdaud f« 15*6. 


UPGRADE YOUR PC 
AT CURRYS 
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'.er.-ice fer RAM and Multimedia Kits. 

Aik lor details 


UPGRADE TO SMb RAM 


CUHHYSPRKX 
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erf your PC 

■ Wt 5nn Chin j 

■ 72 pm ronneaien 

Was £15999. I 


UPGRADE TO MULTIMEDIA 


CURRYS PUKE 


£12999 


CREATIVE LABS 

Ouad Speed CD-ROM Dm* 

Convert youi rrnKmg PC :t> mufrimsfia 


£32999 


‘INTERNET IN A BOX’ 


MOTOROU 

The complete -Alima n to 
get you up and ninnmg 
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out ot their homes and into the 
sireci in their nighicloLhes. Bui 
the energy released ai the sur- 
face was so siighi that, at worst, 
a few roof liles may have lop- 
pled and perhaps some cracks 
appeared in walls. 

With a reluctance lhai must 
have gratified the local Euro- 
sceptic MP, Nicholas Budgen. 
the bowels of the Salopian 
earth were squeaking in protest 
as Britain is being physically 
forced away from North Amer- 
ica into the arms of Europe. 
Down (he middle of the Atlantic 
ocean runs a ridge, which is 
spreading outwards as mollen 
rock wells up and creates new 
crust, pushing Britain away. 

Because of this geological 
rather than political pro- 
European movement, “Britain 
is under stress all the lime” ac- 
cording to Dr David Booth, a 
seismologist with the British Ge- 
ological Survey’s Global Scis- 
raology Group" in Edinburgh. 

Most large earthquakes take 
place around the boundaries of 
the tectonic plates which make 
up the earth’s crust. The noto- 
rious San Andreas fault in Cal- 
ifornia, for example, represents 
the grinding collision between 
the Pacific Plate and the North 
American Plate. 

Although Britain is some 
distance from any plate bound- 
aries, the effect of the ocean 
mid-floor spreading can be felt 
as far away as Shropshire. “Due 
to our very spectacular geolog- 
ical history, there are a number 
of weak points within the crust." 
Dr Booth said. 

He pointed out that al- 
though. geologically, Britain 
“has settled down over the past 
few million years, there is still 
plenty of geological activity”. 
The result is that there are “20 


to 30 fell-events a year” - British 
earthquakes strong enough lor 
people - rather than just deli- 
cate seismometers - to feel. 

The Shropshire tremor, the 
largest in Britain for a year, fol- 
lows quickly on the heels of the 
two biggest earthquakes in 
Britain this century - both of 
which were also in the same 
general area. The biggest 
British earthquake this centu- 
ry was centred on the Lleyn 
Peninsula in north Wales in July 
19.S4. It was even deeper than 
this week’s event, about 20 
kilometres down, and regis- 
tered 5.4 on the Richter scale. 

In April 1090, the area was 
once again the epicentre of a 
sizeable, deep quake as a 20- 
second tremor, centred on Bish- 
op’s Castle, measured 5.1. 
Buildings across the West Mid- 
lands and the Black Country 
were evacuated and chimneys 
toppled. 

All three tremors were so 
deep that seismologists cannot 
identify the local faults in the 
earth’s’ crust that gave rise to 
them, and they are not linked 
to any features - such as hills or 
valleys - on the surface, ac- 
cording to Dr Booth. 

But the Shropshire tremor 
was “most unlikely to be the 
. harbinger of a large destructive 
earthquake in that area ”. We are 
not going to lose Shrewsbury, he 
said, although there may be mi- 
nor aftershocks. 

“A seismologist in California 
would fall about laughing when 
he saw the media attention 
given to an event of this mag- 
nitude." 

But in a telling demonstration 
of current public anxiety, police 
999 switchboards were jammed 
by people who feared they were 
victims of an IRA bomb attack. 


Tremors that shook Britain 


. St Andrews, Fife, 811: earthquake said to have killed 
1,400 people 

• Colchester, 1884: most damaging known quake, which 
killed four people, damaged 1,200 homes and flattened a 
church. ’’••• 

. -North Wales, 1884: . epicentre of the - biggest quake in 
Britain this century, measuring 5.4 on the Richter Scale 
. Wrexham, 1992: epicentre of 20-second tremor which 
measured 5.2. ft caused buildings across the west Midlands 
and Black Countty to be evacuated, toppled chimneys and 
caused structural damage. 


Electronic cash 
‘purse’ scheme 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

Electronic cash could become 
widespread in the UK from next 
year, after the credit card giant 
Visa confirmed it was talking to 
banks about introducing “elec- 
tronic purses’’ to the high strceL 

Retailers warned that the 
new' system would have to be 
both cheap and cause the min- 
imum of disruption. But the 
news was seen as a welcome 
boost by those in the "electronic 
cash” industry, which has been 
gaining momentum in the past 
few years. 

The "purses" would consist 
of a microchip embedded in a 
credit card-sized mount, known 
as a “stored value card". These 
store money in the form of en- 
crvptcd electronic digits in the 
chips memory, and can be used 
like cash to make purchases. 
The transaction is completed bv 
swiping ihem through a card- 
reader in a store, which trans- 
fers the “cash" to the store’s 
computer. 

Visa is understood to be talk- 
ing to Barclays, Lloyds, the 
Halifax. Abbey National and a 
number of other high street 
banks. “Six members of the 
Visa consortium in the UK 
have asked to evaluate a stored 
value card programme." said a 
Visa spokesman yesterday. 

‘it’s early days, but if they 
give the go-ahead wc could 


have them operating in Britain 
next year." 

The new system would be a 
direct challenge to the Mondex 
electronic cash scheme, which 
has been tested in a public pi- 
lot scheme in Swindon. Wilt- 
shire, since last July. Mondex is 
backed by the National West- 
minster and Midland banks 
and British Telecom.. 

But retailers are worried that 
the two systems might not be 
compatible. “Shops never want 
more lhan one box on the till." 
said Elizabeth Stanton Jones, 
director of financial services at 
the British Retail Consortium. 
“We are not against competi- 
tion. but when'll comes to op- 
erating them, there has io be 
consistency' between them.” 

David Birch, of the consul- 
tancy Hyperion, said: “There are 
international standards, so it 
doesn’t necessarily follow that 
ihe Visa and Mondex systems 
would be incompatible.” 

Visa presently has trials run- 
ning in a number of countries, 
including Australia, the US, 
Canada, and Larin America. Il 
is testing a number of different 
formats^ including disposable 
cards which, like BT phone- 
cards, would be thrown away 
once used; “rechargeable" 
cards, which could be “refilled" 
with cash from the holder’s ac- 
count; and "combined func- 
tion ' cards, adding cash to an 
existing credit or debit card. 
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Banished children get 
help to find parents 


ALAN MURDOCH 

Dublin 

The Irish Government has 
promised more than 2.000 peo- 
ple sent as children to new 
homes in the US between 1948 
and 1962 help in contacting 
their natural parents. Extensive 
files in the National Archive giv- 
ing details of their past were dis- 
covered this week. 

The children, many bom out- 
side marriage or to parents too 
poor to support them, were sent 
at ages ranging from 12 months 
to seven years old For adoption 
by US families. But many later 
found their birth certificates 
were false and they were unable 
to trace their natural parents. 

Following initial revelations 
the Irish Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring ordered a search for any 
surviving records of the chil- 
dren's adoptions. Many were 
sent abroad by homes run by re- 
ligious or public bodies. Some 


distraught mothers only dis- 
covered their babies had been 
sent abroad when they arrived 
to visit them in orphanages. 

The archive records show 

an average of 110 children a 
year were “exported" over 14 
years. They include names and 
dates of birth of the children, 
and details of both their natur- 
al and adoptive parents. 

Each file contained a decla- 
ration by the mother, confirm- 
ing the child was bom out of 
wedlock, and undertaking “nev- 
er to attempt to see. interfere 
with, or make any claim” to the 
child in future. 

In a speech at a convent 
school in Waterford. Mr Spring 
said: “One can only imagine the 
pain that must have been in- 
volved in signing many of those 
declarations." 

He said .the files exposed 
the different values of the time. 
He added: “They [the adoptive 
parents! had to supply a letter 


from their own doctor con- 
firming in his opinion that they 
were unable to have children of 
their own and that they were 
'not deliberately shirking natural 
parenthood'. “ 

The news has been welcomed 
by some of the adoptees. Mag- 
gie Butler, who has spent years 
searching for her mother, yes- 
terday spoke of her elation at 
having “an important part of my 
life and that of 1500 other peo- 
ple acknowledged by the coun- 
try where we were bom". 

The archives could now allow 
her mother the choice of 
whether to meet her. “My goal 
is to find her. My heart's desire 
is to meet her," she said. 

The child care agency Bar- 
nacles confirmed this week it 
had been contacted by more 
than 200 such US-reared adults 
seeking their original fara flies. 

Nora Gibbons, a spokes- 
woman for Bamados, stressed 
it was important to reassure 


birth mothers that the archive 
information would not be made 
“indiscriminately available”. 
Counselling was necessary and 
third-party mediation was need- 
ed for contacts between moth- 
ers and adopted children. 

Bamados called for a search 
of government departments for 
■files on 'Other children sent 
abroad via other schemes. 

Mr Spring said he was seek- 
ing further information from the 
Irish Passports Office, which 
had earlier indicated that pass- 
port photos of the departing in- 
fants. in some cases tne natural 
mother's only reminder of her 
child, had been destroyed. 

Referring to the recent con- 
troversy over Chinese orphan- 
ages, Mr Spring said “it is 
perhaps too easy for us to have 
strong views about the way in 
which children are treated 
abroad, and to assume that we 
have no questions to answer ... 
here at home." 
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Slice of life: One of Alexander Fleming’s first laboratory 
assistants, which is expected to raise more than £10,0< 
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STEPHEN GOODWIN 

Finds of ancient coins and oth- 
er gold and silver artefacts will 
nolppger be subject to the cu- 
rious anomalies of the me- 
dieval law of Treasure Trove 
under aBSl giyen an unclosed 
Second Reading in the Com- 
nuHis yesterday. 

In 1994?95, 27 finds werecon- 
sidered fay the special commit- 
tee which fixes the value of 
treasure. Hie largest valuation 
was £52,600 for 88 12th-centu- 
ry coins from ICing Stephen's 
reign, found by a metal detec- 
torsi at Bax, Wltshire. ~. 

But, as the Commons heard 
as it debated a Treasure Bill in- 
troduced by backbencher Sir 
Anthony Giant, the present - 
common law, dating from the 
era of Richard the Uouheart, 
is “riddled with anomalies”. ■ 

Until comparatively recent, . 
times. Treasure Trove was-not ’ 
seen as part of the nation’s her- 
itage but asa lucky boost to the 
monarch’s coffers. Tbday if is 
part of the hereditary revenues 
of the Crown surrendered in re- 
turn for the Civil List money. 

Objects made of gold or sfl- 
ver found in the groimd have, to . 
be reported to the local com-, 
ner. If they are declared Trea- 
sure Trove, museums are given 
a chance to acquire the objects 
and the finder is paid the open 
market value. - 

In the case of Britain’s most 
expensive find, the Home 


Hoard, discovered in Suffolk hi 
1992, the Treasure Trovt Re- 
viewing Committee sought four 
estimates to help it deckle, on 
a market value of £1.75m. The 
15,000 Roman, gold and silver 
coins and jewellery went lo the 
-British Museum. 

. However, an object can oiily 
be declared Treasure Trove if tt 
has been deliberately buried 
with the intention of recovery. 

. As Mark Fisher, a Labour her- 
itage spokesman, put it '‘If is 
ridiculous to cxpeci a coro- 
ner's court in 1 996 to be able to 
s^' whether'Elhcired the Un- 
ready actually intended to put 
a potwitMOgald Coinsinto the 
earth orhoL - 

The Bill will remove this 


treasure to all coin boards of 
whatever composirioa, except 
for .groups of fewer than 10 
base-metal corns,'- and To all 
other objects with a minimum 
precious metaf content of 5 
per orirt. Berth coins and objects 
must.be at least 300 years.old. 
Failure to report mid. to the 
coronerwirhin 14days could re- 
sult in a fine of up to £5.000 or 
up to three months in jail. . 

Sir Anthony. Conservative 
MP for Cambridgeshire South 
West, said the current law was 
a “medieval lottery" and had re- 
sulted io important finds being 
lost tothe natkm. 

Enjqying government sup- 
port, the Bill , is fairly certain to 
reach the statute book. ■ 


QUALITY UJZ. MADE 

WAX JACKET 

Only £ 25^ 


CORC COLLAR 

SEAMLESS SHO PLDg R TOR 
ADDED WATER SHED 

2 WAT FRONT UP 
STUDDED STORM FLAP 
HAND WAHMER POCKETS 
DEEP FRONT POCKETS 
INTQtNAL POCKETS 
KNITTED CUFF 
& STORM CUFF 

We sincerely beHeue 
ure have found one of the 
best quality for money jackets 
the UJL, why pay more when you am 
take advantage of our low introductory price ? Great traditional 
classic wear for the family with value in mind. 

Sixes: S <36/38 1 , M (40 >.L (42). Xt 144>,XXL (46) unisex 
Material: Cotton waxed outer Colours: Green, Naw 
Item Ret 11310 Wax Jadcet 


PRIVILEGE OFFER Boy a Jacket from TUa Advert Only 
and order a pair of real Bunted Wellies atthe same time lor 
a cwnbmed piace- of £68 PostFsss. JfJememier the two items 
must be ordered together as a County Set tor 

^Shes: 3 - 12 fall sizes Coloan: Green Item Befi 18210 Hunters 



AddnuK- ______ _ 


_ P&pto£ 7 o 
Oswns 







Poi 


| ‘«XnoqrdaqQ».r.Ofir£ 

ordaosi [fc 


. toBnqtaQmtry Mn nnn 1/it 
--- ; 































































«■ ' ^ u. Ci-.iir 


THE INDEPENI^rT * SATURDAY 9 MARCH 1996 






news ; 



World first as woman gets lung from living donors 


operation 


LIZ HUNT • 

Health Editor . . 

A cystic fibrosis sufferer-has 
scored a double Erst by be- 
'.cormpg the first patient in 
Britain to undergo a King trans- 
plan ifrom a living donor - her 
.rather. — and the first in the 
world to receive from a living 
donor - a family friend - who 
is unrelated to her. 

The Cystic Fibrosis Trust 
yesterday welcomed the pio- 


neering srngery. saying it offered 
new hope to scores of sufferers 
whose chances of survival are 
limited by the shortage of lungs 
for transplant from dead 
donors. Up to 40 per cent of cys- 
tic fibrosis patients die on the 
waiting list . . 

Clare Wildman, 20, who 
needed oxygen 24 hours a day, 
can now breathe almost nor- 
mally after receiving lung tissue 
from her father Graham. 43, 
and Jude Harris, 40, a close 


^f under threat: Dorrell intervenes to stop 
removal of village's red pillar and post* box 


ams scorn of 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

The Union Flag fluttering in the 
breeze, a shop, a red phone boor 
and an old-fashioned pillar box, 
These may evoke a cosy image 
of rural Britain, along with 
cricket on the village green, 
but for one group of social ser- 
vices inspectors they were' too 
much. 

A handicapped centre in 
Cambria, which bad created this 
idyll for its residents, to make 
them feel secure and part of an 
often unfriendly country, was 
advised to remove these harm- 
less symbols* of village life. 
There was more. Down too, 
should come the names chosen 
by the centre for the bungalows 
in its pounds > names like 
Peace, Love.-llnst arid Hope, 
deliberately chosen tb.make 
the residents, feel; secure and 
wanted. 

The ensuing -row. between 
Barrow & District Spastic & 
Handicapped Society, -which 
runs The Croft home in Banow- 
in-Fuiness, and Cumbria Social 
Services, 1 waS'part of a wider dis- 
pute which went all the waiy to 
Stephen DorrelL the Secretary 
of Stztefor Health. 

When Mr- Dorrell ' inter- 
vened, in the words.of Dennis 
Rose, the handicapped society 
chairman, therewas “a dramatic 
change in the attitude' 1 of the 
social workers. All the items 
which social service? found un- 
acceptable were dropped. 


namely, wrote Mr Rose in a 
letter to Peter Thumb am MP, 
whose son, Stephen, attends 
The Croft: “Flagpole; tele- 
phone kiosk, letter-box and 
names on bungalows.” 

TWo years ago. The Croft be- 
came the first handicapped 
centre in Britain to create “a vil- 
lage” for its 23 adult residents. 
Instead of them living in one 
' building, the Society built four 
separate six-bedroomed bun- 
galows in the grounds, to give 
them a sense of liberty. “Ai last 
they could live independently 
and have a sense of freedom 
while being in carefully nursed 
surroundings,’' said Mr Rose. 

. To create a village atmo- 
sphere; a flagpole was installed 
in the middle, with a pay-phone 
in a proper red box and a post 
box. A kiosk selling sweets, 
crisps and soft drinks was built, 
' together with a communal 
meeting-cum-snooker room 
’ and TV lounge. The bungalows 
were given their innocuous- 
names and the meeting room 
was named after Mr Rose’s 
late wife, Teresa, who had her- 
self been a driving force behind 
The Croft* Paid forty voluntary 
funds; it cost £850,000. 

Late last year, social ser- 
vices paid an unannounced vis-, 
it, said Mr Rose, and declared 
they “did not Eke the names, did 
notlike the phone box, did not 
like the post box, did not like foe 
flagpole and. duf not like the 
club house being named after 
my wife.” ' 


It was, said Mr Rose, “bu- 

- reaucracy gone mad”. The flag 
was a particularly sore point 
since he had served in the Sec- 
ond World War. “I am proud of 
the Union Flag and I wanted it 
frying proudly in the village - 
not least because it helps to ac- 
quaint people with learning 
difficulties about their flag and 
their country.” 

There, was nothing sinister 
about foe names for the bun- 
galows, either. “Peace. Love, 
Trust and Hope are four very 
important words for handi- 
capped people,” said Mr Rose. 

Jean Bradshaw, head of 
Quality Assurance for Cumbria 
Social Services, said their ob- 
, jections centred on The Croft's 
philosophy. “Our concern is 
that people should be encour- 
aged to be. integrated into foe 

- local community as much as 
possible. 

“In any setting we want peo- 
ple to be integrated. Our wor- 
ry is that people weren’t being 
given the opportunity to join in 
nanrialfadlities," said Ms Brad- 
shaw. It was better that the res- 
idents used the local phone 
and post box rather than those 
• in their-“village”. . 

She admitted that Mr Dorrell 
was involved in “some discus- 
sions” but denied he forced a 
change of heart. In a joint 
statement last night, Cumbria 
Social Services and Mr Rose 
said any problems between 
them had been “resolved very 
amicably". 
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friend of her mother's. They 
each donated about a fifth of 
their lung tissue, comprising foe 
lower left lobe of Mr WUdman’s 
lung and the lower right of Mrs 
Harris's. 

The six-hour operation, per- 
formed at Harefield Hospital in 
Middlesex by Professor Sir 
Magdi Yacoub, the world fa- 
mous transplant surgeon, took 
place July last He agreed to car- 
ry it od only after approval from 
independent ethical committees 


at Harefield. and the Royal 
Brampton Hospital, and from 
the Department of Health. 

The idea for the operation 
came from Ms Wildman's 
mother, AveriL who read about 
the success of similar ventures 
in America where about 20 
such operations have been car- 
ried out She intended to be a 
donor along with her husband, 
but her lung tissue was not a 
good match with her daughter's. 

Other close farnOv members 


were tested for compatibility 
with Ms Wildman. but were not 
considered suitable either. Her 
16-year-old brother, Stephen, 
volunteered but the Wildmans 
thought he was too young. 

Mrs Harris and her husband, 
from Hertfordshire, then of- 
fered themselves as donors as 
Ms WDdman’s health deterio- 
rated. Mrs Harris was the bet- 
ter match. “I didn’t want Clare 
to die. 1 have two healthy 
daughters and I’ve known her 


mother for 30 years, since we 
were nine years old. It is like we 
are related." Ms Wildman is 
now planning to go to college. 

Professor Yacoub said the op- 
eration was possible because 
everyone has spare lung ca- 
pacity. and because donated 
lung tissue will expand to fill (he 
cavity. He told the Daily Express: 
“As doctors we are trained to 
treat patients and it goes against 
the pain to operate on some- 
body who is normal But we 





Sandy shore: Country and western fans at Uandudno, Gwynedd, where over 1,000 devotees are expected for the 
2nd North Wales Country Music Festival this weekend at the North Wales Theatre Photograph: Steve Peake 


cannot overrule members of foe 
community if they want some- 
thing so much, so long as they 
understand the implications ..." 

Dr Martin Scott from the 
Cystic Fibrosis Trust said yes- 
terday: “The ability to use liv- 
ing donors for some CF patients 
Ls a major surgical advance and 
should help reduce the dread- 
ful odds against survival.” 

Live donors arc routinely 
used in kidney and liver trans- 
plants. 


Paper 
accused 
over trial 
report 


A judge has reported the 
Daily Mail to the Attorney Gen- 
era! for possible contempt of 
court after a trial had to be 
aborted as the jury was due to 
retire to consider a verdicL 

The newspaper had pub- 
lished a report on the morning 
of the fourth day of the Old Bai- 
ley trial of Stephen King, who 
was accused of recklessly start- 
ing a fire on the property of his 
ex-girlfriend's family. The report 
included details which foe juiy 
had not been told and which, 
both prosecution and defence 
counsel agreed, could have 
prejudiced its verdict. 

The paper apologised to foe 
judge. Recorder James Chad- 
win. for foe error. But foe judge 
derided yesterday to refer the 
mailer to the Attorney Gener- 
al. “There has been here, it is 
conceded, a degree of negli- 
gence - possibly characterised 
as incompetence - but certain- 
ly falling below the reporting 
standards that those who sit in 
this court have come to accept 
from foe press," he said. The 
consequences were “enormous 
and disastrous”. 

King bad admitted setting fire 
to furniture near his ex-girl- 
friend Gemma Jones’s home in 
Kingswood, Surrey, but had 
denied foe more serious charge 
that he started foe fire while be- 
ing reckless to whether life 
would be endangered. 

He was formally found not 
guilty of that charge after the 
jury was discharged yesterday. 
The prosecution had considered 
asking for a re-trial but derid- 
ed against it because Miss Jones 
and her father felt unable to go 
through with another trial. 

King, 25, a DJ from Sutton, 
Surrey, has also admitted dam- 
aging property and displaying a 
pornographic picture of Miss 
Jones in public. He is due to be 
sentenced at the end of this 
mouth and faces a jail term. 
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Hardline clerics fail to find a niche in 



ROBERT FISK 

Tehran 

On the Karaj expressway, the 
20ft high posters yesterday 
urged Iranians to vote as an Is- 
lamic duty. “For the greatness 
of Islam, the continuation of re- 
construction and the building of 
Iran/' ran the legend beneath. 
“It’s the first time I've seen the 
word Iran without ‘Islamic Re- 
public’ printed in front of it' 
one of our taxis passengers an- 
nounced. “Do you think this 
means something? 

It’s that kind of election. The 
Council of Experts have vetted 
more than 3,000 candidates tor 
then Islamic credentials, small 
parties have thrown in their 
hand before the poll and the two 
large groups contesting the par- 
liamentary - election have so 
much in common that several 
of their candidates have a toot 
in both camps. "You must know- 
more about this election than 
we do," Mohamed Ali Sawas 
said yesterday at the Yanak 
polling station in north Tehran. 
Jf only we did. 

But the poll, for all its short- 
comings. in Western eyes at 
leasL will probably decide next 
year's president. If the “Associ- 
ation of Militant Gergy” gains 
a majority. Aii-Akbar Nateq- 
Nouri. at present the Speaker of 
Parliament, will succeed Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani as President of 
Iran. If the “Servants of Re- 
construction" gain more seats, 
then either Vice-President Has- 
san Habibi or the Mayor of 
Tehran, Gholamreza Khabaschi. 
will take office. 

Yet the most fascinating as- 
pect is that the real left-wing 


clergy, who have always es- 
poused the export of an Islam- 
ic revolution and played a role 
creating the Lebanese Hizbol- 
lah and other groups, an? totally 
cut off from the political 
process. Mchdi Kharoubi and 
Hojatoleslam Ali Akbar Mo- 
htashenii, whom the West love 
to hate, have no role, since their 
Islamic “credentials" were 
found wanting during the last 
parliamentary elections. 

So at the moment when the 
US is urging the world to iso- 
late Iran as a bastion of “inter- 
national terrorism", the men 
supposedly responsible for this 
unhappy state of affairs arc so 
isolated that former allies would 
yesterday not even furnish the 
Independent with their tele- 
phone numbers. American 
journalists trying to follow up 
US-Israeli accusations of “ter- 
rorism" againsL Iran are thus 
finding little proof of it amid 
Iran’s very exclusive election. 

For the truth is that both the 
•Reconsiructore" and the “Ser- 
vants” are right-wing conserv- 
atives. The former may be more 
liberal on the Islamic dress 
code on women and the use of 
satellite dishes and the latter 
prefer a more Saudi-style code 
of conduct. But they both num- 
ber the bazaaris - the free- 
enterprise bourgeois who orig- 
inally funded Khomeini’s Is- 
lamic revolution - among their 

ranks. . 

The cry for world revolution 
and the domesticallv more im- 
portant calls for social justice 
and the alleviation of poverty, 
which were previously the pre- 
serve of Mr Mohiashemi and his 
colleagues, have virtually dis- 


appeared from the parliamen- 
tary agenda save for the Liny 
"House of Workers of the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran”, whose 
leader, AJi-Reza Mahjoub, has 
campaigned for a programme of 
Blair-like modesty, slate control 
and careful privatisation at the 
same time. Other figures have 
had a harder time. 

Ibrahim YazdL for example, 
tried to hold a press conference 
this week to advertise his “Lib- 
eration Party of Iran". No soon- 
er had the liberal intellectual 
received approval for the meet- 
ing from the Ministry of Islamic 
Guidance than armed Interior 
Ministry troops turned up at his 
office, confiscated the video- 
cassettes of all foreign film 
crews and advised journalists to 
leave. Thev did. .And Dr Yazdi 
pulled out of the election. 

Nor could anyone claim to 
have witnessed election fever on 
the streets of Tehran. Two cen- 
tral city voting stations I called 
at were empty at mid-morning. 

Iranian Armenians, who 
must elect two Armenians for 
parliament out of three candi- 
dates. were queuing to vote at 
their own church-school polling 
station. But at Vanak only 500 
people had turned up by early 
afternoon. Outside the Friday 
prayers ceremony 3t Tehran 
university, an old roan front 
Tabriz whose nephew- was killed 
at Khorramshah in the first 
Gulf war - he had brought the 
body home from the baillefront 
in his own ambulance - ex- 
pressed a desire for no change. 
“We ■are happy with what we 
have ~ he said. The real ques- 
tion is: if there is change, will 
anvone notice? 




voting in Tehran yesterday as AyS£ Khomeini, the ggS-p' leader, 
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Taiwan's people nished to coa- s 
vert tbeirmoney into US dollars. - 
yesterday, and braced them- t 
selves fear fturthermfesfle tests by a 

China into the sea off the island’s i 
two mam ports. But there was I 
atso relief that the m ai nl anid's first s 
three test launches had_ not t 
strayed intoTaiwanese territory. J 
Tne Defence Ministry in 
Taipei said that three surface- i 

to-surface M-9 missiles had I 

landed in the sea early in the 
morning, coining down , inside s 
the two target “box” zones pre- f 
viously announced by Peking. } 
They were the first to be un-„ i 
leashed during the exercises, - I 
which wDJ continue until nest > 
Friday. Two missiles landed t 
about 48; miles west of the; j 
southern port ofKaohsn m g and .1 
the other near the nenth-eastero 
port ofKeelung where the tar- ' 
gel area extend' to just 10 1 
miles from the coast- The mis- 
siles were not carryinglive war- - 
heads and had not flown over - 
the island- 

in Peking, the leadership •. 
stepped up the invective against . 
Taiwan's President, Lee Ifeng- ... 
huL the front-runner . in the--, 
island’s first democratic presi- ' 
dential elections on 23 March. 
Since Mr Lee's, visit to the 
United States last June, the 
m ainland has accused him of 
seeking independence for Tai- 
wan. The Chinese President 
JhmgZemin j last night warned; 
“Our struggle wfllmot stop for 
a single day so long. as Taiwan 
authorities do. not cease activ- - 
hies to split the ihotheriand for 
a single day ” . 

Mr Lee has said reunification 
remained the “ultimate goal”, 
but that the' tiine was “not 
right” while a Communist gov- 
ernment remained in power 
on the mainland. 

China’s Foreign Minister] 
Qian Qichen, said: “TheTahvan 
compatriots don't have to panic 
over die pending military.eser- 
dses-by the People's Liberation 
Anny. What they should, really 
worry about is that the ‘inde- 
pendence’ seekers, with support 
from some m temaiional forces 
bent on splitting China, con- 
tinue on their wrong path. That 
will be a real disaster." 

Peking's military exercises are 
aimed at reducing voter support 
for Mr Lee, with China's lead- 
ers apparently ignoring the pos^ 
sibflity that their strategy might 
have the opposite effect. . 

Throughout the day, Tai- 
wan’s ports resolutely remained 
open but radio stations broad- 
cast repeated warnings to fish- 
ermen to stay away from the 
target zones. Amid a growing 
siege mentality, many banks 
were, running out of US dollar 
notes, and were restricting pur- 
chases to $2,000 (£1 ,300) as peo- 
ple queued to transfer, money 
into a safer currency. The Bank 


of America said it-would By in 
more notes on Momdayfomeet 
tbeshortage. Shops saw. brisk... 
sales of Ttceund staple. fpods- 
t' -T he Taiwan 

hard to cal m people’s nerves, . 
and lamhasied the mainland for 
its “crude threatsF.^ TheDefcnce . 
Minister, C h ia n g Chung- I ht^, 
said the island wouId “fight“ if 
there were an attack which 
violated its, territorial waters. 
“Butrthe 12-nautical-imledoM 
not represent onr txjttomlme," 
he added. . 

Government suf^jort for die 

stock market meant ft actually 
gained more, than 1 per cent 
yesterday. - The central bank, 
wfaidi'hasThe^ ^world’s second 
largest fqreigmresaves, said it 
would continue to bolster the lo- 
cal currency. President Lee ap^ 
pealed forcalm,and continued 
ms.electicMi campaigmng. 

China conducted two series 


of missile tests Tart year, fol- 
lowing Mr Lee’s- US -visit -in 
June, but the present exercises 
ah: taking place much closer to 
Taiwan's coastiine. There has 
been widespread concern that 
a misfir ed missile could land in 
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Lee Ten^-Hul: Tests aimed 
at denting his support 

Taiwanese waters, or even -on 
die island, triggering retaliation 
by Taiwan and a full-blown 
military conflict. 

International condemnation 
was swiff. In the most pointed 
gesture, Tokyo said it Had sent 
a patrol boat to the area to se- 
ctire the safety of navigation; 
The Prime Minister, Ryutaro 
Hashimoto said Peking’s poli- 
cy towards Taiwan was taking an 
“unfortunate direction". 

The US said the tests were 
“provocative and reckless". In 
Washington, a State Depart 
mem spokesman warned of on 
specified “consequences" if the 
missiles went off course. The Dt-. 
fense Secretary, WOliain Peny. 
said he and other White House 


of Otina’s state council. 

. “I believe the message we 
communicated was vexy clear 
and straightforward,” Mr 
said. He added that theaj . 
carrier/«^/)end(^(?was ^wut 
200 miles northl^asfof ^ -TSiwan 
and a craiser and destroys 
were, nearby... " 
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RUPERT! CORNWELL 

Washington! v 

The US wants non Wednesday's 
hastily, amtaged Middle East 
summit to produce “concrete 
measures” to counter terrorism 
and ^promote security across 
the region. 

The Secretaty of State. War- 
ren Christopher, said yesterday 
the conference, in the Egyptian 
resort of Sharm-el-Sheflth on 
the. Red. Sea. would be co- 
chaired by President Bill Clin- 
ton and - his- Egyptian 
counterpart, Hosni Mubarak. 
Among those attending will be 
King Hussein of Ionian, the 
-Palestinian leader ; Yasser 
Arafat, President Boris Yeltsin 
of Russia and the leaders or se- 
nior representatives of Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf states, 
and of the European Union - 
among them Jacques Chirac, 
the french President 
. . First suggested by Israel and 
Jordan in the wake of the recent 
suicide bombings in Israel, the 
idea of a conference was in- 
stantly seized upon by Wash- 
ington, where Mr Christopher 
and senior aides have worked 
night and day this week to iron 
out the details. The aim , said the 
Secretary of State, was to cre- 
ate a “firebreak against the 
march of events in the Middle 
East”. Washington was standing 
,L shouIder-f o-shoiilder with Is- 
rael and other peace-makers in 
the region. 7 ’ to ; stop terrorism . 
destroying the peace process. 
“Concrete steps," he predicted, 
would come out of the meeting. 

But it was not dear whether 
Syria, which has given at least 
moral support to Hamas and 
other anti-Israeli .terrorist 


groups, had even been invited 
to Shann-e 1-Sheikh. Though 
Syrian officials yesterday again 
denied the country was a haven 
for terrorists, Damascus has 
vet to issue a direct condem- 
nation of the bombings, and last 
week Israel broke off bilateral 
discussions here on a separate 
. peace with Syria. 

Experts said that with Syria 
absent, the chances of major 
practical moves against the ter- 
rorists were small, and unlikely 
to go much beyond the logisti- 
cal help already sent to Israel by 
the US, and its pressure on 
neighbouring states to redouble 
then- efforts to stamp out Hamas 
and other extremist groups. 

But however slender the tan- 
gible results, the summit's sym- 
bolic importance is huge, as a 
show of support for the peace 
process, a ringing gesture of sol- 
idarity with Israel from former 
Arab foes, and a demonstration 
to Hamas that the terrorist 
group is isolated in the region. 

The next day, as Mr Christo- 
pher begins a longer Middle 
-East tour of his own, Mr Clin- 
ton will travel to Israel to un- 
derline his own sympathy with 
the horror, grief and outrage of 
the Jewish state at the four 
bombings in the last two weeks, 
which have claimed 61 lives. 

White House officials hope 
top that the physical presence 
of a US President in Israel will 
give a boost to the staggering 
Labour government of Shimon 
Peres, facing possible defeat in 
May’s general election at the 
hands of Binyamin Netanyahu, 
whose Iikud party will have lit- 
tle truck with the peace process. 

; There are also domestic im- 
peratives for Mr Clinton. "With 
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They say that moving house is 
one of the most stressful expe- 
riences one can have -and lean 
confirm that it fiir outstrips 
living in a war zone. 

In the four traumatic weeks 
since our landlord announced 
his intention to move back into 
his Sarajevo home (two bed- 
rooms, office, sitting room with 
view of Serb trenches, kitchen, 
bathroom with running water 
most of the time, and garage) 
my household has wallowed in 
nostalgic memories of siege, 
shells and snipers. Life was so 
much simpler then. 

. For him it 'sjiist an attempt 
to escape the hideous reality of 
house-hunting in competition 
with hordes of foreigners 
arriving to rebuild Bosnia, 
refugees returning home and ah 
the veteran correspondents, aid 
workers and political advisers 
being booted from the (cheap) 
places we had snapped up dur- 
ing the war. 

■ It happened one night my 
flat-mate, Stacy, who works for 
Newsvvek, called on the last day 
of my holiday to announce our 
impending eviction. We railed 
and raged: how dare the land- 
lord want to move back into his 
own house in this callous way? 

' • Never min d. I said. I know the 
number of an estate agent who 
apparently finds bouses imme- ' 
diateiy and then charges the 
landlord. It willhe fine: now we 
can get a bigger house so that 
the various Newsweek corre- 
spondents and photographers 
who come through can. have a 
spare bedroom rather than the 

so£l This could be a blessing in 
disguise. I said. 

Thirty-odd houses later, Fm 
in the new place, admiring the 
scarlet and orange shagpOe car- 
peting the kitchen door, the 
elecmc-Mue pile on the upstairs 
floor, tharikihg God that Stacy 
went on holiday this morning: 
she will need to gather her 
strength before facing the giant, 
photographic trompe roeil (a 
woodland scene in autumn) 
decorating the stair well. Even 
retro fashion hasn’t become 
this Seventies yet. And the 
worst of it is we are only plan- 
. ning to spend two months here . 
I - it was a last resort to avoid 
imminent homelessness. 

We had found the perfect flat 
(three bedroomsand an office, 
multiple balconies, white walls, 
wood floors, gracious living, 
no view of sniper nests, just in 
case, two garages) 24 hours 
before our eviction date. The sit- 
ting tenant had even agreed to 


share with us for March and 
then move across the hall to a 
second, smaller flat. Wfc were ec- 
static for; oh. several minutes. 
Until a friend phoned to say that 
he was now being evicted from 
the smaller flat so that we could 
have the bigger place. 

We decided there had been 
enough ethnic cleansing al- 
ready, and that adding one 
cross American and his Cana- 
dian flat-mate would be A Bad 
Thing. 

The trouble here, when whin- 
ing about house-hunting, is that 
ah too many locals have had 
really stressful experiences: the 
new landlord’s family in eastern 
Bosnia, for example. Dozens of 
relatives were expelled from 
their homes -when the Serbs 
took Zvornik in 1992; they now 
live as refugees in Austria and 
Sweden. 

And one cousin who fled to 
Srebrenica that summer was 
caught by the Bosnian Serbs and 
machine-gunned . in a huge 
group; he felt his father fall 
dead, then pulled his wife down 
with him. There the couple lay 
among the corpses. A soldier 
walked up and shot his wife in 
the head but he survived, play- 
ing dead. Once the soldiers 
had gone, be found a few 
other survivors and walked 
through enemy territory to 
safety.. At least our rent money 
will fund a trip to see the son 
and daughter who fled the siege 
in 1994., 

And the landlords - he’s a 
Muslim, she’s a Croat, very’ 
Sarajevo - are so nice that we 
should be able to cope with the 
inevitable, Yugoslav flaws that 
affect even the perfect flat: 
landlords in this pan of the 
world believe that ownership 
gives them the right to wander 
in at mil, every day or so, to 
check on the place. The lawyer 
renting the perfect flat on 
behalf of its owner, a Serb who 
moved to Belgrade, adopts this 
polimr with zeal. 

Still, he surely could not be 

as bad as my fiiend Chris's land- 
lady in Zagreb: she used to pop 
in to do her ironing, cooking or 
washing every day. Eventually 
he cracked, and called her Eng- 
lish-speaking son to try to re- 
solve the issue. “I need to talk 
to you about the flat,'’ Chris 
began in a purposeful tone. 
“Fine." replied the son. “I was 
planning to come by for a show- 
er tonight after basketball so 
we’ll chat then." 

Emma Daly 


the collapse of the IRA cease- 
fire, and now the bombings in 
Israel, two peace-making ef- 
forts that were among his 
biggest foreign policy achieve- 
ments are tottering- just as the 
Presidential campaign heats up. 
■ Beirut - Lebanon's pro- Iran- 
ian Hizbollah yesterday 
slammed the summit. Renter 
reports. Hizbollah said the meet- 
ing would be “a practice of ar- 
rogant American hegemony 
over our region and a conse- 
cration of Israeli control over it". 
The organisation added that its 
guerrilla war to oust Israeli forces 
from south Lebanon and suicide 
a rucks by Palestinian groups in 
Israel were justified as they 
“target an enemy occupying the 
homeland". 



UK holds out 
for Iran links 


A woman mourns among the remains of the demolished West Bank home of Rayid 
Sharnobl, said by the Israelis to have suicide-bombed a bus in Jerusalem on Sunday 


SARAH HELM 

Paiermo 

Britain will today urge its Eu- 
ropean partners to reject Amer- 
ican calls to sever diplomatic 
links with Iran over the latest 
Middle East violence, risking a 
US-Europeun diplomatic rift. 

Malcolm Rifkind, the Foreign 
Secretary, will warn EU foreign 
ministers, meeting in Palermo, 
against the risks of Isolating 
Iran. A prime concern for 
Britain is the need to maintain 
lies with Tehran to pursue ef- 
forts to lift the fatwa against 
Salman Rushdie. While ex- 
pressing concern over evidence 
that Tehran may be supporting 
Hamas, the group which per- 
petrated the latest bloodshed, 
Mr Rifkind will say there is no 
evidence of its direct financial 
or military support. 

Refusal by the EL- to end so- 
cailed “critical dialogue", a low- 
level form of diplomatic contact 
established between the EU 
and Iran, launched in 1992, 
would anger Washington, which 
is determined to find some new 


response to Islamic militancy, 
and support Israel. The Israelis 
have long argued that Hamas is 
nurtured by Iran. Hamas lead- 
ers do not dispute their politi- 
cal allegiance to Iran but dear 
evidence that the movement is 
directly financed or armed by 
Iran has been hard to come by. 

Critical dialogue is the only 
communication available to 
Britain to put diplomatic pres- 
sure on Iran in lift the death 
threat against Mr Rushdie. The 
fatwa. issued in 19S9 after the 
publication of 77;e Satanic lin- 
es. provoked Britain to cut 
diplomatic ties with Iran. 

However, at the Edinburgh 
summit in 1992. it persuaded its 
EU partners to launch critical 
dialogue, which involves con- 
tacts between EU diplomats and 
Iranian officials in Tehran, di- 
alogue, and occasional higher- 
level contacts. 

Although the discussions 
have not brought real progress 
on the Rushdie question, the 
Foreign Office continues to ar- 
gue that dialogue is a better 
course than isolation. 


AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR N&P MEMBERS 


The Proposed Transfer of N&P’s Business 

To Abbey National 


The 


Is 
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Use Your Vote 



National & Provincial Building Society 

Any decision on voting and any election in relation to benefits should be made only after consideration of, and solely on the basis of, 
information contained in the Transfer Document enclosed with voting forms. Voting members may vote either by returning their voting 
forms by post, or by attending and voting at the Special General Meeting to be held on 1 1 April 1996. 
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The World of Multimedia 


Educational Software 


Games Software 


Multimedia is the business. 






With animation and interactive 


education and entertainment 


format ot the future. A Multimedia 


■■ information. Multimedia makes 

\-F ddbcoo?^ ; 

learning more fun and encourages 

“"•'"’'ZrSs 


Your children gain confidence with 
computers even while they’re playing 
With Spiderman,The Cartoon Maker, 


Vl' " computer combines text, colourful 

%Wii!iP^ graphics, animation, video and 

stunning CD sound, all on a PC. The potential benefits 
of Multimedia for the whole family are limitless. 


,.**• p *( 

' ~ children to research further and learn 


kids aged ‘5 and above can create cartoons, narrate 


Packard Bell, Britain's Best selling 
Multimedia PC Brand. 


more. Packard Bells PC* range include :Thinkin' 
Things, Land and Air, Max and the Machines, Sammy s 
Science, Bailey s Bookhouse, 3D Body, Bugg! An Insect 
Adventure and Learn French and Spanish with Asterix. 


stories and animate characters! 


With Packard Bell Multimedia PCs*, additional 


games software titles include Virtual PooVGoTo Bridge, 
GoTo Checkers and 9 games on the Microsoft 


Packard Bell Multimedia 




Reference Software 

Children are always asking ‘how?’ 


Entertainment Pack — all ready loaded! 


Home Entertainment Features 



PCs* have a vast range ot 


m 


pre-loaded software, plus up to 


and *\vhv?’ 


IS CD-ROM titles. 


So all you need to do is to 
plug in, switch on and you re 


- With the unique combination of 

* information and graphics, Packard Bell 

Multimedia PCs* encourage children to explore and 
have fun, with Microsoft Encana, Microsoft Dangerous 



Many of the Packard Bell PCs now. include. 


additional home entertainment features! 


readv to roll! 


Creatures and World Adas. 


There’s CD or 24 preset programmable radio 
stations* so you can listen to all the best music, plus a 
powerful remote control 4 to operate these features, or 
the PC itself, from wherever you are in the room! 


J 917 and ms mod*hL ♦ Remote Control and Fa* Modem only wabble on 906, 907. 909, 911 916. 917 and 918 models. a CompuServe is only avaflabfe « tfte **,907, 909. 

on GIB and 9155 models. Ask In store for details, t Radio card city avaiUJe « rt^dard above are for MustratJon purpo* only- Microsoft Windows *95, HAS Money. MS Worts for Windows, MS Entertainment P«*..MS Pufafche; MS Entute 

iTc, **rribo to Comous£rv«1nteniet tor a small nxmthlydur^ Ask In store for de»kAfl the are ^ haw been estimate on the aiiremsdfingprias of equwaJmpraiucHe.g. on tfw 

* 5otea.be to « The Tabe ^ p^« a.-, cakul^ed by tak.ng the price ^ Hemostead Hers HP2 7TO. P*J«d Wl ltd. Registered in Ervand No. 02SK1L A 


~s£32 


price of the software tides is i 


ir, B«teSW SOB. 5ome computer products are only available In larger stores- Chads your local! 
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Packard Bell - for both work and leisure 

Packard Bell PCs make it easy for you to take work 
home. You can create spreadsheets or presentations and 
then take a well-earned break to listen to the radio or a 
CD or play your favourite game!'. 

Work software 

Many of the Packard Bell PCs* include an 
amazing bundle of work software including CorelDraw! 
4, Microsoft Worksi MS Publisher, MS Money, Lotus 
Organiser and Corel Clipart Library. 

New Communications features 

Many of the range also include integrated 
communications features: 

fmTj Fax modem. Send and receive faxes difecdy 
[ ft to and from, your PC! 




Data modem. Subscribe to on-line services 
such as CompuServe and access the Internet! 

Ask in store for details! 

Phone. Make telephone calls via your PC which 
can be folly functional hands-free speakerphone. 


Answer Machine. Receive, store and play back 
incoming phone calls. 


The Power that's Packard Bell 


Pentium 

■rnoccaaon 


The Packard Bell 906D: Intel P75 MHz 
Processor, 8Mb RAM, S50Mb Hard Disk, 
1Mb Local Bus Video, Quad speed 
CD-ROM Drive, 3D Stereo Sound card 


and speakers, SVGA colour monitor. Fax modem, 

28. 8K BPS Data Modem for the phone, answer 
machine and access to the Internet, Remote Control. 


12 months service: All Packard Bell PCs 
4^^ft come with a 12 months' folly comprehen- 
sive guarantee, which includes servicing in vour home 
or office! If you have any problems, our experienced 
technicians are only a phone call away. 

Up to 5 years comprehensive insurance: 

Ask in store for details. 

You've seen the Package. Here's the deal. 

This Packard Bell PC is just £1699 fine VAT), 
including over £1000 worth of software? 

Come in now for a demonstration at Currys or 
Dixons (Ring 0181 200 0200 for your nearest store) or 
PC World (Ring 0990 464 464, for your nearest store). 

Packard Bell Multimedia. It’s your key to the 
future today. 


Come in now for a" demonstration at 


Work hard. Play hard 
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with Moscow 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 


Chechen rebels began melting 
back into their mountain hide- 


outs last night after an all-out 
assault od Grozny which was ev- 


idently meant as a message to 
the Kremlin that it will not end 
the war in the republic without 
negotiating with them. 

Fierce fighting continued in 
the city yesterday, but some re- 
ports indicated the Chechens 
were gradually withdrawing 
after a three-day battle in which 
they seized a third of the capi- 
tal, suffered many scores of 
casualties, but seemed a sizeable 
publicity coup. 

Russia's Interior Ministry - 
keen to imply that it has 
emerged victorious from the 
fray - said that the situation was 
“under control”, as federal 
troops began “search and de- 
stroy” missions to flush out the 
remaining pockets of Chechen 
fighters holed up in the city. 

As they did so, Anatoly Ku- 
likov. the Interior Minister - 
who co -commanded Russia's 
disastrous bombardment at Fer- 
vomaysfcoye - touched down at 
Grozny airport, where he held 
talks with the head of the 
Moscow- backed regional gov- 
ernment. Doku Zavgayev. The 
Chechen assault began" at dawn 


on Wednesday, the eve of a 
meeting of President Boris 
Yeltsin's Security Council to dis- 
cuss ways of settling the 15- 
month conflict, which he has 
vowed to end before the pres- 
idential election in June. The 
timing strongly suggests it was 
an attempt to steal the thunder 
from Mr Yeltsin, who left the 
meeting claiming to have a 
framework for a settlement, 
but without revealing details. 

The President, 'although 
vague, did indicate that the 
Russian forces wifi continue to 
fight the rebels and their leader. 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, with whom 
he has ruled out negotiations. 
The attack by the Chechens, 
who demand independence 
from Russia, appears to have 
been an effort to show that there 
can be no enduring settlement 
which excludes them. 

Comment on Chechnya in 
Moscow was muled yesterday, 
as it was a holiday, but the lat- 
est flare-up has already been 
seized upon by Mr Yeltsin’s 
political opponents, who are 
well aware of the mood of pub- 
lic anger and frustration 
engendered by the war. 

This sentiment is hardly sur- 
prising. given the disasters suf- 
fered by the Russians in the past 
six months. They have seen 
huge sums of money earmarked 


for a small Caucasus republic 
that most of the country cares 
little about, while millions of 
ethnic Russians wait for months 


for pay or pensions. 

They have witnessed their 
army, including their once- 
prized special farces, being 
humiliated at Pervomayskoyt by 
a band of 250 hostage-taking 
rebels, many of whom managed 
to escape, despite almost 
blanket bombing. 

In addition, the former mil- 
itary commander in Chechnya, 
Lt-Gen Anatoly Romanov, is 
still in a coma, the victim of a 
bomb attack in October. 

And they have seen young 
Russian soldiers dying daily. All 
this from a group of rebels 
under a former Soviet air force 
officer turned clan leader - Mr 
Dudayev - representing a 
minority of Chechens, whom 
many link with crime. 

Mr Yeltsin will be acutely 
aware that this is probably not 
the last he will hear from 
Chechnya, a war that he now 
concedes was a mis Lake, before 
the election. Although be is 
doing his best to convince vot- 
ers he has a workable solution 
to the conflicL most analysts 
doubt it. What they do not 
doubt, though, is that the rebels 
will go on doing their best to 
oust him from the Kremlin. 
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Estonia backs Chechens 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 


Estonia's difficult relations with 
Russia grew even more tense 
yesterday after Moscow de- 
nounced Estonia's parliament 
for expressing sorrow at the re- 
ported death of a Chechen 
guerrilla commander. The com- 
mander. Salman Raduyev, or- 
ganised a hostage-taking raid 
last January on the southern 
Russian town of KIzlyar and is 
said to have died in this week's 


clashes in Chechnya. 

More than 60 of Estonia's 301 


members of parliament sent a 
message of condolence to the 


Chechen leader, Dzhokhar Du- 
dayev. whose fight for indepen- 
dence is viewed with sympathy 
in Estonia. Mr Dudayev once 
commanded a Soviet air base in 
Estonia and won popularity for 
refusing to crack down on Es- 
tonia's drive for independence 
from the Soviet Union. 

Reacting to the message, the 
Russian foreign ministry said: 
“This unprecedented cynical ac- 
tion underlines once again the 
real aspirations of Estonian na- 
tionalists, who did not miss a 
chance to demonstrate their ha- 
tred of Russia. If looks as if 
Tallinn has deliberately chosen 
the path of supporting terrorism.” 


Among the main issues 
clouding relations between Es- 
tonia and Moscow are a border 
dispute and Russia's contention 
that the authorities in Tallinn dis- 
criminate against the large eth- 
nic Russian minority in Estonia. 

Western governments are 
concerned at the frosty atmos- 

E here in Estonian-Russian re- 
itions as they have strongly 
supported the independence 
of Estonia and the two other 
Baltic states, Latvia and Lithua- 
nia. The West has held back 
from offering security guaran- 
tees to the Baltic states, a fac- 
tor that complicates their hopes 
of joining the European Union. 
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Qypriot hijack plane 
heads for Bulgaria 


afi 



Hi xi st Spear Flueht Lathi. 



Ankara — A Turkish Cypriot 
plane with at least 100 passen- 
gers on board was hijacked last 
night on its way to Istanbul an 
airline official said. The Boeing 
727 was reported to be heading 
for Sofia, Bulgaria. The pas- 
sengers included Russians, Ira- 
nians, Bulgarians and Turks, 
said Umit Utku, head of the 
board of directors for the Turk- 
ish Cypriot airline. AP 

Killer confesses 


IMREKARACS 

Bonn 


Paris — A former soldier in the 
Bosnian Serb army has de- 
scribed his part In the execution 
of about 1,200 Bosnian Muslim 
prisoners in a angle day after 
the fall of Srebrenica last sum- 
mer. DrazenErdemovictold the 
newspaper Le Figaro he be- 
lieved he personally shot dead 
about 70 people. Reuter 

Aids robber dies 


Un-in — Ferdinando Attanasio, 
38, a member of the “Aids 
Gang”, a trio who robbed banks 
knowing they could not go to jail 
because of their illness, has 
died in a Turin hospital. Reuter 

Amnesty plea 


Cape Town — A self-confessed 
assassin of the apartheid era, 
Dirk Coetzee, said be had ap- 


plied to Archbishop Desmond 
Turn's Truth and Reconciliation 


W hen the monks who lived at Bury St. 
Edmunds abbev in 1 pontiirw 


Turn's Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission for an amnesty 
for 27 crimes including six 
murders. Reuter 


The inalienable right of Eastern 
Europe's German diaspora to 
migrate to the Pbtheriand has 
come under attack from leading 
opposition politicians, spark- 
ing a furious, almost racist row. 

As an estimated 700,000 eli- 
gible applicants wait their turn 
“with suitcases packed” to join 
the annual flow of 220,000 
Volga Germans from Russia, 
the government in Bonn, egged 
on by the opposition Social 
Democrats, is preparing to stem 
the tide. Germany saysltcanno 
longer afford- the Aussiedler - 
“settlers” -a term used for peo- 
ple of German ancestry who are 
guaranteed citizenship and the 
right of residence under the 
country’s constitution. 

Though the government has 
been secretly working on a plan 
to cut the annual quota, the 
issue was unexpectedly lobbed 
into the political arena last 
weekend by Oskar Lafontaine, 
the leader of the Social De- 
mocrats. “We have taken in 35 
mOfion immigrants,' " he said “In 
the last few years we have tak- 
en in 1 million extra people of 
working age, and they are walk- 


EUZABETH NASH 

Madrid 
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Ga rotted: Big business is behind the new regulations for the Rastrd, which could force 
small traders out of the popular flea-market Photograph: Robert Harding Picture Library 


Traders of the Rastro, the best 
known flea-market in Spain, are 
up in arms over plans by 
Madrid’s regional government 

that th^ fear wiD choke off their 
livelihood. They say proposals 
to regulate street selling wiB 
slash their number from 1,745 
to 300 and transform the face 
. of the capitals much loved 
landmark. 

The draft law would oblige 
street sellers to pay an “eco- 
- comic activities" tax phaS in- 
surance and social security 
contributions that traders fear 
could amount to £180 a month. 

■ But many make so little from 
their that they would be 
driven away, according to the 
Independent Association of 
Rastro Traders that represents 
the majority of foe stallholders. 

“We work only on Sundays 
and for most of us it is the only 
income we have. Some people 
have been coining for 30 or 40 
years, artisans selling then-own 
handicrafts, and we canY afford 
to pay extra taxes. The author- 
ities axe treating iis as profes- 
aouai traders, bust meet of us are 
not,” says the Iratfcrs' president, 
Mario Agreda- 

Mr Agreda believes the reg- 
ulations would break a tradi- 
tional bond between the people 
of Madrid, internsaioari vans 
foBwhom the Rastro is as es- 
sential a port of call as the 
Prado, and the workersof the 
area. "They are squeezing ua 
wfth a vile garotte, so that we 
wtH disappear, frying to make 
us into dinosaurs, air extinct 
species/* Mr -Agreda ' said 
yesterday. ' " ._ 

At present, Rastro traders pay 
only an annual fee for the right 
to occupy a spot on the street. 
There is no actual street Called 
the Rastro. The area, a focus of 
mfonnal trading forcrarfuries, 
covers a vast sprawl of streets in 
what used tcv be known as the 
'Mow quartws”, a nod to the 
area's working dass origins and, 
its low-lying situation. 


It fot« out from the Plaza 
Cascorro, dominated by a raan- 
nmeni honouring a soldier from 
a nearty.oqjhana^c who vob 
imteered for a suicide mission 
against Coban rebels in ISW. 
Up to half a mStion people cram 
through on a summer Sunday. 
The area i^studded with tapas 
bars, which as lunch time ap- 
proaches become filled with 
those seeking wine, prawns mid 
respite from the sun that spears 
you in the face. These . bars 
“would all die” warns Mr 
Agreda.. 

The bead of theUCTT unkm!s 
trade and -restaurants division, 
Daniel Rrieio, says tftereguja- 
tions are inspired by business in- 
terests. “Street tmdktgaccounls 
for huge sums of money, and bjg 
companies want to push the lit- 
tle antique dealers or jewellery 
makers or quill pen collectors 
out of this traditional centre, so 
that .they can move in 
themselves/" he said yesterday. 

Eugenio Morales, a Socialist 
cm Madrid’s city council, which 
is run by the conservative Pop- 
ular fferty, said his group would 
propose the opening of a con- 
sultation process at the council 
meeting next Tuesday. “Any 
new reflation must arise from 
discussions among those 
affected, die; traders and neigh- 
bourhood associations:, every- 
one involved m. the Rastro. 
You can't impose a law that no 
one wants, or you’ll have trou- 
ble,” be warned yesterday. 

1 Those responsible far the 


rave to comply, bat amend- 
ments will be considered. Car- 
men Caballero, head of trade 
and consumer, affaire for the re- 
gional government, said 
yesteztfoy:. 

>?*Wfe are preparing^ law that 
will . regulate street trading in 
general; and the Rastro is one 
of many street maikets- Ouraim 
is m tfigpify the profession of 
street trader ana protect the 
consumex.Butif the.TbwnHall 
asks us to make an exception for 
the Rastro we are prepared to- 
consider (heir request.” 


mg straight into unemployment 
- into unempk'ymeni benefit or 
to drawa pension or %o get wel- 
fare support.” 

This year. 3.3bn marts 
(£l-5m) of public money is ear- 
marked to help the Aussiedkr' 
to integrate into society, and an- 
other DMllbn will be paid out 
in pensions to Germans who 
were not born in Germany. At 
a time of rising unemployment 
and stagnating economy, this is 
fuelling resentmentamca?g vot- 
ers, a sentiment Mr Lafontaine, 
with ah eye on forthamung 
regional elections, is now tryi ng 
to tap. 

But his remark, formalised on 
Tuesday by a Bundestag motion 
which called for the right Of re- 
turn to be restricted to those 
who already have relatives in 
Germany, has degenerated into 
a debate about ethnicity. InaiaBy 
denouncing Mr Lafontaine for 
“populist demagogneiy”, the 
government was nevertheless 
quick to concede that many of 

not really German at all. 

Radio talk-shows are over- 
heating as the nation argues for 
the first time in 50 years over 
what constitutes an ethnic Get- 
man. Callers cite anecdotal ev- 


idence of alarming crime rates 
io/hissza&rneigfa^ 
purported Germans speaking in 
strange tongues, and of a 
deplorable work ethic. 

Opinion polls show the 
Aussiedler axe not much more 
popular than Bosnian refugees. 
According to a survey in the 
weekly Die Wodie this week, 70 
per "cent agree with Mr 
Lafontaine’s proposal to limit 
their number. 

Those who match expectations 
of cultural identity may never- 
Ades bring m spouses from the 
steppes of Central Asia, where 
the Volga Germans were dis- 
persed by Stalin after Hitter’s 
invasion in 1941. Even if their 
families do not find integration 
hard, their new neighbours in 
Germany often do. 

This is the racist undercurrent , 
Mr Lafontaine stirred up. Crit- 
ics say the issue was conjured up 
for the elections in the son them 
Land of Badeu-Wurttemberg, 
the third most popular Aussied- 
ler destination last year. The 
state abo has 10 per cent of the 
vote up for grabs* captured by 
the now-defunct extreme right 
Republicans five years ago. 
These are the votes Mr La- 
fontaine is now turning to win. 


y y Edmunds abbey in the 13th century 
were allowed to speak (which wasn’t very 
often). Latin was the haly order of the day. 

Indeed, for a young novice entering 
the monastery, it was a sine qua non. 

Fortunately, he would have found it 
far easier to get his tongue 
round the eight pints of the 
Abbot's Ale he was allowed 
-in the evening. 

The ale was brewed in 
the monastery with natural 




spring water drawn from its own well. 

Today we’re still drawing water from 
the same source for our own Abbot Ale. 
And while most other beers are 
fermented for just three or four 
days, Abbot is fermented slowly ^ 
for a full seven ('Blessed by the 
Sabbath') to give it a rich, deep 
flavour. |Pif[ 

Many have declared it to be jjgpSfe 
one of the finest real ales 


Goya painting found 

Madrid — Workers renovating 


£499 To Australia 
Next Winter? 




have stumbled upon a previ- 
ously unknown painting by 
Francisco de Goya. Prado Mu- 
seum curators confirmed the 
painting, which depicts souls in 
purgatory and religious figures, 
is a Goya. AP 

22 die as flats fall 


around. And even, on occasions, n 


Bombay — Rescue workers 
dug 22 bodies from the rubble 
of a collapsed apartment build- 
ing and searched for up to sev- 
en missing people. The death 
toll could reach 30. said Bom- 
bay’s chief fire officer. AP 


the ne plus ultra. 


Abbot -ble 


FROM GREENE KING 



Age of content 

Columbia, Sooth Carolina — 
Senator Strom Thurmond, at 93 
and 94 days, yesterday became 
the oldest person ever to sit in 
the Senate. “It’s just another day 
as far as I’m concerned," said 
Mr Thurmond. AP 
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wave 


to White House 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Jacksonville, Florida 

Dpn Brewer’s pride and joy is 
The Chart It stands on Lhe wall 
of Ms office here, plotting how 
in the space of 109 days last 
year, John Delaney rose from 
from 3.per cent in the polls to 
be elected the first Republican 
mayor of Jacksonville since the 
Reconstruction era after the 
CivflWu-. . . 

True. Mr Delaney had a lit- 
tle help: a split Democratic 
field, the city's capture of a 
brand new NFL franchise, the 
Jacksonville Jaguars, in which 
he was largely instrumental - 
and of course the enthusiasm 
and zeal of Mr Brewer, a local 
party chairman whose sheer 
love of the game of politics bub- 
bles in eveiy word he utters. 

Not of course that Mr De- 
laney’s stunning victory of 1995 
has much direct bearing on the 
pre-ordained victory of Bob 
Dole on Tuesday in Florida 
when, barring an astounding 
reversal,.he wm scoop up the 9S 
delegates at stake in the presi- 
dential primary. At the present 
pace - and especially after Mr 
Dole won all 93 delegates in 
New York on Thursday. - 
“Super Tuesday’? is turning into 
“Superfluous Tuesday”, just an- 
other step in his progress to- 
wards coronation at the party 
convention in San Diego this 
August. 

Lamar Alexander had made 
a big push here, but the former 
Tennessee Governor pulled out 
this week and threw his support 
behind Mr Dole. Steve Forbes's 
flat-tax message may stir some 
excitement in Florida's retiree 
community, and Pal Buchanan 
will doubtless pick up votes 
among born-again Christians 
and sundry right-wingers in 
these northern parts of Florida, 
rooted in old Dixie. 

Indeed, Mr Buchanan’s op- 
eration In Jacksonville last 
month provided one. of the. 
more bizarre incidents so far of 
Election ’96, when H was re- 
vealed that his volunteer local 
organiser, Surau Lamb, was a 
follower of David Duke, Ku 
Klux KJarisman, white su r 
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premad st and erstwhile candi- 
date for Governor of Louisiana. 

Television crews and re- 
porters descended on Republi- 
can headquarters here to search 
for incriminating racist litera- 
ture. The hunt was in vain, the 
organiser was sacked. But the 
embarrassment for Jacksonville 
Republicans was real: “Obvi- 
ously we can't do background 
checks on everyone who offers 
to help a candidate,” said Mr 
Brewer. “Bnt this perception of 



Bob Dole: His party must 
leam how to be a majority 

Mr Buchanan will hurt our par- 
ty. The real question is why peo- 
ple like Ms Lamb are attracted 
to him." 

So Mr Dole it is, the man with 
the machine but no message - 
managing none the less to find 
a little something for everyone 
in this rootless state. Up here 
his conservatism and military 
reconi plays well. The senior cit- 
izens in their retirement com- 
munities see one of their oWn . 
in a mail' of 72, while down 
southhis ftd urinations against 
Fidel Castro please the Cuban- 
Americans in Miami. “In Flori- 
da especially," said Mart 
Corrigan, political scientist at 
North Floi^a University here, 
“momentum is everything, and 
right, now Dole has it. I expect 
him to get 40 to 50 per cent." 


But will that momentum last 
until November? In Florida, as 
across the country, thoughts 
are already turning to the gen- 
eral election. “It's time to put 
this thing to bed." Mr Dole told 
his New York victory party by 
satellite from a campaign stop 
* in Thmpa Bay/St Petersburg on 
Thursday evening. “If the oth- 
ers want to stay in, they should 
focus on Bill Clinton, not me. 
Let’s move od to the big job, of 
restoring conservative leader- 
ship to the White House.” 
Which leads us back to Mayor 
John Delaney. 

His election last May was yet 
more proof of the change that 
is redrawing the US socio-po- 
litical map - the secular shift of 
the South from Democrats to 
Republicans. Florida is one of 
the last hold-outs. The Repub- 
licans have a majority of the 
state senate and, Mr Brewer 
says, will capture its House of 
Representatives this autumn. 
But one of its senators is still a 
Democrat, and a brilliant 1994 
campaign enabled Lawton 
Chiles to hang on as Governor. 

This is the wave that Mr 
Dole must ride to win the 
While House. “The trouble is 
there's no enthusiasm for him,” 
noted Mr Corrigan. “You can’t 
establish a base here because 
the base is always moving." 
Florida, so much of it a glis- 
tening. transient Anywhere 
USA “is a restless place’, always 
channel-surfing politically and 
socially." And therein lies Mr 
Clinton’s opportunity. 

Although Florida has voted 
Republican in every presiden- 
tial election since 1980, Mr 
Chiles’ win has Democrats this 
year hoping. All the more vital 
therefore for Republicans to 
consolidate their gains m the 
north of the state. But despite 
The Chart, Mr Brewer is a 
worried man. 

Pan stems from the sheer lack 
of excitement Mr Dole arous- 
Cs, part from a failure to adjust ‘ 
after the conquest of Congress • 
is 1994. “Our advance is not ir- 
reversible,’’ Mr Brewer warned. 
“We still haven’t learnt bow to 
be a majority." 

Dole profile, page 19 



Family affair Steve Forbes with his daughters in New York where he pledged to stay in the race Photograph: Reuter 


Court 
supports 
right 
to die 


TIM CORNWELL 

Los Angeles 

The ruling by a US federal ap- 
peal court declaring a consti- 
tutional righi to die has -harply 
divided .American doctors *nd 
set the scene for a painful 
national debate over the issue 
of assisted suicide. 

The strongly worded decision 
was a virtual invitation to the 
Supreme Court to step into a 
thorny area of medical ethics 
that, like abortion, pits the 
sanctity of life against 
personal freedom of choice, 
legal experts said. 

The Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco de- 
clared on Wednesday that a 
menially competent, terminal- 
ly ill adult ~has a strong liber- 
ty interest in choosing a 
dignified and humane death 
rather than being reduced at the 
end of his existence to a child- 
like state of helplessness, dia- 
pered. sedated, incompetent". 

The ruling in a case involving 
three terminally ill patients, all 
of whom have since died, ap- 
plies to nine western sLaies 
from California to Alaska. 

The court overturned local 
statutes banning assisted suicide 
and said doaors, pharmacists 
and family members who 
helped a patient to an early 
death were not to be prosecut- 
ed. Its derision came as a jury 
in Michigan yesterday debated 
the case of Dr Jack Kevorkian, 
the controversial figure known 
as “Dr Death" who has flout- 
ed US laws by helping 27 peo- 
ple take their own fives. He 
faces up to four years in jail. 

Though polls suggest a 
majority of US doctors favour 
legalising assisted suicide, the 
American Medical Association 
attacked the ruling, along with 
some churches. Right-to-life 
groups raised the spectre of 
bungled mercy killings and of 
people pushed into choosing 
death by the pressure of 
medical bills or impatient 
family members. 

The Ninth Circuit has a long- 
standing reputation as one of 
the most liberal appeal courts 
in the country and has often 
been over-ruled by the Supreme 
Court Washington slate pros- 
ecutors, who brought the case, 
have 90 days to appeal. 
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What you 
save with 
Hamilton 
Direct 
Bank 


ever*" compares ro chose - 
[ . of some of our competitors. 

With Hamilton Direct Bank, a • 

' ^vision of HFC'Bank pic, you can 
cake out an unsecured Personal Loan for 
any amount from £500 to £10,000 for absolutely 
any reasont. For example, buying a new car, paying 
• off your credit cards or building a new kitchen. 
So why not take advantage of our attractive 

. fixed rates: ’ ■ ' 

H 4.8% APR 

on unsecured Personal Loans from £5,000 ro £1 0,000. 

16-9%APR ... j! 

on unsecured Personal Loans from £500 to £4,999. 





a diflericiu rare. 


HAMILTON 

Direct Bank 

A division of RPC Bonk pit 


s_c ; 


We have the money to hand. 
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DAYS 


in The 

LiFe 


fflonK 



Day On£. 

Prayer, chanting and good works. 

Day two. 

More prayer, chanting 
and good works. 

Day Three. 

More of the above. 

Day Four. 

Ditto. 


Day Five, 

More ditto. 

Day Six. 

Even more ditto. 

Day Seveh. 

At last! Arrival of the 
Abbot's Ale 

after 7 days fermentation. 

Celebrate with prayer, 
chanting and good works 


FROM 


AbboTale 


GREENE 


K l N G 
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M. 

Krishnan 


M. Krbhnan was the biggest 
name in Indian wildlife pho- 
tography. Without him several 
of India's wildlife sanctuaries 
would never have been set up 
and the conservation work of 
Operation Tiger would have 
been far the poorer in concept 
and design. Within the Indian 
Board of Wildlife his was the 
voice of the forest. Like the foot- 
prints of Lhe Elephas maxim us 
(the Indian elephant) that he 
photographed so extensively. 
Krishnan's stature will be mea- 
sured now. after he has passed 
on. 

The secret of Krishnan's suc- 
cess lay. of course, in the qual- 
ity of his photographs. They 
were not slick, not the bind that 
take your breath away, but they 
had a clarity, a purity: they were 
ibe closest thing to die original. 
The uncompromisingly accurate 
texts that accompanied his pic- 
tures. fori nigh L after fortnight, 
in lhe English-language news- 
paper the Shiicsman of Calcut- 
ta. were another triumph. His 
column "Country Notebook", 
begun in 1950. ran continuous- 
ly for 45 years. The last emn ap- 
peared the day he died, making 
it the oldest surviving column in 
Indian journalism. It had a cult 
following, and was read by ecol- 
ogists and lay readers alike for 
its accuracy' "and authenticity, 
and for the quality of his 
English prose. 

Some of Krishnan's popular 
writings were put together in a 
fascinating book. Jungle and 
Backyard ( 1965. published in 
Britain in 199? and still in 
print), which tells the story of 
a man who belongs to that 
margin of life where the human 
and animal worlds are noL af- 
ter all, so separate. It is illus- 
trated not by photographs but 
by ink-drawings. Krishnan was 
an extraordinarily gifted sketch- 
er. and the book' ranks with the 
best in English Jay writing on 
nature, but without compro- 
mising his first principle: total 
accuracy of observation. 

In the mid-1960s. Krishnan 
was given a Fellowship by the 
Jawahurlal Nehru Memorial 
Fund to do an ecological mam- 
malian survey of peninsular In- 


dia. He carried out the assign- 
ment with matchless skill, 
monumental patience and un- 
remitting labour. His unique 
understanding of animal be- 
haviour helped. Be it the dhole 
(wild dog') at Periyar (Kerala), 
the elephant in Mudumalai- 
Bandipur (Tamil Nadu-KeraJa) 
or the tiger in Kanha (Madhya 
Pradesh), Krishnan understood. 
Blake-like, the immortal hand 
or eye that entitled him to 
frame its fearful symmetry. De- 
scribing how he photographed 
a tigress from the top of an 
elephant at Kanha, he wrote: 

I was positively anxious not to do any- 
thing that might panic her. as the Im- 
possibly contrasty lighting, with the 
overhead sun casting patches of 
dense shade and brilliant highlights 
ail over, presented quite sufficient 
photographic problems without the 
added' one of the subject bolting. 
However, in an attempt to get her to 
rate her head and open her eyes ful- 
ly. loud clucks with the tongue were 
tried to no effect &eiy rune the ele- 
phant was moved, the noise of its feet 
on the littcr-suewn ground made her 
open her eyes partially, for visual con- 
firmation of nei hearing, and l was 
able to cel her to raise her head and 
stare sleepily only by making the 
elephant shuffle its feet without 
moving. 

His illustrated report India's 
Wildlife ( 1975 1 is a rigorously sci- 
entific document, perhaps the 
first and last of its kind to be 
produced tn post-independent 
India. It is also Krishnan's 



The Tigress on the Bock, photograph by M. Krishnan. For Krishnan, nature always came before the art and science of photography 


magnum opus. 

Krishnan's forest visits were 
frequent and seemingly inter- 
minable. He was away on one 
of his indefinite absences in a 
remote forest in 1970 when his 
wife. lndu. opened a telegram 
seeking Krishnan's willingness 
to receive the President of In- 
dia's decoration of Padraa Shri. 
lndu wired "his" acceptance at 
once: she knew her husband. He 
could take months returning or, 
equally likely, decline the hon- 
our as' patronising. In fact, he 
rather appreciated the presi- 
dential gesture because na- 
tional and international awards 
were the only kind of recogni- 
tion he was likely to get he was 
too proud to seek professional 
awards or enter contests, to 
lobby critics or the press. 

Krishnan refused to accept 


much less adapt to new tech- 
nology. Modem technology 
outpaced his band-assembled 
camera; his developing and 
printing techniques seemed to 
belong to a bygone age. For him 
the function of the camera was 
to record without bias. His 
lenses were never in competi- 
tion with the subject; for 
Krishnan. nature always came 
before the an and science of 
photography. Self-adjusting 
light and distance mechanisms, 
for him. were shortcuts 
unworthy of forests. 

Even as younger and more 
successful cameramen whizzed 
from forest or “ethnic" site to 
exhibition venues in the west- 
ern hemisphere, Krishnan’s 
travel remained confined to 
where his subjects were - in the 
dappled forests of India. Except 
for field trips, he rarely left 
Madras, visiting Delhi a few 
limes perhaps, and never once 
going abroad. Neither did he 


bold photo exhibitions nor 
publish “i 
Krishnan could be scathing 


ublish “coffee-table" books. 


about the fast-spawning school 


of “nature writers", pointing out 
their scant attention to deiafl. 
In his opinion, you had to know 
about the taxonomy, the mor- 
phology. the behavioural pat- 
terns, before you wrote or took 
“pitchers", as he called them. 

Krishnan's camera took in 
the non-animal world too, al- 
though warily. He did some re- 
markable photography, in the 
mid-1970s, of the little-known 
monuments of Pudukkottai, a 
former princely state near the 
town ofTiruchirappalli in Tamil 
Nadu. Using long exposures 
and no flash he captured the 
12th-century fresco secco 
murals in the Jaina cave at Sit- 
tannavasai for the Pudukkottai 
District Gazetteer. Krishnan 
knew that his photography of 
the fading Sittanna vasal murals 
reproduced in the Gazetteer 
would be invaluable as a historic 
record, which is perhaps why be 
allowed me to photograph him 
operating his camera - a care 
privilege. 

Encouraged as a youth by his 
father (the novelist Madhaviah) 
to become a lawyer. Krishnan 


did obtain the degree. But while 
this gave his no-nonsense mind 
an additional weapon to engage 
income-tax and other govern- 
ment agencies with, he never 
adopted the profession. He was 
a serious scholar of early Tamil, 
inheriting the skill from his fa- 
ther. He enjoyed quibbling over 
the two-looped as opposed to 
the three-looped “n" in that 
ancient script. More recently, 
he attempted writing a Tamil 
detective story. 

Never guilty of underesti- 
mating his own exceptional tal- 
ent, Krishnan nonetheless lived 
a life of self-imposed obscuri- 
ty. When not in the forests, he 
hibernated in the bush cover of 
his home-cum-5tudio in Madras. 
Krishnan's reclusion was noto- 
rious. He would meet callers 
only if he approved of them; 


logue. Reference to some offi- 
cial’s stonewalling of a forest 
project or the jejune writing of 
an ecological “specialist" would 
ignite the guru. “What do they 
know?" was a favourite riposte. 

And generally Krishnan 
would be right. Even those who 
knew a great deal managed to 



return to his studio, very much 
like the Indian porcupine be has 
described: 


Apart from the noise made by (he 


others ran the risk of being dis- 
lony. ffr 


>qu 

. rag sound, suddenly growing large 
and indistinct: its getaway Is marked 
by sharply angled turns, and when it 
has pul some distance between itself 
and what alarms it, thequUksubade 
suddenly , so that the animal becomes 
much smaller, darker and harder to 


missed without ceremony, fif you 
were among the lucky ones, 
Krishnan would emerge from 
his darkroom bare-chested; 
barefoot and in none-too-fresh 
a lungi, to regale you for an hour 
or more with an acerbic mono- 


GopsI Gandhi 


Eric Briault 


Eric Briault, geographer, ath- 
lete, conscientious objector and 
educator, will be remembered 
for his enormous contribution 
to the education service in Lem- 
don. For 20 years he was the 
Deputy Education Officer 
(1956-71) and then the Educa- 
tion Officer (1971-76), initially 
of the London County Council, 
then of its successor body, the 
Inner London Education 
Authority. He was a leading pro- 
tagonist of the large compre- 
hensive school as the solution 

to the problems of selection and 

the abolition of the 11 plus. He 
never ceased to be, at heart, a 
teacher - though he became a 
brilliant administrator. 

Eric was a scholarship boy. 
He followed that route through 
g ramm ar school in Brighton to 
Peterhouse, Cambridge, where 
he took a First in Geography 
and gained Blues as a middle- 
distance and cross-country run- 
ner. He then went straight into 
teaching, but continued his. 
studies by working on land 
utilisation in Sussex, gaming 
a PhD in 1939. His interest in 
geography, especially in field 
studies, remained. For 10 
years (1953-63) he was hon- 
orary secretary of the Royal 
Geographical Society. 

After 15 yeans’ teaching, in- 
cluding a decade as Head of 
Geography at Latymer Upper 
School in Hammersmith, he 
was appointed Inspector of Ge- 
ography with the LCC. -Thai 
post carried with it the respon- 



Briaute London schools 


Madhaviah Krishnan, wildlife 
photo&apher and writer, bom SO 
June 1912: married (one son): 
died Madras IS February 1996. 


Minnie Pearl 


“Humor is the least recorded 
but certainly one of the most im- 
portant aspects of live country 
music." If this statement is in 
any way true, much of the cred- 
it lies with the woman on whose 
plaque in Nashville's Country 
Music Hall of Fame it has been 
inscribed: Minnie Pearl. 

For over half a century 
“Cousin" Minnie was among 
the most popular and beloved 
stars of Music City's WSM 
Grand Ole Opry radio show, and 
was unc of a select group of per- 
formers able to lay claim to the 
status of "Nashville legend". 

Strolling on to the Opry stage 
she would greet the audience 
with a shrill “Howdeec! I'm just 
so proud to be here!" before 
Oiling them in on her latest 
unsuccessful efforts to “ketch a 
feJJer". Her trademark was n 
wide-brimmed, be flowered 
straw hat. dangling o SI. 98 
price-tag. Nashville lore has it 
she had forgotten to remove it 
on her d£but and retained it af- 
terwards for good luck. In fact 
she alwavs made her own hats. 


Bom in 1912, Pearl always 
claimed to have come from 
Grinder's Switch, Tennessee, 
in reality a railroad junction sta- 
tion just outside Centerville, the 
hometown of her alter ego and 
creator Sarah Ophelia Colley. 

Passionately interested in 
vaudeville as a child, she stud- 
ied stage technique at the ex- 
clusive Ward Belmont College. 
Nashville, graduating with a 
degree in speech and drama. 
From 1934 she worked for the 
Atlanta-based Wayne B. Sewell 
Co, directing amateur theatre 
productions throughout the 
region. 

It was during this period that 
she began to develop her com- 
ic persona, observing and ab- 
sorbing the characteristics and 
traits of people she encountered 
on her lravels, notably those of 
an .Alabama woman whom she 
always later cited as the origi- 
nal “Minnie Pearl". She audi- 
tioned in November 1940 for 
the famous radio bam dance 
The Grand Ole Opry. receiving 
a mere SlO. Invited back the fol- 


lowing Sunday she joined the 
regular cast. 

Her arrival on the Opry co- 
incided with a sea-change in its 
talem line-up as it moved away 
from a reliance on old-time 
string bands like the Crook 
Brothers, towards a roster of 
solo stars, notably her friend and 
mentor Roy Acuff. In 1943 she 
joined Ernest Tubb. PCe Wee 
King and other Opry stars as 
part of the “Camel Caravan" 
which toured military bases 
entertaining the troops, and in 
1947 performed in the first 
country show held at Carnegie 
Hall in New York. 

At the end of the war, the co- 
median Rod Brasfield joined 
(he Opry cast and although his 
somewhat risque humour was at 
odds with Pearl's, they proved 
a popular double act until his 
death in 1958. 

Despite her renown on radio 
and later television, Minnie 
Pearl never enjoyed much suc- 
cess as a singer." Although she 
cut sides for Everest. Starday 
and RCA - including “Papa 


Loves Malabo", a delightfully 
awful duet with Grandpa Jones 
- she broke into the Top Ten 
only once with “Giddy Up Go 
Answer" (1966), a response to 
Red Sovine's 1965 chart-topper. 

Television however, first 
through //«?e Haw and then The 
Nashville Network, brought her 
monologues and corny jokes 
into the homes of millions of 
Americans. In 1975 she re- 
ceived the genre's highest ac- 
colade, election to the Country 
Music Hall of Fame. 

Although latterly plagued by 
ill-health (she had a debilitat- 
ing stroke in 1991), Pearl re- 
mained a revered figure; one 
whose example as the first ma- 
jor female star in country mu- 
sic was rightfully acknowledged 
by the generations of country 
women who have followed. 


Paul Wadey 


Sarah Ophelia Colley (Minnie 
Peari), entertainer bam Center- 
\ille, Tennessee 25 October 1912: 
married 1947 Henry Cannon; 
died Nashville 4 March 1996. 



Peart ‘Howdeeel I'm just so proud to be hereT Photograph: Redfems 


abilities of being the District In- 
spector for Lambeth. This was 
Briault 5 s first exposure to work- 
in&mth underprivileged inner- 
city children, and it marked all 
his subsequent career. Much lat- 
er, in 1973, there appeared in 
the Introduction to an Education 
Service far the Whole Commu- 
nity (the only ILEA report ever 
circulated to every teacher in 
London) the sentence: .' . 

We are sometimes dismayed by the 
way in which children are tugged 
apart by the divergent influences 
upon them: a home whfcfc has no con- 
tact with school, teachers who do not 



It could have been the young 
Eric Briault speaking. 

As an inspector with a solid 
teaching background, Briault 
well understood the need to 
combine support for teachers in 
the classroom with constructive 
criticism of their failings, fit dif- . 
ficult situations, as at Risingfaill 
Comprehensive, where he arr- 
anged for the Head's departure, 
he could, and did, act swiftly and 
resolutely when he thought that 
children were being short- 
changed. His earlier experi- 
ences stood him in good stead 
later on when the H.FA became 
the subject of adverse criticism 
from ill-informed sources. 

At the same time, be had the 


coherent values system. « fetch 
made it impossible for turn to 
comprehend the events at the 
WSliam IVadsle Junior School 
■in 1975. if .feted Sad his, way, 
the teachers would have been 
summari ly dismissed: in thy 
event, he was. still giving evj. 
dence to the subsequent disci- 
plinary tribunal in his last week 
of service with the ILEA. 

His experience and interests 
m ea nt that. Briault was more 
concerned with . London s 
schools than with the rest of the 
service, even though the ILEA 
bad an exceptionally well- 
developed further and adult 
education service, and was re- 
sponsible for about one-fifth or 
the country's polytechnic high- 
er education. Bra tilt's practice 
was toensure thatimsenksrcol- 
leagues working' in the post- 
schools sector were on tap of 
thejob, and then, except in.the 
provision of readier framing, to • 
let them get on with ft. : 

hi this way.am^jor reor- - 
ganisado n of the HJEAs further 
education colleges was carried 
through in .the early 1970s, and 
the support af the grear poly-, 
technics rested on other shoul- 
ders, even during the travails at 
the Polytechnic of North Lon- 
don. Briault continued tns com- 
mitment into 'semi-retirement, 
.when, having moved to Sussex, 
he worked as a visiting profes- 
soratlbe university. . 

He was fortunate with his 
ititicians. In those days, pub- 
w service in the great county 
education authorities attracted 
very committed and able peo- 
ple. London was no exception, 

. and Eric BriauJt's name will 

always be coupled vrith those of 

(Sir) Ashley BriunaH, Leader of 
the ILEA from 1970, and the 
very knowledgeable group of 
senior politicians who worked 
with him. For a brief period, it 
seemed as though the formi- 
dable team of tough politicians 
uiuted with the tu^ily compe- 
tent officers under Eric Briault’s 
leadership could really trans- 
form the London education 
service for the benefit of those 
it sought to serve. It was not to 
be, though to many observers 
the fault jeemed to lie across 
the road in the DES, and in 
Westminster; rather than in 
County Hafl. 

Throughout his life, Briault 
was a committed, practising 
Christian. IBs firm faith had ied 
hun to register as a conscien- 
tious objector in the Second 
World War, and Protestant 
Christian values underpinned all 
he sought to do. Even when he 
was “the Eihication Officer 5 ’, his 
colleagues knew that only the 
most important and immediate 
matter would keep him away 
fiomweekN<hoirjnactjceathis 
church in Harrow. 

To many. be seemed on first 
meeting to be almost excessively 
reserved. Bui be was capable of 
great personal warmth. He and 




his wife Marie (who survived 
six days) regularly 


himby ontysix „ 

entertained newly appointed 
junior colleagues at their home; 
iris human legacy is to be found 
in the many former members of 
ILEA staff who will remember 
him with affection and respect 
John Sevan 


weaknesses of his strengths. 

land those 


He could not understand t 
whose approach to children’s 
needs was uninformed by any 


Erie, William Henry Briault, 
leather and ed u cat ion officer: 
bom London 24 December 1911; 
Inspector of Schools, LCC 1948- 
56; Deputy Education Officer, 
1LE4 1956-71; Education Offi- 
cer, ILEA 1971-76; CBE 1976; 
Visiting Professor of Education. 
Sussex University 1977-81, 1984- 
85: /named 1935 Marie Knight 
(died 1996; two sons, one daugh- 
ter); died Burwash. Sussex 14 
January 1996. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


FOX / BENNETT: On 2~ February, fo 
Ruih .inJ Philip, a sort. Alnuir Pe- 
wr Fo*. A brother for Patrick and 
Thomas. 


DEATHS 


RACKHAM: .Arthur. Peacefully ai 
home after a Ions illness, aged 75 
years, on v March lyori. wine mer- 
chant. dearly lowed huytvnd of Billie 
and dear father of Gillian. Pamela and 
James. Requiem mass ai Si Eicon- 
w aid's Church, WbJion-on-Thames 
Thursday W March. Ilfcun. followed 
to 3 burial 3i Burble Cauclun. Her - 

sham, a 1 1 l.l 5am. Family flowers only. 
Unnauon . if desired to Walton Com- 
munity Hospital. c.'o Mrs Caroline 
Slickncy. Hospital Administrator (in 
memory cl .Arthur Heart KucUumi. 

Reduce Road, Wallon-un-Thanu.-*:. 
Surrey'KTlf 5LB. 


Vn noun cements for Ga zette BIRTHS. 
CARRIAGES & DEATHS < Births. 
Vitop lions. Marriages Deaths. Memo- 
ill services. Wcddiqg anniversaries in 
tlcmuruunl should to <f m » n wridnj: 
x. the Gaiede Edftoc The Independent, 
[ Canada Square. Canary Wharf, Lon- 
lon El 4 5DL. telephoned lo ftl71-2«3 
!0H (24-hour answering machine 
1171-293 2012) or fared to 0171-293 
IQW. and are cftalged at £650 a line 
VAT extra). 


'flanging of the Guard 
ODAV: The Household GraB? Mourn- 
J Peftmcnl mounts the Queen's Life 
luard~.it Horse Guards. Ham. TO- 
IQRRUW: The Household Ou.ilry 
Intuited Kceimeni mounts the Queen's 
ife Guard :it Borse Guard*. Warn; to 
minium IrfjhGusfti' m-iunt- the Queen s 
lujfd, m Buckingham Palace. I l.3tism. 
Iiu! provided to the Grenadier Guards. 


Birthdays 

TODAV: Air Marshal Sir Roger 
Austin. Controller. Aircraft. Ministry 
of Defence. 56; Mr Bill Beaumont, 
broadcaster, and former rugby play- 
er. 44; Mr Andrew Bennett MP. 57: 
Dr Michael Brock, former Warden, 
St George’s House. Windsor Castle, 
76: M Andre Courreges. couturier, 
73; Sir Roualcyn Curaming-Bruce, 
fanner Lord of Appeal. 84: Mr Bob- 
by Fischer, chess champion. 53: Mr 
John Golding, trade union leader. 65: 
Maj-Gcn John Groom, former di- 
rector. Guide (Togs for die Blind As- 
sociation, 67; Mr Neil Hamilton MP, 
47; Professor Sir Donald Harrison, 
laryngologist, 71; Dr Thomas John- 
ston. fomter Principal, Heriot-Waii 
University. 69: General Sir Frank 
King. 77; Sir Norman Lindop, 
rite mist and osteopath, 75: Mr Robin 
Martin, former chairman. Heweison 
pfc. 75: Mr David Matthews, com- 
poser, 53: Sir Nicholas Monck. 
former permanent secretary. De- 
partment of Employment, 61: Sir 
DonaJd Rat Ice, High Court judge, 5ft 
Prolessor Kenneth Robinson, former 
Vice-Chancellor. University of Hone 
Kong. 62, Mr Mickey Spilione. nov- 
elist. 78; Lord Thuriew. former Gov- 
ernor of the Bahamas. S4; Mr Robin 
Trower. rock guitarist. 52; Professor 
Sir Davfd WeatheroU, haematologtst, 
63: Mr David Willetts MP, 40. 


.Alexandra- 62: Sir Samuel Goldman, 
former senior civij servant. 84: Sir 
Charles Hardie. chartered accoun- 
tant. $ 0 ; Mr Warren Hawksley MP, 
53: Mr Terry Holmes, rugby player, 
39; Mr Hugh Johnson, wine writer. 
57; General Sir John Learmont, for- 
mer Quarter Master General, Min- 
istry of Defence, 61 Mr Anthony 
Leonard, Chief Constable, Hum- 
berside. 57; Mr Michael Montague, 
chairman. Montague Multinational 
Ltd, 64; Mr Graeme Odgers, chair- 
man, Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. 62: Sir Michael Straker, 
former chairman, Northumbrian 
Water. 68; Mr Peter Worraald. Reg- 
istrar General for England ami 
Wales. 60. 


lerina, 1$S5; Bix BcideTbeckc. jazz 
comet-player and composer, 1903. 
Deaths: Diaries Frederick Worth, 
fashion designer. 1895: Konstantin 
Ustinovich Chernenko, Russian 
leader, 1985: Ray Mill and (Reginald 
Truscoo-Jones), actor, 1986. On this 
day: the first British Census began. 
1801; D.W Griffith - s film In Old Cal- 
ifornia was released, the first movie 
fo be made in Hollywood, 1910: 
James Earl Ray pleaded guilty to the 
murder of Martin Luther King. 
Memphis. Tennessee. 1969. Tomor- 
row is the Feast Day of St Anastasia 
Patricia. St At talas, St Codratus and 
Others, St Droctoveus or Drone, St 
Hymelin. St John OgOvje. St Kesog. 
St Macarius of Jerusalem and St Sint- 
piirius, pope. 


Anniversaries 


TOMORROW: Prince Edward, 31 
Sir Lawrence Airey, former chair- 
man. Board of Inland Revenue. 7ft 
Sir Robert Bellinger, former Lord 
Mayor of London, 86; Air Chief Mar- 
shal Sir Brian Burnett. S3; Sir Paul 
Condon. Commissioner. Metropol- 
itan Police. 49; Baroness Faikender, 
former Private and Political Secre- 
tary to Lord Wilson of Ricvaubt, 64; 
Mr Fou Ts'ong, pianist. 62; Sir An- 
gus Fraser, former chairman of the 
Board of Customs and Excise. 6S: 
Dame Margaret Fry. political or- 
ganiser. 65; Rear-Admiral Sir John 
Gamier, private secretary to Princess 


TODA'tt Births: Honore-Gabriel Ri- 
queti. Comte de Mira beau, states- 
man, 1749; Modest Petrovich 
Mussorgsky, composer. 1S39; Ernest 
Bevin, statesman. 1381: Victoria 
Maiy Sackvillc-WcsL, novelist, 1S92: 
Yuri Alekseyevich Gagarin, astro- 
naut. 1954. Deaths: David Rizrio, 
musician and secretary' to Maty. 
Oueen of Scots, murdered 1566; 
Jules Mazarin. cardinal and states- 
man. 1661; Samuel Jcbb, physician 
and scholar. 1 772; .Arnold Toynbee, 
social philosopher, 1883. On this day: 
Pope Gregory V7I declared all mar- 
ried Roman Catholic priests to be 
excommunicated. 1074; Napoleon 
Bonaparte married Josephine de 
ftauhaniats. 1 796; Louis- Philippe of 
France founded the French Foreign 
Legion in Algeria. 1SJ1; King Geotge 
V laid the foundation stone of Lon- 
don Count}- Hall. J912. Today is the 
Feast Day ol St Bosa, St Catharine 
of Bologna. Si Dominic Savjo, Si 
Frances, of Rome, St Gregory of Nys- 
sa and Si Phcianus. 


Lectures 


TODAY 

National Gallery: James Heard, 
“Eyes and Ears (ii): Thr Brugghen. 
The Cortcer r", 12pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: dare 

Philips. “Jewellery: the VJtA's col- 
lection". 230pm. 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“The Real An of War", 1pm. 


TOMOKKOW 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury. 
“The Thames: a source of inspira- 
tion''. 2.?0pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: David 
McDor. “James Abbe and Photo- 
journalism". 3pm. 


TOMORROW: Births: John Playfair, 
mathematician and geologist. 1748; 
"Dunara Platonovna Karsavina, bal- 


Royal Aero Club 

The Duke of York, President, Roy- 
al Aero Club, presented the Club's 
annual awards at a reception held yes- 
terday at St James's Palace. The Bri- 
tannia Trophy was awarded to Mr 
Chris Rollings and Mr Chris Pullen, 
the Gold Medal to Ms Judy* Ledeo. 
and the Silver Medal to Mrs Diana 
Britten. Mr Frederick G. Marsh, 
Chairman, received the guests. 


Antidisestablishmentarianism 


Few Supreme Governors of the Church 
of England have practised Anglicanism to 
the letter. Two sovereigns have not been 
Anglicans at all (the first two Georges were 
Lutherans), one was a secret Roman 
Catholic (James II), the founder of the 
C of E was himself divorced (Henry 
Vin), one was a practising homosexual 
(James I ), several have been known adul- 
terers, and all .of them, when north of the 
border, axe Presbyterians. 

This is not a record which suggests that 
persona] adhesion to the church estab- 
lishment teachings has consistently been 
regarded as an essential requirement for 
the office of Supreme Governor. "Die fact 
is that the Church is buDt into the fabric 
of the Constitution: it is the body entrusted 
with the maintenance of spiritual truth and 
which serves as the reference for the moral 
foundations. When anyone asks what is 
the moral basis of the law in England, they 
can be pointed towards this constitution- 
al provision. 

The link of Church and State is an his- 
torical survivor of the undent confessional 
state; it is society continuing to uphold a 
belief that behind the fickleness of politi- 




reason 


Dr Edward Norman, Canon 
Treasurer of York Minster 
argues that the sins of Prince 
Charles have no bearing on his 
public role. This article first 
appeared in file Church Times. 


dans, the easy manipulation of opinion. 
1 shaboir 


and the general shabhiness of public con- 
ceptions of truth and duty, there never- 
theless resides a permanent reference to 
higher principles unaffected by the squalid 
natures of all of us. 

Some people occupy posts which sym- 
bolise the historic vocation of society and 
preserve its formal structures for future 
generations. Their personal worthiness - 
indeed the worthiness of any of us for any- 
thing - scarcely comes into iL Tbe State 
and lhe Constitution are taken to have per- 
manent features which are untouched by 


the personal circumstances of their 
present guardians. ' 

It may be, of course, that the time has 
come to revise or to destroy this provision. 
It may be that the pursuit of liberal free- 
doms and the existence of a pluralism of. 
values within the intelligentsia and ft e gov- 
erning Sites - and perhaps even within 
wider society - is now such that ibe 
exclusive maintenance of the Christian 
religion as the higher note of public 
association is outmoded. 

The Prince ofWbles himself in bis sug- 
gestion that his future constitutional role 
might be broadened to embrace the de- 
fence of other faiths,- has hinted atan ad- 

justinenCftk not achrtDy a very likely one. 

The only really serious philosophical dif- 
ficulty with the State Church derives, not 
from unequal patronage, but from the ex- 
istence of a link between government and 
religious opinion of any sort 

The idea of a future sovereign under- 
faking, in the Coronation Oath, to main- 
tain Hinduism, Islam, and so forth, 
alongside the Christian religion, hap- 


pens to match the prevailing penchant 
within educated opinion for regarding all 
religions as more or less the same. But it 
is a transient phase. Truth, particularly re- 
ligious truth, has exact content, and the 
rdativising of reli^onisun m'dicatiori not 
of higher wisdom, but of increased 
scepticism. 

' This difficulty apart, the Prince of 
Wales is admirably suited to be Supreme 
Governor ofthe Church. That he is a con- 
fessed adulterer and may soon be divorced 
-which, even in the most generous moral 
understanding ofthe Anglican divines, are 
not helpful qualifications —is hardly rel- 
evant. He is plainly a man given to pub- 
lic duty, who fias a marked dedication to 
the historical continuity of the Constitu- 
tion. His duty as Supreme Governor will 
be to see that the union of throne and 
altar is preserved, and that be wfl] do. 

If the constitutional process itself de- 
termines change, on the other hand, and 
if a future parliament decides upon a dis- 
establishment, then he is a man who <-«n 
be relied upon to do his duty, and to help 
in {winding up thr present arrangements 
with as much dignity as may be available. 

Such an eventuality, mddentafiv,^ would 
not be without support within the' Church 
itself The link with the state dedicates the 
life of the nation but only in a highl y 
symbolical sense. No one can any longer 
suppose that the governing Elites, or Par- 
liament, refers to the bishops when de- 
tenomingpuWic policy- even in the most 
precise questions of personal morality 
• But while the present arrangements ex- 
tst, the person who symbolises the state’s 
adhesion to higher truth is not to be re- 
garded as personally exempted from the 
moral fraibiesof ns alL'. 
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Gome back, James Dean. 

A survey shows the nation’s 
young to be very, very boring. 

Paul Vallely and 
Glenda Cooper report 


[ if- ,£.#14,; fi’-J" *: ‘ ■> ,'■ '■• ~ . ■ ; 4 


S pot the teenager. Is he: a) 
tiie uncouth slob who leaps 
os stage and disrupts Michael 
Jackson's show at the Brit 
awards ceremony? 

■ _ Or is. he: b) the timifl crea- ' 
tore, still at home after finish- . 
ing all his/her homework, afraid 
to go out because they have 
already been a victim of crime, 
with no urge to get involved in : . 
political street demos or even 
to read, the newspaper. 

. No prizes for guessing. Once, 
of course, it would have been 
the rebellious youth who was 
. involved in disruption and 
[demonstration. But today’s 
teenagers leave that kind of 
thing to their elders. It was the 
thirtysomething Jarvis Cocker, 
not younger stars, who decided 
to have a go at the posturing 
superstar. The teenage bands 
behaved impeccably. 

This is the pattern for our 
age, according to the first com- 
prehensive Young People's 
Social Attitudes survey, pro- 
duced by the research organi- 
sation behind the definitive 
British Social Attitudes annual „ 
survey. The Fifties Rebel With- - 
out a Cause model is long gone. 
So is the politicised being of the 
Sixties who had more causes ' 
than he or she generally knew 
what to do with. Gone too is the 
wild posturing creature of the 
Seventies ana even the envi- 
ronmental iconoclasts of the 
Eighties with their rebellion 
against the materialism of the 
Thatcher era. 

The new report, sponsored 
by the children’s charity Bar- 
nado’s depicts a very different 
picture of adolescence. The 
teenager as rebel is no more. 
Radicalism is a luxury only the 


more affluent twentysome- 
things can afford. 

Teenagers were invented by 
the Fifties on the post-war eco- 
nomic boom. Since then, each 
teen generation has striven 
hard to keep up the rebel 
image, finding its most recent 
fulfilment in the apathy and 
nihilism, of grungy Kurt Cobarn 
followers who characterised 
themselves as Generation X. 

There was an attempt to dis- 
cover what might follow last 
year when the think-tank 
Demos came up with Genera- 
tion Yin a survey to discern the 
attitudes of the group who . 
would follow them. But yester- 
days massive survey of 1 2 to 19- 
year-olds reveals something 
rather different. Instead of 
Generation Y we have Gener- 
ation Zm. ' 

. Rather than striking out in a 
new direction of their own, 
todays teenagers are charac- 
terised by a lack of interest in 
anything outside the parame- 
ters drcumscribed by the need 
to get a job. So they are keen 
on education, with just under 
half believing that formal exams 
are the best wav of judging abil- 
ity. 

Far from subscribing to the 
celebrated axiom of hippie 
youth - ‘'never trust anyone 
over 30” -today’s teenagers are 
rather keen on taking the 
advice of their parents, even 
preferring to leave it to the 
adults to decide at what age sex 
education classes should be 
given. 

Rather than hoping they die 
before they get old, these chil- 
dren' tend rather to agree with 
their parents - 66 per cent 
believe in the death' penally. 



Ir-W 


I960 


Carnaby Street. WnJ sa'ts, tarf- - 
tans, Mary Quant rnako-up, Part* jackets, 

' jwsde tracts, ganny gasses, 'S«i -Sherman 
fautwn-rtown srtres: r 
Kafr Longer Vkial Sassoon crap. •' 

Gepyand the pacemakers. The Who, 
Beatles, Elvis, RoBing Stones, Kris, Smatf 
Fncasi Borm Oogbo-Da Band. Dylan, goes 
electric: 

Awitoa<iai,rumafldtta^ - 

Mttwfa* Sex and drugs almost unweraaiy 
restricted to song lyrics and underground 
magpzkies. Working i^j to student ratScal- 
Ism. Affluent opterasm. Tune In', turn on, 
.drop out Atri^nffiswwn. ' 
toaa* : Qemtw, Chairman Mao’s Guttural 
Revolution; -Radfcj Caroline, Bcfcty Moore . 
T an4Bpbby Chariton, the space race; .. . 
US : tao8 riots.- 


1976 



1986 


• -y~- .*■ : 


: loots, flares (sbfl),. platform 
shoes, tank tops, tartan tum-ups (Bay City 
flofler • i ;• 

reckflvtets), jjpped T-slwtS-and black bin -fin- 
era, bontJags'trtxraore. Hair - too much. 


bouffants, long (very) or spited with Super- 
gu6 and colo ur ed. 

Mas far Roxy Music, Bowie. Northern Soul, 
glam rock. Bob Mariey, Lou Reed, punk. 
OmgoQue, speed. 

AttHad e a Cynidsm replaces Sixties opti- 
mism but vWh more focused hopes - Rock 
Afiafnst Racism, women’s Movement, etc. 

: loom Kevin Keegan, the Sex Pistols, skate- 
boards and safety pins. 


Ctottes Frankie Says T-shittS. leggings, 
puff-bail stuns, matching denims, 
soleras, Wue mascara, frosted Qpsueit, 
Doe Martens. 

ttaftr&g. 

Music The Peel sessions, me Smiths. 
Care, srothesssers. Wham!, The Cure, Pet 
Shop Boys, Euiythnucs, Human League. 
Dregs Lager, cocaine, money, neroin 
(Screv.-s You Up: Jus: Say No). 

J tt utsd— choose from: 

a. Miners’ strike radicalism. Rock Against 
Thatcher 

b. Thatch erte consumensm, The Me 
Generascrf. 

Icons Neighbours. Hue Aid, Aids (‘Don’t 
Dtt d Iterance"). Gary Lineker, Grange 
H®, ndeo games, the smartaree TV ad. 
ghetto Mastere/rasta biasrers.'boom 
boxes, BMK, VW logo badges. 


•7 • -Ctotfea* Hattar-rwci- bMnl tt^Jand^ihorts. ; ■ • .**• : • 

• ‘ •Conveffle.AB- Stera. Piif& jadfl^lypat 

’•.V- 7 Sewf®® rew^rtpstefs, Aa^'pp^dc#s'. ' 
/. ; »nd. wra^.trpiji^nf] , Dantei Ffaote > 

sdnchidA.: ; . 

«teelcCBsls._Pute Blur, That i*, - 

a.-/.. <stiiO Jungle. and ambitnt, 

■* si CfHe^ Supersass. .-. 4#--5 . . . . 
•'•■\®»fa^Eraiasy 1 TVozac, ep^^^coaasiritL- ?. 
f heroxv feraffiepan, TW^-and.^ai^.pseiur .Vi - '■ ' 

' T l 

■■■■. -tor various pom,’ through the . rtgbu. - 

• ' AUOii d e i Hprd-woifyraL. pohttcrf» V-. ^ 

•- ttjnssnaaue.- nenrous of the- fafem MtSennaTO - 
:jttJere.;Stiessed 1 otftiVeg^Tg‘Sin0e Ksue r . -J . 
•• veal'iovei^'.awe fwggert,'etc.>':'. t : ' - : .. 

' 7 lanaa Copiputera. Mr-Dicy, tatonat, •'■‘■/s.- ■ 
. - ptaystatkm araTO games,- niMftmiis, foot^ 

'• . tiSe&son 4 iJente; CO^r. -medarstuciless. 


and although more likely than 
their parents to think first-time 
offenders should do community 
service, 60 per cent believe that 
sending more people to prison 
would help reduce crime. 

They are anxious not to rock 
many boat - they think the age 
of consent for sex shoiud 
remain at 16 and that for mar- 
riage to be raised to 1.& They 
do not want the age of suffer- 
age or alcohol-drinking to be 
lowered. Contrary to the com- 
mon perception, 70 per cent of 
teenagers do not smoke, SO 
per cent do not go to discos, 40 
per cent take a bath or shower 


every day, and according to a 
survey by the Exeter University 
Schools Health Education 
Unit. SO per cent of boys even 
brush their teeth twice a day. 
Malcontents or what? 

“We’re looking at a genera- 
tion that has grown up with 
large social change, the disin- 
tegration of their homeiife, 
fracturing families where mum 
lives in one place and dad in 
another,” says Tony Newman, 
one of the sociologists behind 
the survey. “They've had to 
grow up quite quickly, and 
they’ve seen what’s gone" wrong 
with adults. I wouldn't call 


them boring, but they are cer- 
tainly more mature." 

The myth of the dangerously 
out-of-control teenager comes 
up against the reality that 82 
per cent of young people say 
that they have been victim's 
rather than perpetrators of 
crime. 

There are those who would 
invert the usual causal logic 
here. Tbra Wukins, who usedto 
manage the pop duo Bros and 
now manages East 17. blames 
boring pop music for creating 
a boring generation. 

“There is so much dreary 
guitar music around and stuff 


sounding like the Beatles - it’s 
□o wonder that teenagers are 
dreary," he says. “Teenagers are 
waiting for someone. Every- 
thing is so bland at the moment, 
but if there was a new Johnny 
Rotten, teenagers would follow 
him. You’ve got to have some- 
thing to kick againsL If con- 
scription was introduced, peo- 
ple would rise up.” 

Don’t you believe it. What 
yesterday’s poll shows is a dis- 
inclination against action on a 
monumental scale. 

Only on questions of sexual 
relations do they show no sign 
of revisionism. Most accept 


cohabitation both as a substi- 
tute and as a preparation for 
marriage. Few agree a bad mar- 
riage is belter than none and 
about half consider a single par- 
ent family can do as well as a 
two-parent one, although the 
proportion of women (66 per 
cent) who feel this way far out- 
weighs the 45 per cent of young 
men who consider one parent 
is as good as two. 

Boys are, however, twice as 
likely as girls to believe that a 
man’s job is to earn money and 
a woman’s job is to look after 
home and family. Some things, 
it seems, never change. 


What the poll shows today’s teenagers really think 


& 


Education v. 

57 per cent jwonyalxio^ 
a job-after fhefristudie^r ^.TG v v.C- . 
80 per .cent think secondary, , • 
school exam results should be • • 
published :• 

Only 37-per cent tblnkch'Mren - 
aged 11 and ’under ^tilrili£we “ \ 
sex education at schoof. 7 • r 
82 per cent report byljying at : - 
school:' -vi 

69 per cent think that people who. 
keeponbil^ •: 

should beexji^^ 

Rights . -VV\ 

The lef&l minimum agejmjts. • 
should ncK.be changed Regarding;.- 
having sex, tj^r^ng alcohol, voting, 
driving a car and leaving school - 


The legal age for marriage shouW 
be raised to 18 . • ’ ; . ; . • : 

93 per cent of young people: : : -x 
belies parents should have a > 
say in what, is taugfrt in schools. _ 

Mtlw :v7 / 7/. 

59 per cent of young people 
have no interest in politics,' • 
Only-2'1 per' cent said they 
supported a political .'party 1- . 

'45 per cent read- a daily • • 

‘niBviispaper three times a week i- 

Reft^on andmorality '*• 

'58 per cent of young peopte 
believe.in God \ 

'72 per cent said that if thby ftxjnd 
a £100 note en the street they 
wAOuld hEwrtd it in to the police • • - 


; Crime , 

; 82 .per cent of young people . 
have been the-yictims of crime 
r 7T per cent think reducing . ? 
poverty Is effective in crime 
■prevention 

78" per cent feel that greater 
'discipline In schools and families 
would also help to reduce crime 
64' per cent feel that a poor 
person is more likely to be found 
glihy for a crime they did not 
commit than a: rich person 
66 per cent support the death 
■penalty- . 

Race 

"Nine out of: 10 young people 
believe that British society is 
prejudiced against Asians and 


African Caribbeans 
28 per cent of young people 
admit to some degree of racial 
prejudice. flhe-figMre for adufts 
is 36 percent] 

More girls than boys think there 
is a lot of prejudice against 
Aslans [57 per cent against 45 
per cent] and against African 
Caribbeans [44 per cent against 
36 per cent] 

Two-thirds of young people think 
that Asians and West Indians 
suffer discrimination in trying to 
get a job 

44 per cent of young people 
think a Wack person is more 
likely than a white person to be 
found guilty of a crime they did 
not -commit 


Family life 

82 per cent of young women 
and 78 per cent of young men 
believe it is fine for peopfe to 
live together without getting 
married 

Four out of five believe it is a 
good idea to live together before 
getting married 
66 per cent of young women 
think one parent can bring up a 
child as well as two, compared 
with 45 per cent of young men 

Gender Issues 

Young people disagree with the 
assumption that men should go 
out to work and women stay at 
home; significantly more young 
women [87 per cent] than men 


[69 per cent] reject this model 
47 per cent of young men and 
42 per cent of young women 
believe family fife often suffers 
because men concentrate too 
much on their work 
Six out of 10 young people 
believe that having a job is the 
best way for a woman to be an 
. independent person 
Jobs most appropriate for a man 
or a woman are GPs, MP5 or 
bank managers 

toung women's main ambitions 
are [in order] to be happy, to 
have a good job and to be 
successful at work 
Young men's are to be happy, to 
be well off and to have a good 
job. 


Voices of youth 


Education 

Education is vital, it’s the 
key to a career. My life so 
far has not turned out as 
I'd planned but Cm 
determined to go to 
university and build a future 
for my baby. -Angela 
Branston, 18, unmarried 
mother, Whitley Bay 

Jobs are so scarce. Ybu 
see adults who have 
worked for years getting 
turned down and you know 
you can't walk out of 
school into a job. - Jamie 
Coadie, 16, Belfast 

Parents 

I have a lot of respect for 
my mum. I know I don’t 
always know best In my 
experience I found my 
parents quite liberal. 
Angela. 18 

A family is a family 
whether it's a mother and 
a father or just one 
parent. - Stuart Wright, 

18, Aberdeenshire 

Children aren't rejecting 
their parents. We have had 
to grow up in the modem 
world. We've had to be 
more responsible than in 
the Fifties - we can stay 
out to midnight, more 
teenagers own cars. - 
Stuart, IS 

Gender 

I think both men and 
women should go out to 
work. And 1 like cooking 
myseff. But I’ll never be 
caught doing the washing 
up. -Jamie, 16 

Ybung women have more 
opportunity to get jobs 
these days than young 
men. - Melissa, 14, 
Liverpool 

Politics 

I have opinions on politics 
but I’m not anxious to 
vote before I’m 18. A lot 
of my friends aren't really 
interested. At the moment 
we just want to have a 
good time; after 18 you 
have to settle down. - 
Jamie, 16 

The justice system and 
the police judge totally 
on appearances. - 
Angela, 18 
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What a surprise to find out that the first recipient of a squirt of CS gas in 
the mush, courtesy of the boys in blue, was a rogue rugby player. The police 
must have breathed a sigh of relief when they remembered they had a 
chemical cosh on board to help them tackle man-mountain. I recall, when I 
was a psychiatric nurse, The odd occasion when we were attempting to deal 
6ith a very frightening drunkard who had decided to stagger in and pay us a 
visit - we could have done with something similar. In fact I could do with 
something like that new and again these days when I have to walk through 
dark, uncharted territory late at night However, CS gas is illegal for us 
mortals. But now the police have got it when are they going to let us women 
have it too? Some of us would be able to get out more and 1 doubt we’d be 
as trigger-happy as some blokes. 


We women can’t get CS gas, but If 
you’re a country that tortures your 
citizens, it’s not too difficult to buy 
what you need in Britain. The 
Channel 4 programme Dispatches 
revealed hew a company in Britain is 
secretly selling electric shock batons, 
which can be used for torture, to 
dodgy countries, despite the fact that 
an official statement to Amnesty 
International denied this was the case. 
The manufacture of Jeg irons was 
banned in this country, too, so another 
company, Hiatt, vety cleverly aot 
round this by makmg big handcuffs 
and sending them to America for the 
chain to be extended. What is the 
Government’s part in this? It's 
employing its usual skilJ of looking the 
other way. Still, after the Scott report. 
I'm sure it isn’t intentional. 

Some letters are 
due logo up for 
auction soon that 
wiH show our . 
great heroine 
Florence 
Nightin g ale 
(rigftO in a rather 
unflattering light. 

The Lady of the 
Lamp, according 
lo these letters, was a brt oi an 

interfering pain in the neck. So says a 
Major Ward, who wrote many letters 

home during the Crimean W!at me® 

Florence Nightingale arrived at 
- Scutari Hospital, she discovered It 




week 


was built over a cesspool and that 
soiled, infected Unen was washed hi 
cold water. The soldiers didn’t want . 
her to poke her nose in, as they 
thought thing s were all right as they . • 
were. Well, yon know men and 
hygiene. It probably reminded most of 
them of the barracks ai home. 

I had to sympathise with the 
secretary wbo got suck in a lift for 21 
hours this week- Tm not a big fan of 
lifts myself Not bad enough to actually 
us&tbe stairs, but I do hold my breath 
in them and work out strategies in my 
head, in case they get stuck. Normally, 
if a lift breaks down, you press a button 
and someone arrives within minutes to 
haul you out, or, if you believe in . 
advert fantasy land, there is a good- 
looking bloke in there with you to offer 
vou a bit of chewing-gum (great). 
'However, 21 hours, and overnight at 
that, is not the stuff that fantasy is 
made of. This poor woman was alone 
in an empty buikhng, where no one 
can hear you scream. Meanwhile, her 
husband was going bonkers trying to 
find her. The weirdest thing was that 
the woman in question wanted to get 
straight back to work. Now if there was 
ever a good reason for a couple of days 
off, I think this must be iL 

I do feel women do themselves a 
disservice by railing against the looks 
of other women, given that we are 
judged harshly enough by men as it 
is. The tennis player Thomas Mnster 


has dropped bis girlfriend in favour 
of Fergie, and bis girlfriend's 
response to the situation was: fcA She is 
too ugly for him and Pm younger and 
prettier.” When are women going to 
learn that there is always going to be 
someone younger and prettier? No 
mention, of course, of the fact that 
this Thomas geezer is a duplicitous 
bastard and might benefit from a 
swift kick in the testicles. If women 
actually stopped attacking each other 
and made a bit more noise about 
blokes hopping in and ont of the sack 

ad nauseam, perhaps they would think 

twice about iL (Who am I bidding?) 

Still, vitriol where vitriol's due. 



Thomas Muster: double trouble 


Maybe Thomas Muster's deserted 
girlfriend should take a leaf out of 
the book of the Pittsburgh lawyer * 
wbo sent a man to prison for five io= 
10 years because he was dating the 
defendant's girlfriend and wanted to 
gel rid of the competition. The 
case will be retried. Reassuring to 
know love can't quite conquer 
everything. 

Hurrah, the Government is planning 
to remove employment rights from 
people who work for small businesses. 
What a huge surprise that is. 
Considering that small outfits are 
virtually the only businesses that 
have survived the shambles that 
passes for economic policy, they've got 
us by the short and curiies. 
Workhouse next, chaps. 

If Cliff Richard wants to play 

Healhcliff in a musical, so what? At 
least he is indulging a fairly harmless 
fantasy, compared with the Messianic 
aspirations of the completely barking 
Mr Jackson. I'd rather go with a 
goody wanting to play a bad boy than 
a rather sad isolated friend of the 
chimps convincing himself he is the 
ultimate good boy. After all. it is 
supposed" to be “acting” and if 
people go to see Cliff in droves good 
for them. T hope they enjoy it. I have 
to confess I’m not a Cliff fan. but I 
wouldn't imagine he gets much out 
of my act, either. I’m sure if Sharon 
(no smalls) Stone announced she was 
going to star in 77ie Nun's Story , 
there wouldn’t be half the fuss. 
Besides, there are much better things 
to sneer at, like Garry Bushell using 
his TV review programme to show 
his own excruciating appearance on 
An Audience with Freddie Starr one 
more time. Ob joy. Perhaps it’s time 
to wave goodbye to Garry, as he 
seems in danger of disappearing up 
his own rectum. No doubt he’ll sell 
the TV rights to that, too. 
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Carmarthen 
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The Green Man Hotel 
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The Royal 
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Bvretapfe 

Bolton 

Conwy 

Coventry 

Derby 

Grimsby 

Luton 

Peebles 

Presteigne 

Scartonwgh 

Shaftesbury 

WakaMimringhtri 

WorcesterfflMvwn 


The Imperial 
The Beaumont Hold 
The Castle 
Coventry H31 Hotel 
Aston Court 
5t James Hwel 
CNtarn Hate! 
The Tontine 
The Radnorshire Arms 
The Crown Hotel 
TheGroswrwr 
The Boumary Hotel 
The firtfard Hotel 
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BED & BREAKFAST 
PER PERSON PER NIGHT 

• DINNER,. 

BED & BREAKFAST 
AVAILABLE 

FROM £26 
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Tonbridge 

The Rue 8 Down 

Torbayitaignton 

Palace Hotel 

Weston Super More 

The Grand Adamic 

Woodbridge 

The Crown 
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Harrogate 

The Crown 

King's Lynn 

The Duke's Head 

Maidstone 

Lartfleld Pnory Haul 

Maldon 

The Bbe Boar 

Portsmouth 

Keppeh Head Hotel 

ShrewstMsy 

The Lion 

Tewkesbury 

Royal Hop Pole 

Welwyn Garden Oty 

Homestead Qm Hotel 
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Beverley 
OKflenham 
Chepstow 
Leamington Spa 
Perth 

W enbome Minster 

Windermere 

Veovil 


The Bwerfey Aims 
Hotel Dels Sere 
The George 
The Manor House 

The Royd George 

The Ong’s Head 
TheBeWeid 
Manor Hotel 


Abergavenny The Angel 

Attoivfiams The Swan 

Bognor Begis The Royal total 

Bournemouth Thetountfioue 

Bristol Si Vrean (tacks Hotel 

Bury St Edmunds the SuHofc 

Doriring The Mne Horse Hotel 

Exmouth The imperial 

Primlinghani The Crown Hotel 

SxMddCranrtey The George 

GtegcMi TheCamd 

Grantham The Angel S Rojil 

Great Durnnow The Saracen's Head 
Hew The Dudley Hotel 

Huntingdon TheGeorge 

Ipswich Cento Otf Country H»el 

Liverpool Si George's Hotel 

Luton [iron Gateway 

Pitlochry The AUwli Pslxe 

Staiiome The Sefiome Hole! 

StrattanMJpnvAm The withe Swan Howl 
Tawrtotk The Bedford 


OFFER VAUD FROM 9th MARCH 1996 AND STAYS 
MUST BE COMPLETED BY 22nd APRIL 1996. 
{Offtt excludes 29th March- 76th April T996. Ring Central 
Reservations to enquire about Special Easter Offers). 



5 5 4 3 5 


All calls charged at local rates 
Alternatively tonfjcr your local travel agent. When boo Jr ing 
please quote ihc relevant P code .u the top ai each band. 
White Han Holds accept all major credit cards. 
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The Tories should be worried about job 




A l last there is something tangible to celebrate 
from the upturn in the economy. With yes- 
terday's fall in interest rales - the third cut in four 
months - most people, not just shareholders and 
fat-cat executives, are beginning to feel better off. 
Mortgages will cheaper after yesterday's news - by 

up to £20 a month on an average mortgage. Retail 
sales, reflecting consumer confidence, are well up. 
House prices have now been rising steadily since 
the summer, chipping a»av at negative equity. 
Meanwhile, income tax cuts’due in April, windfall 
gains from building societies turning into banks and 
the release of funds from maturing Tessas are all 
leading to an increased sense of wellbeing. There 
are some losers. Su\ers. notably elderly people, 
may he worried by the decline in ’interest rates, but 
many continue io benefit from a low-inflation 
economy, 

.All this fresh confidence means that the 3 per 
cent growth sought by Kenneth Clarke but gen- 
erally" thought unachievable a few months ago 
might just be attainable. It may not be the bal- 
anced growth - divided heiween exports and 
domestic demand - that the Chancellor has pro- 
claimed so proudly. Expansion is shifting more 
toward a conventional type of British growth, 
fuelled by consumer spending - export perfor- 
mance has deteriorated and with it prospects for 
manufacturing. In short, the economy is behav- 
ing as it typically does during the year before a 
general election. 

Nevertheless, inflation remains a distant fear. 
Mr Clarke cart reasonably expect to meet his infla- 
tion targets: hence the Bank of England's will- 
ingness to cut interest rates again. .And the unex- 


pectedly lengthy period - 29 months on the run - 
in which unemployment has fallen demonstrates 
that growth has vet to create the wage pressures 
which traditionally price people out of work. 

All of this augurs well for a government that 
hopes to hang on to its wafer-thin parliamentary 
majority for long enough to reap the political div- 
idend of economic growth. As Lord Dcsai. the 
Labour peer, said yesterday: “The economy will 
not be ibe weak spot of the Tories that wc thought 
it could be." In the short term, at least, the ‘'feel- 
good factor", that elusive elixir of the Eighties, may 
be about to return. 

Bui il would be a mistake io think that this pleas- 
ant stage in the economic cycle is an answ er to the 
more long-term, structural difficulties that wtU still 
be with us long after the mortgage-rate cutting 
party has ended. 

Job insecurity is. and will continue to be, a dom- 
inant feature of British life. There is. behind the 
economic upturn, a change going on in the struc- 
ture of our working lives that is comparable with 
the Industrial Revolution. A report published yes- 
terday by Business Strategies, a leading consul- 
tancy, tells the siory - within 10 years, it expects 
nearly half the workforce to be covered by “flex- 
ible" arrangements such as temporary contracts, 
self-employment and part-time jobs. 

This is a huge change compared with a couple 
of decades ago. when most people were sheltered 
from the effect of economic cycles by permanent 
jobs. In today’s more flexible world, firms can push 
the impact of a business downturn on to workers 
by ending am tracts or cutting part-time hours, 
flexible workers often have to meet the costs of 



their pensions, side pay and their own training- 
They may, as now, enjoy the party when the econ- 
omy is growing, but they will be on their own for 
the subsequent hangover, when the- economy fal- 
ters. Yesterday's drop in the stock market offered 
a fleeting image of how boom can turn to bust. 

It is generally accepted that greater job insecu- 
rity is one of the prices we pay for lower ■unem- 
ployment The availability .of a inore flexible 
workforce, easier to hire and fire, encourages 
employers to take on more staff. This is one rea- 
son why Britain, along with, the United States, 
enjoys lower unemployment thanEuropean com- 
petitors. At 7.9 per cent, the rate' here compares 
favourably with 113 per<!enl in. Germany (more 
than 4 millio n peoplejnnd 113 in France. 

But there is an economic - anda political * ques- 
tion as to how far this insecuntyshoold be allowed 
to develop. Insecurity can do great damage, leav- 
ing people constantly on edge' about where or 
whether they otD still have a job on Monday morn- 
ing. Ptonning for the future becomes difficult- Inse- 
curity can make people work harder than is good 
either for themselves or their families. The social 
consequences are Illustrated by plans by tbe pres- 
sure group Parents al Work to hold a “National 
Go Home On Time Day” on Midsummer’s Day. 

Tbe Government, however, has still not prop- 
erly wokenup to this issue, hoping that economic 
growth will be sufficient to calm fears and assuage 
popular anger about job insecurity. The insensi- 
tivity of ministers was demonstrated this week 
when it emerged that Michael Heseltine wants to 

yran th g tinfarr - dwanissal righ ts nf millions of work- 

ers m small firms. The Deputy Prime Minister 


would Hke to remove the entitlement ofupto 10 
million workers to appeal to an industrial whora 

if they are sacked. . . 

Mr Heseltine. as a businessman, is under- 
standably attracted to tfus idea. It would free up 
many small businesses from obligations thej 
regard as burdensome. Their sector xs ftc engfoc 
of growth, producing more new jobs than any other 
part ofthe economy. There is plenty of anecdotal 
evidence that such firms fed frustrated by Uic 
employment legislation, protecting their staff. 

But none of this offers a good enough reason 
to scrap employment protection rules which may 
be the onlv Ime of defence forstaffwho arc unlikely 
to be unionised. Mr Heseltine has produced no 

concrete evidence that access to kk&strial tribunals 

is damaging job creation by. .small coi n pan ics. 
Indeed, the rapid expansion of lias sector suggests 
that business people, though occasionally irritated 
by the law, do not regard it as a real impediment 
to their ambitious Talk to airy small businessman 
and you are likely to be told that their real ene- 
mies are Dot industrial tribunals but red tape gov- 
erning thdrproducts. health and safety legislation 
and the failure of customers to pay their bills on 
trine. • . 

Some ministers have recognised that insecurity 
must be minimised where ecoiwmicafly prudent: 
Kenneth Clarke has highlighted the role that the 
welfare state mist play in underptnhinfl confidence 
w ithin the workforce. Brit more of Mr Clarke's coi- 
leagues must recognise that job insecurity is the 
key threat to their own survival if this week’s wel- 
come economic good news is to be trarrtlated into, 
a general election viclwy for tbe TbriesL . . 


I ■ 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The Big Bang and why our universe may not be alone 


Sin Infinity is hard to visualise, 
but impossible to deny. In infi- 
nite space-lime, our universe, all 
1 Jbo light-years of it is. in 
human terms, less than a speck 
of dust existing for the blink of 
an eye. It is improbable - to me. 
inconceivable - that space-time 
was empty until the Big Bang 
happened and that our universe 
is its sole occupant. If conditions 
were right fur the Bang to hap- 
pen at one instant of space-time, 
the probability must be high that 
it was also right at other spaces 
and times. Infinite space-time 
should be littered with the 
results of other Big Bangs. If so. 
where is the evidence? ~ 

One possibility is thal space- 
time has been filled with mat- 
ter of the kind that wakes up 
our universe. One can visualise 
a random soup: but in such a 
soup, gravitational forces would 
cause matler to aggregate and 
then coalesce as in black holes. 
Further aggregation could 
result in gravitational collapse, 
leaving a zone with vet}’ little 
matter remaining free within its 
sphere of influence. If the enor- 
mous energy were then to be 
released in a Big Bang, a uni- 
verse would be created. 

If infinite space-lime is filled 
with matter which is in a ferment 
of gravitational motion, it would 
he nice to postulate universes of 
matter and anti-matter in 
roughly equal numbers in col- 
lapsing and expanding modes. 
We may be seeing the first signs 
of such things in the Hubble 
observations of outer space. 

Prof D M M McDowell 
Brighton. East Sussex 
The writer is Emeritus Professor 
of Civil Engineering. Munche?- 
rcr Unh'ersih. 

Sir: Dr Lowrie (Letters, 6 
March! points out, in answer to 


Professor Carswell, that the 
Big Bang is essentially unob- 
servable. owing to the curvature 
of space. However, the excel- 
lent poster issued with the Inde- 
pendent on Sunday (3 March] 
refers to a period around 12 bil- 
lion years ago as the “Uni- 
verse’s Dark” Age” when the 
stars were too young to shine. 
So presumably, when tele- 
scopes have improved enough 
to see as far as 12 billion light 
years, there won’t be anything 
to see at that distance, which at 
least would be negative evi- 
dence for the Big Bang. 

Michael Bramson 
Wembley. Middlesex 

Sin I enjoyed your artide “What 
on eanh has space done for us” 
(4 March). However, you seem 
to have got the facts confused 
in describing how Roy Plunkett 
discovered Teflon in 1938. 

You say ‘ the gas had reacted 
with the' cylinder, which was 
made of letrafluoroethylene". 
Tetrafluoroethylene is’a gas. 
not the sort of substance cylin- 
ders are made of. .As I heard 
the story from Professor Eric 
Banks of Umirt. an authority on 
organo fluorine chemistry, 
Plunkett was surprised to find 
thai a cylinder which should 
have contained letrafluoroeth- 
vjene was registering on the 
pressure gauge as being empty. 
He then took the brave step of 
cutting the cylinder open (a 
highly risk}’ thing to do which 
would breach the safety regu- 
lations in any modem chemistry 
laboratory), and found that the 
tetrafluoroethylene had poly- 
merised to give the greasy white 
solid polyietrafluoroeth ylene, 
which became known as PTFE 
or Teflon. 

D. Roberts. FRSC 
Bebington, Merseyside 



The vision thing: Hubble being launched last year 


Sir I would like to thank you 
for your brilliant coverage of 
modem cosmology and keeping 
us up to-date of the latest issues 
(“The universal question": 
Magazine. 2 March). I find this 
to be the most exciting news 
around at the present. So much 
so in fact that I was shocked to 
realise only today that none of 
the children in "our Primary 
School knew anything of Hub- 
ble's revelations. I immediately 


produced a whole scries of cut- 
tings in full colour from the 
Independent and both staff and 
children began to share the 
awe and excitemeat of this lat- 
est journey of discover}'. But it 
only makes me wonder how 
many are still ignorant of tbe 
mysteries which surround us! 

Fr Dominic Kjrkham 
Canons Regular 
of Premontfe 
Manchester 


Answering German question 


Sin Andrew Marx’s article on 
Germany and Europe and 
Bryan Appleyard's concerning 
anti-educational cultures in 
Britain, point to a common 
troth. For politicians and oth- 
ers of Eurosccptic views, the 
German question is one of 
envy rather than fear of war. 
How has it come about that the 
defeated Germans in 1945 have 
shown such economic, social 
and democratic progress when 
we British have fallen behind? 

Many thousands of Brits, 
like me, have lived and worked 
in Germany since 1945. Most 
will agree that the UK and 
German ways of life have a 
great deal in common. Many 
also agree that the German 
democratic form of govern- 
ment is better than ours, with 
its regionalism and discussions 
prior to passing new laws. 

The class system still unfor- 
tunately surviving in Britain is 
not replicated in Germany, and 
there are only a handful of pri- 
vate schools, mainly boarding. 
Germany's success has to a 
large extent depeaded on the 
excellence of its state education 
system, administered by the 
different Lander (regions). 

Grammar, technical and sec- 
ondary modern schools are toe 
norm, and parents and pupils 
have absolute choice as to which 
type of school they attend. 
However, there is no automatic 
right to promotion according to 
age; pupils failing two subjects 
by the end of the school year 
have to repeat that year. Thus 
both parents and pupils have a 
much greater interest in edu- 
cation especially as if, at age 16. 
not having a good school leav- 
ing certificate means they can- 
not get an apprenticeship, 
applicable to all jobs. 

The German question is 


really how can Europeans of 
other stales match their 
achievements? Certainly not 
by being envious or pretending 
we do dungs better. 

' Mrs P Ward 
H uddersfield 


Sir. Andrew Marr thinks further 
European integration is too dif- 
ficult and we had better come 
to terms with toe status quo in 
a Europe that will inevitaoty 
dominated by Germany (“Don’t 
fudge it toe European question 
is Germany", 7 March). 

That proposition is not 
acceptable either to most of our 
EU partners or to Germany’s 
eastern neighbours. Above all 
it is not desired by Germany 
herself. For them, in a politi- 
cally united Europe of 370 mil- 
lion, rising to 475 million within 
20 years, a Germany of 80 mil- 
lion inhabitants will no doubt 
be important and influential 
but certainly not dominant. 

This has always been one of 
tbe principal motives for Euro- 
pean integration ever since the 
creation of toe European Coal 
and steel Community in the 
1950s. Difficult though toe 
process has been, we are well 
on toe way to an economic, 
monetary and political union, 
which has always been a dear 
objective for most EU mem- 
bers and Germany in particular. 
None of them wants a super- 
state, but they favour a union in 
which member states retain 
their national identities and 
autonomy for all matters that 
are not agreed in common. 

Wishful thinking that they 
ought fail or that Britain can 
stop them wiD merely repeat toe 
costly errors of the part, when 
we chose not to join at the start 
Ernest Wistrich 
London NW3 


Royal pictures 

Sir: The Royal Collection does 
not belong to the stale (letter. 
6 March) and does not receive 
public funding. Numerous 
works are on loan and even 
before the Queen recently 
placed her collection in the 
care of trustees pictures were 
toured for free viewing in 
municipal galleries. The col- 
lection has never been more 
accessible. Her Majesty opened 
the Queen's Gallery as early as 
1962 and this summer Buck- 
ingham Palace will again be 
open to the public. 

The “exorbitant entrance 
prices" at Hampton Court are 
the responsibility of the agency 
set up by the Government 
whose lack of arts funding is a 
scandal. 

Leigh Hatts 

London 5E1 


Euro- holidays 

Sir: The debate about a refer- 
endum on toe European single 
currency draws to its climax. 
Tie only aspect of the argu- 
ment which many people can 
follow is that it will make over- 
seas travel simpler. They see 
the attractive prospect that 
they will no longer be faced 
with the vagaries of exchange 
rates and the mystery of prices 
in pesetas. 

The financial future ol (he 
nation should not depend on 
such trivia. It is for toe Gov- 
ernment to make its derision 
based upon all the relevant 
factory. 

Roy Nrholls 
London N2 I 


Safeguarding 
Whitehall code 

Sir. When one of my most illus- 
trious predecessors. Dennis 
Trevelyan, states (Letters. 6 
March") that “it was felt neces- 
sary for the Queen and not, iel 
il be noted, the government of 
the day to appoint the First 
Civil Service Commissioner 
...". he implies that there has 
been a change in this respect. I 
feel I should make il dear that 
I, too. was appointed by the 
Queen in Council but. unlike 
my predecessors, after an open 
competition. 

In addition, since 1 am not a 
civil servant with a career to 
pursue. 1 am free to assert my 
independence from the gov- 
ernment of toe day even more 
forcefully than they did. And I 
>hall. should this ever prove 
necessary. 

In the meantime I merely 
wish to add that il is the role 
of the Civil Service Commis- 
sioners. not the Recruitment 
and Assessment Services 
•Agency, to ensure thal the 
Civil Service Recruitment 
Code is followed by all Depart- 
ments. 

Sir Michael Bett 
F irst Civil Service 
Commissioner 
Office of the Civil 
Service Commissioners 
London SW1 


The right sentence for violence 


Sin 1996 marks the 21st 
anniversary of the report of the 
Committee on Mentally 
Abnormal Offenders, chaired 
by the late Lord Butler, and I 
feel that both toe Lord Chief 
Justice and toe Home Secretary 
might well be advised to take 
down their copies, give them a 
dusting, and turn to the rec- 
ommendation for a reviewable 
sentence. 

This suggested that in cases 
where there was a substantial 
risk of committing a further 
violent offence the Crown Court 
could impose a sentence which 
would be subject to review at 
regular intervals, possibly every 
two years, with reports estimat- 
ing the possible dangers to the 
public, and on release toe 


defendant being subject to 
supervision in much the same 
way as applies to those released 
from life imprison men L 
Such a sentence would meet 
the reservations of the Lord 
Chief Justice in that there 
would be less likelihood of 
murder to cover up an offence. 
It would also meet the concern 
of the Home Secretary for bet- 
ter protection for the public. 
Whilst the recommendation 
was in respect of mentally dis- 
ordered offenders, it would 
seem equally appropriate in 
any case of a violent dangerous 
offence. 

Dr D I Acres 
B cnQeeL Essex 
The writer was a member of the 
Butler Committee, 1972-75 


Stakeholders 
in housing 

Sin Your leader (6 March) sug- 
gests we have a choice between 
investment in home ownership 
and toe flexibility of rental. One 
can have toe best of both worlds. 
I have lived in co-operative hous- 
ing associations for four years. 

For a £1 investment I have 
become an equal shareholder 
in toe co-op which owns toe flat 
I live in. Collectively the mem- 
bers of toe co-op manage toe 
properties, so wc have control 
over maintenance, lettings, 
development of new schemes, 
and other projects. This kind of 
property ownership is open to 
all. regardless of income. 

We retain the flexibility of 
rental. One can move without 


incurring toe costs of surveyors^ 
estate agents and solicitors. 

In managing the properties, 
members develop business 
skills that people in other forms 
of social housing may never 
have an opportunity to acquire. 
We are “stakeholders”. 

Regular management meet- 
ings lead to a genuine commu- 
nity spirit which is otherwise 
appnroadungCTtinctionin British 
towns and cities. An African 
proverb suggests “it takes a vil- 
lage to raise a chflcT. I have seen 
children with the confidence and 
social skills that come from being 
raised in such a community. 

And finally, no one in co- 

S ierative housing subscribes to 
e nonsense that inflation in 
housing costs is a good thing. 

Ian Eiloakt 
B righton 


Investors care 
for environment 

Sir In your commentary on 
.Anita and Gordon Roddick's 
decision not to take The Body 
Shop private (5 March | you 
imply that there are inevitably 
conflicts between environmen- 
tal responsibility and share- 
holders’ interests. 

This need not be toe case. In 
a recent survey of their views, 
71 per cent ol our sharehold- 
ers either agreed or strongly 


agreed with the proposition 
that toe company’s mission “is 
important for them as a share- 
holder". 

Happily enough for us, 59 
per eent agreed or strongly 
agree J that the company's val- 
ues represented "one of the 
major reasons" they invested in 
the first place. 

Dr David Wheeler 
G eneral Manager 
Ethical Audit 
The Body Shop International 
LiUlchampton, 


Unpresidented 

Sir: Tristan Garel- Jones (6 
March) argues against republi- 
canism on the assumption that 
a republic necessarily implies a 
president Both a strong exec- 
utive president ancl,a ceremo- 
nial figurehead would, he sug- 
gests, be unsatisfactory. But 
why would we need apresident 
al all? I have no difficulty in 
envisaging a republic header! by 
a prime minister. 

John Smuhthwaite 
Leeds 
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Augustine’s reply 

Sir: In his letter (‘"Christians did 
not invent morality’' 5 March) 
Professor Maurice Pope- could 
well have quoted St Augustine 
lAugusdru Opera , 1, 12) - “The 
very thing which is now called 
the Christian religion, really 
was known to the ancients, nor 
was it wanting at any time from 
tbe beginning of the human 
race up to toe lime Christ came 
in the flesh; from which time 
the true religion, which has 
previously existed, began to be 
coiled Christian, and this in our 
days Is the Christian religion, 
not as having been wanting in 
former times, but as having in 
later times received that name.” 
John Danser 
P enarth, 
Glamorgan 


DAVID 


Mid-Cliff 


crisis 



T be outward signs of male 
mid-life crisis are far more 
apparent than the luckless suf- 
ferer usually imagines. There's 
the man in his early forties who 
turns up at the body-pierceis . 
workshop and asks to look at 
toe caLalogue,pausmg wistfully 
at tbe page on nipples and 
navels. Or the fellow whose 
hair, thinning fore, suddenly 
sports pigtails aft. Leather 
trousers on a sagging rear, 
waistcoats patterned with nudes 
from toe Sistine Chapel, a 
gleaming Harley-Davidson 
(plus discreet mounting ladder) 
and a habit of coquettishty 
inviting youngwomen to guess 
his age - these are all signs of 
an aging chap in trouble - and - 
just begging to be ridiculed. 

Who better to embody this 
absurdity than that famer dean . 
teen idol, Sir CHff Richard, in . 
his determination to metamor- 
phose into toe violent and 
smouldering Heatodiff, in the - 
forthcoming musical adaption - 
of WuiheringHeigfus'] Not since . 
Florence Fbster-Jenkins made 
toe ultimate vanity appearance 
at Carnegie Hall (paid for by ' 
her doting but tone-deaf hus- 
band) has the cruel sect of jour- 
nalistic assassins anticipated 
such enjoyable bloodletting- It 
is irresistible. • 

And since I am no better than 
anyoae else; I cannot resist Are 
we, I wonder, to be treated to 
Heathdiff gatecrashing the wed- 
ding of Carherine to Edgar Un- 
ion and bursting into a bitterly 
ironic rendition of ’‘Congratu- 
lations”? Or perhaps silencing 
his tortured lover with the 
-viciously misogynistic “Living 
Doll"? A long period of sflent 
rain-splattered necking and 
bodice-groping could be fol- 
lowed by “Its so funny (that we 
don't talk any more)”. 

Cliff as Heathdiff seems as 
incongruous as, say, Hugh Grant 
laying Eilstaff or Jodie Foster's 
ady Bracknell (eyes flick up, 
soft drawl emerges from side of 
mouth: A handbag?). Surety 
the man ought to realise that 
you cannot be one thing for 
most of your life, and then 
expect to be allowed to become 
another. That is the message 
which most of us who pontificate 
about , these things are sending 
to Sir Qiff.Fbr God’s sake, act 
your age - be yourself. 

But which self is a middle- 


' aged man to be? I am a decade 
' and a half younger than Cliff, 
bur one morning last week 1 
woke up with a feeljng of ter- 
’ rible panic. My chest felt tight 
and my mouth was completely 
’ dry.lt was like those dreamstf 
childhood where it is Christmas 
Day, and there are no pre-_ 
seats: or toe nightmares of 3do* 
Jescence iii winch you are about 
to enter the examination and 
realise that you have done no 
revision. Except I was awake 
and toe. one thought in my 
bead was: “How the hell did I 
getto this age? Where has it all 
gOne?" Sometime in toe night. 
Death - for the first time (but 
presumably not toe last) - had 
paid me a visit. 

1 am not looking for sympa- 
thy here. If you're older than 
. me, you’ve been through it; if 
younger, well - you have it to 
come. 

But I understand very well 
why Cliff wants to be Heath- 
diff. He has spent a lifetime 
being civilised, wholesome, 
decent and dentally perfect. A 
model of effortless self- 
restraint. But something ele- 
mental — mortality - is hard 
upon his heels and now he 
wants to run to the hills, hunt 
with toe wolves, eat red, raw 
meat and to howl. “Within all 
of us,” he snarls, “is toe poten- 
tial to kill, to hate, to ao bad 
things." Tb leave teabags in the 
gink 

. This urge to be less 
restrained can be seen in many 
men. Ttoo years ago, some folic 
. thought they had spotted a 
character change in the author 
and broadcaster Metyyn Bragg. 
Previously rather bland an#». 
accommodating, he had turned 
nasty and impatient, growling at 
guests on Jus radio show and 
writing dirty stories. Bragg was 
reinventing himself. 

And I like the new' version. 
Bragg toe Bastard has more 
edge than Mel vvn the Mel- 
lifluous, and generates more 
light He made an adjustment 
and . it worked. Very often it 
does, and it certainly beats toe 
more pathetic attempts of men 
to defeat their mid-life blues, 
such as dumping.their wives 
and kids. 

. So, Sir Cliff, the good news 
is that I would tike to join you 
.on the moor. The baa news is 
that I want to play Cathy. • 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


I had a nasty moment in Lagos when l thought I was going to 
explode just from my cwn internal juices and organs, which would 
haw looked very bad m apafesuiion camera - Clive Anderson, 
television personality, after eating a dodgy meed in Nigeria 

New. Labour remains eminently beatable; especially by a Prime 
Nhmster whose speciality is nail-biting finishes in wtoch hecorncs 

~ * f*g***™n, was Margaret 
Thatcher’s private secretary at 10 Downing Street , 

ff Tbny fflafr is a One-Nation Tory, then I am a monkey’s unde 
- Kenneth Clarke, Chancellor ofthe Exchequer 


^ «« arepaia to say what they fluff. 

Neither are earning their money - George WbHen. Conservative M 

=? . 0B PkKt Eke that of certain j to 
people - Jools Holland, jazz musician — 

sqroeherediiaty peere^ deserve preservatkmonaestoeti 
rfbut ^ 3nd 5111311 of brain, whos 
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ae first thing to know about Bob Dole, 
senior senator from Kansas and over- 
whelming favourite to win the Republican 
no minati on to face Bill Clinton this au tumn , 
is that when you meet hhn, you must prof- 
feryoor left tend, not your right. If you make 
that mistake, he will turn, quickly but slightly 
awkwardly, and stretch ont his left band. “Ibo 
late, you notice that the right hand, clenched 
around a protruding pen, Is useless. The pen 
is there in part politely to deter people like 

yon, in part because if he ever let go, the hand 

would splay out uncontrollably. 

For half a century. Bob Dole has lived like 
that, ever since a German shell smashed into 
a young US army lieutenant in northern Italy 
on 14 April 1945, wrecking his shoulder and 
arm, d amagin g several vertebrae and leav- 
ing him half-paralysed. Rehabilitation took 
three years. Most men, less persevering by 
nature, would have remained invalids for life, 
but Dole’s sheer determination prevailed. 
Today, that same grit has carried him -at 72 
yeazs of age, when the healthiest of men are 
well into merited retirement — to the brink 
of, arguably, the most gruelling job on earth 
- the presidency of the United States 

The incongruities do not end there. An 
ideologically driven Republican revolution 
has swept Congress; yet the Republican 
poised to seek the White House is the least 
revolutionary of men, a pragmatist to his fin- 
gertips, a gradualist who believes that poli- 
tics is the ait of the possible. At a time of 
huge public distrust of career politicians, 
when outsiders are the rage, the Republicans 
are about to send forth the ultimate insider. 

The US presidency is supposed to require 
vision; Bob Dole, by his own admission, has 
none. His personal story is truly heroic, but 
he bates to dwell on it; after 35 years in Con- 
gress, a dozen of them as his party’s leader 
in the Senate; he is acknowledged as a mas- 
ter legislator, but he dares not mention his 
achievements. Indeed, in the bully pulpit of 
the White House, hepromises to be tongue- 
tied, or worse. His stump speech is genuinely 
ETP nieiHfTTig; eafratnMiwTW nf fiitrnries, ran- 

dom dichds drawn Eke numbered lottery 
bafls from a bag. “This is 'Menca. I wanna 
talk about being Pres’dent," he wall say in his 
rasping machine-gas of a voice, swallowing 
vowels by the throatful. "Merica’s a great 
country. Greatest country cm earth. Gotta 
make it better stiO.” 

How, you wonder, can a man in politics so 
long, who has run for president m 1980 and 
1988, still not have learnt to sell himself? Part 
is surety the Kansan In him, the dour plains- 
man for whom understatement is a way of 
life, and humour by itsveiy nature an extrav- 
agance. Dole can be very funny, but his jokes . 
are mostly stabbing, bleak and mocking, 
either of himself or others. ‘'Yeah, I got 
elected president once. President of Iowa,” 
be says, apropos of his initial but worthless 
win m h$ 1988 bid for the White House; 

This time, his .aides have touted a “new 
Dole", soft, fuzzy and reassuring. But the onty 
real difference is thatthnsfar the famous tem- 
per, the “mean streak", has been kept under 
control Dole wOl never be a national cheer- 
leader. His smile is still that of an undertaker. 
“Dole 96”, rims a fictional 
sticker, “A Dark Man for 


Bob Dole campaigning in New Hampshire: his smile is that of an undertaker 


One final mission, 


objectives unknown 


The other reason that Dole can't make a 
decent speech is because he doesn’t believe 
it’s necessary. In the Dole view of the uni- 
verse, the presidency is not to be won by glib 
promises and florid words (indeed. Newt 
Gingrich's omniscient psychobabble drives 
him insane) but by deeds: His selling points 
are experience and judgement, a “safe pair 
of hands”, as the British like to say. If Dole 
can seem defensive and resentful, it is 
because he has been passed over so often, 
forced to watch as Republicans he considered 
less deserving d aimed the supreme prize. 


is politics pure and simple, an almost ascetic 
existence in which weekend relaxation is an 
appearance on the Sunday morning talk- 
shows (on which he is the most frequent guest 
in network history), or a spell on the exer- 
cise bike in the living-room. 

Elizabeth, his wife of 20 years and a for- 
mer cabinet secretary under presidents Rea- 
gan and Bush, is as busy and as addicted to 
work as himself. The couple still live in the 
on e-and-a-h ah bedroom flat in the Watergate 
building that Dole bought when his first mar- 
riage ended in divorce in 1972. An evening 


An ideologically driven Republican 
revolution has swept Congress; yet the 
Republican poised to seek the White 
House is the least revolutionary of men 


ident and he cannot answer. “One last mis- 
sion." he calls his candidacy, employing a 
metaphor of war and manifest destiny. But 
mission for what? Dole hasn't the faintest 
idea. “Haven't thought," he told the author 
Richard Ben Kramer last year. “If I gel 
elected at my age ... I'm not goin' anywhere. 
Ifs not an agenda. I’m just gonna serve my 
country’." If Americans want sweep and 
uplift from a president. Dole is not their man. 

But there are moments, rare moments, 
when the guard comes down and you glimpse 
the man beneath. It happened in the Senate 
as Dole tried in vain to prevent American 
troops being sent to Bosnia, warning of brave 
but fearful voung men facing the terrible risks 


of combat - just like the 21 -year-old Bobby 
Joe Dole half a century ago - but this lime 


There was Ronald Reagan in 1980. and above 
all George Bush, the patrician Yalie who 
bested him edghtyears ago -hence his abhor- 
rence of Steve Forbes, another East Coast 
rich boy, touting nonsensical nostrums like 
aflat tax, for whom life has come too easy. 

For Dole, of course, nothing has come 
easy, starting with the recovery of the use of 
his own body after the wounds of 1945. He 
is a creature of political Washington, yet is 
physically unable to participate in many of 
ns favoured relaxations - tennis, golf, even 
the power lunch. He cannot cut a steak or 
tie shoelaces (hence the shiny black loafers 
he always wears). “A broken fingernail.'' he 
has said, “is a minor crisis." Perforce, his life 


at home (once a fortnight, on average; these 
campaign days, never) is a pizza and a 
rented video. The Doles have an apartment 
in Florida which they sometimes visit. Most 
nights, though, are Senate business, fundrais- 
ers or party functions in the four corners of 
the United States. 

Nobody understands the mechanics of pol- 
itics better - the money that greases its 
wheels, the art of putting together a major- 
ity, and the law of a favour given, a favour 
returned. Certainly, over the decades, no one 
has sat before more helpings of rubber 
chicken, every one of them to further his ulti- 
mate ambition. 

But ask Bob Dole why he wants to be pres- 


in an unnecessary cause. It happened too at 
the funeral in 1994 of Richard Nixon, 
another politician of a hard-scra bble upbring- 
ing who had climbed back from defeats and 
disgrace. 

Dole delivered one of the funeral ora- 
tions that day. and quoted words of Nixon 
that could have been his own motto: “The 
greatest sadness is not to try and fail but 
to fail to try." Maybe they also reminded 
him of bis own childhood in the Dust Bowl 
and Depression days of Russell, Kansas, in 
the Thirties, and the constant admonition 
of his mother, Bina: “Can’t never could do 
anything." Normally so disciplined and 
composed. Dole’s voice cracked and that 
April Day in California, he wept before the 
television cameras of the world. You 
watched, transfixed and disbelieving. 
Something similar on the campaign trail, 
and he might at last turn tedium into pas- 
sion - and prove that an old man’s mission 
has a purpose. 


Change our number plate? RU MAD? 

No matter how we register cars, the anorak element will remain, says Jonathan Glancey 


^TJick op a copy of Exchange and 
jT M art, any copy, and torn to the 
voluminous. used-car section. Under 
the makers’ names - Ford, Jaguar, 
Mercedes-Benz, Tbyota, Vauxhall - 
the grrmn ads scream for attention 
under the imprint of ink-smeared fin- 
gers: “E-reg, ticty motor, feh, genuine 
two owners”,.. “G-reg, immaculate, 
always garaged, ho canvassers” , “K- 
reg, high-mileage, hence price, no 
time-wasters”.' 

This alphabet soup spills down the 

cohimns of cam for sme, for the British 

car buyer, and motor trade, is dearly 
obsessed with r egistration plates, we ■ 
scour the classified ads knowing our 
Fs from our Es. if not our.Ps from our 
Qs. Q, by the way, is applied! to care 
bought abroad, while- P may well be 
the last in the current series of alpha- 
bet-prefix British registration plates. 

Tne Department of Hansport, the 

Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders (SMMT) and the car industry 
are currently discussing the future of 
the number plate. From August 1997, 
it is likely that number plates will 
change on a quarterfy rather than on 
the present annnal basis. The reason 
is simpty that the' annual change in reg- 
istration letters, which has taken place 
since January 1963 (shifting to August 
in 1967), has encouraged an upsurge 
olsales in a single month to the detri- 
n3mt of business during the rest of the 
year. ' 

Buyers, it seems, must have the lat- 
est restoration. Why buy an N-reg car 

on31 Jtltywhenyoucan^mpI^yom■ 

feH 0 w cui-de-^ac residents with a F-reg 
the very next day? This might sound 
sifly, but when has our relationship 
with thecar ever been rational? In the. • 
uncertain waters of the second-hand 
car business, the difference between 



Date of issue j 


Price of vehicle j 


Top speed 



Vehicle registration 


i 


that holds 
all other 
relevant 
infbmation 


Road to lunacy? This hypothetical number plate lacks mother's maiden name but little elsfe 


an N and a P is a gulf in our imagina- 
tion as wide as the English Channel. 
The former may be in better condition 
than the latter, yet, in most cases; it will 
be cheapen all logic goes out of the 
windscreen where registration plates 
are concerned. 

That this is true is proved by, the 
extremely silty prices car owners will 
pay for “personalised" plates. DVIA 
[the Swansea-based licencing author- 
ity) makes a small fortune for the Gov- 
ernment by auctioning used-vehicle 
registration numbers at venues 
throughout .Britain; to date.DVLA 
auctions have raised flOOm, with indi- 
vidual bidders paying up to £20,000 for 
plates such as JG1. 

To most of us, the is aform of mad- 
ness; bad enough being asked to pin 
a name-tag to our lapels at a confer- 
ence without having to tell the world 
who we are when driving home. There 


are, however, many motorists only too 
keen to manifest their monicker - pop 
stars, DJs, property developers and 
advertising execs onty the loudest 
among them. 

Most of us do not care one way or 
another, or not unless we are landed 


with a plate that makes us look even 
sillier than a pop star, there are some 


that include words like MOO or 
MUD, suitable for dairy fanners, per- 
haps, but surely not ‘for us smart 
urban professionals (who would do 
better with SUP or YUP). 

Even so, there are number plate 
j^mesmanyof us (those with the child 
still in us) enjoy playiog when driving 
abroad. In Italy, for example, you can 
keep passengers awake by asking them 
to play the guess-where-the-car-in- 
front-has-come-from game. NA stands 
for Naples. SI for Sienna, VE for 
Verona and so on (cars registered in 


the capital are less discreet, boasting 
a fully spelt-out ROMA). This is 
diverting, not least because we can 
construct fantasy lives about the 
Veronese or Neopolitan families 
swerving across our path in a foot-on- 
the-floor Fiat Cinquecento. We can 
learn to raise our fingers in crude 
response as Italian drivers do, and 
shout “typical Neopolitan" or “typical 
Roman”, even if we have no idea what 
a typical Neapolitan or Roman is 
like. 

The French opt, as one would 
expect, for a rational system of car reg- 
istration based on the logical division 


of post- revolutionary France into aso- 
v, numbers 


metric departments. Here, 
rather than names are the rule - we 
know a Parisian by the code 75. 

We tell Bavarians from West- 
phalians from stylish, information- 
packed German number plates, while 


in the United States, we are offered a 
succinct character profile of individ- 
ual states even before we cross the bor- 
der - Florida, as many license plates 
brag, is the “Sunshine State" (promis- 
ing lazy, hazy, crazy summer days) and 
Texas is the' "Lone Star Stale", a law 
unto itself. Rhode Island plates carry 
the scary imprecation “Live free or 
die". 

Run-of-the-mill British plates may 
3ppear to be arcane, yet they loo teU 
policemen, motor traders and the sad 
sort of person who collects street-lamp 
numbers where a car originally came 
from - NKX and PPP means the car 
is from Berkshire, while ABH is a car 
from Buckinghamshire. But you would 
never guess. 

Now that our system of registration 
is about to change, what sort of num- 
ber plates might we opt for? We 
could choose a pretty system like the 
Italians. Alternatively, we could 
plump for a supermarket-style bar 
code. Caught up in the world of 
instantly accessible information, we 
might go the whole hog and choose 
plates that tell the world who we are 
in no uncertain terms - name, city of 
origin (us and the car), occupation 
and blood group in case of accident. 
Or we could, as Americans already 
have (al extra cost ). decide on unique 
scripted plates that tell it like it is: “I'm 
Mandy, fly me" is one I’ve seen in 
Texas, but* 1 wouldn't be surprised to 
read some day in London's West 
End: “Let’s do lunch", or in Leices- 
tershire: "I’m a big cheese”, or in 
Blackpool: “I’ve seen the lights.” This 
might sound potty, but it would make 
each car memorable and easy to 
recover, while scanning the ads in 
Exchange anti Marl would be a good 
deal more fun than it is now. 
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The high price 
of a chair 
at Oxford 


Andrew Brown asks if 
Balliol College should accept 
a tainted professorship 


66 


jT Jonour. without money, is 


Ljust a disease," wrote 
Jean Racine, and the University 
of Oxford knows what he meant. 
It has been assiduously raising 
funds for years, from Ameri- 
cans, from Rupert Murdoch, 
and even from the grandchil- 
dren of Nazi industrialists. That 
is where the trouble started: 
three years ago. Dr Geri-Rudolf 
Flick’ offered a large sum. 
supposedly £350.000 a year for 
foe years, to establish a Flick 
Professorship of European 
Thought. For most newspaper 
readers, the name Flick means 
only incredible wealth and 
divorce bills. In the tabloids, be 
is known as the “Muck" Flick. 
whose wife. Mava, successfully 
appealed against the scarcely 
credible stinginess of a £9ra 
divorce settlement. One can see 
how a woman who once gave 
£500.000 to the Hammersmith 
hospital might feel insulted 
when asked to live on so little. 

For students of the Holo- 
caust. however. Flick was also 
the family name behind one of 
the largest industrial combines 
of Nazi Germany, in whose 
factories perhaps 30,000 
enslaved labourers died. Dr 
Flick's grandfather, Friedrich, 
was sentenced to seven years 
for this after the war, of which 
he served three, without 
expressing remorse: and most 
of his fortune was confiscated 
There remained enough, how- 
ever, to provide the foundation 
for a new and even larger for- 
tune. so that by the time he died 
in 1972 he was once more rich 
beyond imagination. 

David Selboume. the politi- 


cal philosopher, has urged 
Balliol. his “old college", lo find 


the “moral courage” to 
-gift. ' 

committee of Oxford Univer- 


age 

renounce the cifL Yet the ethics 


the factor that extracts the 
money from rich patrons in the 
first place: the fact that their 
names will live forever, gradu- 
ally acquiring a lustre that oblit- 
erates all memories of the 
source of the fortune. But this 
is a process that has been going 
on for as long us there have been 
rich men and civilisation. All the 
great fortunes of the ancient 
world derived from slavery: 
Maecenas, who gave his name to 
a rich man’s patronage of the 
arts, would hardly have satisfied 
a modern ethics committee. 

The great 19th-century phil- 
anthropists - Carnegie. Rocke- 
feller and even Ford - may now 
be remembered for the libraries 
and foundations, but they made 
their money off sweated labour 
in appalling conditions. At some 
stage, surely, the good that a 
man does tty spending his for- 
tune must outweigh the evil 
that his ancestors did in getting 
and defending it. Many of the 
great British fortunes of the 
18th and 19th centuries were 
founded on the slave trade, or 
on the exploitation of India: we 
no longer hold their heirs 
responsible for this. 

Christina Hardymem. editor 
of the Oxford Magazine, points 
out that almost all the colleges 
were themselves founded "as 
acts of reparation by powerful 
men with a great deal on their 
consciences. In the Middle 
Ages, when religion and educa- 
tion were almost synonymous, to 
found a college was a more 
direct means of atonement than 
it may seem nowadays. 

The Catholic tradition of 
endowing masses to be said for 
your soul simultaneously added 
to the splendour of the family 
name and confessed its need for 


forgiveness. Fr Herbert McCabe, 
a Dominic 


sity has concluded that the 
money used to found the chair 
does not derive from objec- 
tionable practice. 

They would, wouldn’t they, 
retort the attackers of Balliol. 
and launch into ever more 
inventive parlour games. You 
would have thought it hard to 
improve on the Rupert Mur- 
doch Professor of Communica- 
tion Studies, Jean ("dropped") 
Aitchison, who has just com- 
pleted delivering the Reith Lec- 
tures. But how about a Josef 
Stalin Chair of Minority Rights, 
or a Michael Howard Chair of 
Penal Policy? 

What particularly offends the 
opponents of Mr Flick is exactly' 


tminican philosopher at 
Blackfriars in Oxford, once said 
that All Souls, where Masses 
were to be said for the soldier at 
Agin court, is “the largest war 
memorial in the world". 

Perhaps Mr Flick's real prob- 
lem is not that people are wor- 
ried about the source of his 
money but about its destina- 
tion. The establishment of a 
Chair of European Thought 
doesn’t, somehow, seem lo 
make up for the sufferings that 
may have gone into establish- 
ing the fortune that endowed it. 
But that is not because we have 
grown morally more exquisite 
than preceding generations; it 
is because we have lost faith in 
our culture. 


PLEASE HELP A LITTLE 
DONKEY IN DISTRESS 



Cabbage 

has 

suffered 
during her 
25 years. 
She is thin 
and , 
possibly 
as a result 
of a hard 
blow to 
her head, 
she is 
blind in 


one eye, 
deaf and 
must be 
led to her 
food and 

water. She has been put into foal many 
times and could be in foal now as she had 
been running with stallions who had bullied 
her. Cabbage had a massive abcess on her 
shoulder and spent time at our donkey 
hospital. 


Now her quality of life is improving every 
day and her new-found friend is proving to 
be an inseparable companion. Please can 
you help us to care for Cabbage and 
donkeys like her. Being such gentle, placid 
creatures they are sadly frequently abused 
or neglected. 


Please Help Us Ta Help Them 


! Please send donations to: 

* The Donkey Sanctuary. 

S (Dept HT1 ), Sidmouth, 

■ Devon, EX10 0NU. 

S Tel: (013951 578222 *g.o»m,N.. 2 waui 

; Enquiries to Dr E. D. Svendsen, M.B.E. 



1 


{ I enclose Cheque/Postal Order for £. 

j Name: Mr)Mrs/Miss 

i Address: 


.Post Code. 
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American jobs growth 



TOM STEVENSON and 
DAVID USBORNE 

Shares dived in London and 
New York yesterday as higher- 
ihan-expected US jobs data 
spiked hopes of farther base 
rale cuts. The FT-SE 100 index 
or leading stocks shrugged off 
yesterday's quarter-point re- 
duction in the cost of borrow- 
ing. taking its lead from a 
panicky opening in New York. 

At one point the FT-SE 100 
index was 72 points lower but 
it regained some of its poise to- 


wards the end of the session, 
closing 47.9 points off at 3,7103. 
The day's loss means the index 
is now only 21 points. less than 
1 per eenl. "higher than at the be- 
ginning of the year. 

Tumbling share prices took 
dealers by surprise. Mike But- 
ler: a trader at Ptmmure Gor- 
don. said: “I can't remember 
having seen an interest rate re- 
duction and the market down 
fit! points. It's all about .Amer- 
ica, of course, but I wouldn't be 
surprised to sec the markeL 
better in a week's time." 


Others took the view, how- 
ever, that the strengthening of 
the US economy had given Eu- 
ropean banks less scope for rale 
cuts. There was speculation 
that had Kenneth Clarke left the 
quarter-point cut until Monday 
lie would not have felt able to 
reduce rates. 

Fears that yesterday's cut 
may be the last for some time 
pushed the 10-year gilt lower, 
driving the yield 21 basis points 
higher" to 8.06 per cent, the high- 
est for almost five months. 

Wall Street was briefly sent 


Lloyd’s names 
brace themselves 
for the reckoning 


JOHN SSEN HAMMER 
and PETER R0DGER5 

More than 34.000 Lloyds names 
world-wide are bracing them- 

■ selves this weekend for the first 
' estimates of how much it will cost 

to end their eight-year nightmare 
; with the troubled insurance 
markeL 

Lloyds Iasi night embarked 
on the" biggest mailing exercise 
• in its history. sending out world- 
-wide the individual bills that 

■ names have been waiting for, 
fearing, for many months. 

A roll-call of famous names, 
including Virginia Wade and 
Henry Cooper, ihe actress Susan 
Hampshire and Ian Lang, the 
President of the Board of Trade, 
will be among those looking to 
the doormat on Monday raom- 

■ ing for the bulky package, fall of 
advice and warnings, and the \i- 
tal figure of what Lloyd's pledges 

' is the final bill to end it all. 

About 9.000 names face pay- 
ing the maximum £100,000, over 

■ and above losing all their funds 

■ deposited at Lloyd's. A farther 
4.000 will need to raise cash sums 
of up to £100.000 as the cost of 
covering all potential liabilities 
faim the old policies that Lloyd's 
is hiving off into a sped al re-in- 
surance vehicle, Equitas. Lloyd's 
stressed yesterday that these are 
estimated bills: the final Equitas 

■ premium statements will be sent 
out in late May. 

Lloyd's chairman. David Row- 
land. urged names in an accom- 
panying letter io bite the bullet 


and accept titis as the price for 
drawing a line under the traumas 
of the past There will not be an- 
other settlement plan. “If we miss 
this opportunity, the conse- 
quences will be very serious. 
None of us should be under any 
illusion that any alternative pro- 
posals offer greater comfort," he 
said. 

But several names' action 
group leaders, who had received 
their bills earlier, warned that the 
cost for the hardest-hit and most 
litigious names is still too high. 


Profit 

Loss 

Loss 

Loss 

Loss 

Loss 

Est profit 
Est profit 
Est profit 


£509m 
£5 10m 

£L9bn 

£2.3bo 

£2 bn 

£1.2bn 

£lbn 

£ibn 

£S38m 


“As a result of what we know- 
now, it is clear the amount of 
money on the table is insufficient 
We need another £400m to make 
Equitas fly." said John Mays, 
chairman of the Mcrrett action 
group. 

He is among a deputation of 
names' leaders urging the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry 
to bring pressure to bear on 
Lloyd's to find more than the 
£2.Sbn of credits and debt relief 


that the society is using to reduce 
the cost to names of settling. 

Representatives of the names 
believe that without another 
£350m-£500m added into the pot 
to reduce, and perhaps halve the 
size of the maximum bill to 
£5(1,000. there is a serious risk 
that the settlement will be vot- 
ed down when it is put to the 
market as a whole in July. Names 
believe it would cost only about 
£350m to halve the cap. 

As well as shrinking the 
£100,000 cap, which affects 9,000 
heavily loss-making names, there 
are hopes that additional funds 
can be found to help out mem- 
bers of the hardest-hit syndicates 
and to increase the sums sei aside 
for hardship relief. “Either 
Lloyd s needs to find more funds 
from market professionals, or 
with the DTI ii must agree to re- 
duce the very harsh reserving re- 
quirements for Equitas. Either 
would ease the cost to names," 
Mr Mays said. 

Anthony Nelson, the DTI 
minister responsible Cor the in- 
surance market, has been told by 
names groups that the funding 
of Equitas is Far too conservative 
and is mopping up money that 
could be better used in improv- 
ing the terms for names. 

Lloyd's has been hinting pri- 
vately that it expects to be able 
to increase the offer to names by 
the time the final bills go out, 
even if it means raising a loan in 
the market. 

Comment, page 21 
Weekend, page 22 


reeling on news of a giant leap 
in job cumbers in the US econ- 
omy in February, which dashed 
hopes oF a further cut in inter- 
est rates by the Federal Reserve. 

The statistics initially had a 
devastating effect on tne Dow 
Jones industrial average, which 
plunged by as much as 116 
points in the first half hour of 
yesterday's trading. The index 
later stabilised somewhat and 
was off by around 70 points at 
the lunch hour. 

The biggest beating was tak- 
en by the bond markeL how- 


ever. with the Treasury 30-year 
long bond down by 3 points in 
early trading. Even by noon, the 
30-year bonds were still offby 
a sobering 2.5 points while the 
yield has climbed steeply from 
6.47 per cent to 6.71 per cent 
Sparking it all was the report 
from the US Labor Department 
showing a net rise or 705,000 
non-farm jobs in February, far 
exceeding most analysts' ex- 
pectations. It was the biggest 
single monthly gain in 13 years. 
The overall unemployment rate 
fell to 5.5 per cent. 


The report in effect torpe- 
doed the notion , popular with 
many analysts over recent 
weeks that the expansion in the 
US economy, had run its course 
and that a periodof recession 
might, even have been in 
prospect. It was that scenario 
that had kept hopes alive that 
the Federal Reserve might have 
made one more cut in interest 
rates at its next policy meeting 
on 26 March. . 

By contrast, an unemploy- 
ment rate of SS per <srit is like- 
ly now to stir renewed fears of 


a return of inflationary pres- 
sures in tire US cmno my ^em- 
ployers begin to face difficulties 
m . maintaining workforce num- 
bers. Against that kind : of 
.background any monetary eas- 
ingis seen as most unlikely. 

The market Jolt raiisbd some 
fears that the Dow Jones index, 
which has set 16 record- hffihs 
this. year already, might at last 
be due fora coirectipnorevra’ 
a disastrous reveireremmisceni 
of the collapse of 1987. •• 

Comment, page 21 
Market Report, page 22 
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a further 


Awaiting the postman: Among the illustrious names anticipating their fate are 
(clockwise from top left) David Ashby MR, the former bower Henry Cooper, Ian Lang, 
President of the Board of Trade, Virginia Wade the ex-tennis star. Lord Archer, and John 
Taylor of the group Duran Duran. The main picture is of Lloyd’s building In central London 


MARY FAGAN . 

industrial Correspondent 

I CL, the TJK computer group 
owned by Fujitsu of Japan, has 
embarked on a radical restruc- 
turing involving more job loss- 
es in an effort to return the 
company to the black. Hie 
changes include the demerger 
of its personal computer, oper- 
ations throughout Europe and 
the sale ofD2D. its electronics 
manufacturing ami/ 

The group will also cut up to 
1.000 jobs in iteremamingbeg- 
nesses in addition to l'JOO im- 
plemented or announced over 
the. last 12 months. 

Keith Todd, chief executive^, 
said 1 CL Was stiff, intent on. re- 
listing on the London Stock Ex- 
change, originally intended to: 
take place lastyear. He said: 
“Flotation will happen. I am 
committed, the board is edm- 
mined and the shareholders are 
committed. The only question 
is when. • - 

“We already have sound 
revenue growth but my over- 

ridi^priontynowistolncrease 
profit and maximise share- 
holder value.” 1 
MrTbdd also: said that ICL 
planned a £200m rights issue, 
underwritten by Fujitsu, to 
strengthen the capital base and 
invest in the core activities of 
systems, software and services. 

Last year 1CL slumped to a 
pre-tax loss of £188m, after ex- 
ceptional^ barges, iiom a prof- 
it of £28.4m in I$94. The 
combined operating losses of 
the personal . computer and 
electronics manufacturing op- 


’ erations were £57m. The loss- 
• es,announced yesterday, were 
in ^nte of a 17 per cent increase 
in revenues to £3.1tm and due 
largely to squeezed profit mar- 
gms and fierce competition. 
.Under the resmictnring plan, 
the design and manufacture of 
ICL personal computers will be 
demerged and combined with 
Fujitsu's own PCbusiness, with 
I(X retaining:! small stake. The 
operations to be demerged em- 
ploy 2,000 people in several Eu- 
ropean factories and had a 
tumoverhst yearof £65Qm. Ini- 
tially at least, PCs made by the 
new -combined business will 
continue to bear the joint Fu- 
jitsu/ICL brand; 

The electronics manufactur- 
ing arm employs 2200 people 
in the UK - principal!)' in Man- 
chester and Stoke-on-Trent - 
and has a turnover of about 
■£350nt'. ' 

. ICL is seeking a “partner'' to 
buy the ma^rityand will retain 
a stake of less than 20 per cent. 
It already manufactures under 
contract to rival computer firms 
and wfli continue to do so for 
ICL once ills sold, 
r Mr Tbdd said: *TCL is now ^3, 
modi dearer proposition - a 
computer system 'and . service 
company, are focussing ICL 

firmly on its cons business and will 
accelerate the profit recover)'.'* 

- The dramatic shakeout 
comes Jess than three months 
after Mr Todd moved into the 
job from foe prevmus post of fi- 
nance director. His accession 
followed tire appointment of his 

g " redecessor, Sir Peter Bon- 
eld, as chief executive of BT. 


ac 


Black Friday in the boardroom: Shake-up at the retailer, darkening clouds over Italian airline, and a surprising departure at the conglomerate 


Quarmby checks out Alitalia crisis deepens 
from Sainsbury’s as chairman quits 


NIGEL COPE 

David Quarmby. a senior di- 
rector with S’.iinsburv, is leav- 
ing the supermarket group 
after being passed over in the 
group's boardroom re-shuffle in 
January. According to the 
icrms of his contract Mr 
Quarmby could be entitled to 
compensation of up to £lm. al- 
though Sainsbury said this was 
unlikely. 

Mr Quarmby, 54. was deputy 
managing director and has 
been with the company for U 
years. He is leaving by mutual 
consent to pursue other inter- 
ests. “There are a number of 
options 1 am considering", he 
said yesterday. 

Prior to Sainsbury's hoard- 
room shake-up, Mr Quarmby 
had been number three in 
Sainsbury r s hierarchy behind 
chairman David Sainsbury and 
deputy chairman Tom Vyner. 
However, following the ap- 
pointment of Dino Adriano as 
chief executive designate, Mr 
Quarmby's role became mar- 
ginalised. He will not be re- 



David Quarmby: Role 
became marginalised 

placed and his responsibilities 
for strategy and .the provision 
of services to the group will be 
divided between MrSainsbury 
and finance director Rosemary 
Thome. 

Last year Mr Quarmby re- 
ceived a total of £450,ft0i:i in- 
cluding bonus and pension 
payments. He was on a two-year 
rolling contract. However 
Sainsbury's said it was unlike- 
ly that Mr Quarmby would re- 


ceive the maximum amount. 
“Some compensation will be 
payable reflecting the mutual- 
ly agreed status of his depar- 
ture." a spokesman said. Mr 
Quarmby also holds 63.330 
shares which at yesterday's 
share price - down 6p at 379p 
-were worth £240,000. He has 
options over a farther 377.570 
shares awarded at an average 
price of 329p. 

Mr Quarmby joined Salis- 
bury in 19S4 as distribution di- 
rector. In 1988 he was 
appointed joint managing di- 
rector responsible for non- 
trading activities. 

His departure was unex- 
pected. Andrew Fowler, food 
retail analyst at brokers UBS 
said: “It is a surprise but I don't 
think it will have any real im- 
pact. It is a bit of a storm in a 
teacup." Analysts now expect 
an external appointment to be- 
come chief executive of the LfS 
business. This includes the 
Shaws supermarket group as 
well as the group's stake in Gi- 
ant. the Washington and Balti- 
more chain. 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

The crisis at Italy's flagship air- 
line. Alitalia, deepened last 
night after the chairman angri- 
ly resigned, warning that the 
company's survival was at risk 
after failure to tackle strikes and 
debts. 

The departure of Renato 
Riverso. which follows the dis- 
missal last year of the managing 
director, suggests that the tough 
cost-cutting strategy at the com- 
pany is likely to be put on hold. 

Europe’s* private airlines, 
such as British Airways, have 
been campaigning against con- 
tinued state subsidies for their 
rivals and will be watching 
whether it means more aid is 
pumped in. 

Reforming Alitalia was seen 
as a test case for Italy's bloat- 
ed public sector, which has 
long been the subject of polit- 
ical interference and conces- 
sions to the powerful unions. 

Mr Riverso and the former 
managing director, Roberto 
Schisano, joined Alitalia in 
1994 - the former from IBM 


and the latter from Texas 
Instruments. 

In a letter to an Italian; fi- 
nancial newspaper, Mr River- 
so said he had lost the 
confidence of the airline's own- 
er - IR1, the state industrial 
holding giant He called IRJ “in- 
ert, mute and passive” in the 
face of Alitalia's problems. 
IRF s attitude showed the “tra- 
dition of compromise which 
our country seems unable to re- 
nounce," Mr Riverso said. 

“I have resigned as president 
of Alitalia to put an end to an 
unsustainable and paradoxical 
situation that was created in the 
relationship between me and 
the majority shareholder Istituto 
per la Ricostruzioae Industrials 
Spa," he said. 

Last year ex-managing direc- 
tor Roberto Schisano was dis- 
missed in a row over pay 
negotiations with the company's 
unions. Mr Riverso 's departure 
seems to have been triggered by 
the appointment two weeks ago 
of a new managing director, 
Domenico Cempella, who has 
said he wants to avoid “Lrau- 
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mafic" job cuts at the airline. Mr 


ter. “Alitalia is a firm which pro- 
duces at high cost while its 
product is not recognised to be 
of high quality. Services on offer 
are not competitive while the 
world market is becoming ever 
more demanding and aggres- 
sive," he said. 

Alitalia needed to make an- 
nual savings of LbOOtm a year 
f£256m) in order to restore its 
financial health. “There is no 
way round this problem," Mr 
Riverso said. 

The company's problems 
have been exacerbated by a 
string of strikes called by muons 
to protest at lough restructur- 
ing plans unveiled by Mr 
Schisano last year. 

Trade unions have threat- 
ened another eight- hour strike 
for March 12, with management 
and workers due to meet early 
next week to try to break the 
deadlock. However Mr River- 
so said the airline's management 
had not been backed up by ERI 
in its dealings with the unions. 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

BAT lost the highly regarded 
head of its financial services 
division yesterday, just two days 
after the tobacco-to-msuranpe 
group announced an overhaul 
of the Eagle Star and Allied 
Dunbar operations be had run 
for the past four years. 

A terse statement : said 
George Greener had resigned 
“by mutual consent" although 
a company source confirmed 
that the impetus for the abrupt 
departure of the 50-year-old 
main boaid director had come 
from Ihe company. Mr Greener 
is understood not to have 
another job to go to. 

Negotiations regarding his 
severance pay continue but BAT 
is thought unlikely to honour the . 
whole of a two-year rotting can- ^ 
tract, which saw Mr Greener 
take home, a basic salary of 
£550,000 in 1994- even before. a 
bonus of £138,000. A compro- 
mise payment of about one 
year's salary is" thought likely. - 

Mr Greeneris arrival at BAT 
in 1991 ; after 20 years with 
Mars was greeted with much 
fanfare and high hopes that his 
consumer goods marketing 


Dunbar’s life and general in- 
surance operations. He had 
also been instrumental in setting 
up Threadneedle, BAT’S asset 
management division. 

Mr Greener is replaced by 
Sandy Leitch, currently head of 
Allied Dunbar. Steve MeJcber, 
chief executive of Eagle Star’s 
EUbusiness, takes the same po- 
sition at Allied Dunbar, re- 


atars me operations. Clive 
Coates, Eagle Star's finance 
director, steps up to .head its 



effect in the group's f?n*tn4ai , 
services operations. 

Analysts were yesterday baf- 
fled by the style of his departure, 

not least because he had seemed 
to be a strong proponent of the 
company's stated strategy of 

creatin® greater coherence be- 
tween Eagle Stars and Allied 


George Greener: Departure 
has surprised analysts 

general insurance business. 

Earlier this week Martin 
Broughton, BATs chief execu-. 
tive, heralded a shake-up of the 
financial services arm . arid 
warned of job loses. The life in- 
surance sector has been under 
pressure .to cut costs against Rat 
or falling sales. Allied Dunbar’s 
contribution to group pro Btsfell 
by mote than a quarter last year. 


Weekend Money section 


*.r •, . 
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Final push for a global settlement begins 


Upyd’s hasat last begun the final push. Much 
of the talk to date has been pretty theoretical: 
DO j hart * fibres are on the table, 

and the real bargaining can get under way. 
Lloyd’s never tires of emphasising that these 
bills are only estimates of how much it will 
cost every one of the 34,000 names so they 
can hive off all their liabilities from old poli- 
ces into the special re-insurance company, 
Equitas. The final bills will go out in late May. 

But LloytPs none the Jess claims that for 
the vast majority of names, little change 
should be expected. Time is veiy short, as the 
wodge of documents and letters 
accompanying the indicative Equitas bills 
makes plain. The cash must be paid up in July, 
or the whole, daring enterprise to keep Llqytfs 
from toppling over the brink will fail. 

Lloyd’s management, headed by Ron San- 
dler, the chief executive, has been in over- 
drive making the case to names up and down 
the country for accepting the settlement, and 
describes the plan for ending the nightmare 
as the least worst of all alternatives. 

The seriousness with which Lloyd's has 
gone about this job has impressed many of 
the sceptics, and there are plenty of those in 
the. twisted and scarred world of the insur- 
ance market Such is the nnstrust, and in some 
areas, downright hatred, that getting any son 
of consensus for survival is a remarkable 
achievement. None the less, there are signs 
of one emerging. The chances of pulling'off 
a glottal settlement of Lloyd’s problems are 
probably now better than 50-50. 


However. Lloyd's urgently needs to find 
up to £500m more money 10 improve the 
1 odds. It could come from brokers or audi- 
tors or flora a reduction in the veiy tough re- 
serving requirements for Equiias. Every 
uimecessary extra pound going into Equitas 
is in effect taken out the pockets of the names 
the settlement is meant to benefit. 

One of these possibilities, or a combina- 
tion, would reduce the cost to names of 
putting the nightmare behind them. For the 
key group of names that must be won over 
- the hardest bit who also make up the bulk 
of the fiercest litigants - the choice between 
accepting the offer or saying to hell with it 
remains too close a call for comfort. Some 
haw already been awarded handsome sums 
by the courts which the offer cannot fund any- 
thing like in full. 

Lloyd's is hinting privately that more 
money will be forthcoming: that" the final bills 
for the 9,000 facing the maximum losses 
should be significantly’ lower. To be confident 
of success, 11 will need to deliver - and it is 
in the Dll’s interest 10 ensure it does, be- 
cause the loss of a market as prestigious as 
Lloyd’s would be a severe blow to London. 

Some good economic 
news ... and some bad 

Bad news on the British economy - interest 
rates fell again yesterday. Those who rely on 
their savings for current income can be for- 


given for exasperation over the way mort- 
gage rales receive all the attention in the 
headlines. Investors invariable interest rate 
savings have lost up to a fifth of their income 
over the last year or so and for mam older 
people that can lead to a painful cut in living 
standards. 

Luckily, the news is not all bad this time 
i round. In recent weeks there have been clear 
signs that savings institutions have been pre- 
pared to take some of the fail in base rates 
on the chin by cutting their own margins, 
which have been as high as two percentage 
points. 

Nationwide cut its lending rates and in- 
creased its savings rates last month. Brad- 
ford & Binglcy cut mortgage rates and held 
savings steady' and several other building so- 
cieties have followed. They can afford to do 
this because the high margins of the past few 
years have left them with healthy reserves. 

Some look on this largesse as a way cf grv - 
ing the benefits of mutuality directly to bor- 
rowers and depositors. Without dividends to 
pay to shareholders, societies can afford 10 
cut their profits by giving 2 better deal di- 
rectly to their owners, the customers. But 
even those that arc becoming backs arc cut- 
ting their margins. 

Nevertheless, this may not be enough 10 
prevent the latest fall in base rales leading to 
some modest Further fall in savings rates even 
even though banks and building societies are 
likely to "absorb some of the reduction. 
National Savings may be affected, too. 


| So what should savers do? One reaction 
1 wuuld be to grub the highest fixed-rate offers 
j around to lock tn today’s savings rales. An- 
i other would be to accept more risk, perhaps 
j by switching to a five-year corporate bond 
I PEP paying 7.5 per cent nr more. 

! But there arc signs in the markets that the 
' fall in the shortest term savings rates could 

I he quite brief, and will probably not be 
j sustained for long - certainly not beyond the 
j election. 

j Longer term rates for three- to five-year 
j money in the swaps market are already 
| edging up again, in the opposite direction 
1 10 "base rates. Professional investors arc 
I focusing on what may happen well beyond 
: the election. 

| There is no sign yet that longer term 
; savings rates, which are influenced by these 
| money market rates, are moving upwards, 
j But they should certainly be much more 
. stable than base rales and short term sav- 
j ings such as % day deposits. There is no 
| need to panic. 

I Too far, too hard 
I for US market 


1 At risk of sounding like Michael Fish, (he 
j investor who asked whether this was the 
I beginning of a stock market hurricane 
I should be advised to relax. These regu- 
! lar little panics in New York arc, howev- 


er, idling us .something: the US market 
has been pushed too far and too hard and 
is vulnerable to correction whenever 
there is any unwelcome news. 

The shock over the employment figures 
in the US was actually rather positive for 
the economy, in the sense that it was 
caused by a realisation that growth may 
be running faster than the consensus 
believed possible. 

Thai is bad news only in the sense that 
the markets are now looking towards even- 
tual higher interest rates to cool the ex- 
pansion. It is a commonplace that, 
investors have fell more comfortable 
with sluggish growth, low inflation and sta- 
ble policy than with the prospecL of a 
boom that might be followed by bust. They 
can no longer be sure that this scenario 
will last. 

The yield curve on bonds has already 
been moving steadily upwards. The mar- 
kets have now seen apparent confirmation 
that the Federal Reserve may have been 
wrongly identifying a pause in the growth 
cvcle as an early warning of recession. 

’ The last time 'that happened was in 1986 
when the Fed had to go heavily into re- 
verse. after mistakenly stoking up a rip 
roaring boom. But though there may be 
a change of perception about growth 
prospects and there is a growing risk of 
quite a sharp downward correction in the 
markets, it is hard 10 see this as the be- 
ginning of a long bear market. 


Halifax sacks 
SBC Warburg as 
float adviser 


NIGEL COPE 

Britain’s biggest building soci- 
ety, Halifax, dealt a body blow 
to SBC Warburg yesterday 
when it dropped the investment 
bank as hs finan cial adviser and 
lead stockbroker for its £l0bn 
flotation on. the stock market 
next year. The controversial 
decision wflj cost Warburg tens 
. of miBfons of pounds in lost fees 
and savage its already wound- 
ed reputation in the City. Com- 
pensation for lost fees is 
considered unlikely. * 

Halifax, ehaired by Jon 
FouJds, said its decision arose 
_out of the “management rela- 
7«ioTiship" withAVarburg and a 
potential conflict of interest. 
Theinamreasonbeh^tttede- 
dskw is Halifax’s dissatisfaction . 
with the new style df.merchant 
banking at Vfarbing since its 
takeover last year by Swiss 
Bank Corporation. 

The building society has be- 
come increasingly concerned 


about senior level departures in 
the advisory team that was act- 
ing on its behalf. “If it looks un- 
stable at the top, that can 
become a cause for concern," 
a Halifax spokesperson said. 
Another said: “This is such a 
massive transaction that will 
lake place over a long period. 
' -You need stable relationships." 

There have been two senior 
departures which are thought to 
have led to Halifax's concern. 
Anthony Brook, the Warburg 
director who led the team on 
Halifax, left in December to join 
the rival investment bank BZW. 
Derek Higgs, one of Wrrburg's 
most senior executives, left ear- 
lier this year to join Prudential. : 

There.ha.ve been expressions 
of concern elsewhere about the 
bank’s approach to dient rela- 
tions, which are now much 
more product-^driven, adopt- 
ing SBC’s American invest- 
ment banking culture, rather 
than the relationship-style that 
made Warburg the envy of the 


City in its heyday. Halifax's de- 
cision follows the desertion of 
the bank by a long fist of other 
clients, inlcuding Wessex Whler, 
which dropped Whrburg as its 
financial adviser ahead of its bid 
for South West V&ter this week. 
In addition. Boots and P&O 
have recently replaced War- 
burg as their stockbroker. 

The haemorrhage of top 
clien ts is be coming a serious is- 
sue for the bank, whose corpo- 
rate finance department is 
struggling, while the securities 
side is thriving on the merger. 
Halifax has replaced Whrburg 
with Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
as its financial adviser. Merrill 
Lynch, which was formerly joint 
broker with Warburg, has been 
elevated to joint broker while a 
second stockbroker is sought. 

Whrburg was saying little yes- 
terday but did not attempt to 
hide its dismay at being boot- 
ed off the Halifax team in such 
a prestigious stock market flota- 
tion- “We are dearly disap- 



Increasing concern: Jon Foulds of Halifax, which is dissatisfied with Warburg's style 


pointed by this but we wish the 
Halifax every success in its 
flotation. In Die meantime we 
are pleased to continue to work 
with them on other projects. 

\torburg stressed that as well 
as the long list of dient deser- 


tions, it had continued to win 
new business. It has been ap- 
pointed by Kvaerner to advise 
on its £90Qm takeover oflrafaJ- 
gar House. The Swiss drugs gi- 
ant Sandoz has appointed 
Warburg to advise on the sale 


of its speciality chemicals 
business. 

Halifax stressed that the 
change in its advisers would 
have no impact on the planned 
timetable for its proposed con- 
version to bank status. 


IN BRIEF 


Ciba-Geigy merger to cost 600 UK Jobs 

Around 600 UK jobs are expected to be lost as a result of the 
£41bn merger between Swiss drugs giants Ciba-Geigy and San- 
doz. Speaking in. London yesterday, Alex Krauer, who will be chair- 
man of Novartis, the new company, said the forecast 10 per cent 
cut in jobs world-wide as a result of the deal would fall roughly 
proportionately on the UK workforce, which currently stands at 
around 6,000. The directors said Novartis was likely to exceed 
expected synergy benefits ‘‘conservatively’' put at SFrl.Sbn over 
three yearn, including SFrlbn from the pharmaceutical business. 
They also hinted that Novartis was ready to make acquisitions. 

Two rail maintenance companies sold 

Two more of the seven rail maintenance companies were sold by 
the British Railways Board yesterday. The Central Infrastructure 
Maintenance Company, based in Birmingham, bas gone to GT 
Railway Maintenance, a joint venture between GEC Alsthom and 
Tarmac Construction. Another joint venture, Amey Railways, in- 
volving the Amey construction group and existing management, 
has bought the Swindon-based Western IMCo. 

..Confusion breaks out over Rentokil 

s* 

Confusion broke out last night over the long-term commitment 
of RemokO’s majority shareholder, the Danish company Sophus 
Berendsen, if the UK company’s £1.8bn bid for BET succeeds. 
Sophus, whose 51.8 per cent stake would be reduced to 35.7 per 
cent after a takeover, was willing to cut its stake still further to 
25 per cent, according to reports. RentokiJ said comments from 
Soph us 's chief executive had been misquoted, and the Danish com- 
pany would not sell its shares for at least one year after a takeover. 
BET whose defence document is expected on Monday . said that 
“cleadv there was a lack of communication between Rentokil and 
Sophus." 

Hotel owner comes*to market 

The owner of London’s Gloucester, Chelsea and Bailey’s hotels 
is coming to market next month in a £350m flotation. Millenni- 
um & Coplhome Hotels* which also awns 42 per cent of New 
Yorks Plaza, is hoping to cash in on booming conditions at the 
top end of the hotel market. Currently owned by the HongKong- 
listed hotel group CDL, the company has a portfolio of 23 four- 
star hotels, including a string of provincial business sites in the 
UK trading under the Copthome brand- Its parent plans to re- 
tain np to 60 per cent of the shares after the float. 

Regal buys White Hart chain 

Regal Hotels finally secured most of the White Hart chain of three- 
star hotels yesterday but was squeezed by Granada into paying 
a significantly higher price than it agreed with previous owner 
Forte? Regal will pay.a.similar amount to the fl-jn it Wed 
with Rjrtebul has agreed to settle for just 60 hotels instead of 
the 67 in the original deal. 
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Lean pickings for investors 
looking for bid targets 


Yesterday's sharp correction in the stock 
market notwithstanding, takeover fever 
continues to be a main factor underpin- 
ning share prices just now. The £4flbn 
mega-merger between Ciba-Geigy and 
Sandoz unveiled this week has directed in- 
vestors’ gazes towards pharmaceuticals, 
which is currently consolidating apace. 

Conditions remain fertile for further 
moves in this area. The industry remains 
highly fragmented. Market shares of the 
leading groups are bunched between 2 and 
5 per cent. The firepower is there loo. Not 
all balance sheets are stretched' Novar- 
tis, the company to be formed from the 
merger of C5ba and Sandoz, will kick off 
life with a dowry of SFrl5.4bn (£8.4bnj 
net cash and securities. Its Swiss rival, 
Roche, has a strong balance sheet. Both 
are potential predators, but. despite the 
excitement. UK investors looki ng to spot 
their targets may find the pickings are lean. 

For a start, the numbers of British prey 
have diminished after last year s takeover 
of Wellcome by Glaxo and Fisons by 
Rhdne-Poulenc Rorer. Shares in Zeneca, 
the last middle-sized British group, have 
rocketed to an all-time peak on the spec- 
ulation. But it now looks expensive. Cost 
savings might be dwarfed by goodwill 
write-offs. If Roche wanted to do a deal. 


it is likely it would have to be done as a 
friendly merger and Zeneca made clear 
on Thursday that it would be reluctant to 
come to the altar voluntarily. 

That is not a reason to sell the shares, 
however. Given its strong portfolio of 
growth products. Zeneca remains attrac- 
tive. An agreed marriage with Smith Kline 
Bcecham or Glaxo Wellcome, still heavily 
indebted as a result of previous corporate 
moves, could give an inexpensive yet 
substantial kicker to earnings in the future. 

The other sector which has been excit- 
ing interest from speculators is media. Big 
deals on Will Street, such as Disney’s link- 
up with ABC/Capital Cities, have high- 
lighted the undervaluations of similar UK 
stocks. But what has really lit a fire un- 
der the sector is the new broadcasting bill 
which is set to replace the limit on the 
cumber of 1TV franchises art) one com- 
pany can hold with a 15 per cent cap on 
its share of the television audience. 
NatWest Securities believes the industry 
could consolidate into three players by the 
end of the year and just one by the end 
of the decade. That leaves smaller play- 
ers looking vulnerable. Yorkshire Tyne 
Tecs, where Granada owns 25 per cent, 
and HTV, which could be snapped up by 
the MAI -U oiled News grouping, look ripe. 


Biggest UK mergers & acquisitions so far in 1996 
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Barclays -199 

Camrval Corporator 190 

Liverpool Woods Frtendty Society 188 
.RrandereSFAC finance) 177 

. Peitfrnhwh ' v 170 

.'NtfonalWesmilnsI^ 126 

96.3 

EdlnbLffgb Fimd' Managers 83.3 

Hay Hakproup. 55 

Hsbc • .50 

Granada-.-; . .- 50 

Highland DtsWIerlea ' <6.6 

Season ‘ ■ ' -415 

. ; ‘ . 407 


Total 8,337 


However. Carlton, the London and 
Midlands television franchise holder, is the 
shark in this pool of tiddlers. 

Elsewhere in the wider entertainment 
sector. EML with its lucrative list of 
recording siars and music rights, looks a 
sitting duck when it is demerged later this 
year by Thom-EMI. The merchant 
bankers have also clearly been running 
their slide rules over Pearson, which is an 
obvious break-up candidate with its amor- 
phous mix of merchant banking to theme 
parks. Bidders for both of these arc likely 
to come from outside the UK, with Dis- 
ney, Rupert Murdoch's News Corporation. 
Reuters and Sony all possible candidates. 

Ladbroke and Rank, two of the tired 
old men of the leisure sector, could also 
be broken up with relative ease, although 
some of the assets might be hard to sell. 
More juicy would be JD Weiherspoon and 
Regent Inns, pub groups spawned of the 
Government's beer orders. Parts of all four 
of these groups would fit well with either 
Bass or Whitbread, where leisure is seen 
as a growing part of the business. 

Other sectors which have seen some of 
the hottest takeover action in the past year 
are still bubbling away, albeit at lower lev- 
els. Royal Bank of Scotland could prow vul- 
nerable to HSBC as the Chinese takeover 
of its Hong Kong heartland approaches next 
year. Its Edinburgh neighbour, the Bank of 
Scotland could be similarly placed, but in- 
vestors may miss out on other takeov ers in 
the financial services industry. The targets 
of the budding financial conglomerates seem 
to have shifted to mutuals tike building so- 
cieties and life companies, where Clerical 
Medical and Scottish Amicable could soon 
succumb to bids. 

Lflilities went through a massive re- 
structuring last year and it is hard to see 
that being repeated in 1996, despite Wes- 
sex Water's indication that it is ready to 
move oo South West Water. At the 
fringes, there could be link-ups between 
adjacent water groups, releasing benefits 
of scale from shared overheads, but the 
industry continues to absorb large quan- 
tities of cash, making il difficult for debt- 
financed bids to succeed. 

The problem for investors is to spot any 
remaining value among the speculation. 
With shares just below record highs, it is 
difficult to raid any comers of the mar- 
ket which remain untouched by the fever. 


Reed shelves 
book sale 


MATHEW HORSMAN 
Media Editor 

Reed Elsevier, the Anglo- 
Dutch publishing giant, yester- 
day unexpectedly shelved plans 

to sell its consumer books divi- 
sion. in the face of “low-ball” 
bidding from interested 
purchasers. 

The decision, which helped 
send Reed's share price lower, 
was nonetheless applauded by 
some analysts, who said it 
proved the company would not 
be bullied into accepting an in- 
ferior price for the collection of 
publishers, including Seeker & 
Warburg and Methuen. 

The shares dropped to ltt35p, 
down 28p on the day. There 
were fears that the decision 
could delay the company’s push 
into higher margin publishing 
businesses, which is to be fi- 
nanced through disposals. 

In a statement, the company 
said it expected “a significant 
improvement in trading per- 
formance.” and Lhat it remained 
the intention to seU the business 
in due course. 

Poor trading conditions in 
book publishing generally, par- 
ticularly following the collapse 
of the Net Book Agreement Iasi 
year, had encouraged at least 


two serious bidders to offer far 
less than the £2CiDm Reed had 
been hoping to raise. Richard 
Branson's Virgin Group was be- 
lieved to be willing to spend just 
£SGm. Among the other po- 
tential buyers'was EJectra, the 
venture capital company. 

The deferral has dealt a blow 
to Reed's plans to divest of near- 
ly all its consumer businesses, 
to focus on professional and 
electronic publishing. It has 
raised £750m so far through the 
programme, which included 
the sale of its Dutch and UK 
newspaper businesses. 

Reed Regional Newspapers 
were sold in November to 
KKR, the US leveraged buy-out 
specialists, for £2U5m. Dag- 
bladunie, the group's Dutch 
newspaper publishers, was sold 
to PCM Uitgevers for £346m, 
while two smaller Dutch deals, 
along with the sale of the l*S 
consumer magazines to the me- 
dia affiliate of KKR, raised an- 
other £lS9m. 

Reed conceded yesterday 
that the sale had been a “ma- 
jor distraction”. It is is now plan- 
ning to “renew efforts to return 
the business toward former lev- 
els of profitability” before of- 
fering the consumer books 
division for sale again. 


With effect 
from the close of 
business on 
Friday 8th 
March 1996 
and until further 
notice, TSB Base 
Rate is decreased 
from 6.25% p.a. 
to 6.0% p.a. 

All facilities (including regulated 
consumer credit agreements) with a 
rate of interest linked to TSB 
Base Rate will be varied accordingly. 



We wa nt you 
to sayGQS 


TSB Banl pic. Victoria House. l/iCTpru SquJiu. 

Birmingham Bl iB£ 


ANZ Grindlays 
Base Rate 

ANZ Grindlays Bank pic 
announces that its base rate 
has changed from 6.25%,*. to 6.00%*. 
with effect from dose of business 
8th March 1996. 

iHa Grindlays Bank 

Private Banking 

13 St James's Square. London SWi Y 4LF 
Telephone- 01 71 -930 4S1 1 
Member ANZ Group 
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DATA BANK 


FT*SE 100 
3710.3 -47.9 
FT-SE 250 
4252.7 -27.3 
FT-SE 350 
.1860.9 -21.4 
SEAQ VOLUME 
895,9m shares, 
37,966 bargains 
Gifts Index 
92.64 -0.75 

Share price, pence 



A cut too far for Footsie as panic erupts in New York 


iMJJASONDJFM 


Shares suffered their biggest 
fall for oearJy three months as 
the stock market seemed to be 
audaciously questioning the 
timing of yesterday’s interest 
rate cut. 

After clamouring for lower 
rates, the market greeted the 
eventual reduction with a 47.9 
points fall to 3.710.3: at one 
time it was down 71 

It was. however, the Amer- 
ican interest rate scene which 
provoked the slide. 

Shares were drifting, doing 
very liule. with lower rates 
already discounted. Then LfS 
pay-roll figures produced 
panic: they appeared to dash 
hopes of a VS rate cut. 

New York crashed with the 
Dow Jones Average down 
114.5 in early trading. 

London, which in the main 
has chosen to ignore the 
Dow's record breaking ex- 
ploits. was caught cold'on a 
dull Friday afternoon and with 
market makers ducking and 


diving prices slumped. Yet a 
trader at one leading bouse 
was heard complaining he had 
not received a single selling 
order. 

Behind the fall was the fear 
the long-awaited cut could, 
ironically, turn out to be a cut 
too far. 

The market had expected 
other nations to follow the UK 
but if US rates arc frozen 
they are unlikely to do so. 

At best, it appeared that af- 
ter three cuts in three months 
any further reduction would 
not occur for some time. 

At the dose only three blue 
chips mustered gains; GKN, on 
its results. 16p to 893p; 
SmithKKne Beecham 4p to 
72 lp and RTZ, lp to 922p. 

Glaxo Wellcome, the drugs 
giant which needs another ac- 
quisition. experienced unusu- 
ally heavy trading with, it 
appeared, some investors keen 
to switch into other drug 
shares. At one time Zeneca 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
Of the year 


was up 31p but ended 7p low- 
er at 1 J70p. 

Reed International’s deci- 
sion to defer the sale of its con- 
sumer books division because 
it had not received acceptable 
offers, lowered the shares 2Sp 
to 1.03Sp. 

Takeover speculation was 
overwhelmed by the retreat. 
GRE, the insurance group, 
seemed to be on the verge of 
being the Friday afternoon 
ramp but ended 1 0p lower .at 
239p. But Allders, the de- 
partment store group with ex- 
tensive duty free interests, 
held a 12p gain to 202p as talk 
of a break-up bid, with LVMH 
taking the duty free operation, 
resurfaced. 


Nynex held at a lp gain to 
!05p as tails with TWeWest, 
down l.Sp at 14lp, were con- 
firmed. 

Siebe, the engineer, was at 
one time 19p higher, reflect- 
ing an investment presenta- 
tion. The shares ended 4p off 


at S33p. Barclays, the banking 
group, lost 19p to 733p on talk 
of a cautious presentation at 
its securities arm, Barclays de 
Zoete Wedd. 

South West Water rose 8p 
to 616p and potential bidder 
Wessex Water recovered 3p to 
327p. 

Amey, the roadbuilder, 
surged 5Ip to 16Sp following 
the acquisition of a British Ran 
maintenance company for 


£l5m. The deal prompted 
Steven Williams at stockbro- 
ker Williams de Broe to lift this 
year’s profit forecast by more 
than £4m to £10.75m. 

The shares were- floated at 
16Ip two years ago. 

Cos tain, the builder, was 
one to ding to a gain. lOp to 
91p. The rate cut and bid 
hopes prompted the progress. 

Some television shares, 
sharply lower in early trading 
as it became dear payments 
from Channel 4 would be re- 
duced, closed above theix 
worst 

Scottish Television, at 63Sp, 
halved its fall to 20p; Carlton, 
at one time dewfi 12 p, finished 
at 42Sp, off 2p- But others re- 
fused to rally. 

Allied Radio held at 3.75p as 
Independent Radio bid 33p a 
share, pricing the struggling 
group at £4 _5m. 

The bidder has the support 
of shareholders with 12.98 per 
cent and was ihought to have 


picked up shares in - the 

market. .... , 

Severfidd-Reeve. the fabri- 
cations group, duly produced 
the rumoured takeovers, two 
private companies. It is also 
raising £6. 6m, placing shares 
at 180p; they gained lOp to 
20Sp. 

Dailywin, a Hong Kong 
watch maker, lost 33p to 1 17p 
after warning profits would be 
UtUe different from the £273trt 
achieved last year. 

London Fiduciary Trust, 
with gold interests in the 
Philippines, held at Z75p. T 
Hoare, the stockbroker, de- 
scribed the shares as “a cheap 
way to own a part of the Pa- 
cific rim of fire gold riish” now 
underway. 

Hoare is involved in a pri- 
vate placing to raise $14m for 
LFT at 2p a share. 

Gold production, it says, 

. should be boosted to 40,000oz 
this year, going to 100,000 oz 
in 1997/9S. 


taking stock 


^Inspirations. tbeboBdafS 
group, continues to attract- 

takeover talk. After k&tiag 
95p last month the shares 
have edged ahead on sugges- : 
tfonsanaraseasptwpis 
planning to boy a slake or 
even mount a fall bid. They 
firmed to 106p yesterday 

fJTbe Canadiaas.have dis- 
covered AIM; Probe Explo- 
ration, nu oilexpkwer and 
producer with a qmrteoo the 
Alberta Stock Exchange, Is - 
hoping to arrive in a few 

months. It expects to nake 

profits of £175,000 this year. 
Assets are lOOp a share; its 

Alberta capitalisation is £7m. .. 

□Flartof tireesritwoea* - . 
which lifted Yiesflan from ' 
100p to 300p could sroH&mn 
suggestions it has fixed up a. 
deal for Us computerised 
data service with the up-mar- 
ket Meridfen hotel chain, now 
part of Granada. 
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Hoar Cross Hall, the 
premier Health Spa resort 
in a Stately Home, are 
offering Independent 
readers the chance to 
win a £1200 break at this 
Grade IT listed building, 
ideally situated near 
Uchfidd, Staffordshire. 

Our winner and their 
partner will enjoy six 
nights in a superior 
bedroom with ail meals 
included plus full use of 
the health hydro facilities 
and a total of 14 
complimentary treatments. 
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For information on Hoar Cross 
Hall Td: 01283 575 671 
To win this refreshing 
break call the number 
below and answer two 
simple questions. 
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Clearing up 
the language 
of confusion 


It is always nice to see a man 
who gives full hacking to his 
subordinates, but the head of 
Pakistan's CricketBoard, Arif 
Abbasi, might have overdone 
it when be defended the team's 
manager. Intikhab AJam. in a 
newspaper spat in Karachi last 
week. Imikhab was quoted at 
length in Dawn newspaper 
saying that it would be perfectly 
reasonable and within the rules 
to lose two games and slay in 
Pakistan for the quarter-final. 

Intikhab insisted afterwards 
that he had been ‘'misquoted", 
but Abbasi went further, 
attributing the comment to a 
failure of English. The Anglo- 
Saxon language is very com* 
plicated, lie explained. It is. 
But it is not likely that this 
played a part The 'interviewer 
was a local reporter, and his 
conversation with Intikhab 
was conducted in Urdu. 
Maybe he was misquoted. 

■ ■■ 

Not that Urdu is English-free: 
it is crammed with .Anglo- 
Saxon borrowings. The ruling 
Shiv Sena party in Bombay has 
been busy changing the vile 
English names back to their 
folk-nationalist origins (Bom- 
bay to Mumbai, for instance!, 
and it docs this in a simple and 
dramatic way. On Wednesday, 
activists turned up with cans of 
black paint at Grant Road sta- 
tion and blotted out the signs. 
It is hard to imagine cricket's 
vocabulary becoming the sub- 
ject for a similar effort. In the 
Urdu commentary on Pakistan 
television, the pundits fre- 
quently use English words for 
which there are no Urdu equiv- 
alents. It goes: Urdu Urdu 
Urdu Urdu Mike Atherton 
Urdu Urdu Urdu mental fa- 
tigue Urdu Urdu Urdu team 
spirit Urdu Urdu Urdu the 
County grind. Cricket really is 
a universal language after all. - 



Robert Winder 


Maybe Brian Lara, the world's 
choice as the West indies cap- 
tain - though not the West 
Indian cricket board's - is 
just preparing for the role by 
making a few public relations 
goofs even before he gets the 
job. When he hung around af- 
ter the match against Kenya 
chatting to the triumphant 
Africans, he obviously didn’t 
realise there was a reporter - 


some buffoon, ^probably - 


hanging a round too. The 
Repercussions about his re- 
marks on South Africa and his 
own management could be se- 
rious. Sad. in a way - all this 
drowned out what could have 
been a sweet scene. “A few 
years back," Maurice 
"Odumbe. Kenya's captain, 
said, "me and Sieve Tikolo 
asked for your autograph, 
and you refused. You should 
lake* ours now." Any doubts 
about the reliability of the re- 
port can be laid to rest. 


though. The reporter in ques- 
:k forbeii 


tkra has a knack for being first 
with the news. “Incidentally," 
he added at the end. “some 
news for Lara fans. He won't 
be playing county cricket this 
war."’ You read it here first 


On the eve of today's historic 
match between India and 
Pakistan, the stadium in Ban- 
galore looked like a cross be- 
tween Crufts and a rifle range. 
Alsatians and labradors criss- 


crossed the pitch, while 


labourers climlied up what 


the papers were calling the 
“splendorous lights" as if they 


were palm trees. There’s a Jot 
of fervent talk about the wicket 
(“The curator pronounced the 
rectangle to be batsman- 
friendly," the paper said) but 
the groundsman was keeping 
it under a carpet of loose 
grass dippings to keep it moist. 
The decisive security measure 
was the ractal detector sweep. 
They didn't bother with the 
wicket, which had been the 
subject of pre-match threats, 
but they went carefully over 
every indi of the sponsor's red- 
and-white logo painted on the 
grass. First things first. • 


As two nations held their 
breath over the outcome of to- 
days Indi a- Pakistan match, 
the players of both sides 
clinked orange, and politely 
declined the sponsor's ciga- 
rettes at a pre-match function 
in Bangalore's swishest hotel. 
Wasira Akram was just ex- 
plaining how the muscle strain 
m his side was holding him 
back when Mohammed 
Azharuddin walked in. The 
Pakistan team, like nervous 
guests, were smartly dressed; 
India, with the laid-back 
slouchiness of hosts, wore 
poolside gear. “What’s hap- 
pened to Azhar’s weight,” said 
Wasim. The two men shook 
bands, started chatting, and 
bam! Scores of photographers 
knocked the glares out of peo- 
ple's hands as they rushed to 
catch the scene. This was sup- 
posed to be All versus Frazier, 
and what was going on? These 
two looked like friends. Even- 
tually they politely deigned to : 
sound tough. Did Wasira re- 
member the last time he'd 
played here. “Yes,” he said. 
“We won, I think." Whooahl 
See those fists fly! 


This week at the World Cup 


Moment of 
the week 


Team of 
the week 
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humiliation of 
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| Sunday. 


-The inherent drama i of a 
Waqar Younisv Sachin 
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The story so far... 


Group A 

RESULTS: West Indies (1S5-J) 01 Zim- 
babwe (151-91 by 6 udcteis: 9n Lanw bl 
Australia (tnrte/U: man <203- 3i ot Kenya 
by 7 wefcets; IrtcSa >174-5) bt West 
Indies (1.73i By 5 mchets. Sri Lanka 
1229-41 ttt Zimbabwe I128-6) oy 6 iwck- 
ois: Australia (304-7) tit Kenya t207-7i Dv 
97 imps: Sn Lanka oi Wwt Indies ttertefij: 
Zimbabwe 1137-51 bt Kenya (1341 By 5 
wchots: Australia (258) Oi India (2d2i by 
16 runs: Kenya 11651 bt West Indies (93l 
by 73 rims: Australia (15S-2i w Zimbab- 
we (154) by S wickets: Sn Lanka 1272-4) 
bt India 1271-3) ty 8 awketa: W«t Indies 
1232-bi bt Australia '229-6i bv 4 wick- 
ets; India (247-5) bt ZimbaBwe (207) by 
40 runs: Sn Lanka 1398-5) bt Kenya 7254- 
71 by 144 runs. 

FINAL TABLE 


8) bt l rated Arab Emirates (167 -9) by 109 
“ m(242- 


uimuu-3 in 

nre: South Africa Q43-5) bt PakBten I 
Si bv 5 wickets: U rated Arab Emirates (220- 
3) Ot Nemertands (216-9) by 7 
Pakistan (250-3) U Enfitend (249-91 by 7 
Mcteis; South Africa 1328-21 bt the NeCwt- 
lands '158-31 by 190 runs: Pakistan (281- 
5) b( taw Zealand (235) By 46 runs. 


FHAL TABLE 


p 

S Africa ....5 
Pakistan _5 
N Zealand 5 
England ,._5 

UAE 5 

Nctb...- 5. 


W L 
5 0 


nr mu at 
0 10 2.06 
0 a 0-99 
0 6 0.54 

o 4 aar 

0 2 -L83 
0 0 -L9S 


5d Lanka -5 
Australia ..£• 

India 5 

Wl«*e»...5 
Zlinbabwa_5 
Konya 5 


MR Pts, RR 
0 in l&i 
0 6 0.38 


Quarter-finals 


0.47 

- 0.12 

-0.95 

-LOS 


Group B 

RESULTS; New Zealand 1239^1 bl Ergand 
•228-ffl by 11 run s: South A!n cs !321-2> 
EC Utsrad Arab Enuatea (152-81 bv 169 runs: 
New Zealand i3Ci7-8) bt Nethertands (18S- 
7j oy 119 runs; England (140-2) « United 
Arab Emirates (1361 by 8 widgets: South 
Africa (178-5) bt NewZeUarW 1177-9) By 
5 wickers; England (279-4) bt Netted ands 
(2 30-61 by 49 tuts; Pakistan (112-21 ttt Urt- 
Ifid Arab Emirates (lu9-9j by 9 wickets; 
5butn Afnca 12301 N Engand (152) by 78 
runs; Pakistan ti£i-2i bt Nettertands 
(145-ri by 8 rackets: Now Zealand 1276- 


Today 9 Afar Sri Ur*p v Engnnu (at 
stadium, FouMaa. WaaanJ.irata ir Paki- 
stan (at M CWrwwswamy stadum. Eanga- 
fore. frwtaJ. 

Mon 11 Mar. South Africa v West Indies 
(iff Naflontf sraftjm. Karachi PaWstn': New 
Zealand v Australia fat MA CbWamaaram 
stum. Orepau*. MMvs, M&aj. 


Semi-finals 


Wad 13 H« Fasalabad winner vBanga- 
\tm winner (at Ken Cardens, Catena). 


iJsuraMMaKlferadiawwyMadnswin- 
ner Car Punjab Cricket ASsoeisUtw staOum, 
Cttandgorb, India). 


Huai 


Sun 17 Man far Gaddafi grarfurp, Lahore, 
Pattsianj. 
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RACING: The trainer of the favourite for the Cheltenham Gold Cup talks to Richard Edmwid^n 

One Man a prince in Richards’ 


A 




There is a horse at Gordon 
Richards's Grey stoke yard in 
Cumbria that is different, and 
it is not just because he is grey. 

“Nine out of 10 horses will 
come in and roll in their box. but 
this one never does." Richards 
said. “But if you put him out in 
the field that's the first thing he 
does." But neither is it for his 
leisure technique that the eighi- 
ycar-old is most famous. 

On the contrary, it is in the 
heat of racing's most testing fur- 
nace that the highest celebrity 
awaits One Man, If be wins the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup on 
Thursday, and the bookmakers 
consider the sasb is already 
around bis neck. One Man is 
likely to join the few super- 
heroes that cross into the pub- 
lic domain, the likes of Arkle, 
Red Rum and Desert Orchid. 

He will also complete one of 
the greatest training careers in 
National Hunt history. Gor- 
don Richards, who will be 66 
this year, is dosing in on 2,000 
winners after 30 years with a 
licence, and he has just about 
every major chasing rosette 
going. There is one hole in the 
tapestry though and it is await- 
ing the garland of the Gold Cup. 

'Greystoke may be little more 
than a village, but it has signif- 
icance beyond its place in the 
atlas. This was originally the hub 
of an andent barony, which in- 
cluded all Cumberland between 
Inglewood, Penrith and Kes- 
wick, before One Man once 
again made it a seat of power. 
It is a place few visiL 

ff you come from southern- 
softies direction towards Grey- 
stoke, the appreciation grows 
that you are entering a different 
land. Up over the top of Shap, 
deer-warning signs start to ap- 
pear at the side of the road, and, 
in the fields, tfie greenery gives 
way to increasing parches of 
snow around the blasted sheep. 

When I arrived. Richards 
had just finished a morning’s 
work and was emerging from his 
off-road vehide with a barrel of 
gas in his hand. The trainer was 
dressed in near Bavarian man- 
ner, with knee-length socks 
over his trousers. His grey hair 
was flat on his head, like a sec- 
ond skin. “Come in," Richards 
said. “We’ll have an egg." 

One of the great things about 
being a trainer is that you always 
seem to get a spanking kitchen 
thrown in. Richards’s is typical. 
He too seems to have benefited 


from the Jockey Club's job lot 
of Agas and Welsh dressers. 



“Nancy said to me: "Gordon 

I'm s 6 pleased 

hen^ Arthur WTabcach^tcd. 

.As socm as One Man was sen! 
up over the Greysioke “iine\ a 
series of diverse and inaeaaagfr 
complicated obstacles, it be- 
came clear he was going Jo he 


a great friend of the stable. “I 

didn't know he’d be goniff ^ 

top, but I knew he'd win a- lot 
.of races," Richards said. “1* was 


when "he started coming- over 

those fences, I can see a horse, 
you know, and I knew he was - 
it from the first,” 

Richards has ridden One 
Man in much of iris work and 
-reckons he performs this ftme- 
■ tion as well as anyone. When . 
asked for the secret of his great- 
ness, Richards has never been 
one to redden and seek sanc- 
tuary in the comer of the room. 

He will stay right there, lock his 
blue eyes into yours, and tell you 
why he is so bloody good. 

The trainer does, however, . 
give some credit to the horse. 
“He has a lovely way of mbv- 
ing.'’ he said “He looks a big 
horse, bat he isn’t you know. 
He’sjustsos&wj^gfandwhenhe I 
uses this adjective Richards 
pronounces it like a lion might). 

“He’s beautiful to sit on, like 
a little ball of fixe. I’ve got a bad 
back but I'm happier sitting on 
him- that I am on this chair. 

“When you canter on him he’s 
a dream. And that spring in ten, 
he comes over those fences like 
a bird.” Whenever Richards de- 
scribes One Man’s jumping 
there comes with it an almost in- 
vofnntaiy spasm, a sort of diving 
‘ action with his hands. 

' The hands of One Man' s op- 
. ponents have been in the air for 
much of the grey’s career, none 
more so than on his latest out- 
ing in the King George VI 
Chase at Sandown, where he 
looked as weary as someone who 
had been transj^xfed in a sedan 
chair when he hit the front. 

The gelding is now the top- 
rated steeplechaser in the land, 
although the harshest of critics 
will point out he has yet to show 


his majesty at Cheltenham. Two 
yearsagohel 


which are spread around a huge 
area. Oassiral music plays in the 
background. 

There are picrures of the 
Boss and his horses, and little 


Man at work: ‘He has a lovely way of moving and when you canter on him he's a dream" Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


doubt who is top dog. While my 
cup. and that of Gonf 


Gordon’s wife, 
Joauie, have space for one ' 
the Boss is different He eats ] 
brace from a structure that looks 
like a cowboy-movie cactus. 

Richards has Liked One Man 
for longer than he has had him. 
He did the trainer’s equivalent 
of a building-site wolf whistle 
when he was first shown the 
horse when he was in the care 
of his great friend W A (Arthur) 
Stephenson. Stephenson is no 


longer with us, but talk to 
Richards and you understand 
that One Man is running for two 
trainers on Thursday. “We 
always used to admire one 
another’s horses," Richards 
said, “ff he saw a novice of mine 
he liked he’d say ‘ooh, you've 
been shopping well there, voung 
fella’." 

The Boss and W A may 
never have been in calculations 
for Gladiators, but they have al- 
ways been thought of as hugely 
intimidating men. When they 
drank together at a bar. they 
were left alone: Richards, the 


diminutive chap from Somerset 
and W A, the man so ruddy and 
full of face that it would have 
been absurd for him not to have 
his Wellingtons turned down. 

Richards is easy to lampoon 
with his West Country sighs, re- 
peated phrases and shrugging of 
shoulders, but no man is brave 
enough to do it in his presence. 

Considering both he and W 
A were so feared, they had a 
strange^ juvenile interplay. They 
gave each other sweets and ice- 
creams (later blamed for Steph- 
enson's kidneys faiKng and one 
of Richards's being liberated). 


“I remember saying to him 
[Stephenson] that" the horse 
had big feet,” Richards said. 
“He told me he had a big heart 
as well. ‘He’s playing around at 
the moment,’ Arthursaid. ‘Just 
wait until you see him go over 


the black ones [fences]’.’' 
nth this recom 


Armed with this recommen- 
dation, Richards determined 
to buy One Man at the dispersal 
sale held after Stephenson's 
death. Customers from around 
the nation arrived at the 
Crawleas auction, and not all 
were impressed by the sur- 
roundings (some horses dawn 


south are not far off having 
hairdryers and mnri-bare. in- 
stalled in their boxes). 

• “Crawleas isnot like all those 
fancy places in Newmarket. It’s 
just an ordinary farm turned into 
bares," Richards said. “Trainers 
came up from the south and it 
really opened their eyes. They 
asked me, how did he traurail 
those winners from here?" 

The question drat vexed 
Richards, though, was how much 
One Man was to cost him. The 
gave] came down, at 68,000 
gvuneas, after which Stqjbenson’s 
widow approached fire trainer. 


years ago ne blundered away his 
chances when hot favourite for 
the Sun Alliance Chase at the 
Festival, “He did the splits at the 
top of the hill that day and 
after that Doughls f Neale Dou- 
ghty] was never very happy 
with him,” the trainer said. 
“But he was sfttmgsecond so be 
couldn’t have palled up. or there 
would have been murder on." 

Richards swiftly dismisses 
any notion that his horse may 
not perform at Presihury Park. 
“If he.didrit tike Greltenham 
and 1 thought ft would do him 
some harm T promise; you l 
. wouldn't be talong this horse,” 
he said, “rm not going to hurt 
ordisappamthini.” • 

In .feet. One Man has had few 
bad days in his life, based as he 
is in the splendour of Lakeland. 
But -now the work up - to 
SumzhergFOVinds, the 1,200ft 
pjrak above Greystoke and a 
view fire grey knows only loo 
. well, kover. All that remains is 
to see if he can climb into the 


Cork loses battle of injured knee 


Cricket 


Dominic Cork will 
miss England's 
World Cup quarter- 
final against Sri Lanka in 
Faisalabad today because of 
his long-standing knee injury. 

Cork’s absence was con- 
firmed yesterday when he took 
no part in a practice session. But 
England’s best bowler over the 
last nine months could still 


have a part to play in this 
ided the team 


World Cup pro vie 
triumph without him. 

“It's realistic to think I could 
be available for Wednesday's 
semi-final in Calcutta," rhe 
Derbyshire all-rounder said. 
“My knee is improving all the 
time but it's not yet at Lhe 


stage where I can put much 
pressure on it 

“There was no point in prac- 
tising and possibly aggravating 
the problem or saying I was Cl 
enough to play in the quarter- 
final and then breaking down." 

Cork’s long-term fitness is a 
major concern for England. 
Match-winning bowlers are thin 
on the ground and their bright- 
est talent has shown worrying 
signs of stress and strain. 

Two years ago he needed an 
operation on hrs left knee. Now 
the right has been causing prob- 
lems, on and off, for several 
weeks. “I don’t think this one 
will need surgery.’’ Cork said. 
“Tm hoping a few weeks rest be- 
tween the end of the World Cup 
and the start of next season will 
do the trick." 


Brian Lara apologised yes- 
terday for a racist remark that 
he said had been taken out of 
context. Lara was quoted by an 
Indian magazine as telling the 
Kenyan players after their shock 
victory over West Indies in 
Pune last week that the defeat 
was not as bad as losing to a 
white team like South Africa. 

The Delhi weekly, Outlook, 
claimed Lara said: “It wasn't 
that bad lasing to you guys. You 
are black. Know what I mean. 

“Now, a team like South 
Africa is a different matter al- 
together. You know, this white 
thing comes into the picture. We 
can't stand losing to them." 

But Lara said his quotes had 
been taken out of context, say- 
ing his words had been “put In 
different language". 


“I said that the defeat by 
Kenya was not as humiliating as 
when we lost to South Africa at 
the [last] World Cup. At that 
time. South Africa had just 
come out of the apartheid era 
and the West Indies were the 
best team in the world," he said. 

“We should have beaten 
them and that day still ranks as 
one of the worst of ray cricket 
career. But that statement had 
no racial connotation." 

Lara said he hoped the out- 
burst would not spoil the match 
between the two teams in 
Karachi on Monday. “I’d ap- 
preciate ft if it ends here. It 
doesn't reflect any racial preju- 
dice on my pan and I would tike 
to continue to be part of South 


Africa development in the 


future," he sail 


sr 


England and Ireland 
celebrate centenary 


Hockey 


BILL COLWILL 


England meet Ireland in Dublin 
this afternoon to commemo- 
rate the centenary erf the first 
women’s international hockey 
match which Ireland won 2-0. 
Since then Ireland have oniy won 
13 of the 102 matches and it 
seems likely that England will 
pick up another couple of vic- 
tories this weekend, although 
they are without 11 players in the 
Great Britain Olympia sqiiad 
which leaves bri Monday to play 
three Tfest matches in Russia. 

Even so coach Maggie 
Souyave was in confident mood: 


“We have a good blend of ex- 
perience and young players and 
it gives me an early opportunity 
. to see some of the new players 
who may well feature in next 
year's world Cup qualifier." 
■ Seven of the squad- are 
uncapped. 

ENGLAND SQUAD (v Mart fa Oubfe toda# 
. 8 Ctandtor (cacti. S XntgM. S Wriffbt 
. (SJoujJO. C RaM, J Crook, C GMwrt; L Ntnr- 
. cmAa (HlgHtQMQ, K BkHMah (Balaam Leeea- 
®), M CtewtMr, K Bnpton (CaWjxtuiyl. S 
Otam, N Jwak (Trojans), F Si awten 


n j^htoc ra gt Studwte). L Mmten teuton). 


.LYaun^flDSHttti). 

■ Calura Giles, Great Britain’s 
penalty comer specialist, re-, 
turns forHavant’s seomdXI to- 
day after a hernia operation 
and providing there is no re- 
action wfli be with the first XI 
at Tfeddington tomorrow. 


confidence from Collins 


Boxing 


Ireland’s World Boxing Or- 
ganisation super-middleweight 
champion. Steve Collins, who 
defends his title against Neville 
Brown in Cork today remains 
favourite to retain his title and 
move on to a contest with Nigel 
Benn or the new World Boxing 
Council champion, Thulane 
“Sugar Boy" Malinga. 

Collins weighed in at list 
131b l2oz - 12oz more than his 
opponent. Brown, however, has 
the advantage of the input of 
Brendan Ingle, the DubJin- 
bom Sheffield-based man be- 
hind Naseem Homed. Ingle 
believes he has the game plan 
to end Collins' reign where it be- 
gan 12 months ago when he de- 
throned Chris Eubank. 

Ingle said: “Sieve is a typical 
Irishman who comes forward all 


the time and. if he doesn't get 
you with a punch, he'U hit you 
wilh his shoulder. But he is slow 
on his feet and Neville has the 
craft to catch him and move 
away. I expect a very technical 
fight - a battle of wits. If Neville 
listens to me. he’ll win." 

Ingle, who also handled (he 
career of the former British 
middleweight champion Hero! 
Graham, believes that he brings 
a touch of luck to Brown’s 
career which slumped after he 
was beaten last year by the 
American Anthony Ivory. 

“When Neville won the 
British title against Frank Grant. 
I was in his corner but then he 
drifted away from me and when 
he fought for the European 
title betosL," Ingle said. 

A stoppage of Shaun Cum- 

S in defence of his British 
as since given Brown new 
confidence. “He brought me in 


for the Cummings fight and did 
the business," Lngle said. “So 
maybe 1 have a special touch." 

But Collins, who outpointed 
Cornelius Carr in his last de- 
fence despite a below-par per- 
formance is confident. The 
31-ycar-old from Dublin has 
been preparing in Jersey with 
the American trainer Freddie 
Roach and knows he cannot 
afford to slip up at this late stage 
of his career. 

“I based myself in Jersey 
this time because I suffered 
from jet lag against Carr,” 
Collins said. “Brown is a decern 
puncher and because he's 
moved up in weight he’ll be 
stronger. And because he's 
fighting for the world title he'll 
be a much better fighter." 

Collins, who has never been 
stopped, should weather the 
early storm from Brown and 
retain his title ou points. 


RACING RESULTS 


AVR 

US0: 1. UK HVtaEKE (P Nhen) 4-1; 2. 
Sinang Sand 3-t 3. TTw Stttcter 5-L 14 
9J lav cmadino |4ou. a. t (M Ham- 
frond. Middietem). Tote: £1030: £2.20, 
OF: CI5S 0. CSP £1063. TrW 

£20.10. 

2^ l-SOLBA<B Storey) d-5 ta^whte 
Manwod U-2; 3. Ask Me Later 8-L 6 no. 
6. a. (C Paixer, LocXertta). Tote: £2.60; 
£1.20. £130. OF: £5J20. CSF; £9.10. 

24i5: J, SSRfM MADHfONA {Mr A Psrli- 
eri 5-H 2. CettJc Bikb 5-1. 3 ran. 1-3 lor 

Eteajar (inaeatfid fkkrt. 2. (Mre A &Mnbaf*. 
FWmorvd). Tots: £5.10. DFi £4.10. CSF: 
£1729. 

SJ30i X. DEEP DECISION IR Sua*£) ?- 

4 tar 2. One For Hie Pat 9-2; 3. Chum* 
{QCCWeS-l. SwlS. 7.(P<3ieesb«oitfi. 
BWnp Auckland). Tota £2.10: £1,40,. 
£2.00. DF: £5.70. CSF: £8.13. Nfc Hgi- 
Undman. 

4.00: X. MRLE8IZ (Mr A RctMOfi) 4-1; 2. 
ROvfltef’t Qkwy 5-1; 3. BBd Anotr 12-3u 8 
ran. 11-10 fcv RffiJcy Dee (unsealed nden. 
IVj, U. ia Wight, Cocfc&urre Path), tmk 
£530; £3.60. £1,60. ELSO.DF: £15,60. 
CSF: £22.05. 

«Q: L SHARKASHKA <1. Vfyefl 5-1; 2. 
Slash Tb* Cash 7-2; 3. Cbandman 8-L 7 
ran. 15-Sfev Sarmafcn (5th). A, 5, fT East- 
ern*. Manat). Tat« £5.90; £2.40. £2.50. 
DF: £9.80. CSF: E20J97. 

PtaCTpot £162.80.Qnadpac £55.00.. 
Place fl; £134.05, Ptaca & £79.27. 
MARKET RASEN 
2-40: L EL/IE JUSTEE (G &3*W) 13- 
0; 2. Hat Breeze 5-1; X Sharraeor 6-1. U 
ran. 4-1 tw Troy's Dream. 5. 6. (N TmWar). 


Tote £HJ30: £2^0, £2.00. £2.30. DF: 
£13.80. CSF: £42.55. Tncase £200.59. Tna 
£63.20. 

2-10:1. exemplar (Richani Guwa) 10- 
1; 3. Tristan's Oonit &1-, 3. Banana Cam 
li : 1. 11 ran. 4-2 fey Barney'S Grt '&A; Vk. 
(Mra S Smith. Tots: £3*0: £2.30, £2M. 
£4.10. DF: £19.60. CSF: £34.25. Tftcasc "• 
£836J9. TrXx ft 55. 60 (nan won; ttxi at 
£43.84 earned toward to Ayr 4.00 tridwf. • 

2-4E i. CRAFTY CHAPLAIN (D lAcCWn) 
11JL: 2. To nfr Deal 13-2; 3. Charter-. 
fortwch*ai>e Il-I. fi ran. 5-2 4w Swan n - 
Rawr. 3Va. IV*. ID McCain). Tots: £13.90: ‘ 
£3.70. £2.50, . £3^0. DP ‘ £35.00. CSF:" 
£74,12. Tricasc £743,61 
3J£S 1. AL1ADEER (A TtenW) 7-2; 2. 

Scyrnoof Spy 33 -1; 3. East Kornon 5-1. 

11 ran. 5-2 tavAstX. Wings (4ml. 3Vi, 7. (M 

W ESstErbyl. Totac £530: £1.60. £10.70. 
£fto. DF: £18830. CSF: £89.99. -Trio: 
S1S&J30. 

350: L TUNVB CffT(D Bndteatert &4 
^v:2_BesoltateiotB-l.'3-Rsiisdens5- 
L 12 tan. 4, 7. (M Ptpfl.Tote: ££J0; £150. 
£2.00. £1,40. DF: £850. CSF: £12^3. Tho: 
£830. 

A 20 S J. PERCVTtaiOWER tMrMfitoiei) 
13-8 ter. 2. Aaotinr Cord 7«f; 3. 
rntotmioBii!' B-L 6 tan, 16,1 Va. (N iMston- 
Davtes). Tote £2^0; £U», £L3U. df : 
£2-10. CSF: £5.02. NR: EDemi MB. . . 

4 JO: a. ujcia forte ia thomum) 9 - 2 : 

2. Wstambs 7-U 3. ERe BBa* 9 - 2 ; 4, Run 
ran * 3 ' ^ Tots: 

£5.80; £2.10, £3.40. £2.00. DF: £42^0. - 
CSF: £44.67. Trto; £1730. ' 

JadKpoC not won (pogj c/£37fiSB£5 ak- 
netf Iwwarfl to Sandown today). 

PteMvee C29S30. Quadpob £30J». 
Ptooe R £416.11. Ptaca Sc £16452. 


SANDOWN : 

200:3. MM OF PRAISE (IA McCartfV 
9-1; iZapturroa 5-2; 3 . Ir^ectatxrcti 14- 
-1. 10 ran. 13-8 fw Orewn Gquenry (4di): 4, 
V=- <0 Shenrooa Uww lamOouDy.-lbiBs 
£14.10; £330. £3_10.£2.40. Oft£34.Sa 
CSft £30.06. £3560/ 

i3S; LStflLWO OflH 1 {T bescombat 
U-2; 2. Maestro Paul 100-30: 3; Ftap- 
jaekl^dia-aeimS^fwHertwtBuew- - 

£8.00; £3j00, £1.70. OF: £16.30: CSfi 
£21.63. r 


, N COMQUEROR pWajor 

O BhnaO 3-U 2. Irish Say 14-1; 3: 
gtyWajiar 10-3. U ran. 15-8 M( 
Boston Item. 2%. S. rr-momson Jonas; Op* 
perlamuoum). Tbtec £4.10: £140. £L30. 

w i £25 - S0 - CSF: £40; 7 7 .- Trto: 
£48JX>.- . . 
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240: 3. LEAD VOCAUST (0 OSidun) 
4-1; 2. Newton Potac JUl; 3. tMMr 
<rart«« 12-1. B ran. 11-4 tor Nwtwe F«K. 
V*. 7.1R Rows, torrtngwri). 'tott4£6.00; 
£LB0, £1.80. £2.60. DF: £12J50l CSR 

£19-95. "Mcast tieaso. 

«fcioVBJTOEa>CC 9*SScabcJ& 
11-4: 2. On The Other Hunil 4-5 toe iGoW- ‘ 
25-1. * raa lift. 20. (S Sportwi 
Bishops StDItfert). -fate: £4.40. Dft £2.40. 

CSP.£«JB8. • ' 

4k4ft LAMUtaiEMaptfl 9-1:2. teitf- 
oftottewotsl A-l ftv r 3. ftototjva Chance 

33-1. 12 ran. 3 , 2.‘ltfld|j' Hsrtw. titda- 
ten^). Wes £10.80; EZJSQ. £U&). 
£a£gLpfc£ 2 & 50 . CSR SAJUS. Tfttasc 
fia.07a46.1Ho; £575.00. 

Ptacapot Ll.I91.7a Qaadpat: £50 JO. 
«aw*6: £393.95. Pt*c« 5: £153.03. 
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over Draborgie’s Arkle challenge 


PICKARD EDMONDSON 

Drabor^e, widely regarded as 
one of Hie bankers for nen 
week’s Cheltenham Festival, 
jnay-fiaytio -mifis the meeting] 
Martin Pipe, her trainer, con- 
firmed yester day evening that 
- the inare,-whp wa$ as short as 
7r4 fbir her intended target, the 
, AridelfiOpby, has had a setback, 
.Downbeat rumours about 
the mare’s well-being ram* on 


. the anerfaoon, prompting Coral, 
WIEiam Hill and Ladbrokes to 
. suspend betting oh the race. 

Later.Pipe confirmed:“Dra- 
borgie worked this 'morning 
and did puli oat a little bit stiff 
. from her bos, and we are re- 
viewing the situation, it ts as sim- 
ple as that. 


“We have got 10 wait and see 
how she gets on. We are never 
happy when things like this, 
happen, but we will leave it un- 
til the day before the race be- 
fore making a decision.” . 

David Hood, Of W illiam Hilt , 
■reported: “There is no confi- 
dence in Draborgie in the bet- 
ting market and there is also 
substannaTarpportfbr those di- 
rectly behind her in the market. 


rectfo behind her in the market. 

; “ vfe thought she would not 
nm if there was fast ground at 
the. Festival but there now 
seems some donbt as to 
whether she will run at all." 

Rob Hartnett of Coral, 
added: “At Sandown, the racer 
course was simply swimming in 
rumours about her. Bookmak- 
ersrtrainers, everybody was talk- 
ing about her. If she had been a 
14-1 or 16-1 shot, you wouldn’t 
have, to worry too much, but giv- - 


1 MP E R 1 A L c L ' p - 10-YEAR -T A L EE 



en her position at the bead of the 
market, we had no option but to 
suspend bening.” 

Another absentee will be 
ooeof the great consrants of the 
modern Festival, Jodami. He 
wfll miss Thursday’s Gold Cup 
because of a bacterial infection. 
Peter Beaumont's gelding has 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Spanish Light 
(Sandown 3J30) 

NB: Amando 

(Sandown 4X16) 

taken part in the last three 
runnings of the Blue Riband, 
succeeding at the first attempt 
in 1993 and finishing second to 
The Felkw the following year. 
He will now be prepared for the 
Grand National at Ain tree on 
30 March, when he wfl] be re- 

CHEPSTOW 

LOO: Fbllcrwing his Tbwcester win 
over two miles SELATAN was fan- 
cied to follow-up at Haydock last 
time but be nailed m only fbanh to 
Marchant Ming. Tbday’s extra balf- 
imle sbooM enable this fboT-year-oU 
to btiog his stain m* ixuo fan play. 

COQ 

130: Three miles through the mud 
on this track is a tough task for 
novices and Sister Stephanie, who 
stays well, will be backed to come 
out on top. But better value may lie 
with BOND JNR. This seven-year- 


quired to cany top weight, fol- 
lowing Master Oats's with- 
drawal from the race. 

In the other main Chel- 
tenham races. Viking Flagship 
was eased to 13-8 from 6-4 for 
the Queen Mother Champion 
Chase as the fast-ground per- 
formers Strong Platinum, 
Travado and Caul ton came in 
forsuppoit The money was also 
flyisg for Hotel MincJJa in the 
Champion Hurdle, for which he 
is a 9-2 chance (from 6-1). 

Among the piher contes- 
tants for hurdling's crown is Col- 
lier Bay, who, test year, won this 
afternoon's feature race, San- 
down's Imperial Cup. This 
year's running features an ani- 
mal Who hy already barf a pro- 
found effect oa the Festival, 
Eskimo Nel. 'When she fell ai 
Newbury last month she took 
down with her Norman WilF 

IHYPERION’s" 


old jumped superbly around this 
course on a previous visit. 

□oa 

ZjOO: AROUND THE GALE has 
sound credentials but this is trappy. 


iamson. Tile jockey who com- 
pleted the rare big-race douhle 
last year (or Alderbrook and 
Master Oats) dislocated his 
right shoulder in the accident, 
on injury which recurred on the 
gallops a week ago, ruling him 
out for the res: of the reason. 

The smaller targets at Esher 
today also have a significance on 
Cheltenham races. The front- 
running grey Senor Ei Betrut- 
ti is among the Cathcart Chase 
entries, but comes up against 
only three opponents here. 

Later on. General Rusty, 
Charlie Mann's hopeful entry in 
the Sun Alliance Chase and the 
Gold Cup itself tackles some 
names that used to belong to the 
Festival, namely Kina Credo, 
Buck WUJow and Cuddy Dale. 

General Rusty is to be ridden 
by Richard Dtinwoody, who. 
along with Tony McCoy, will be 

SANDOWN 

235: BONE SETTER ii one of few 
in the field who is in form. although 
his most recent runs fuvs been in 
novice chaser. He has pleats of 
speed, though. 2nd should be able 
to readapt 10 hundlL-tc. 

□CO 

330: Only four runners, hui a wide- 
open race. SPANISH LIGHT had 
been running ever longer trips but 
dropped back to two miles success- 
fully last time and may jus: get the 
better of Senor £3 BetrunL who wffi 
relish the fast ground and Lord 


spending as much time in make- 
up as in the jockeys’ room this 
.afternoon. The Irish riders will 
be making their way from Chep- 
stow idler the BBC’s iclevised 
events to the Channel 4- 
screened Sandown card. 

CHAMPION HURDLE iCneftetaiam. Tu«dn*>: 

teferteeo: 12 ficertrx*. 'r-2 Conor/. Ho- 

ieiV.ine5E.6-: V, 12-1 Collier Bay. 20- 

1 Land Afar, V-zci TV* Krute £ Squire S*. 
26-1 P.ftrt 30-1 Often: Tote 10-11 
Aster 5-1 Danct. Hc«H Mlnefla. 7-1 
Vyi-V. 12 1 CoS*: Bay. 20-1 Mat* 77* Krafe 
25-1 Land AJa\ Soutre Sdr- 4G-1 omen. 

QUEEN MOTHER CHAMPION CHASE :Otel- 
tf-ham, WeGfescati: Ladbrokes: 13-8 
\*ns Fiae snp. 2-1 Saiara Men. 7-2 Sro”£ 
tenm. 10- 1 natron Davs. 12-1 Travaco. 
1L-1 Coupon. 33-1 Maw's Laro. 50-1 Danc- 

sg Fa Tone &-i JUng nagsm. £-2 Sound 
Lten. 7-2 Sror* 1 Paimm. 8 1 Wa«r Davis. 
:S1 Trsvaao. 16-1 CffJMn. 33-1 Morar.'s 
Limp, D*n □ ns pa coy. 

GOLD CUP (ChehE-ream, Thuraat Lad- 
brakes: 5-J One uan. 4-1 Imperial Cali. U- 

2 Duoti FMs. '-1 Moraeur Le Oce£ 

Ojwl 12-1 CouWT.i Be Bene. 20-1 Banon 
Bane. SO-l cv*cn. Tone: S-4 Ono Man. 9-2 
Srpena Cat 5-1 Diow Rys. 9- 1 toi^i Ques. 
10- 1 Monsieut Le Cue. 12 1 CouMra Be Bel 
ar. 16-1 Baron Bar*. 26-1 omer. 


Doroet, who b Oauered fa' having 
wen a weak own bv .Ascot sondanfs. 

OOD 

4.05: The first two home in a tough 
handica p here in Deccmher. 
CHIEF'S SONG and Eskimo Nel, 
may dominate. Both are suited by 
this track and good ground and can 
hold the gambled -on Silver Groom. 

C03 

4.4th Despite his age. the 13-year- 
old CUDDY DALE retains his form 
and likes this track. He is weighted 
to reverse placings with .Arthur's 
Minstrel on form here last month. 




HYPERION 

1-55 On The Beer 405 Chiefs Song 

225 Coralette 4.40 Cuddy Dale 

255 Bdne Setter 535 Marching Martmte (nb) 

350 Spanish Light ■ ■ • 

GOIN& Oases - Good fGood to r*ta in plaeesk 

Hurdles- Good lo Soft (Good u> Firm ta hack straight)- 

■ Right-hand course; seven testing fence* along back straight; nm-tai of 300yd 

■ Count: is oo A307, 4m S Of Kingnon. Esher aodfcm (aerane fa»n London, Wueriool 
adjoins course. ADMISSION: Ouhi 1 5, Junior Ctab (16 -26yr*J SI 3; Grandsund A Pad- 
dock SI 37 S9vo- Bng S5. C4K FAK& free, or £2 in members. 


■ IXADING TRADBRS WISH RUNNERS: H OcQ— 8^ -winner* from 97 ntnnos ghea 
a stKcessrada of 21.9N inda profa to a SI level stake of &4.06; Iff Senate — 8 win- 
nos. ft8 runners, 21. IK, -ilOJG; J Dralop— 8 winners, 40 nrnnos, 20.1N. -fS02S; 
RBanaon— 8 winnira, 43 nmnera, I84K. +S4.46. 

■XEADBVG JOCKEYS.- M Ammwodr — 38 winaefS,' 123 rates 39-3*. +S26J3; A 
Hagnlrr— 20 wfnnais 102 dies, 19.8%, -<L13-6Lk JOabocne— 16 winners, HI rtdw, 

] L.-tK, -^4 ^THTda — lfitetanera, 60 rfdesCEJJK, -4,13.7a 
WDONBRS INTHELASrSEVEN DATS: KtnffdbU Ttt (4 M) won atNcvdwy on Samn 
dayjOnHieBaerfliBIwwiaiHi^minpoijjWo^ototcnSunctaT- 
IDN&4ME1ANCBXDNNEIS: IM Dowt f8J01 has bemsera 803 idles I9 JChnton 
Irani StocfaOekl NorthambaKndvTbo Midor Goerd 045) ft Smkh UpW (3 JO) seiA 
297 Bides by G BdwnSi Eroni Gnyitotai. Cmnlri*- , • • - • •' 

II ccl MCKMcCREBtY HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H> £4^)00 added 
l±!r5j 2m 4f 110yds Penalty vanu£2^84 

1 362WPF HaiBraNI4D(9)(D||IkBBWMnet)PMhna.l2120— Mfw0amMl(7). 

2 ir ON WE Ban (3271 (HD H*0 S SfwtwgS 12 0 _ Mr SSaonxxg (7) 

3 N3BM> gOL g OBUBB MM WPEWawflCIteswilgO — __G V tDJtie»4M V (7] . 

4 lV33Fl^TJC»UOeBBBbt(^[HDO8rt08telJ€Adm*B120 _C^i<A Opten (7) 

5 ZSaff TmESIHa(lJ)«DU7n«4taipl0JWc^^ -«rJHfci Wte*(q 

' ■ .v L .-Sdirura it-~. . .. • . 

grate iULte Iba BWf, S>sM. 7-ZHa Mi|ir Orasnl. M.S«ma «<>■■■. Macte - 

laaftlMHim 13 10'llj* ettoffl Hwk mans (T5diseft3'Mn- 

[yoej IflOH SPED) PR0DUCI10N YUHQNAL HWT* NOVICE KUR- ' 
l^*?l dle (CLASS C) £5^000 2m 110yds Penalty Value £3761 

.1 002041 OtCT3EYOUR5aF(U8 WffWalF WfcorJT1hBn»jni»as6 11 7 eBndtajr 

2 01- BBT OF fHQtJS (280) (4rn MoSrf'JtesiHIWgiJ 6 11 2 JF7M«y 

3 42 CORM£ra(2DmAn4iUO|dtMMNHBnd8aon6U2. JLARrgMH 

4. 3 BWSra»fiS(113i(4NSfl(BwinflRBtey5112 TJMszjd«t30 

5 4 FHlDOC15){U«sJ BhasfrHedhaSHT Gao® 7 112 T tents 

6 200 0eBIMS»C«m9ifcluMJ*tem«nkta«J fittnl 6112 IfcjMip). 

7 240 HMS£Q0MCH0RUS(>S|(HartK)wtSatHmComtenu)10iii8112 — IRI U i i g 

s ; jimMoote«AUuuadeHaBd5ii2 ; sente pj 

9 lomai IWHttgMBSIWJEW) tJSHRnOs'tOBSenl ATunBI 5 112 PCaAany 

ID 2^2 IHNDMAr{lQ fl>)sAk>4fancBll0k]7112,. ! lAMeCwtty 

11 - 103 wimoacBong(ig®te.&aabJiiJPMi6ir2 CMmit 

12 2-mo -OK CUffiR pg)ix*an and Mrtnd Bairafl M To«t9«5 11 2 WMaztoo 

13 2-152 KEJKEn)tHOUBWD(KI((IteSTi»7BwJ0ne9i Mn Dftaw6 1011 0Hspn(3) 

• 14 COO USC»<2^nfaVfcrtd'0wtert)CJonB6l)311 DVMte(5) 

15 PO AU.0tralimimiBi4«e<QBiTlR0tenSIACMI4U)8 ftkJCUBoty{S) 

-UtedMd* . 

gnW& 92 CocatetteJ-2 PaddB Yagradt 11-2 I tswt s tey . M ter S&&, HanteUa Ha— ft 
Uaira Da Itealqns . 10-1 FaMoo, 12-1 afters . 

IM&firatffltefSiarS 

U ' e-cl BARCUOfS BANK (AMATEUR RIDERS) HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £6^00 added 2m UOyds 

1 H22-3P SOCglYtUESrtl^MIJWmontWteariaDA'IiinariDllUl C«otAO*ten{7) 

2 3EB1B3 BiAZOKOFTROVCHS [D) SteilcFttkloni TThareoil Jm« 711 5 lteaVM0«(7) 

3 P03P00 HAFWH0RSE#B)CaHMs)DrbnMaflnntf RHDdesB9U4 HtfsrGVfeMter (7) 

4 321IP1 B0SEgTTS?(98}(CT[UltiUwwti*MSB«(or6n2. — —JaptOAto u lte*n> f7> 


5 433SU> MACBXMtS(23)(COilRKW«eei6TtDnei81011 ttrC Ward toons (7) 

6 1332S0 NOCAICHte (22}g)j£REtoi* KVtoitor 7 107 Catena noteraP) 

i S408-55 ltBH.ROW{ajfQieena2Swn!T1bQmsanJonM6107 Mnjnrtrninnil fT) 

8 6S61CM KHirWIC(5](D){U&V0tow1DCTaen6107 Mite iUBpi/fll 

9 K4140 5anfiTMDlADT(UO)ICIVtea4JStloav810 7 Dadbttd 

Ifasiwnwe^c 1CW 7*v Tax hsndeapaeipKRbeaditn iCSSh Keel tours®. MtjUxloa 
®awiteWladytellft>. 

flSTBte M Xod Rom, 74 Bsm SaBnt, W2 Bnta Of Hoy. frl Soctoty Coast, 84 NsraUte, 
10-1 Ksdy Stee, 12-1 Ihwj Han. 20-lctewa 
1985: Jta 7 11 3 Ur I Tnce Rofph 4-1 (8 Hofl^s) 10 an 
F0RM6UDE 

The Queen Mother attempts a douote here todorang Mtaman Conquemrs success « the 
Grand Mlay Chase jeswtey and Meet Row. ten represents the same team of^ Ten Thom- 
son Jones and Odte EDnood, ns the flrat n tale the eye at me Mgts Thera mas aso 
enoud 1 d*e at (he sound yesterday ro ngpa tnp w« ode some gfitO’V- Keel tow 
stays wel - her FontweAwm from Sanddd tast tann being gw»ea w*r two-and-a-quarter 
mtas -and tMOpteasing nats at Nomngham and Fatenhsm wdl hara sat her up ruceV lor 
this task. Thomson Jones also nets fltem Ot fny. who just lastea hone m the mud at 
Upheld and a good thkd to a Decora son m M M nfc a Fontwefl tasi ume. The race a not 
that strong and Pomade Atets-Hankey. second on Insh Say to Norman Conque ror jearaday. 
rnpii just gan Ws revenge today on me winning nowoe chaser BONE setter, who can win 
' vihen fresh and Baiy m set them aka oak rath las ftont-rvaaitng style. Successftdrae fences 
at Uaitet Rasen aid Ludlow. Bone Setter B tom a yad having winners. Sodoty Boast 
won three chases last teen aid ran tta a non-stayer when puled uo at Ketnptnn Cm 50 
lest tune. On Hs aeppeemnee toad to Grass Dance a Taunton. Society Guest woub Ime 
a chance today. Happy Hone s wel rianiScapoed on hit form of two seasons ago and. 
whte lon^r trips aAhra. the suite bed a <mr here yesmnuy. Ko*y Mao and Nocalcttei 
look hakl ty Kad Row, white Maoailoni wi thrashed oiw 30 BnggB by Jug m the race 
last yea. SWactlMB BONE SETTER 

rars si BURNT OAK ft SPECIAL CAH60 NOVICE CHASE 1 

(CLASS C) £6£00 2m Penalty Value £4y«40 LZSZJ 

1 SMllli utTODOW gr tlfli W(WUwinHaggJOana»i6lllD A P McCoy 

2 0P61P1 S&«XB.BErauni(39(QfteBdtock>M«SNDck71110 Bftwtey 

3 122141 SPAMSHUWMn(Br-kte)BaMBU6totaR!s7U10 HDwwoody 

■4 F41421 ABEAN (10) gtj M S Qpervtoknsd B Enr^t 7 11 6 iftkaiaiUl 

' -1 ' ' -tte d te t - 

BEnwa IMP Saw S BteMfl, W lad DnraM. H Spwtek Upd, 14-t Aateao 
JMSKneaetelO 112 JFTaky 7-2 (SMtoodnau 7 ran 
. ■ l«m CUBE 

Rehad Dtinwoody {SpaaMB UgbU-and Tony McCoy (Lord Doraet) tram on from Chep- 
- stow, huL this race may dude them wtth Graham Braday hoktngthe aces on SENOR EL 
BCTRUTT1, v«*w has hts warm-up run tor Chehenham's Quhrart Chase C2m ST). The gwjnd 
on ma chase oousayestoid^ioofiai fast enouffifcr turn and Senor a Betrum left behinD 
hts flop bi tne mud a Werhertty with a jpodwn on this couse from Campeche Boy and W> 
eer The Kibber (broke blood vessel) last dma. He looked asty when boodng Chaienesr du 
Luc at Ascot and today’s shorter trip shovM nor tmubte Ms front-runner. Spanish U#u did 
not beat much a Hajdock (2n) and no »ealy needs further jo produce h» best, whfle Lord 
Donat, a feter udien pang easuy « Wethedy lest tune, tacos a sutler test compared w«h 
ms Ascot *An flora Pvrmray RBce. tnoupt ha s the spedakst two^nter in ms race. Aadaaa 
aBo kxto to hwe iwm on hB ptefe tetoteig the Nooin^iern runifleap «wi flom Pee The 
Pason. Setacdm SENOR EL BEIRUm 

"XTaeI SUNDERLANDS RffSVAL CUP (HANUCAP HUR 
olej (CLASS B) £30^00 2m 110yds 

1 1112ff BKBM N& (28) pprst Daw teanfiJ Speart* 5 120 D6afc*v 

2 04J0U0 QESS0N6(58)(ia]|NaAiveDBwna)5DwB1113 >Dnraady 

3 1200 WWMSfQLafil P» W(th«SoiPiraraCU}iGLUoo«611U A P McCoy 

4 PMS21 IOI8SFaU>PEr{7)n[DasN®ltoI*6ENjNMHHKs7UB D&am 

5 32P-1D0 S8J^ QHDOM (4^ H3J) (SMr DaOng tomeaho) R AieTust 6 11 6 SRy*(7J 

8 130036 N0NVflflME(M)|P)l«*iMani>MOapnwi5U5 HrjaMe^rp) 

7 113QP P0WER«6(H)ltei Bras) MPpefl 113 P ttH lga m i 

8 205002 AIMNCIO (USA) (4Q (CO) IRU H LOCtei 6 toWDOd 5 10 8 — MARh&flM 

9 263201 IWOf8CaOSSpS»(D|»VltewyJAJVtecn7104 LHwiwy 

ID 35123F ladCSSSJBNB M te^HAnrtepi ARsterElOO WHUb 

U 632343 H0iyWM]GRER(USA}nP!)(GantoViMhplT6ea9 7 100 6Hoe*(3) 

-ll te dwsd- 

Mntaam we®c 10a. Turn tentesp neigre H* Wwtew 9d 13*. 

BErate 84 Steer Groom, 5-1 lone's Cres% Wont Spcfl, 6-1 ttipMd Wfl, M CMeft Seat 18- 
1 teMmo HeL 12-1 Amando, Now Vintage, 1*1 attars 
1995: Otter Bay 5 10 2 T Grauftam 6-1 U OBI 10 on 


FORM GUDE 

Tins race vwD leu jj wher«' Poo dering r^s raswied tus aixwy of two seosons ago. tf he 
has, he win be?. Chiefs song - us: as he ad at Foracsane when me 0vurc rode similar 
to tods/s. A cu-fcrtgr. w-nr*- Tere when canseojtg To to Chiefs Song. Ponoenng now 
gee 109, so w3 ESe seme sopping tf Havoot* spin has brpu&u rain on. Arguably bet- 
ter suned Oy tne Cord Cup mp "2m 5f. a: Cneteon&m next week. Pondering e. pa g ed ojv 
fcrtlbs m bwour a WARM SPELL who neve: jumped fluently m the Tote Gout Trophy at 
Newbuy and rs now in a -nu=r. *eat& w. ivarm SpeB was prewocsiy impressive when 
beaang FfleMey at rtemptor. ard the iares rj ThtfUcng Twee. Aibenvne arc Mem* are ntv 
ran from chat laoe. r. w.9 be sjpi under this w affz. but dw race is not mat strong and 
Warm Soefl rr^u be up a> me ash wrdt the ^ounc to h* Hung. S«ver Groom, nnrh at 
Kemptcr. rnecs Warm Spec on 121b better terms and s. also w°tl treated vein Non Vin- 
tage on Ascot form m November. Sul « me ground test enough ter Sever Groom? Chiefs 
Song and Eridno Not were se^ e jfe d n> a Kfushe: m the Wiliam ran hurtle here m De- 
esmber weth Squire SiEK orjy 32m. They bom have 5 Ogweffrt to Defy, ran Squire S*. did 
come om to boos: the form a; Ner.t>-jy. Kteedoki Pet won a bad race at NevWMy tasi Sat- 
urday and has been r^sed Sm Usre m the point, he was v«fl beaten intD thud m trus rase 
last ye 3r. A low we^it and on suitable ground ®ves Kino’s Cross a fine chance after ras 
Improved twethorby wai from Goider: HePo. Selection: WARM SPELL 

f A Aril HMS SANDOWN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) /VI 
^■^1 ElflDOO 3m UDyds Penalty Vakie £7fi68 r" 

1 2CQ34P BISHOPS HAU. pflS) (DifTJ Canriv RAt« 10 12 9 SMeNeB 

2 144384 ■KMRD0BIil9S«KaSates)NGssetoe81l8 MARb&mfal 

3 11-2111 G8RALI8SlYa(7)(D)iMchaeH»St!CUwi8114 RDrawoody 

4 25-3LK1 ARTHWS IBCSIREL (23 fCD) iBeman Haharoy) D Nchobcci 9 U 3 RJefaam(3) | 

5 1-R3F4Q IBNG CHHtO 02} (E) LI C Boomi S wxcthti U 110 A P McCoy . 

6 3331121 BUmtMUlW(S8m(GD)iUBShjErrornEiJGAscl2106 Prtde 

7 3214-52 CtDDy DALE (22) (CO) fS A MutasO 5 Hinoatl 33 10 3 K Bale (5 

8 01151- SEOOBDGA(10O) <S P TrsaSI S Meter 7 ID 1 NKeon 

9 5-1212P t*nLV*LUC8)(D)(Bf)045' NPtheag^tALlPerren 7 IDO A Bites (5) 

10 35443 AIL CLAP HANDS flBKKartsraMioiN Babbage 8 10 a DmMM 

-lP d e cte o d - 

llnriun we^C lftt. True tanrtog Hearns: tBL 9sr 13Q. AC Ctte Karos 7sr 13CL 

BEITfte 2-1 General Rusty, 7-2 ArttaTs Utadiri. B-l Seod Rtog*, B-l Crddy Dele, 10-1 Ktag Cre- 
do, ISpe Vatu, 12-1 atom 

1995: Mr Bason 10 U 10 P fewn U4 (Mrs M Rp«jl 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

If the gram remains test for Cnefren h am - and ne wins this m style - GENERAL RUSTY 
■ w* take hs cnance m tne Gotd Cup. Such a target would atggest General Rtsiy should base 
Me trouble m copaigwah these handicappefs. but he does ta* a layoff since October to 
overcome. He certa ray looted an improved sort nfien wmnmg tne Cftartsma cnase at Kanp- 
ron. Arthur's Minstiel and Cuddy Dale, first and second here three weexs ago. may tnd 
General Rusy a bit mo paeey for them, but GBps Vata has ras gtxmd and wl be a threat 
if bock m ins pfonusmgeady-season wins. The nonce Seod Riega could also prrare a dan- 
with ins feather w«gn. BateCttoK GENERAL RUSTY 

rci'Kl FUfBIS SIANDARD 0PB< NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS 
H) £L550 added 2m liDyds Penalty Vrfue £1^17 

1 1 HUSSCME IMP (22) fUs F C Wetft & R A Bans' D Nch&ori 5 11 11 — R Jokssoe (3) 

2 BM\CBMWIWcS&nJQD6U4 SMcNefl 

3 0 DOfTTMND FID0(21}flAsJ AdCsoni PWenbar 5114 JtoPScottm 

4 FRAMtSJESlBt.VisJCBranBtesJPamaiSUe A8atei [5) 

5 JAKES ASTtCE CD sn3 U EiansO J &fb* 5 11 4 PHUe 

6 JOBSAGOODUNID J WR3SSlNHenK>mr>5 114 IRKavm^i 

7 LEW FROG (S»ert Ctxipen N Gesfcee 5 11 4 F Cooper fT) 

G 2 UWQflNG IWtqiaS (14) rtcr^SEi N Cace 5 11 -: RDrawoody 

9 8NEAUK iTfcrw CS=?y F l&ntyS 11 4 PCtebeny 

10 64 SR DANIE 02) ‘Peer R tViyj R Rrae 5 11 4 DOSetoan 

11 40 S0ranGffllM)WRPawerstoiSU*rS114 NMrara 

12 STRONG PfllADM (Ms Areas Biaoe) J GiSxc 5 11 4 LAspel(5) 

13 0- SUPRaCCRUSADm(306]'WU«erai>CaleiWMd«iaeCoies5U4_WUcl«taad 

14 TMNLBDOT TIPPLE (0 DftKCCii D Oraonn 5 11 6 P Holey 

15 0RUT8 CMQCE ILfr, ByrrC, F lirphy 6 ID 3 — SPoattt(7] 

16 TOOIGC TRUE (Mrs E S USwhrra) D fiucaei 5 10 13 DJBwcbel 

17 ANODB! COCKPfr fThe Uttar. Cmal P ItUK. J 10 l£i A P McCoy 

18 ARTIC BAT ftes N OutferU 6te l« ftcteB 4 10 10 MUttri Hud f7] 

19 SHWANO We H Veal) M Hacgwra - 10 10 BFrateoW 

20 50LWJSIC.'7beGiPPwra=ft9)SEa*-:i010 DMMsk(9 

21 3 ADBPtFUHTe2i(M5PW«neJlwc4105 GOpton 

22 CUJSt HARMONY IQutea Efc2e*Vi TJ HmdefiOi 4 IDS MARh^oM 

-22 declared - 

B STWO: 3-1 Hrahcaoe Lamp. 4-1 Merdteg Mantes, 6-1 Franks Jester, fcl Jobsateratuo. 10-1 

Strang Patafle. Adept Rjer, 12-1 others 

19» Ue Of Canquea 5 11 8 A Tory 12-1 IB Hoogesi 22 ran 


HYPERION 

L45T^ssan2J5Montrave 2^0 Master Hyde 3^ 
BehBne 4 jD 0 tag 430 Vavastr SD Bostoft Man 

GOING-; Good (Good to Rrm In pbeee). . 

■ Left-hand gaikiptog coinw; rurvtn 210yds. 

■ iloursc is E of town on A 758. Ayr raOWay ataUan (hatf-hourty 
eervtw bom Glasgow) lm. ADMISSION: O* S12; Grandstand 
S7 tOAPs hjdJLpncel GAR. PARK; Free. ■ 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DASBc None. 

. LONG-DISTANCE BUNNKRSr Letch 1-45), Pk»T*re(4i>) 

ABos«wM*n(MI)havrbeQi sent 2 10 mites hyRWtoifcouse from 
Writwns Nonh Todaldne.' - • . 

p; ~ wc | CRAI67E JUVENILE NOVICE HURDLE 
“Z~J (CLASS D) £4*000 added 4YD 2m 

1 1224 BOWL BCP!£SSMW(1M!'(D|M»»4 tote* 115-^ Iteeii 

2 138533 StmWEBteefl^CT TEasaatyllS --^-. — — LWyer 

3 ooa. DONT FORGET CUOTS (B)GM Moore 1012 __JCteate» 

.4 . .0 FANADOII (WSJ WStrty 1012 — RMrAMb{7) 

5 P2 HtSSAN dffl M Hammond ID 12 -ii 

6 OOOS3 rai«nntnCH(li9J.GBlitel012 eer^w BA 

7 00834 VWWteTMrakra (1^71^1012-—-- ^ Sta y 

8 - O LATCH KEY LADT flO) RWxxfwae ID 7 _BJ Kwianete w 


HYPERION 

L10 ‘temolGg 1-40 Sf^iare Deal 2JD Captain 
maiade Z4S Heathyards Rock 3J5 Los Atarns 
045 McKeBar 420 Down The Tfiwd 4£0 Prtncl- 
palBoy _ 

GOEVft Steahrd. STAU-S: ESE PBftWAPMWliflCfc IrarfarBC 

■ Ftotegtod sortece; left -band sharp, twel 

■Garnet 5rnWr/N«^RoltesujnJiira^*^^“^^ 

W8SIGN: Ck* SJ2j Tauefsalk 

nand Gtab M.-awomtenied nnden-Ifo ftw}. CAR PAS- 


BLPSEBKD BEST TMBiMerd Boo (3,i5):8iaiQ« w(4J0). 
TCTO1I1EB3PI LAOT SEVEN raiftMgearaP-Wliran” ^^ 


nr^fni marbles handicap (class f) (hv ^ 

; t~2l] £4»800 added 2 m .; 

1 055S IWCHAPa(2flRk*te69mO_-- — 

[2 4314A1 T LHPDWC »tCPlDQiapnailPJGO-~^ g™ w I 

! l SSBffiyK 

1-oSS 

j. 

9 0&5036 saJffiSTON g> P >4 T 13-^-^ DWHptWR 


9 sraro«UGWDM0fenl»7 DJMoIMt 

BEHTNO: 7-4 Royal eqnrakia. 11-4 Frasen. 7-2 SWotel ES^, S-l Tew- 
JeyWeftr*. M poet Fait* Curtis. Mtege TMtteear.SMoKrara 

FoTr) JOHN BROWN MEMORIAL NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,500 added 2m 

1 22W-3» CCRS70NP»CSt(57>l*5Sa«*rane81l4 TRood 

2 000435 BtAND AS 0Wf (14J D McClflP 6 11 4 FPtnafl 

3 roa^ M0«TMW:(M|PM(«Bfli7114 OlhMKS) 

4 5P0004 0URMAKmNQQRWiDter6114 Mctenitoaat 

^ 640532 SHB.KW0WMBwies6114 PVMObH 

-Sdedaed- 

BETOte enw Mortnrae, M tor Mata Mao, M INM Nng a-1 Conteo 
beer, lfl-1 toad Ae Owt 

. . JOTRSHBE YEOMANRY CUP HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS D> £4fl00 added 2m 4f 
1 263M1 CUnwraWf«5{qniteMRoe!Py61112-JiCM*« 
2. 211155 DWCMBDmE|9D6tehaih8119 ADoBte 

3 2FO-34G BBO SAfiLE fll23 {Cl F Sarey 6 11 7 BSteray 

4 314-004 COaUMQ5iGMooie7112 Itetegkai 

5 FLRJ66 mUSTaMAX{mte1nToawaBr8112— aiMwraftP] 

6 P2-C0FO SLNEMT NBHSTfECnO (21) W Saowy 5 11 0 Jl HcSrafli (71 

7 13006-1 MAST® WDEpUB) (0) WSasqr 7 1010 Mfttew 

8 4032F4 CAIMAN WUHP^DFnlWBnn 8 100 I Brake 

. -adedraed- - 

ttSnkmm MpU: 10tt Trw hendfcap Oran toder 9a 7K. 

Berate MCutttnMiNd, 3-lDwidng Dow. B-l Mnter Hyde, UM 
Bend SabLL Sunday toes Vecbo. 14-1 oftea 


fS~3Sl NOTTlNfiHAM PWNT FINISHERS HANIM- 
^ {CLASS E) (DIV I) £5^00 added 7f 

1 0-21334 sqtMCOEM.mtCB)88(M«e5100 SDWBarae 

2 OP-051 ALLAPOUXBES {U] (09 R HcteBhead 410 0 — FLj«fi(7) 

3 004020- CS-JW-AS(147) (CD) JBeoy993 LetoM 

4 3X222 AMESOICVBBUEni9MO«siiTBi693J)BlfeCMai|8) 

5 663G33 YDRHa (2^ JFteft-He, ts5 8 9 GMMd 

6 02-C033 QUBO«MAinti»8aJ) DttflWiJorweSS— D««e4(3) 


7 252444- TUPPT HD. 0«? Cap JWfcOD 38 2 8 Cuter 1 

8 00500-0 SWNDNLE R3ER C12) N B)coB 4 7 10 6Banteel8 

9 060654 BRANSRMNBSlYmCSmdl4710__Jea*Wterie(7)9 

Afinteua »wpii Ts 10 #l 7»ue taodbp trajpc frantten toay TsL 
BETTlite 11-4 Sryae Peal, 7-2 Al Ap o io de a , 4-1 Cewter^, 5-1 QNrtl 
Maitt, 7-1 torar ttetes^ H fa NM, U-l efhera 

10 ml MARBLES HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV M) 

±^£4300 added 2m 

. 1 005405 CROSS WiX{l9) ftHcfe^cadi S 10 Fi|bdil7)7 

2 350500- HO«Q»»mti6e3PC»te^te«ten4W 

j ; R Codyaotho (7) 8 

3 005Z22- lKB(CHN!Cl06)(qjP3«a694 8UM5 

4 560-204 CAFMil4WMALADE{J7] (QDTton791_ 1 Tata 4 

5 2«034 HM>imCttq->5'»48l3 -TWRweS 

0 30322a CAHSWCWeAR(28)CSmih4 85 JFWsdngl 

7 C60C&V- PRMCESS7AUlURfflfiWTisMr585 APWy[E)3 

-8 300336 SWOBDKWC (8) J L Hera 7 B 0 AWN1 

— B dictarfld — 

BBlUte 7-4 M Hart lew, 5-1 Hteteu »«, Craw Nfc. 6-1 Cap- 
tee tonteade. aiSaoR9dn& 12-1 otbea . 

fgg it c| CONKERS CLAIMNG STAKES (CLASS F) 

t±ZrJ £4jOOO added am 4f 

1 0058-12 lflEHH®fflSR0ai|S)P8Rlfc8reN604 9 7 _7Mk2- 

2 3003453 JSB (UJ-ClfcarayB 91 i «W6«7 

3 CQDJ32 PHABiYPl>Hegga(COHg)WHa»7 811^, 

■ R MsCabe 0) 6 

4 casco- m>ormup75tJE)ni8 7 — .TI M— 8 


ra-SEl VULMKMS TROPHY (A HANDICAP CHASE) 
(CLASS E) £5fi00 added 2m 

1 440UF SONSC MO (7) 88 Ws S Bwdbune 11 11 10 — A Watt (7) 

2 2363-40 FOSOnfE ACTION (1!) fCO) M tones 10 11 9 TRted 

3 530042 0»t FOB THE POT CO (OA Ms A 1111 6 JA farter 

4 112544 BBOM £24) P) ? Meneeth 11 U 6 ADo«* 

5 3204-06 PWMTOU) QAME(28)£) D MeQmr 9100 FPwratt 

-5dectarad- 

Mmmatet 10a True ftenrfcan ee&c Ftny Oa Game 9st TO. 
BETTING: 6-4 Soaie He, 9-4 One Pec toe PM, 5-2 Bektee, 6-1 Paatth* 
Acfinn. 25*1 Foody DM Game 

f' Znn l ROSEMOUNT NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
l (CLASS E) £3jOOO added 2m Gf 

1 004121 BLUE CHARM (39) Ms S Bedhm 6 12 0 A Watt (7) 

2 6F BRUMON (1XJ) T Dftr 5 12 0 AbewGl 

3 KB062 ISA (14) W Stsrey 5 11 7 RMeBMb(7) 

4 220 SHWWRrewrrB Puerto® 5117— CC»ha(5) 

5 500003 FHARARE 04 R teoitwse 6 11 4 DJK»wrapi(^ 

6 080312 MEAD0W8URN 01) W Reed 6 10 10 TReed 

7 0001 SHMCtA(64) MsM toefcy41010 PMrae 


7 0001 SSMCtA(S4) MsMtaefcy41O10 JMrae 

8 268050 CRAteE RAlMSt (28) D Rotw&on 710 9 IBuke 

9 . F0002 SRJrBtStSUE04MKamnuid4iO6 LWyer 

UD 000066 HfCTUC 09) Ms S Bradksne 6 105 ADeMte 

u isux nMrstmMBsmTOtereiDS. asmey 

12 PWli TRESHSSaai)JJ07tel7103 A to*# (3) 

13 633534 BLOOW46 SHBNG (52) tta 0 ftransrai 7 103 — Lcntraa 

14 P00003 ANASTASIA tSfCSOR 09} Otofer 5 100 S TeytarR) 

15 000060 MEADOtea*B8)Wnw«7100 JtMrapliy(7) 

16 054 SVUWfcaraKISmpQJGttfeSIDO D Patera (3] 

-lBdedurad-- 

todaum#te^lOttritieftartecte«eipei^«^t’fa*«APK'»: 4 *«- 
(teed Sst On Sjftan CUsbaflon 95, 


5 05-1020 ADALOALDO (1^ (CD) J Partes4 65 P McCabe (31 4 

6 000- B8UIC»0S9)RManm4 8 5 S0rmraeP>9 

7 0010030 CALL HC HA5H (5) US PSty4 85 G DoffleM S 

8 4601-25 KBMEraa (2am mDCMpmwi 6 0S LCbanwteS 

9 001-525 4IB5T0F 0H) (C) (BF) RNefuSJ 483 SSaideal 

SEmte M Newr&jerds tort. 7CMS9V, JMPberfy Dancer, M tebi, 
8-1 (Ornette, 10-1 Adafetete, 20-1 otters 

rarcl east mbxands electwcity maiden 

(CLASS D) ££LOOO lm 3f 

1 3CB-234 AUOOMO 09 J Gkwer 4 9 12 SD «ram 4 

2 22- CHEWIUB 029) I Canute 4 9 12 SFaterara(7)2 

3 320460- CU8WWBBSa49BLtoe*rfi<912 SIMboftie 

4 050 CtUURM.TCONOQPMUid4 912 ACtarfctt 

5 3C- MWM0S(30MBDbJDnes4 912 MM0W9 

6 0 PAHBBAN09)MsA&unbank4912 GMW7 

7 000653 WnflHSON03)BMcMa}wi4 912 LNeteonl5)3 

G 586800 MCH0R8H(3QJAHam4 97 D tote® 11 

9 800600 BWM.MNC9nfiWbMr497 AMy(5)U 

10 0004 fUQHStHHUBE(8) JDfnBcsy385 JMmJ 

11 23 MB3EKSON02)CBoan38 5 MLrasenU 

12 ICAL BMME M Jnsan 3 8 5 T Wkni tt 

13 030W- EXKTUr(J59|n^e380 Ptosey^jl 

14 30433-2 lDSAUWS02)Cn*fTSfl38O LCMneteS 

15 400056 MMia 90002)8 Judea 3 80 FUte»P)6 

-ISdedBed- 

BSIfteOlLro AMevx, 4-lMetatesna.8-lQ»tera, Ol Mete Beige, 
7-lEncfly, 10-1 MteBteee, 326. Often 

jo">e ] NOTTlNdHAM PRWT flMSHERS KANDI- 
CAP (CLASS EHMV B) £5^00 added 7f 

1 508621 MTEMlgreaiCP|ABa^59lO-» n?nnM"nw (7)2 

2 16001 MCNSlAR(7)nTDBaran79S RCwfameS 

3 238412 SW® MATE {28} (CD) (BH 56^434 -0 Teste* IS) 6 

4 340824- FMRBABE 052) A Jbw- 489 ! IT»te7 

5 815062 OBSBfflJR 02) (C) (BF) J (taer 4 B 9 SCwtraS 

6 085432 SDCETt Caa.0^(Df C TfamZin 3 9 4 Pen Mctora n 3 


BErate 7-2 Setencts, M Btae Ctum. 7-1 M ea draabarn, 81 tn^ SO 
v«r Sleeve, 10-1 P bn aira, Skowara*B Way- 12-1 oth era 

nr"o?>l HUSH BARCLAY CHALLENGE CUP HAND- 
ICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £4^)00 3m tf 

1 422-C&2 GOUJBf FBDLEffDfOJCtoerSU 10 B Stony 

2 31-U6P VAWtSB? 001) ©j Mbs uasaa v Russra ID ll 8 — P Mm 

3 3306F.--P SAM) GALE 04) IDT 0 McCune 11 11 1 FPwraB 

4 5CT346 GAIA WATER (S) {CD} 7 IXn 10 10 6 .TReed 

- 4 doc&retf - 

BETTOte 4^ GoKteo FMdto, 5-2 Vtewslr, 4-1 Gate War er, 12-1 ttaod Grte 

cnni LEVY BOARD STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
qA/u J (CLASS H) £2fi00 added 2m 

1 BOSS BROOK R Am 5 11 < SMetoie0} 

2 BOSTON MAN 01) R Vtooroee 5 11 4_D J KwanagN 0} 

3 DUN IAW J bn 5 11 4 jjpwrt«»(3) 

4 44 GMSi(3SM«MRe«*iy5U4 — J? Hodge 

5 MJDAS KAN 0 WcQr Stl- Mr AMcneraa 

6 0 IflUBTS PET (39) P Matefe* 6 10 13 Mftrter 

7 0 STOSlfl OIL t3S! D Wrfcro 5 10 13 BKwtegp) 

S 3 A»VsnC0<|Pfarai4 J0u3 PMvrai 

9 45 JUSTlKEtUDODMaranToounClOlO A Dora* 

10 U*D (JUAB MB Sit* 4 10 io NBawfley 

11 EftVER#WCGMoore41010 ICatete* 

12 WKA1ASHMMAN S KroeaeS 4 10 10 tesDKeStoeD 

13 DBSWr KB15 J Doers- 4 10 S JtehratfGoejt 

-ISdadraed- 

BETTItG: 9-4 Oaten. S-l Best® Mbl 6-1 Stonw CaB. 7-1 Just LBua Dad, , 
ID-1 Saver Mtox, 14-1 trad Lranb, tMteartrownaw. 18-1 oOwra 


7 0i4CW) CLASSC VflODfPr (7) R fters 3 8 3 DBaOMel 

B 45524- MADOMM DA BBSS) 047) M CcC&3 > 12 — LDBraod(4 
-8dedaed~ 

BETTCte U-4 My CaDray, 31 UeKeBar. 7-3 Sweet Mate, 81 Fabebtae, 
7-1 Dtacsder, 81 Socarty DM. 12-1 others 

Iv To n l SOUTHWELL SELLING SERIES FINAL 
(HANDICAP) (CLASS E) £6^000 3Y0 Jm 

1 128311 OfMaONIOr B9) [Cj ) Payne 9 7 AMcGt®e2 

2 181312 PEOPLE DOXCT (22) (CD) (BF) K UcAirffe 9 1 SSanflenB 

3 313123 EnPEnTE02)(CDJNa>W«813 CTeate»f5)3 

4 424523 BUMaLffOOT 05) J A Mams S 13 Fl*ra*m7 

5 0053-22 WEIGH IEUX*(43HBRK Burke 6 12 TAsMey(7)S 

6 .22CC5S ARCHANGELHZiGftxVs-JsnesBa PMcCabepil 

7 400401 SPQRTMGFURAS707}JBaKmg81 NAdanrs4 

3 063600 DWM THE TAJS) 02) K 1 OaEnan T 12 PFBS*ey(5)S 

-Bdedarad- 

BEITWG: 81 DrateteT. 7-2 WMSh Btetody, 81 EBpetMa, 82 PeojSe »- 
rea 81 Spartkc Factor, 7-1 Bu w Me tow . 12-1 tehn 

\a en ] SKITTLES HANDICAP (CLASS F) £4^00 
added 3Y0 6f 

1 003331 GEJSAL HAVEN (7) T J toJjnsi 9 12 ,Tfe«ey(7)15 

2 903300 lTCOFPE(W0Z)MWE4SEBy9 7 G Prate (5)1 

3 0E1326 UWBC«r(6flPlPRJGlwP96 SDWBa»5 

4 9*31 COASTSUARD5HBO(33)(CD3 MU7©94 — IB W^an7 

5 U4Q80 ULAPBUGOCffl® M® JCos92 QateGasrai 12 

6 00-313C SQ«G[CSnfr(2Q(CqUQaBrBn91Jte#tey(7]31 

7 506515 MOS0Ff5ET(7immMjDraB&n90_TW»aa»13 

8 0000- WWBUiSA058) £ BowongSll 6Tea0»(5)14 

9 050243 VCTORJA SIOUX 05) 11 ...— ...-F (7) 9 

15 035- ffiRGAL 025) flrsC ftomOTr. 6 12 kDafy(Si4 

11 0058=5 aFKqtraOOJJLHsmsail N Fenton 8 

12 6COJKO IHMA TKXA TDDI3 1<3) (CD) B S ID . -T WBBwaaS 2 

13 602166 PRB*3PAL BOT (17) (P T Lftengun 8 9 G Carter B 

14 0068— M0tW{2NJRscMteyes£6 flto«Wd3 

15 (HOWS WnB!SnR(2«LWNM*ai4ey;u N Adam 10 

- 15 d t rta re rl - 

aanwt » SedtegDHteh 81«rawral Hwnn. ftecqal Bey, 7-1 (tort- 
geenb Hera, 81 Mbs Offset, 10-1 lady Edeb 12-1 others 


CHEPSTOW 


LOO Selatan 
L30 Bond Jnr 
2J00 Arotmd The Gale 


HYPERION 

230 Pete The Parson 
LOO Shepherds Rest 
L3S BeUs Life 


GOING: Goad to Sr.fl. 

■ LuJV4and, unrtu^tmg ,-ourac wrJ. run-in uf L'-iuyiK 

■ Itarr-muRW b on A4CC n».-p^uw rad mmnn iCunlUC - Uluuneiur IUM.-1 p I mUr- 
jwa: ADMISSION: r Jul< iM: Tauiaralb-S l'i i> ST-i •’’■nUix.-S' lO.\PS4;*.r. CAB 
PACK: Ffat 


■ LEADING THAINEES WITH RUNNERS: M Pipe - A I wtowa fpjin JH6 niijim 

a .-aiereM rauo >jf iCJ*t <19 a Am wall In Mjkv ur 511 .11*. hi TwhUn-Dartw 

- 30 winners. 98 runn-^s. Itt-riL, ♦iri.lT. P Ilobba - 17 mve'. 7-1 nivrere, 
■*54UST,i D Mcbateea - 12 mnsiwt. II runners. & :<*a. *51 

■ LEADING JOCKETS: K Damvwnl> -:S.’ <*tn.- I It rvk-. 37.17%. -j I J.i*> C ljcw!h-n 

- ic »-ja y[ ntfo. :7 -51!iJ4: A Uagmre - !." wed VJ nd<5.. ]X l^. -17 7.1. M A 
Ft Lag? raid - 10 wna. 61 ride-. 1 f«.Cfai -1 1-1 V-l. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Baekdaeinion U f»*r nr«i ui UnosKcr un Monday 
LONG-DISTANCE BENNERS: Major Bell >1 M l has lvs-n son) "J1K md-» b> A UTjDais 
( rmn Nt-otulP* JP-S- Ltr*^ , llurrlr— i, (ip In Ftanm (J.ivti A nifibl Sharp i'L"Ui £fU 
Dak- tn M Runrmnl fion. I'Mitem. North VurLshirv 

nfTiRn WEAIHERBVSLEASNGDBIECTORYHAMXCAP Ima? 

| LAW j hurdle (CLASS D) £7,500 added 2m 4f 
130yds Penalty Value £5A50 

1 O630F0 fiOUJSI APS0WO5) KcMf, I Babn? 5 12 0 1 0sl10 ™* 

2 121SVO te aaanr pi) tf) Maa r. p-ads. Ws. C pnws 10 U 13 H Jodesca (3) 

3 106002 IMnSFS AH fU) (Ms fm Bx&r. 1 Soeomy 9 11 12 — A P McCoy 

4 PUP 35- BA rqraiF OSD/ J A ujes^. uu Ucne» wilaire 7 11 6 R D«* 

5 001600 SUPREME MASTER (7) a a j3n-oe>i Wsn C Dmscy 6 10 10 LHanray 

6 2-lr!ft3 SIlOSIvaMRDIBl W'GWUjkJCw Tft«*6 lil ’ 

7 0414 SSJGM 041 itialjrr Ranno D GaranC':- 4 10 2 B ltoraody 

3 SgSM fc RAQGStlV 05) 'J9y £. kr> Bw, Mr; t WMshusa 6 10 0 W KraarArtp 

-B dedarad- 

BETOte Si Mrater'e Air, U-4 Setatew. 81 Sflver Standnd, 81 Goiden Anew. 81 OteiblB, 
11-1 Go RJray. 12-1 S tip n u oe Master, 281 RagSHty. 

199S W3 raor-r, 6 ID 8 C LX"et,r 82 in TwcwrvOwe.: r ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Rjcnara Dunwoooy ras tnroe goua nues wwt gomg sn :o Sar-awri. curing witn SE- 
LATAN. Tf« tou-iejr-t*:. 3 nit? ond-a-naK winner on the Flat in Iretenl. led ftt-m tne 
tnrt wnen wvntng over TcnvsesiWs suff two mJes on poura as: morah ano e. cJk 
vooL^iy wen suaefl by a test of ttamma. He coJanf race ns game after Mracftam »0ng 
tod peached a lead in mydoo Victor Lu««jm a tenra^n ago ana yeoomg uo in «K- 
mnee gnes rwn a mucr. Defter chance, espeoady off cus f. a »» weight. Also Sanda-.T.- 
Kwnd after the tnree reievseo races is Tony UcCcy anc n& mount. Manner’s Air, must 
be a ag danger after her enceiieift reconc to Outset over trw 'no or. mat same Havooc* 
C3TO. The mare wan four handicaps cvi -he noi last season, the oust mree try wide mar 
£ ns. and nat HaydocK run was by tar ner best since then. Taing weffyn-ior-age mo ac- 
count she nas to concede Seraftir, less than a srone. yet as wen as she- ran at Ha»docJ-. 
where she was mcheo o-Jt only m the dosmg stages, mat may cni oe a tew pounds too 
many. Golden Anew, snree times suxessftJ as a jmrertfe arvj an outside fancy ter tne 
triumph Knf-e, has been feced ranh some wffcuit taste this «asoo. Hs <a0tth oenmd 
Cruel’s Sang at Sandown m Decemser oft a roimg 1% higher has been atom his best 
performance and he .s also ld against it here. Most of me ewers are «Hi out of touch 
and Sflver Standard is tne meet iiwey tacr^wa, set after h.s recent third Denmd easy 
winner Hoocwmiier «: LflUow. Selectjon: S ELAT AN 

BET WITH TieTOTF NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE ISSB 
l J ^ ou l (FINAL) (CLASS C) £20^00 added 3m Penal- l opw ’l 
ty Value £13,615 

1 1-22113 RING LUCff&T (2&) (D) J A H r.tsc 0 ticrobcra 7 12 0 _R Jotecrai 13) 

2 3242-11 MV0RBQL(2BI ffan f rAdOerc-.i AlAhSasSll 4 JBMotooey 

2 31-2121 SSTBtsrePHAMEISjiTt* finwd. FW7£r3vpl G McCoP 7 11 4 RDnnwoody 

4 426i22P B0WARP^/Pa4«BarteiP»Wh£i!6 71ia A P McCoy 

5 P64 332 BA11Y CLOVSt (21) itmes eAtersi Mst. Veneia yjjarc 9 10 4 R Davis 

i .7-2315- OflJRCH LAIN (22) ffAs LC Tavon UrsL T^Ur 9100 RSnppta 

7 03-0533 B9S0R MARK (11) *C J Cmrag?: V. tWmsor. 7 10 0 PCm*4ey(7) 

-7 dederad- 

Umnum we^ir lOsz. True nandcan weighs: Sensor Mar*3» TO 

BETTBte 81 Sster Srtpbraik, 82 Kk« Ludfer. 81 Major BdL 7-1 Bend Jra, 14-1 Choth Law, 
181 BaBy Ctowr, 33-1 Bender Mete. 

1995c ANC Egress 7 10 10 T Jew 81 Ll hingi 10 rar. 

FORM GUDE 

This 6 a demanding course It/ a nonce and SISTER STEPHANIE, a fine, big mare who 
has done virtually eveiyifraig asAed of ncr since padualing from pem:-to-oc«r«s m Ireland, 
has tne necessary resowe. The seuervyear-edd has woressed in her four starts over (enoes. 
twice Mnrurg easily at Nevrajn Abbot and twice bemg a ifftfe unlucky m defeats at Tow- 
ctster. She was beaten by a smart horse each ume and the ICDb ness TAcna-ti Johnson's 
3» daml sne gets from King Ludfer gnres her every chance of taking ttes decent pice, 
as she stays and jumps so well. It was King Lucifer's staUemate. BCygoat Gruff, who beat 
Sister Stephanie last ume and King Lucifer has a gpoa record over fences hmself with 
two easy wins as NoOngham. He took on stronger company at Newbury m ha most re 
cent race and would have finished closer ro Rwer tossre and Punterti Overhead if he hadn’t 
blundered at me (art. He’d made mistakes in earner races. thou0i ha's never once looked 
hve ta&ng. and he has e turn c-f fact Scottish ctouen&r Major Ball was a decent sav- 
ing hraaer Iasi season and is unbeaten in both outings over fences ttes year. He would 
have won far more easay at Ayr last time too he not blundered and almas; thrown it away 
9 the final fence and A says much far ns courage mat he battled back so well. Like Sis- 
ter Stephanie, be s toner man ha bare wins mate cut and he wi*r ittmauitfi tus un- 
beaten record without a fi#n_ Bond Jnr was a tar hurdler be fare developing no one of 
last season's better twtm-To-po<r|ters and came withm a whisker of beating Narzaro (three 
wns since) m a 4og0ng match «n Newton Abbot on his chasing debut. He nas been out - 
classed by Cal n A Day there i ana Mr Muitgan i Ascot i since men. but there's not a fat 
wrong with that farm as those are wo leading novices and he s sure to rut a go to race. 
BaBy Dover, rurvutg far the first dme this season, was 13 lengths adrift in third place 
when Bond Jnr was runner-UD fa CaB n A Day over fora- and a half farfangs less here in 
December. He has got closer m two runs m toner grade save then and all th e wetftR to 
gets today woradnl put turn too far away. Sefacttan: StSTER STEPHANIE 

fo/inl BEAUFORT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) £2tM»0 IbR/M 
added 5YO 2m UDyds Penalty Value £13745 1 PPUJ - 

1 D6-03G6 ALLAHRAkHA (10) (BF) iMstin ftffl Ms J REOer 11 5 DGabtera 

2 621 MIBLESDE (21) (CD) iE M rml Mrs S WSarns 11 5 5KcN9« 

3 21 5621 AROUND TIE SALE flj) >T J NtMcy] D GanooBO 11 5 JtDaneody 

4 8044U BACKGAMMON f5) (D) (W E Sbxt) J CU 11 6 lOsbomo 

5 0P03Crf BEfWDTIE SMB (46) lH<n Lts B M Small G Srcn 11 5 Mr B Potts 

6 41233 DftOTiaraBD (21) JD} ,8 J lltali J VScte 1) 5 E Husband 

7 a LAKE KARfitA (21) ntny Curv P K Sutler. Me* OSXCTi! P MchQtS 11 5 RJOkBSOa 

8 20 UKS R00BLE (S6) flhe Fnsn Psretenhipl J Gftra 11 5 PMda 

9 U MOfWEVS VSaJBDJG £11) iWt, S Kjvensgm H kwragr U 9 .WHraNikreys 

10 8J-4630 ROVESnR (8) IG Brat) J hng 11 5 — GUptea 

11 344U4 TEfl&N (HQ (44) (D] (BF) t£nra Sansbuiy] Capt T FicstEr 11 5 A P McCoy 

12 5230-5 UP MHAMES (8) (Mate ktosl K tearerert US OWflow 

13 01- ROUTWTADE (3851 D J Deer) W Mm 11 0 M Retards 

- 13 declared - 

prriBMB- Sd> KM+ gwM , 7-? Jmmri Hi gate, 4-1 fetem, 1U I ate Anrtta, 7-1 flterflmirwfa. 
10-1 AmblesUe, 12-1 Up fa) Flames, 181 Havestar. 281 Lord Roobie, Rndomabw, 33 ottev 
1995: Cnateger Du Luc (Hb 5 11 5 R Drannody 4-1 <M Rpei 9 ran 
FORM GUDE 

Backgammon s starting to fuifU me premise he snowed in hts first two starts in hot com- 
pany fast season and tokaved res oefeai of Meant To Be (the pan dear) at Uiwxeier De- 
tore Cnrsimas by beattng Beoumonr there on Monday. He nao matteis receh <n hand 
from the second last and eoiid qune easily mate tnre fare* reappearance a winning one. 
Ifaha Kaito has more chance than tus hare faim suggests, tts hradlng was uncterctarxfably 
J Mae rusty when beaten by AC Clear at Taunton on fns debut and it was natural to step 
ires decent midcte-distsnee performer on the Rai m Ireland up to tv* ano a haff miles 
here not bme. He dfan’i getting home behind Jet Rules in a hot event after being bang 
there on me home turn and returning hen to nw mramum. at least tor the moment, looks 
me right decision. TEIMEM is much -improved th® season and Wiowred nswm ruri^jf- 
me-mfi noun* company at Windsor by defeating nanoicacfws with plenty m hand a: rooi- 
unffiaiTv. Doth tunes with Tony McCoy up Gwen me farm he was in Temem flopped taffly 
when only fourth Defend keep Me In Mmd at Wmcamon. but mat was a slowly -run race. 
It wo lid be no surprise to see him bounce straight back here and It looks ygnrfcam mat 
McCoy sacks with firm rather than Late Kanba. who to nas ridden in both stars. Around 
The Cafe is also coming to hand ruoeiy and Mowed ms second to subsequent winner 
and Oietrenham -bound Indetenoe at Leicester with a very easy win at Newton Ant-ji fast 
iweL It wquB be all too easy to fttt earned away’ wth that, however, as fes marfcei rival 
(topped and me second needed the nm. A longer tnp may also be necessary io Dnng nut 
me best m him. DWerttoileBto has hep: decent company snee his Leicester win back m 
November. He's gst plenty of expenence under res toft. Selection: TBN3N 

|o oTj] LLANGWSY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4*200 added 2m 
3f UDyds Penalty Vahie £2^15 

1 12-315U CASDJE COURT (BjC.tis to* IferiCCPr.i MiasaeeS 111? CUeweflyn 

2 363J1T PETE1HEFAHS0N(U)(C) fW£ SWJ 0e r LI 9 JOsborna 

3 SPilia EMRAL W5SI8)(Mn Jonathan BeneryCPwhan Ell 4 T Dascoinbe (5) 

4 U Wf MAK MAN (44) 15^ Uessa-toneE' Saw Mecef-Bav«nt. 9 11 2_.A TtwodDn 

5 P6 PtHSMR 008) ICapr 5 j Edwafas-Heanzvs' >> KObs 6 11 2 — .JJTonoeyO) 

6 0R121F SEftCHANQE 19) (AD Steven) mmict 7 11 2 RSujwte 

7 53QFD SHffiP STEALER 034) IDecun Eudtxi ivcotes Lrrradi R Psaax* & 11 2 .V StaDery 

8 41 DARK STRANGER (FR) 05) iTeny Ne£! C Brocks 5 10 7 DGaflaffler 

-B dedared- 

BEITDte 5-2 Pete The Parson, 81 Seachange, 81 Date Stmger, 82 Castle Carat, 181 My 
Stein Man, Phasdatr. 20-1 Enref Hu, 281 Streep StMiar. 

1995. Spuffmgion T U IDE Mraptiy 4-5 U Giffardl 3 fan 

onnj CURRE JUVENILE NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5,000 added 4YO 2m UOyds Penalty Value £3^56 

1 12 WJ«ltWSaAt*7)fQalfacngQi»iMPwl20 lOrtnme 

2 104 GREENSPAN (52) Iterate Racngi VI Mus 11 11 Hndailr 

3 06351 KANHSnc FLEET (B) Uacojefre s Co/rtl tacoueLme S Dsj*e 11 9 £ Cunan (3) 

4 40C0. FDRESWL (26) <5 G Ghffitis SCftfWt 114 J)Gdigicr 

5 52 02 symH.(2^BftspamaiaftiO Wtosonlic R Jabnson (3) 

C 062640 SHEPtfERDS REST 00) iTheOcd Darem S Mter 10 12 Altantra 

7 663106 DNBMAR (14) (D) (D hRpr.i J BraOey 10 10 Gay teds (3) 

S 064 EIGHT SHARP (21) (The Gemm Farmesw 3 K ifeurtnl IP 2 Sited 

-BdeCttod- 

BEnBA U4 NsdSoo SBh. 81 SwiveL 82 TfartasBc Heat. 11-2 Greenspm, 81 FOrestsL 7- 
1 Bg» Step, 10-1 Stopterds Rest. 20-1 Zingfrn. 

1995- tofene ha (Ffti 4 io8 D Werectn 81 IP CvC-jti 7 ran 

(Q qci COTSWOLD VALE CHASE (HANDICAP) (CLASS D) £5000 
added 2m 3f UOyds Penalty Vahie £3,462 

1 24-60® KENTISH PIPER (4) (CD) (MGS Qasi. N Sauaet 11 12 0 .^CIMwedyii 

2 F410L4 JAMES THE RRST 18) S L Bonahj p Nratofe 8 11 11 Ouy tedm (31 

3 30*10 RASTPC SPACEAGE (7) ICOt ISpacttft: ftaac, ipvwt, j OC 13 11 11 JtMxuM 

d 2H14/-0 EAFM (S) (C01 J P CaisigDr.i Mis j Ben» 11 ll 6 DtoUAer 

5 0&4W6 HEVADA GOLD 17) 'lAdSMK LVS F itetffe/ 10 11 6.. H UHnifflh 

6 b-?mP KHSS CHETBTT 02) ICO) ff J SnaffiMi R 5uc*s B 11 1 BPrme) 

7 5-145RB BS1S UK (8) ‘S GiUki F Houk 7 10 10 GTormey (31 

-7 dssteEd- 

BEirmft 84 aeflG life, 34 pftsae Spaceage. 81 James The ft*. 81 Xantfsb MW. 81 NngK 
Ctosry, 181 Nevada Sold, RaAL 

1S95: Kentoh Pipe: 10 11 11 C UensV «vws iN Gaetee) 2 rar, 
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Board man 
is back in 
the saddle 


I I may have been an unlikely 
place to have begun world 
domination, but in a small 
cafe, just outside Chester, it 
looked as if aliens had landed. 
There must have been 40 of 
them, sitting wall-to-wall, in 
their pointy helmets and feel, 
and their multi-coloured, skin- 
tight clothing. A sign outside 
said the Eureka Cafe, but as 
you walked in through the 
door you could have been en- 
tering the Twilight Zone. 

Outside a bicycle was 
perched against the side of a 
car while each alien filed past 
peering at it with reverence as 
if it were a dead king lying in 
state. Before one could utter 
the phrase: "Take me to your 
leader.” the leader appeared, 
lean. fit and siilJ pinching him- 
self at his rapid ascendancy. 

They all may have looked 
like extras from The X-Files. 
but in realitv they were cyclists 
from the Wirrai. including the 
leader, who turned out to be 
Olympic pursuit champion. 
Chris Boaitiman, who starts his 
major comeback tomorrow in 
the Paris-Nice race after his 
injury during Iasi year's Tour 
dc France. 

Predicting an overall top 10 
finish in the Tour, Boardmun 
crashed out after just two and 
half minutes of the Prologue, 
on day one of a Lhree-weefc 
race, the multiple fractures to 
his left leg. plus a broken right 
wrist, ended his Tour almost be- 
fore it had begun, and kept him 
out of the cycling for three 
months. It sounds like a disas- 
ter but Boardman. perversely, 
appreciates his misfortune. ' 
“WelL although these things 
happen, 1 stiff felt a bit daft 
about it but, in terms of my ca- 
reer, it was the best thing that 
could have happened to me." 
he said. 'Td gone from winning 
the Olympics to breaking the 
one-hour record, to world 
championships, to winning a 
yellow jersey on my first Tbur, 
and it was going too fast for me. 

“U was beginning to gel 
away from me. There was 
even an element of going 
through the motions. It's 


Britain's gold medal 
cyclist faces a hard 
season. He talked 

to Ian Stafford 

something you realise as you 
sit in your garden, with the sun 
on your face, and you actual- 
ly have time to reflect on the 
past four years. I now have a 
clearer direction, and feel 
more balanced about my ca- 
reer, and about life." 

Although Boardman has al- 
ready registered a seventh in 
the Tour of the Mediter- 
ranean, that was nothing more 
than a training run. His season 
begins in earnest tomorrow, 
and if he has his way. he is hop- 
ing to make a spectacular start 
to what promises to be the 
biggest year of his life. 

"I'm "looking to win Paris- 
Nice." he said. “I think that's 
a reasonable and feasible ob- 
jective. It would be a nice 
stepping-stone, along with the 
likes of Mifan-San Remo, and 
fit into mv plan of scoring a 
string of good results leading 
right the way up to the Tour." 

The Tour, of course, is the 
race that really- matters. As 
Boardman says: “If the 
Olympics and the Tour were to 
be staged at the same time 
then, as far as I'm concerned 
- and most top riders would 
agree - there would be no con- 
test. The Tour would always 
come first." 

But after last year's disaster, 
following his early withdrawal 
from his debut the year before, 
Boardman has yet to complete 
the race. Unnerved by previous 
experiences. Boardman pre- 
dicts a different story this time: 
"My objectives in the lour w0( 
be the same as last year’s - to 
finish in the top 10, and to wear 
the yellow jersey for as long as 
I can. The only' difference is dial 
1 won't be so reckless this time 
and crash in the rain. If that 
sounds ambitious, you've got to 
remember th3t I finished sec- 
ond to Miguel Indurain in last 



The wheel thing: Chris Boardman, outside the Eureka 


contemplates winning the Paris-Nice race on hfe.major comeback tomorrow 


year's Dauphine Libcre. which 
is France's second biggest race. 
So this is a reasonable coal." 

Two days after the finish in 
the Champs- Elysees, Board- 
man flies to Atlanta to prepare 
for his attempt to win the 
Olympic time trials towards 
the end of the Games in Au- 
gust. The thought of claiming 
a second Olympic gold, to add 
to his pursuit title, hardly 
daunts him. 

“1 see myself as the strongest 
contender.” he said. “TU be up 
against lnduraln. but I’ve beat- 
en him before and see no rea- 
son why 1 can't win another 
title, it will depend on how Ilf 
feel after the Tour. But I'm hop- 
ing I'll be totally recovered, with 
the most perfect preparation 
under my belt." 

It was at the Olympics, of 
course, when the Boardman 
story really begun. “It may 
seem like yesterday to most 
people, but" so much has hap- 
pened to me since the 1992 
Games that it seems like a life- 
time to me." he said. 

His transformation, from 
unemployed cabinet-maker, to 
international cyclist, has been 
remarkable, even more so 


when you consider his attitude 
just four years ago. 

“■When I was being inter- 
viewed in Barcelona I heard 
these things coming out of my 
mouth, statements like Tm 
only here for one medal.’ As I 
was making these comments 
another part of my brain was 
standing back and saving: ‘God, 
I can't believe you've just said 
that.' I said these things because 
if you looked at my perfor- 
mances and times then ft was 
clear that I could win the gold 
medal but another part was 
telling me that only other peo- 
ple win the Olympics." 

Back in 1992. Boardman 
was quite happy to let bis 
unique bike from Lotus hog 
much of the limelight. “T was 
the first British competitor at 
the Games to win a gold medal 
People just seemed to love the 
space-shuttle technology," he 
said. “But peoplekept making 
the analogy between me riding 
that bike, and a Formula One 
driver handling the best car. 
The fundamental difference 
here is that I'm the engine. If 
the media had taken one sec- 
ond to glance over the tr^ck 
they would have seen what the 


with 



INDEPENDENT 



T oday is the final day of our Renault Spider prize draw. We 
would like to give you the chance to win a unique open- 
topped sports car that has had one careful owner - Damon 
Hill. Damon, hotly tipped to take this year’s Grand Prix crown 
from Michael Schumacher, will road test our prize Renault 
Sport Spider, a magnificent mid-engine two seater that was 
the hit of the Geneva Motor Show. 

The Spider, which will retail for around £25,000, has a light- 
weight aluminium chassis and a 150 bhp 2 litre Clio Williams 
engine which gives a top speed of 130 mph. 

Though the Spider's high-tech interior and racy, squat lines 
show its race track pedigree, this is a car that was designed 
for everyday use. Safety is a prime feature, as is driver com- 
fort and noise reduction. 

Acceleration, road-holding, cornering and breaking are all 
that you would expect from a designer thoroughbred. Pro- 
duction of the Spider writ be strictly limited, and your prize 
car will carry the Damon Hill seal of approval. 

HOWTO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning our prize Renault Sport 
Spider you must collect five differently numbered tokens from 
the fourteen we have pnnted in The Independent and the 

Independent on Sunday. To- 
day we are printing our fi- 
nal token, Token 14, along 
with the entry form. It must 
be completed and sent in 
with your tokens. 


INDEPENDENT 

Renault Spider 
entry form 


j Said your completed er*y form, ator^wfth 5 offfferentfy numbered 
i tokens to: Tbe Independent/ Renault Spider Prize Diav; PO Box 83, 
[ Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 ITT Closing date is 2 Apr? 1996. 
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As prewously published. 
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opposition was riding, which 
was a carbon -fib re, monocoqne 
frame, just like mine. . 

“It was slightly irritating that 
the bike may have taken , a lit- 
tle away from what I had 
achieved, which is why I used 
a more conventional bike for 
the one-hour record” 

The world one-hour record 
is the blue riband of the, sport 
Francesco Moser had held this 
record since 1984 but, just a 
week before Boardman made 
his attempt an amateur from 
Scotland called Graeme Obree, 
riding a home-made bike, 
smashed the record in Norway. 

“It certainly took the edge off 
the attempt because I sudden- 
ly found myself trying to break 
Obree's- record, and not 
Moser's." Boardman said. 
“What made it worse was that 
Obree diluted the one-hour 
record. He made a big point of 
emphasising how he likes to 
drink beer and eat marmalade 
sandwiches before he races, giv- 1 
ing the impression that anyone 
could break it The record lost 
a lot of its kudosas a 'result ; 

“ft was entirety within the . 
rules, but after £ had an- 
nounced a date for my record 


attempt, he suddenly went for; ;, 
ittheweek before, which, to say . 
the Feast I found annoying. ‘ 
People always try and lump us 
together, which I don’t like, be- 
cause we are very different - 
people, with very differerrtap-- 
proaches to our sport. Tuse so- . 
entific and technological 

methodsmtramingand racing, ' 
while Obree uses veryindhnd- 
ual methods. Bthbe’s very tai- - 
. e meet if eccentric^ -. . . . 

Seven days lajer,'jusr=iw> 
hours before the Tour de 
Fraace came to town,: Boafrd- 
man broke Obree’s recordrin 
Bordeaux :^Fbf one day.it over- 
shadowed the - Tbur,” be-re- / 
called. “I found myself on the . 
lour podium standing in front 
of Miguel Tndiiram'nr hisyel- ' 
low jersey. A year later, almost ‘ 
to the day, I was wearing the 
Tour’s yellow jersey, but bade 
then he probably didn't 'know 
who the hell I was.” ' ••• 

“I bet nearly ail of the Tour 
pelotpn didn’t know cir care 
who tbe Olympic parsuif eham- . 
pion was. ft just didn’t figure. , 
highly. The one-hour record. ” 
though, was different. That 
launched my. professional ca- 
reer." •• V ■ 


It wasa move Bdanfanan did , 
‘ ^particularly ward; to make. 
/The thought afbeing a cycling. ’ 
professional' did nca^ppeaIto;= 
him-TThewayl saw ftprofes- 


,race days 4 year, at 200km a' : 
race;iiK»rporatmggre3t pain ' 

a nit mm^rfatig w Biit I raaHgft d- 

thatjn order to mowfbrward' 
in cycling f realty : hadno-'btit- - 
er option.” v'>NN;. 

: ' Stiff, H. took -a let ofconyinC- 


wason the verge of qufttin£.ear; 
ty into his professkmaJ career 
with the French team, Gian: “Fd - 
gone from a big fish.m a sroaB 
pond to a smaff fish in an acean 
and it was banitotalre^hes^i" 


Internatiortal in France. I was - • 
going flat oat upa dfinb.w’^Mk 
strongpeldtqa wbeh,suddciity, 
a hundred of th^a left : 
dead! f was in a state of Miodfe ; 
asl watdied -tixem'drsa^xan 11 ' \ 
“I really ' thought . about 
tyhe.ther I could make- this 
work, but then I found, mys^f - 
sitting in a London botel wafth- ‘ 1 
ing- a rep drying to shjrhSs ; 
product to another gny'ncr^sJ . 
the table. I thoo^ Th^’s nqt. ! » 
me’, 'niafs wfara l knetvTjnst •*. 


Photograph:: Peter Jay 


had to do 'it- Once 1 accepted 
it, it ail became easier.” . 

Hewonaccvople of stages erf 
the Tbur of Merda, and sud- 
denly discovered thar he could 
mix d with ttebestSoccess fol- 
lowed in'Jhe J994 Tbiirwben; 
making his debut, Boardman 
took the prtdt^ue anid held on 
■to the yellow jersey, ft* three 
days before withdrawing on day 
. IL TSw; Worid ' Oiampionshjp 
titles (pursuit and time trial),' 
conduded a successful cam- 
paign in which tVwt riman fmalty 
arrived and gained respect 
-.among the m of esapaal ranks. 

' Despite nis nqiny-enforced 
absence, he firiJowrafere inihe 
jjefoton ntaw^knqw precisely 
wxj QHisBairdmanisL ; 

: > Hehasccanc a loogway. Bot . 
as he says-ftis goodbye to the 
Eureka Cafe aliens, and pre-. 
paTK to dove, home, with his 
wife, SaHy.and baity Qrcar.ihe 
ytrangestpfb&fourcJnk^ 
C&is Boardmanacknowfcdges 
that his potential achievements 
this ycarcoukl puteverytiring 
else m the^hade.' 

\' u . “AsJong as IdoaTfallof my 
tike again it could be a Very 
good year;" he condudes. In- 
deetift could. 


Win Damon Hill’s 
Renault Spider 


Devereux must display 
pioneering spirit 


John Devereux goes into today’s 
Silk Cut Challenge Cup semi- 
final as a man with a foot in both 
rugby camps. 

The Widnes winger, crucial 
to their chances against St He- 
lens at Central Park, is tbe 
man who has spanned a gap that 
once seemed anbridgeable. Not 
only is he by far the most valu- 
able player on Widnes 1 books he 
is also the jewel in the crown of 
Sale rugby union club. 

The deal that will see the two 
codes share his services gives 
Devereux a special place in. 
rugby histoiy. A number of 
dubs' and individuals have toyed 
with the idea - indeed, no week 
goes by without new rumours of 
the barricades being crossed - 
but only Widnes and Devereux 
have taken the bait 

When he finishes his summer 
season with Widnes, he will pick 
up the threads of a union career 
that were severed when, in tra- 
ditional manner, he came north 
from Bridgend in 1989. 

“I suppose that makes me a 
bit of a pioneer, but I don’t think 
it has got the media coverage it 
deserves," he said. “If it had 
been Jonathan Davies or Mar- 
tin Offiah it would have been 
front-page news. But it’s John 
Devereux and it has gone large- 
ly unnoticed." 

The arrangement, which he 
describes as “giving me somc- 


Widnes may surprise in today’s Challenge 
Cup semi-final. Dave Hadfield reports 


thing to look forward to in the 
cold winter months", came 
about after Sale - always a 
club with a healthy respect for 
league - made a generalised ap- 
proach to Widnes. 

The Widnes coach saw the 
chance to defray the cost of 
keeping Devereux at a dub 
which has lost hs financial mus- 
cle. And, by improving Dev- 
ereux’s finances, Widnes stand 
to benefit from having a more 
contented player on their bods. 

Devereux, who played and 
toured with the Sale player- 
coach, Paul Turner, during his 
union days, is looking forward 
to his return to his old code in 
September. Those thoughts are, 
however, strictly on the back- 
burner during another six 
months of league, starting with 
today's semi-final. “1 don’t have- 
any problems keeping the two 
separate," he said. “Irs just like 
closing one book and opening 
another." 

The plot of today’s book is 
generally presumed to consist of 
St Helens taking the one re- 
maining step to Wembley. 
Widnes are, after aff, a mere 
shadow of their old selves, stuck 
outside the Super League €Iite 
in the First Division, and Saints, 


with Wigan out of contention, 
are obvious favourites to lift the - 
trophy. •• .... • 

The trouble with that argu- 
ment is that, when Gup rugby 
is on the agenda, Widnes can re- 
discover much of tbeir old po- 
tency. That has been evident- 
during this season's Challenge 
Cup nm, but even more so when 
they went agonisingly dose to - 
beating Wigan in the Regal 
Trophy. 

“That has to help our confi- 
dence going into this game,” *■ 
Devereux said “Nobody ex- 
pected us to live with Wigan, but 
we took them right to the lim- ' 
it that day. We showed we can 
stiff compete at dial level “ 

Widnes have had a demand-, 
ing Challenge Cup draw, in- : 
eluding away ties' at two of the 
game's more inhospitable 
grounds, Workington and Hod 
It was at the former that Dev- 
ereux showed- that he has lost 
none of his attacking flair, go- 
ing 70 yards for a fry that ef- 
fectively won the match. lathe 
quarter-final at The Boulevard, .’ 
it was a relentless defensive per- 
formance that keptHuffscore-. : 
less and probablypamts to the ; 
way Widnes must go .about 
their job at Central Park . ’ 



Devereuxz Asset to two codes 

- “But we are under no pres- 
sure,” Devereux saidNWe have 
already exceeded all expecta- 
tions fry getting this far, but St 
Helens expect to goon and win 
it - so all the pressure is on 
them." - 

. There. will.be pressure of a 
different sort on -Devereux 
when he becomes rugby's Ora 
time-share player. League peo- 
plewfll scrutinise him on his re- 
turn from Sale . for signs of 
weariness or, maybe worse, of 
bad habits picked up. -from . 
union. .. 

. Not surprisingly, he is firm- 
ly of the view that one activity 
will benefit the other, *fWe 
should get away from this idea 
that nigby players play for a few 
monthsoftheyearandputtheir 
feelupfor Iherest ofthe year. 
Pre-reason framing can be a lot 
harder than playing matches."’ — 
The're are a lot more match- • 
es to play before Devereux 
starts thatother season. Widnes 
need him to be all rugby league 
player against St Helens. 


Saints launch ‘dream team’ on Widnes 


With impeccable timing, St He- 
lens pm tbeir “dream team" 
threequarterUne on to the field 
for the first time in today’s 
Challenge Cup semi-finaj 
against Widnes at Wigan, writes 
Dave HadfiekL 

Alan Hunte’s return after 
10 months allows Saints to field 
the back line they envisaged 
when they broke" the world 
transfer record for Paul 
Newlove last year. 

It looks fufi of tries, so it is 
no wonder that Widnes, bidding 
to become the first club from 
outside the top division to reach 
a Wembley final, have been 
putting the emphasis oc defence 
this week 

Perhaps the player with the- 
most demanding job is their 
AustraKan centre, Mike Pechey, 
who will mark Newlove. “I 


know r Fra going to have- my’ 
hands fuff, because beJs a first- 
class player." Pechey said. “But . 
I haven’t thought too much 
about him, beyond thinking 
that I want to give him some 
problems as weff.’’ 

If Saints’ attacking prowess is 
beyond question then the issue 
of how they will handle being 
Cup favourites is more prob- 
lematic, The absence of Wigan 
from the equation gives them 
the most inviting of opportuni- 
ties, but it also puts extra pres- 
sure on them to succeed. 

Their coach, Shaun McRae, 
has discouraged any mention of 
Wjmbfey in the buffd-up to the 
semi-final. “I just think it's pre- 
mature. We have got a jobfo do 
for 80 minutes and that is what 
we need to fexxis upon." heSaid. 

McRae. showed what a_ de-. 


mantling taskmaster he can be 


Bobbie Goulding. aftermost ob- 
servers thought that he had' 
played briffiaotiy against Salford 
m the last round. " : : 

All the signs are that Gould- 
ing has reacted positively to his 
~ coach’s remarks, which he has 
not interpreted as a demand to 
rein In his natural instincts. No' 
coach in his right ndud would 
want to regiment Goulding, 
but McRae seems to be seek- 
jing an extra layer of cool cal- 
culation from him. - 
' Widnesknow that, iftheyal- 
low him the space Salford did, 
he will destroy them. And if the 
former Widnes player, Karle 
Hammond, can get that aii- 
. singing, ’aD-dancing'back line 
moving, they wiD finish the job. 

.Widnes can combat this 


throogfr their forwards, who, de- . 
spite a lack of big names, have 
shown that they are capable of 
rismg to a big occasion. That, in . • 
turn, throws the spotlight on ■ 
Saints’, pack, still a few. notch- •’ 
es behind their backs in! repu.- 
tation. One prop,’ Apollo • 
Perelint, was. outstanding 
against Salford, but equally sig- -- 
‘rn&ant today could be how the. 
18-year-old Andv Leatham • 

ropes with the situation. 

■Kurt Sorensen has resigned 
as coach oF Workington, whose®* 
future is uncertain afler the rot 
lmreofatakeoverbii' •• 

■ Barrie McDerrapu, the 
Leeds and Great Britain prop, - 
has been charged With r rmitnal 
damage and abstracting the 
police afterburning the firsi 
person in the counlry to be ar- 
rested using a CS gak spray. . . 
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to enjoy this championship... and to win it 


Alreadyihis season, many peoplere- 
gard me as the. favotnite to 'win the 
chamjnonsliip and I inlaid to do 
everything in my power to make that 
dream become a reality. This is my 
third attempt to capture the title, af- 
ter successive second placmgs, and I 
amconfidentthat, with the superb.. 
Rodmians\WIliamS'Reriault team be- 
hind prefects look very good 

The seasoir starts in Melbourne 
tomorrow and, from what I have 
seen at Estorij.'the competition is 
going. to be incredibly- fierce. But I 
came away from testing in Portugal 
feeEng good in myself and reassured 
in the knowledge that I have saved 
the besrfor the first race in Australia. 

It is actually quite difficult in maW- 
a reasonably accurate forecast, if 
ohly because so many things have 
changed since the 1095 season end- 
ed in Australia last November. In 
fact, one of the few constants has 
been my staying put with Williams 
at a time when the rest of the top 


six finishers in last year’s champi- 
onship have swapped teams. 'While 
a change of learns can be exciting, 
having the continuity with such a 
firet-rate team as \V3tiams has many 
benefits. Wc hnowoifr stren gths and 
weaknesses and the winter has been 
spent building on the former and 
dealing with the latter. 

-- After the highs and lows of last 
year, there has been a lot "to "think 
about- While we had a number of 
■setbacks, aD the ingredients were 
there and, over the winter, we have 
had a chance to hone the operation 
into shape. Nothing has been over- 
looked. If 1995 achieved one thing, 
it was a strengthening of the desire 
to win the championship and we have 
examined absolutely every aspect of 
running the team from re lability to 
pit stops to very small details which 
are crucial in a sport where each one- 
hundreth of a second counts. 

For once, 1 have had time at 
home, which I really value. In the 


winter of 1994-95, I was globe- 
trotting on a promotional tour huL 
this time, l was able to sit back with 
■ my family and get to know my chil- 
dren. After recovering from the shock 
of having a strange man in the house, 
I think, they look to me quite wcIL 

I now have my own gym at home, 
which makes regular preparation 
simpler and more lime -efficient. 1 
have always trained hard but the prob- 
iem has not been quantity': it's the at- 
tention to detail which 1 am hoping 
will make the difference. 1 am looking 
for a five lo 10 per cent improvement 
in all-round performance but. as al- 
ways, it’s the final few per cent which 
present the greatest challenge. 

1- certainly feel different and I 
achieved that after working much 
more closely with the team's physio 
and trainer. Erwin Goellner.'He 
took me off to a clinic in Austria, 
where I think his main ambition was 
to test my sense of humour. I had 
to run flat oat on a treadmill while 



Damon Hill, who will 
write a column in the 
Independent after 
every grand prix, looks 
ahead to the season 

a doctor stuck pins in my ear and 
look blood to test my lactic acid lev- 
els. Believe me, if you can laugh af- 
ter that, you should be able to 
laugh at anything. Another pan of 


the test involved u reaction lime as- 
sessment in * hich 1 came out lop out 
cf the 25,000 sports people who have 
been tested; I consider that a good 
result, to say the least... 

I attach a great deal of importance 
to enjoying whai 1 am doing. Of 
course, if I’m having a hard time in 
a race, then I'm going to look up- 
set at the end of tu I wouldn't be a 
competitive pereoD if I didn't get 
cheesed off by failing to win. But I 
want to enjoy this championship. 
There is nothing 1 would like more 
than to have some great races and 
win the championship. 

But it would be wrong to raise 
hopes too high this early because all 
sons of twists 2 nd turns lie ahead. The 
one certainty is that no particular dri- . 
ver-car combination stands out as be- 
ing head and shoulders above the rest. 

Naturally, everyone asks me 
about Michael Sehiimacherand his 
move to Ferrari. 1 think reliability 
will be the biggest question mark. 


particularly with the engine. In any 
case, I think it's too limiting lo talk 
only in terms of Michael. There is 
going to be a strong challenge from 
Jean Alesr and Gerhard Berger at 
Benetton- Renault And, of course. 
1 have my new team-mate. Jacques 
YiUeneuve, who, I believe, has more 
than enough ability to handle FI. 

Jacques has already done more 
than 9.000 miles of testing in last 
year's car. He comes from Indy Car 
as the reigning champion, as well as 
winner of Iasi year’s Indianapolis 
500, so he's obviously a very quick 
and competitive driver. 

The first race in Melbourne is a 
new venue, which means wc all start- 
ed from scratch when practice be- 
gan on Thursday morning. 

Everyone must also gel used to 
a new timetable which now’ dictates 
a single qualifying session on Sat- 
urday afternoon. Previously, the 
times established on Friday after- 
noon also counted towards grid 


positions. I think this is a new di- 
mension which will add a great deal 
to the excitement. I have to admit 
that I never really fell comfortable 
with the Friday qualifying session be- 
cause you would do your best but 
you wouldn't know if that was go- 
ing to be good enough 24 hours lat- 
er. Now it's a one^shot situation 
which gives every driver the oppor- 
tunity To channel ail his ability and 
aggression into a more concentrat- 
ed action-packed one-hour session. 

It’s true to say that, at this lime 
each year, you go inio the champi- 
onship believing it’s the best chance 
you've got and 1 996 it, no different, 
"particularly as I can draw on a more 
comprehensive bank of experience. 
I'm in a better position to enjoy my 
racing and. come the 16th and final 
grand prix in Japan in October. 1 
want to have achieved something I 
can be really proud of. The team is 
ready. I’m ready. Here's to an ex- 
citing and memorable season. 



’s drive for fulfilment 
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■ c%This season will . 
test Germany's 
world champion, 
says Derick Allsop 

ichael Schumacher 
fixed his eyes on the 
old newspaper cutting 
and smiled resignedly. Had he - 
changed since hefirst appeared 
in Formula One, four and a half 
years ago? *T certainly change 
my hair, and my face,” said the 
leaner, sleeker German. 

The ’expression of the 27- 
year-old altered as he ac- 
knowledged the sport had • 
accelerated the ageing process. 
*1 have got older a lot quicker 
during my Formula One ca- 
reer, ”he said. ‘And sure, 1 have 
changed as a person. I. have 
grown up, and developed my- 
self. Some people think in the 
right direction, some the wrong 
direction, but I have developed 
the way I wanted to. I have more 
understanding about thin gs " 

- Schumacher has experienced 
the emotional extremes of a life- 
time since he made his Formu- 
la One debut, for Jordan-Ford, 
in the 1991 Belgian Grand Prix. 
He has been catapulted to the 
peak of his profession, becom- 
Germany's first world cham- 
pion and the- youngest double 
winner of motor racing's: ulti- 
mate prize. A contract with 
Ferrari understood to be worth 
£25m (£16.8m) a year is testi- 
mony to his stature- v 

There has, however, been a 
heavy burden to bear. He soon 
discovered that privacy Is a 
priceless and unattainable lux- 
ury at this level. Controversy - 
and suspicion, on the other 
hand, have been constant com- 
panions. He has had con- 
frontations with the authorities 
and Us main rival, Damon HID. 

And yet these incidents have 
been little more than irritations 
compared with the traumatic re- 
alisation that grand prix racing 
can stflUdlL The death of Ayr- 
ton Senna made him agonise 
over his future; So, coo, did 
Mika Hakkinen’s serious acci- 
dent m practice for (he final race 
of last season, m Australia. 

Schumacher adrnitshe had to . 
be persuaded by his boss, at 
Benetton- Renault, Flavio.Brir 
atore, and Formula One’s im- 
presario, Bennie Ecclestone, to 
get back into his car at. Adelaide. 
“Flavio was afraid I wouldn’t get 
into the car at all,” he said, “and 
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Ltotches not on pools cotjMns; 3.0 unless 
stated 

lets LEAGUE Promtor DtvWoo: AytesJxiiy 
v HncNn; Chortseyv Bishop's SKrtfant tki- 
wwh Hanna, v wtofton and Hareham; Grass 
vBonteam WtaoeL Harrow BomjtfivVfead- 
Ing. First DMtion: Bailing v Thame; Bar- 
ion flowers vAbngson Ham; Bcrifoamaad 
v Oxford City; BWericay v Cheaham; Bogn- 
or Regsv Wtiytefeafe; Mafoenneod vHoy- 
bndgiSwHts; MmtowvBasjngnoke; Ruslp 
Manor v AJdeohot; Stanw v Lfijttm flan- 
runt; i ivwriri w» v Tooting & Mitcham; Wok- 
ingham . V- Wambtey Second Dtvfston:. 
Brackntf v Bedford: Chalfont St Pater v 


v MtttTOQOGtzur feflry „ 

Hampton v Ooriftw; Sane! Hempstead v 
Ware: Hunasrford vTttxiry. Saffron Walden 
v CrtwflDmwsham v Camay island. Tl*d 
DMstore camberiey v Windsor & Bom East 
Thurrock v Tnne RackweU Heatfi v Cove: 
Harefieid v Hertford; Hornchurch v Wnj£- 
buiy. Horsham v Weadsum Letstam * 

CworuLaMesvNbniwiood;SouttiaSv'Hte- 
Ww. Wtn^e & Finchley v Arete* 
IttHEJOND LEAGUE Premier Division: Bar- 
row v leek: Bishop AucWand v Gansborou^c 
Blydi Spartans v Wtenn; Buxton v Accring- 
ton Stanley: Droytsden w Knowstey; Emfoy 
v Bamber Brkjge;Gut 3 atey v Marine: Hyde 
v Chortey: Madock v Cotton. Bay; Spanny- 
moot v Boston Utd;W4nsford vFnddey First 
OMskwu Attneton v L»{Ji £MI; Ashton Ufo 
v Greedy AteeironLRvEastwoaiTwftv Brad- 
ford fWt Avenue v Oasn AsMorc argeron 
v Wbftsotx Faistey Ce»cv Great Hanmod: 
Fleetwood v Wamngmn; HBiraero town v 

Ijsncas^V«^BayvRadcl^i«5d*«»n 

v Lincoln Uat . . 

BEAZER HOKES LEAGUE Riamter DM- 
Ch«tefii»ni V Burton AUon: Grasiey 
Rovers v BaWodti H«sowsn Ttiwn v 
Chelmsfad; lissiings v woreesra; Utesron 
v Crawley; Merthyr Tydfll v Gfluo«»: 
Newpcxt aFfrv Cambndfie Wy. Stafford 
Rbrjjhs v Gravesend £ NortftfleeC SufiJwy 
ttWTv v.SaMsbiKjr, VS-Rufitiy « Atherscwra. 
MCgwd civilian: Blbton v Suchndnm 
fow!? Buy'fown v Brtdeiorth: Oude yvMoor 
Gwen; HlncfomiTEiwQ v Bedworth; Nunwnm 
v Pam: Vtefwck v Stourt»d|ft SoHhwS v 
Cody, Surmn CoSdfieViv Kings lyrai; Bstt- 
wonh v Rffijditch. Southern DrawoiC 
Cifiuodon s Porte: Fareham v Rxrat aw. 
Houers Havant v Erth andBeiwderft Stt- 
wrtxxmev Weymouth: Tbnbncte v Bash- 
kYJmubtk&vMMont; Wmey irNenport 
tfoW); ihte v Margie. 

Bechenham Town v WWteXB,* OwWOum-v 
Slade Green; Cray wandenw * i 
Crackenrw v Sneppey: Greerantfi Borougr v 
Peri; Tynbddgg Wefts Hema-Bay. 



Mkdiael Schumacher (left) with Gerhard Berger after practice yesterday for tomorrow's Austrafian Grand Prix Photograph: Claire Mackintosh/Empics 


took me to Bemie, who showed 
me tbe-pictures from the on- 
board camera. : . 

.. ‘This showed me Mika had 
a mechanical feilure and there- 
fore I was able to get in the car 
again. Blit I had seen that' if a 
driver as good as Mika could 
make a mistake and the result 
was so serious, then 1 could 
make a mistake as well. 1 would 
have the same risk as Mika. 
When you get older you think 
more about these things.” 

That revelation should not be 
misinterpreted as alqss of nerve. 
Schumacher has always known 
his limits and insists he has yet 
to fulfil himself. Hence the en- 
gagement in a fresh challenge at 
Ferrari, the team who last had 
a champion' driver in 1979. 

Schumacher, who makes his 
debut in the scarlet car at Mel-' 


bourne tomorrow, has prepared 
himself and everyone else for re- 
liability problems this season, 
propelled as he is by anew V10 
engine; “'We cannot expect to 
win the championship this 
year,” he said. “We have been 
getting to know each other and 
learning how to work with each 
other. We have a new car and 
engine, but putting all these 
thing s together lakes lime. It is 
more reafistic to think about the 
championship in 1997.” 
Already, however, you sense 
Schumacfier is galvanising the 
team the way he did at Benet- 
ton. John Barnard, Fenrari’s 
English designer, has been 
coaxed out from his Surrey lair 
to involve himself more in on- 
track activity in compliance 
with the No 1 driver’s require- 
ments. 


Order, restraint and effi- 
ciency threaten to take over the 
fabled emotional, tempestuous 
stable of the Prancing Horse. AD 
of which may weD alienate Fer- 
rari's disdples and reinforce the 
belief of Schumacher's detrac- 
tors that he is a soulless, arro- 
gant, ruthless automaton. Or 
words to that effect. 

He takes the view he is 
straight talking He makes no 
apologies, especially to Damon 
H31, for being ruthless. “Sure I 
am," he said. “I am also twice 
world champion and Damon 
has twice been second.” 

The British driver, outfought 
in ihe verbal skirmishes as well 
as in the racing, has declared 
himself uninterested in any- 
thing Schumacher has to say, 
but the flow of words coming to- 
wards him has not dried up. 


“Damon has to be the 
favourite this season,” Schu- 
macher said. “He has the best 
car. he knows the team and 
everything is there for him. It 
all depends on bow he handles 
the pressure. Damon is quick. 
But if he has problems and 
things do not go as well as he 
would like, he may not be able 
to take the pressure. We shall 
see." 

Briatore. under pressure to 
keep Benetton at the top with- 
out Schumacher, suggests his 
former driver has manoeuvred 
himself into a snug position this 
year: “If Michael wins the 
championship, be will get all the 
credit for it. If he doesn’t, it win 
be Ferrari 1 s fault.” 

He is right, of course. But 
then that is a measure of Schu- 
macher’s reputation. No other 


current driver commands com- 
parable respect. 

Ferrari's public teething 
problems with their new car 
have further eased the expec- 
tations. There are, however, 
precedents for an unlikely first- 
race victory. Schumacher man- 
aged very little running with 
Ford's Zetec R engine before 
the 1994 season, but won the 
opener in Brazil. Nigel Mansell 
was so convinced his Ferrari 
would fail in his debut with the 
team at Brazil in 1989 he 
booked an early flight home. He 
missed it because the car kept 
going and finished first 

It appears highly improbable, 
but it Schumacher wins the 
championship again this year it 
will, as Briatore says, be down 
to him. It will also be just about 
the greatest success of them all. 
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TftftD WVtStori . • 

. 22 Bb * '! v Chester 

■-•■•■■r - -SSSffiSSSSSZ 

as'cvidrasunrBuy 
.1 SB CBStqwot 

_ v Wots Count fr v.-^Hartfcpoa vMaraftew...^. 

&SS&£SSSSt:. 

ff Hri '• “””“ r • ; .34 AMrafowp'V W£*fiTg\..~:L...... 

: “ 38 WodfKisft^v-FofitooroL^^.u 

f J.vL 

Walsall • 39 MaccteaflttJw 

.40 parvwB vDowr-v.......; 


• 41 SlousJi v Dagenham — — 

. 42 Soutrpon v Bnmflwe 

43 StalytantigB-v Stevenage 

441fe«wrvNoitri«icfi 

ICtS LEAGUE PREMER OIVtStON 

.45 Hayes vEnfeW.„ 

“46 WngMOrtan v Catthatroft .r.. 

47 Molesey v Bromley 

■ . 48 Sutton Ute v Hendon — 

49 WWtrtng v PurtteCT 

1 SO VKmJ » S: Albans - 

. rewttNTS scomsH cop 

. FWTH ROUND 

Aberdeen v AxOne — 

CaledorMn Bustle v Bangps ...» — 

. (at TannaOoe Path. Oudtfeej 
BELLS SCOTTISH UEASUE 

rwsr oivuaoN 

- Own barton v Ounformwie - 

- Morton v Harm i®n 


SECOND pnnSHWI 

S3. Ayr v Montrose-— 

• -‘Forfar v Berwich Rogers 

52 Queen of the South r East Fife — 

53 Srenhousemuir v Clyde. 

54 Sbrfing v. Stranraer — .......... 

THIRD DIVISICM 

. 55 Albtbfi Rovers- v lAwigston .... j 

58 Brechin v Quean's Ftedi — : — 

57 Cowdenbeath v Ross County 

58- East Stirtalgv Arbroath — :. 

tomorrow 

BV CUP SIXTH ROUND 

leads, v Lweipool 14.0) ... 

TENHEWTS SCOTTISH C2JP 
FIFTH ROUND ' 

Celtic v Dundee United \3.15) - 


^ FT SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE RratPt- 
vision: Arundel vBwgesslM; Crowborou^i 

v HaAshsm: HassocKs v Honfoam YMCA: 
tavmvOakimoct:PaimivT>emxhm^ 
Ponfleid v Mile Oak; SartrWck v Rmffner; 
StsmcovWUcThiee BrideasvStwenam; 
tMinehawft. v Eastbourne Towi. 

NORTHERlr couwnES EAST LEAfir*PW 
miar DWNok Anrmhorpe WeSve w It**! 
lay, Arnold v Hrtlam: Derwbyy Brigs Goote 
V North Ferity: Uvwsadse v Mm Matty 
vOssatL Town; OasOTAtelonv Hatfield Maw; 
PKWrtigvHuSeirtShelWdi^ 

Wertare; Kocteorfogs v AsMWd. 

NORTH WEST COUKHES LEABtEHOTW- 
vUtoic BJscfoxjol Rovtsrt V SaJtort; ChaC- 

dartun v RBmtth; Eastnood Hanley v BooUe; 

wen v BurSCOUgn; FHflion u Tiaffont Mew- 
. cesde Town v Moasty 
jewson EASTERN leabue warmer W-. 

ytetoKpaowiv 

fmanu i* v Sudbwy Town; Great rarmoutn 
y StBOTfflKfiC Haowgi v Soham; Hawteh 
.yWatton: HovemilJ vComard; war nwite - 

v Ftakenram; 

v Hatstead; Wftsham v Sudbuiy ttten- 
derars. 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND At- 
■ liANCE; BeweH v West Midlands Mioej 
Cnaasnm v BofohaS Swifts; Hatosowentter- 
ftera v l^rpetsiey Vfctoria; HincktyMhfot-- 
"ic v Shrfoai; Ru^afl fflymp* v- Pwwe; 
sa>dwaiBorou 0 iyOkft^.Sh ^sh^p y- 
nano v BoUmere St Michaete; Soswnlv 
Oahenaib IMDenlfaV v Rocestsc 
IdlEVMRD UNITED C0UNTE5 LEAGUE . 
Premier DwWo« Boswn Tbwn v Ernes- 
buv DesboreuSh v long Buckty. Kemp- 


stm » SrotfoW; Mintees ffockstone v 
Bourne; Newport Pagnefl v Stamford; Pot- 
ion v Coeenhoe; Raunds v Holbeach; 
Spotting v Sr Neots; Stewarts ana UcydB 
Corby v Wootton; Wellingoo rough v 
Northampwo Spencer. 

GREAT MHXS LEAGUE Premier Dtvtelon; 
Brlstd Manor Farm v Bidelora; Chippenham 
v tbrnntjon; Rautton vlaurann. Los PhflBps 
Cup tNrd round: ManensfleW w Mnetead. 
Q ua i tmflna fc Barnstaple v Elmore; Came 
v rwenon; Westbuy v BnstetgtarL 
FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE First Division: Bedkngton Terriers 
v Crook; BMngnam Synthoma v Stotidon; 
Chester's- Street v Gusborcn^i; Dunslxxi v 
Wes Auckland; Rmyhfl v Coreott; Peteriee 
vDutham; RIW Newcastle v wwcMiem,- Sea- 
harn Red s»r v Bppletonj Tow Law V Mur- 
ton. 

PRESS AND JOURNAL MfiHLAND 
LEAGUE: Deveromaiev Cove Ranges; El- 
. gw v Forres Mecftanec FonWaiamvCtacrv 
naeuddin; Racerburgi v mterhead; Hunffly 
v Lossiemouth; Keitn v Buckle Thstle: Naim 
County w Wflek Academy: Rothes v Bran 
RartgMS. 

LEAGUE OF VALES: Abe lystwytnvCemaes 
Bangor City v Cwmbran; Caernarfon v 
Aten Lido: CormBh's Quay v Llareanrffraid: 
Flint v Briton Ferry (£30); Llanelli v Con- 
wy; Nevnmwi v Betty (2.30); Porthmadog 
u Caaesws; Ton Bsntre v Ho^eelL 
BASS mSH CUP Qwrte^fitade’Crusacfem 

vUn/^GIt3^dvonvCSmckRBn@^GiWV 

man v BaByrnene; Portadown v Arts. 
BORDGAJS LEAGUE OF RELAND Premier 
Division: Galway v Dundalk (7.01. 

PM HARP LAQDt CUP QuartW'finaL- Rnn 
Harps v Soheraianf. (7.30). 

AVON BSURANCE COMmiAnON f%sl M- 
vtelon: Porsmouji v Norwich C2.0). 


Rugby League 

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP 
SERB-FINAL 

St Hetmc v Wkfajas (2_1S) . 
rat tvsml 


Rttgby Union 

CIS INSURANCE COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 
SEMI-FINALS 

LancaaMra r Warwidabire (3-30] 
m Preston Gfwpjwi)- 
UNDER 21 COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP Sami- 
IWists: East Mtrtentfc U-21 v MidtSesex u-21 
(4.45, Northamoton); VorfcrfimJ U 31 v 
GtouceGterahre U-21 (2.15. OttevV. 
COURAGE CLUBS CHANOTONSHIP Na- 
tfcwalLeeteia One: Wasps vHarieaurs QOi. 
National League Two: Bedford v Newcastle 
Gosforth (3 b): Ma&etty v London tnsh 13.0); 
Noangiam v London scofflst (30:. Nstfoaal 
League Four Clifton v Aspatrta 0.0); Leeds 
v Eubw (3.0t: Plymouth v Uwrpool Si He- 
lens (3.0); Wabal v Undon Welsh (3.0). Na- 
tional League RnNorUu Broughton Park 
v S»l>e (3.0). 

HBNEXEN NADONAL LEAGUE Hist DMalorc 

Aberaaon v Traorchy (23C1; Aoensery v nan- 
typnod (2.30): Bridgend v Neam (230) 119 
CttaffvEbowVMe [230hNembndgpv Llanel- 
li Q30j: Newport v Swansea (2.301. Sec- 
ond Division; Caerphilly v Vstradgyrtaa 
(230): Dumont irBonjmaen .‘230); UartttBy 
v Cross Keys (2.30i; Maesag v uanftaran 
(2301;SouinVfilesP(4ccvAOeiqnon ffljca; 
TenOy uw v Powypoc* iZ-30). 

TENtffNTS SCOTTISH 1558 CUP Third 
round; MfetsytfeRS v EdmUurgh Aads 
TCNNENTS SCOTTISH CHAMPIONSHIP R& 

GIQWAL LEAGUE East One HaaacgmntPic- 
<anr> Lodge O.Oi: Mus&eHxirah v Edinburgh 
Wndrs (3.0). REGIONAL LEAGUE East Turn: 
Dundee HSFP vCoeiorphine (3.0); GoTOonans 


v Henots F? [3.0); Sle««rts rJtei FP v Ksteaid/ 
3.0). Regional League South: fttio v Gaia 
(3 01. Regional league West: hlmarrecL v 
G H h 3.0) : West of SctfUno v Glasgow Sowh- 
an (30): WiglDin&riire v Ayr G.0>. 

CLUB MATCHES: Berrv HiO v UctiWo >3.01: 
Blaekheath v Roreiyn Pam G.Oi: BraafoTO £ 
Binffey 1 Sheffield (3.0): Chettereiam * Esh- 
er <3.0: Cowmry v Saracens i2.30i: Hente, 
v Eel mg i3.0>; K*Kjal v Dumam City 3-0« 
Melrose v HanogDte (3.0): Met Police v Ha- 
(3.0); Midfli«brou£n it Mey (3X1): 
Northampton v atfimena (3.0); On til v Wor- 
ley <3.0i: Roihemam v West Hardepool i'3.0!: 
Waterloo v Sale O.Cli: Borougnmurf v Sirring 
Coumv f 3.0i: Jed-Foresl y Grangemouth 
QjQ r, WDroesterv Uxiffaaaj$i Stuwra aoi; 
Rugby v Gloucester (3 0). Canerrted: Mow- 
ley v Lheeaer. 


Hockey 

WOMEN'S INTERNA TTO NAL/Dubftnh Ire- 
land 1 Engand. 

MEN'S NATIONAL LEAGUE Hret DMslon: 
TtynsvOb L(wgftiOrtarsii.(n.SecondDi- 
vfston: OjKW Urau y Siougi iliO, St Eavart's 
School)- 

NASTRO AZZURBO SOUTH Premier. An- 
chorians v Soencer. AsWoTO v Leuas; Becx- 
enham v Kffi Wycomoe; Farenam v Wotang; 
Gore Court v Woicttfiham; Mauerhead v >Vim- 
merton; CM Kingsto wars y Neotwy; Cnlord 
Kaaii v crucfiestfif: VWncnester v bom, 
5UNUFE WEST OF ENGLAND AND SOUTH 
WALES Premie^ Bar. BueesvSu.'ansee: Bns- 
») Unhr v Taunto" Va»; Et«er Unw. v WOT 
on-Super-Mare: Robin%or.s v Plymouth; 
vmtmacn v Chetten.'am. 

ACNAMS EAST Premier. Bedford Tmn v 
Cd Chester BrihoCd SWifora v Spsvach; Bury 
St Edmunds v Petfifoorougi tcmtv camDnoge 
Cttvv Raawdge ana uiwd; cornunc©? Lmw 
v Cnetmsfora 


NORTH First Division: Haifa* v Harrogate; 

Norton v Bw RnyQdtng; Sneffiek) Banket* v 
Fornty Tmpedey v Neston: Wamngion v 
Southpew. 

LACE MAWER NORTH WEST Rret DtyteJorr 
CoSwyn Bavv Manchester urwc Deesoe Ram- 
uers « Chttfliam Hill: Osburr v Wamngtm: 
Lr.e rpool Sell on v Nonhop Ha«: ManchMter 
v Borjoan: Morecambe v Oaw: Nesron v Mac ■ 
ctesSm Preson* Lvftam St Ames: Wea Der- 
by V Preston: Wemeifiton Park v Bebmgwn. 
WOMEN'S EAST Premier Camondge City v 
Saracens; Ipemch v Sevenoato: Old Leu^ito- 
ruans v Harteslon Msqmis; Welwyn Garden 
City v B&deyheath. 

Basketball 

BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Birmingham BJtec v 
Newcastle Comets r?30i: Wortning Bears v 
Dety Storm (8.0). 

Ice hodtey 

BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP Ptay-oMs: Bas 

ir^ioke B«n •'Sheffield Steelers lb. 30); N«- 
bnghomPamnerav R» Flyers lb JO), Durham 
W^psv Hifimeraffi HaMc i.b30i; Nwcasoe 
Wanwrs v Cansw Dmis (6.30). Promo- 
aon/ttelegatiiml ; ^ayH>«KBiac*^ 
v Bracknell Bees 16 .O 1 : CuUowro name v Mi- 
t«i keynes Krgs 1 &O 1 : Slougn Jets v Dum- 
fries vikings tS3i. Swtnoon wildcats v 
Marehesor Storm (&30i. 

Other sports 

ATHLETICS: Reeoc* in&fi cross country 
championships (Newark). 

BOXING: VVBO Stw rma».re)gm crampi- 
onshrp: S Cotfm (DuOllfl. holder; v N Brown 
iBuroh-on- Tremi (R Green Gtens Arena, mid- 
sbeet, IrelBAdi. 

BARIS: WDC l*s Maihpby Tevmamcffl (Oon- 
cassrr. 


GRAND PRIX TEAM GUIDE 


FERRARI 

1 Michael Schumacher (Ger) 
Age 27. Grands prix 69. Wins 
19. Championships 2. 

2 Eddie Irvine (N ire) 

Age 30. GP 32. Wins 0. 

For ail therr investment and the ar- 
rival of Schumacfier, me tiaban 
team say they do not e*pect to 
challenge tor the world Dtte the 
season and teething problems with 
the new car appear to justify their 
caution. With the German world 
champion on board, however, any- 
thing is possible and (hey should 
become a tome to be reckoned 
with by the end of the y oat. 

BENETTON-RENAULT 

3 Jean Alesi (Fr) 

Age 3L GP 102. Wins L 

4 Gerhard Berger (Aut) 

Age 36. GP 180. Wins 9. 

They have proved themselves an 
excellent team, but how dependent 
have they been on Schumacher's 
leadership and inspiration? We are 
about to find out. The team de- 
dare themselves ready to meet the 
challenge and Alesi certainty is. He 
has the pace, the courage and a 
genuine title chance. He looks 
hungnerthan his partner, bur per- 
haps Bergpr has been canmly de- 
ceptive. 

WILLIAMS- RENAULT 

5 Damon HiM (GB) 

Age 35. GP 51. Wins 13. 

6 Jacques VHeneuve (Can) 
Age 24. Debut season. 

Frank Williams' team again have 
the best car and. they promise, 
have sharpened their teamwork tor 
this season. Hill Blso seems better 
prepared and knows that he may 
never have a better - if, indeed, 
another - opportunity to grasp the 
world drivers' championship. Vil- 
leneuve, the IndyCar champron, is 
winning admirers, but is not ex- 
pected town the Formula One tffle 
first time out 

McLaren- Mercedes . 

7 Mha Hakkinen (Ffn) 

Age 27. GP 63. Wins 0. 

8 David Cwtthard (GB) 

Age 24. GP 25. Wins 1. 

A team under pressure and need- 
ing to defivet They have not won in 
tee past two seasons and their 
main sponsors are said to be grow- 
ing impatient Mercedes, too. are 
anxious to see an upturn in for- 
tunes. Hakkinen, if folly fit. should 
be one of the fastest in the field 
and will provide a stem rest of 
Coulthard's potenoaL 

LJOER-MUGEN-HONDA 

9 Ofivier Parts (Ffl 
Age 29. GP 33. Wins 0. 

10 Pedro Dmiz (Bra) 

Age 25. GP 17. Wins 0. 

Despite the leadership ami exper- 
tise of Tom Watkins haw, the team 
appears to be drifting with fittfe 
prospect of gping anywhere. 


JORDAN- PEUGEOT 

11 Rubens Barrichello (Bra) 

Age 23. GP 48. Wins 0. - 

12 Martin Bruncfie (GB) 

A@& 36. GP 142. Wins 0. 

A big season for the Sihersione 
operation. New sponsor: have giv- 
en them the funds to back their 
declared intention of achieving 
Their first grand pm. van bus year. 

SAliBER-FORD 

14 Johnny Herbert (GB) 

Age 31. GP 80. Wins 2. 

15 Heinz4rlaraid Frentzen 
(Ger) Age 28. GP 32. Wins 0. 
A team facing the prospect of lim- 
bo. They lose the* Ford deal to 
Stewart next season, but have an 
outstarving latent in Frentaen. 

FOOTWORK-HART 
IB Jos Verstappen (Neth) 

Age 24. GP 15. Wins 0. 

17 Ricardo Rosset (Bra) 

Ag$ 27. GP 0. Wins 0 . 

Few teams are as consistent. Year 
after year they produce virtually 
nothing, and this year you can bet 
they will produce virtually nothing 

TYRRELLrYAMAHA 

18 Ukyo Katayama (Japan) 
Age 32. GP 62. Wins 0. 

19 Mika Sato (Fin) 

Age 29. GP 19. Wins 0. 

Another team seemingly stuck m a 
mid-field groove and needing fresh 
momentum. Salo has talent but 
Katayama s not a man to put your 
mortgage on. 

IWNARDl-FORD 

20 Pedro Lamy (Par) 

Age 23. GP 16. Wins 0. 

21 Giancarlo FlstcheQa (II) 

Age 23. GP 0. Wins 0. 

A team always short of cash, al- 
ways limping along, and there is Ift- 
de prospect of a change for the 
better this season. 

FOKTVFDRD 

22 Andrea Montermini fit) 
Age 3JL GP 17. Wins 0. 

23 Luca Badoer (IQ 

Age 25. GP 29. Wins 0. 
Surprised a lot of people by surviv- 
ing for a second season, but per- 
haps they merely have a stay of 

execution. 

GRAND PRIX CALBWAR 

March 10: Australia (Mefooume): 

31: Brazil ttoterfagos). April: 7: Ar- 
gentina (Buenos Aires): 2& Europe 
(Nurtxirgrtng). May: 5: San Marino 
(Imola): IS: Monaco (Morris Car- 
lo). Jure: 2: Spam (Barcelona): 

16: Canada (Montreal: 30: France 
(Magny-Cours): July: 14: Britain 
(Silversaone): 28: Germany (Hock- 
enheim). August: Uz Hungary 
(Budapest): 25: Belgium fSpa- 
Francorchamps). September 8: 
ftaiy (Monza): 22: fforcugRi (Esto- 
ril). October: 13: Japan (Suzuka). 


TOMORROW 

Football 

FAI HARP LAGER CUP Quartcr-flnoJs: Cork 
City v Sltgo Roirere (3.0) (at Turoer's 
DenyOiy vSnelooume (3.15j: WaysjdeCww: 
v St PamcK's Wsecc f3.15) ia UnArenirv cw- 
lege DuBilni. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE FfoodBt 
Trophy semt-flroe tint leg: Perenti (D v Mose- 
ley l 2 i ( 2 . 0 ). 

GREAT MILLS LEAGUE PrentkJT DhtekHC 
BKJetocd v Fiore O.Oj. 

FA WOMEN'S LEAGUE CUP Final: Weti«- 
ley v Doncaster Banes (2 20\ rai Baroer FQ. 

Rugby Union 

CIS COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 
SEMI-FINALS 

Surrey v Glou c e st er sh ine (2.45) 

tai imbttr Conn). 

Hockey 

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL (Dublin): Ireland 

v England. 

MEN? NATIONAL LEAGUE Hret DMeIok Bar- 
ford Tigers ¥ Srjroton >2-0i. BoumMe v Cart- 
lerbury (2.30): GulkKotd v Indian Gymkhana 
fl2.0l: Hinjnslow v Cannock i2.0r; Heading v 
Hul iS.0): Souttigaie v East Gnnstoad i2.0); 
St Albans v Saiurpod 12.0): Teddingion k-Ha 
vent ;i.30i. Second Divtuon: B eeM cn v Fire- 
Brands C.O): BlueKirta v bca (2.0i. BrooUands 
v Often and West Wanmcl. r2.0»: Pwtsmoom » 
Doncaster (L3DJ; Edgbasten * Bromley 05-30). 
Hampstead & Wostmnsun v Crosty 
(Word Umv v Rchmond 12.30): Snefteta tf 
Haitestai (2J0): SWu^i «r GfooC«Te«2.0). 

Basketball 

BUDWB5ER LEAGUE: Chester Jets v Wcr- 
(twig Bears 15.0). SneJfieia SransvDc/xasifi/ 
Panmere 16.151: Ttsmes Va«ey Tigers v heme) 
Rcyais iao«. 

Ice hockey 

BRthSH CHAMPIONSHIP Ptey-elte File Fly- 
era / Sheffield Steetera 16.30); rfomn^iam 
Panthers v Bssmgstoke Bison (7.0); Carain 
Devtfs v Durham Wasps (6.15c Humbersaje 
Hawns v Newcastle warriors i5.45). Promo- 
Oon/ReiegBtlan Ptay-offs: Bracknell v 
GuMfort Flames (5.15); Minor Keynes Wn^ 
v BlacKDum Havrfa (630): Dummes Wnp 
v Swndon Wildcais t5.15i: Manchester 
Storm v Sioopi Jets (6.01. 

BRITISH LEAGUE Firat DmsJoic B 3rm{t%jn 
Bombero v Peterfaor ongh Pirams 15 J5l. 

Other sports 

'DARIS:WIX:UKMiitcti(feyroun4iriera(Oan- 

casteri. 

BILLIARDS: Vforw Professional MalGhpfay 
Cnampitfishio (Country Hctec Hotel, Bally- 
mena, HI. 


QUOTES OF 
THE WEEK 

■ Although I was the- best heavy- 
weight you have had here and 
(Henry] Cooper wasn't fit to walk in 
my shadow, I have never been . ac- 
cepted. Joe Bugner, former British 
and European heavyweighr cham- 
pion, on tee comeback trail. 

■ 1 give rum a clubber's chance. He 
is an expert rabbit-puncher, so one 
of those punches may come through 
and be may gp lucky. Lennox Lewis 
on Frank Bruno's chances of holding 
on to his World Boxing Council tide. 

■ What matters is teat he's so big 
rw, so massive 1 can't miss him and 
i'll be throwing punches with bad in- 
tention. That pins Frank in a no-wm 
situation. M3ce Tyson. 

■ The ban seemed to run for me and 
towards me. I had a game tee tike 
of which only comes along once in 
a blue moon. Dean Richards, Eng- 
land's inspiration against Scotland 
in tee Rve Nations' Championship 
last Saturday. 

■ In tee fust half, Man tinned were 
hammered 0-0. Kevin Keegan. 
Newcastle United manager, reflects 
on what might have been in tee cru- 
. dal Premiership match which New- 
castle loet 1 - 0 . 

■ AU lean say is that I tried io bring 
the match to a conclusion. ( hope 
he wins again, maybe as big an 
amount.. Referee MtfeeHo Car- 
dona who abandoned an Dalian Sec- 
ond Division match in tee 83th 
minute, resulting In a punter just fet- 
ing to win a 12 billion lire forturv.- 
on tee national pods system. 

■ The League could not promote 
blanket sales in Alaska. Ken Arthur- 
soa. tne Australian Rugby League 

Leaguetoiron Super 
League in Australia. 

■ I wouldn't treat my dog the way I 
have been treated. People haw? 
been laying the Ofame at my door for 
everything, tomthewashii^rnQdiire 
breaking down to me supposedly de- 
manding he If a million pounds each 
wml strata' Steve aariefesfe part- 
ing shot at Birmingham after finally 
completing hfi «n>ff £L2m move 
to Leicester. 
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McAteer lives 
out his dream 


The sounds would have sent a 
wave of revulsion through the 
Kop. Steve MeManamar rose 
for a header and as' the ball 
sailed through the posts he re- 
peated a mantra from his Ever- 
tonian childhood: “Latchford". 
On another pitch a Liverpool 
apprentice hem a long shot in 
from the right to the accom- 
paniment of “and Whiteside 
wins the FA Cup". 

Recalled phrases from long 
ago. Players can commit heart 
and soul to clubs but retain af- 
fections from the past. Mel- 
wood. Liverpool's training 
ground, echoed to vocal sou- 
venirs tossed up partly as an act 
of remembrance, partly to 
goad their companions. It was 
grand heresy at a place where 
the dub's pulse is supposed to 
beat. 

To no one more so than Ja- 
son McAteer. When he shuts 
his eyes and imagines his he- 
roes/ the vision is ablaze with 
red. Kenny Dalglish reigns 
above all others but just below 
are other Anfield deities like 
Ian Rush and John Barnes. At 
24. he has achieved a school- 
boy's dream, he plays for the 
team he lived for as a youth and 
even with players he idolised. 
He is Liverpool through and 
through. 

McAteer’s feeling that he is 
a round peg in an appropriately 
shaped hole since his £4.5m 
move from Bolton last au- 
tumn does not end there. A win 
over Leeds United at Elland 
Road tomorrow will push h is 
club to within two mulches of 
winning the FA Cup while the 
reeling in of Newcastle Unit- 
ed at the lop of the Premier- 
ship has accelerated. There 
are whispers of the Double on 
Merseyside. 

McAteer. the supporter, 
hears and enjoys such talk; 
McAteer. the player, is sur- 
prised the expectation is hav- 
ing so little effect on his 
colleagues. “The thing I’ve 
learnt" these few months at 
Liverpool is that they never talk 
about not winning anything. 
The season is never written on. 
They always believe they can 
win 'things so what pressure 
there is becomes a way of life. 
Even so there's a lot up for 
grabs and it's getting exciting." 

Which is the opposite of how 
things were when he gained a 
permanent place in the team. 
Tried in several roles, his set- 
ifing-in period coincided with 
Liverpool's slump in Nov-em- 
ber when they went out of the 
Uefa and Coca-Cola Cups and 
were trailing Newcastle by 14 

E oints. McAteer had achieved 
is ambition but it was turning 
sour. 

“If we lose 1 feel it more 
here." he said. “Even when I 
was at Bolton I'd be gutted if 
Liverpool gol beaten but now, 
when I've been pan of that de- 


Guy Hodgson talks to the player who 
is Liverpool through and through ■ 


feat, it's far worse. The sup- 
porter part comes out of me, 

I can't wait for the next game 
to make amends. November 
was a terrible month. I'd just 
got into the side and we kepi 
losing" 

The derision to try him as a 
right wing-back, coupled with 
better form and fortune, 
turned things round com- 
pletely. Liverpool are unbeat- 
en in 16 matches and McAteer 
has become such a fixture that 
Rob Jones, the England right 
back, has had to switch to the 
left It has surprised the play- 
er and his manager. Roy 
Evans. 

He had envisaged his new 
signing as a central midfield 
player who occasionally took to 
the flank as a conventional 


if we lose, I 
feel it more 
here... When 
I’ve been part 
of that defeat, 
it’s far worse’ 


winger. That would have en- 
tailed scrapping the three-cen- 
tre-back system that has 
become Evans' tactical trade- 
mark and when it came to it 
McAteer had to adapt. To the 
player's astonishment, he en- 
joys the role. 

“I love it,” he said. “When 
1 came I wanted to play in the 
middle but I soon realised that 
playing central midfield at 
Boiton is very different to 
playing central midfield for 
Liverpool. It’s a passing game 
here whereas, at Bolton, I was 
running at players and getting 
beyond defenders. If I tried 
that now I’d be duplicating 
what Steve McManaman does 
for us to a certain extent. 

“Defensively IVe been 
helped a lot by Mark Wright. 
He's the centre-back who cov- 
ens my flank and gives me con- 
fidence to get forward but if I 
do have to tuck in he talks to 
me, telling me where to be, 
where to push opposition play- 
ers. He’s a world-class defend- 
er and I owe him a lot 1 feel Tm 
learning something every day.” 

By accident McAteer seems 
to have found his niche. “We’re 
getting a lot of chances from his 
crosses.” Evans said, "and he’s 
doing the defensive bit very 
well. The only problem was 
Rob Jones but he’s doing a job 
for us on the left even if it’s not 
bis preferred position.” 

Evans, McAteer acknowl- 


edges, has had a beneficial ef- 
fect on him just as Bruce Rloch, 
his erstwhile manager at 
Bolton, moulded him from a 
promising youngster to a Re- 
public of Ireland international. 
Rioch, he says, was a father fig- 
ure to him; his new boss is per- 
forming a similar function. 

“Roy Evans is more laid 
back," he said. “The difference 
is that Bruce, when he arrived 
at Bolton, had a lot more to do. 
He bad to start from scratch 
and lay the law down. He was 
stricter but he had to be to es- 
tablish principles. The gaffer 
has been here for years and he 
knows how this ship runs. 

“Both are determined men 
who want to win things. That’s 
the best quality I’ve seen in 
both of them. They have a dri- 
ve about them. Bruce would 
come down like a ton of bricks 
on anyone who stepped out of 
line but it’s the same here. 
We’re professionals after all 
and you're expected to be- 
have. When you are 35 you can 
drink as much as you wanL 
You've been given a chance 
now so why spoil it?” 

Leeds could spoil at least 
half of Liverpool's ambitions 
this season in the FA Cup 
sixth round at Elland Road to- 
morrow - just as they ham- 
pered the championship 
campaign by beating them 
there at the start of the season. 
Then the visitors were the bet- 
ter team but were shot down 
by a a dap of thunder known 
as lony Yeboah's right boot. 

McAteer. coming to an end 
of 18 months of transfer spec- 
ulation at Bolton, watched 
that match on television. “We 
were unlucky that night. We 
played well but were beaten by 
one piece of magic. Things 
have changed a lot since then. 
Liverpool's team is different 
and so is Leeds'. They looked 
good then but when they came 
to Anfield we beat them 5-0. 
We've not lost since.” 

The irony being that, had 
things turned out differently, 
McAteer could be playing for 
the opposition tomorrow. 
“Leeds enquired about me at 
one time," he said, “I think 
everyone stude their noses in at 
one point or other. But when it 
came to the crunch it was down 
to a choice between Black- 
bum, Arsenal and Liverpool. 

"The financial gain was nev- 
er an issue. When I was having 
talks I didn't even go in the 
room when the financial bit 
come out. it didn’t bother me 
at all. My heart said Liverpool 
but I had to think rationally and 
listen to Arsenal and Blackburn. 
Looking back though, it was al- 
ways going to be Liverpool.” 

With him it usually is. 


McAteer believes Liverpool can beat Leeds hi the Eft Cup at Elland Road tomorrow Photograph: Tony Marshall/Empi(» 


Caledonian wary of 
Rangers’ reputation 


Scottish football 


Caledonian Thistle, the Third 
Division dub from Inverness 
who are barely 18 months into 
their Scottish’ League history, 
face Rangers' star-studded team 
today for a place in the T&nnents 
Scottish Cup semi-finals 

The match, played at 
Dundee United's Tannadiee 
Park ground, is a tic which cap- 
mres ail the romance of the 
Cup, but Thistle's manager. 
Steve Paterson, a one-time 
Manchester United player, is 
fearful the love affair may tum 
sour. 

“At five to three I will be very 
apprehensive wondering what is 


going to happen," Paterson 
said. “My ideal would be to con- 
tain Rangers at least until half- 
time. I'd consider losing 1-0 as 
containing them." he said. 

Rangers will unleash Ally 
McCoist from the start but the 
new Danish striker Erik Bo An- 
dersen is ineligible. Richard 
Gough, Stuart McCall and Ian 
Ferguson are out injured but 
Alex Clcland is in the squad. 

In tomorrow's other quarter- 
final. Cup specialists Airdrie go 
to Aberdeen, the Coca-Cola 
Cup holders, Aberdeen have 
their captain. Stewart McKim- 
mie. out injured but Dean 
Wind ass and Duncan Shearer 
are added to Roy Aitken's 
squad. 


BV CUP F1FTH-ROIWD REPLAJf TEAM NEWS 


MtmbaDvNottnFbrMt 

Skipper Matoutt pla^ Ns 600th game 
for Tottenham, who ha*8 Simon cup- 
tied and Docsfl suspended. Striker 
Armstrong is again doubtful with an 
ankle injury so Slade is set do con- 
tinue m attack. Nottingham Forest ex- 
pect skipper Pearce to be fit despite 
suffering stiffness in Ins calf after re- 
turning In the Uefa Cup defeat by Bay- 
ern Munich. Manager CfarK cannot 
finalise hte side because Stone and 
Woan are nursing knee injunes. 
Copper (side) and Sitenzl (virus) are 
bath definite non- sraners. 

SIXTH ROUND 
CtafaMa v Wimbledon 
Spencer and Peacock wifi be hoping 
to win back their places from Space- 
man and Furlong as Chetsea bid to 
reach the semi-finals foe the second 
time' in three seasons. Stoker 
Hddsworth, a target for Chelsea ear- 
lier this season, has recovered from 
the bout of flu which, caused him to 
miss last week’s dress rehearsal at 
Selhurst Park but may have to settle . 
fora place on the substitutes' bench. 
FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 
Aston VBavQPR 
MJdfieMer Draper has recovered from 
an anWe injury so manager Little has 


to decide whether to recafl him or re- 
tain promising Scimeca. Stave and 
Taylor are almost certain to be miss- 
ing and Johnson is doubtful with a 
thigh strain. Snugging Rangsre. who 
lost to Leeds in midweek, are expected 
to recall experienced campaigner 
McDonald in place of Ready. Efevett 
returns after suspension . in place of 
ChalCs. 

Evarton v Coventry 

Hotfiger will make his Everton debut 
just two days after recerang a work 
permit. He will replace youngster 
O’Connor at right-back. Short takes 
over from hamstring victim Watson in 
defence and Amckacti is on stand- 
by in case Ferguson suffers reaction 
to a gon strain.CcNermy Wt-bacfc ar- 
rows faces a fitness race to face his 
oU club alter suffering a hamstring in- 
jury m Iasi week's 2-2 draw Against 
another of his former teams. West 
Ham. Another ex-Evertortan. rrwjfieW 
man Richardson, is missing through 
suspension. 

West Ham v Middlesbrough . . 

Brazilian Jumnho could be recalled by . 
MiddlesbrouiJi after returning from an 
Olympic qualifying tournament In At-, 
geno'na, and compatriot Branco may 


may mate Wsrflrtt start although -ha : 
still lacks, match -fitness. Stepper 
Pearson naura after a two-maachsus-, . 
pension, but central defender Vick- 
ers is ruled but by a calf strain: The 
best Dumttrpscu can hope for' is a 
place on the bench fbr West Ham af- 
ter finally being. ©anted a work per- 
mit. West Ham manager Redknapp 
Is Keeping everyone guessing about 
his starting line-up,. now that .he. has;, 
a large squad available fallowing the 
return , to fitness of Moncur and 
Breacker. - 
TOMORROW..; 

FA GUP SIXTH ROUND . 

Leeds v Liverpool 
Welsh international irwlfteWer Speed ' 
warns to return to Sction just two 
weeks after, sustaining --a cheek- ' 
bone injury Defensive duo Dorigo 
(hamstring) and Kelly (knee) face tote 
fitness tests. Manager Wifidnsbn wifi 
delay naming his side. Pemberton, fit 
again after a Three-month lay-olT; is 
urtftdy to be. risked as Leeds attempt 
■ to gp a step, nearer their second Vfern- . 
btey. final of. the season. Fowler will . 
be. hoping to press he England 
claims Jurmer- as- ln-fortn Liverpool 
attempt. to reach the' semifinals. 
Manager Evans ts hopeful that cen- ] 
ne-backWrtghtcan shrug off a gtiin . 
injury. . . : 


Malkin transfer on 
hold after medical 


Chris Malkin's £400,000 trans- 
fer from Milhvail to Charlton 
was put on hold last night after 
a routine medical. 

It is believed that an old in- 
jury led to Charlton, who had 
hoped to sign the 28-year-old 
striker in time to play in today's 
First Division derby with Mill- 
wall at The Valley, being advised 
to delay the deal. 

Derby County have paid 
£400,000 for Ben Dixon, the Lin- 
coln left-back. Birmingham, who 
had agreed a fee for Dixon and 
Matt Carbon, have abandoned 
their imerest in the latter. 

Fulham wfli have to wait to 
learn their punishment for their 
part in a fracas last November 
at Gillingham, which left one 


player with a. broken leg, 10 
booked and two sent off - one 
-by mistake, Gillingham and. 
Fulham were foand guilty of 
misconduct by the FA, but were 
cleared of a charge of failing to 
conlrol their players. Sentence 
was deferred Until next webk. . 

The Dutch midfielder 
Richard Sneekes has agreed, to 
leave Premiership stragglers 
Bolton and join Fust Division 
West Bromwich Albion. - 
The two chibs, both fighting 
relegation battles, settled on. a 
fee of around £400, 000 earlier 
in the week. After further talks 
with Albion yesterday, the play- 
er finally agreed and the deal 
J,’ toa rou- 
tine “ " 


TIM GLOVER i-V 

reports from Rabat 

When Phfltfp Price sat down to 
lunch at the Royal Dar EX 
. Kafam clubhouse yesterday he - 
was advised by-Peter ffedWom 
watch what he- ate. Price, a 
fad iwra Pontypridd, was- not 
about to plump for the sheep’s 
eyes and in any case he needs 
no arKice from HedWom cm 
setf-piwwvat&m. ' 

Price was in the running in a 
tournament in Son City. South 
Africa last month - lying fourth, 
three shots off the lead - when 
he was confined - to bed with 
food poisoning,' Yesterday he 
had the stomach for the formi- 
dable course here, scoring bS in 
the second Totmd of the 
Moroccan Open and at the 
halfway stage he has only Hcd- 
blom In front eff him. * 

. W Me Sevc Satiesteror 
marked his return to champi- 
onship golf after a five-month 
break with a display that sug- 
gested his sabbatical was not 
long enough, Hedblom opened 
up a useful lead. He shot 67 and, 

Price aparL nobody could live 
with him. In the context of the 
scoring, HedWom seems to have 
been playing a different. course 
to the rest. Hedblom is at nine 
under par, Price five under and 
ulated leaderboard 


As I watch his gangly frame lollop around the pitch like a 
neglected donkey, I catch myself having sinful thoughts 


When the Sainm go marching 
in to Old Trafford on Monday 
night, form will not be on their 
side. They have not won a sin- 
gle trophy for two decades, 
nor (according to most pundhs), 

do they stand a Matt in hell's 
chance of winning. Whai may 
favour them are the omens, and 
hopefully the Gods. (How 
could they fail to against the 
Red Devils?). 

Saints were the Iasi learn lo 
beat Manchester United in an 
FA Cup tie al Old Trafford and 
2(i years ago, on a glorious May 
afternoon, they were also the 
Second Division underdogs 
who stormed Wembley to beat 
United in the final. 

1 remember ii clearly. Ji was 
the best game I’d seen up un- 
til lhai point. I was six, and it 
was on the telly, and my dad was 


somewhere behind the Royal 
Box. I sat at home looking for 
his yellow and blue hat. and on 
Monday, Saints will be wearing 
yellow and blue again. The yel- 
low and blue will remind me of 
Bobby Siokes' goal lhal won the 
cup. and of the scarves and flags 
lining the streets as the double- 
decker brought us back that cup 
the next day. 

Those were the days of 
Channon and Balt Peach and 
Holmes, Osgood and Wells 
and Bowyer. In the years to 
come, I would sec the 
Southampton pages of my Fi- 
garini Panini sticker album 
graced too by the likes of Kevin 
Keegan. Peter Shilton. Jimmy 
Case. Frank Worthington and 
Joe Jordan. 

We've always realised the val- 
ue of the elderly at The Dell. 


FAN’S EYE VIEW 
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Southampton 

Nicky Harris 


but it s also been a breeding 
ground, a nurturing centre, a 
place where latent flourishes be- 
fore the cash comes in and 
steals it away. Alan Shearer, for 
example, and Tim Flowers, 
Mark Wright. Neil Ruddock, 
the Wallace brothers, Geoff 
Kenna. Andy Townsend. Den- 
nis Wise, Paul Rideout (last 
year's Cup- winning goa/scorer, 
incidentally). 

And then, of course, there’s 
a certain man from Jersey 
called Le Tissier. The man 
who has Lhe crowds bowing 


down to him at corners. The 
man who inspires the name 
“Le God - on hundreds of No 
7 shirts every Saturday. And 
the man who. increasingly, is 
frustrating the hell out of all 
of us. 

Matty is, without doubt one 
of the finest playmakers and 
goal scorers in the country. On 
his day. And. in these days 
where money is more than 
loyalty, no player deserves 
higher praise for sticking with 
his highly unfashionable, 
perennial!}’ relegation-battling 


club. Grear respect to him for 
that. 

But (and I'm on blasphe- 
mous territory here), our de- 
ification of the lad has perhaps 
done him no favours. The ado- 
ration, the total security of 
devotion regardless of perfor- 
mance. The pressure. 

Sometimes, as l watch, his 
gangly frame lollop around the 
pitch like a neglected donkey, 
I catch myself having sinful 
thoughts. I compose myself, 
trust that one day the talent will 
start to flow unabated, and I 
keep my unholy thoughts to my- 
self. Then I hear someone be- 
hind me shout “Oi Matty, do 
something. Don’t just lollop 
around the pitch like a ne- 
glected donkey." 

It's there. The doubt. The fear. 
The terrible possibility that heU 


□ever make the England team 
and score the winning goal in the 
World Cup final. Maybe on 
Monday he could dispel all that 
with a couple of flicks of genius 
and send us to the semis. 

Glory 4s not something we 
Saints fans are especially used 
to. I, for one, don’t have a ma- 
jor triumph as my finest 
Southampton footballing mem- 
ory. That honour goes to a 2-0 
home win against - Aston Villa 
in 1993. for no reasons other 
than it was a sunny day, a good 
match, and we woruNot much 
perhaps, if you’re a Manches- 
ter United fan, but that's what 
it’s all about for me. ' 

I can rely on the Saints to be 
unpredictable. To lose at home 
against the odds, lb wm at times 
when they have no right to. And 
to take the.EA Cup.by the scruff 


of its neck and contest each 
round with Lhe passion of... 
well, of a nondescript mid- 
table encounter, probably. 

And that’s what supporting 
Saints is like. I can’t help it, it’s 
hereditary. lye. only ever lived 
in Southampton for throe 
months in my life. I used my 
dad’s season ticket five times 
last season (not bad consider- 
ing I was living in Japian at the 
time.) Eve only used it four 
times this season, but then 
Glasgow's a long way to travel 
from too. . .. . 

But HI be watching on Mon.-, 
day. In aptib, <m the telly, think- 
ing of *76 and thinking “Yeah, 
maybe we could do it this year." 
Maybe. My dad, a lifelong sup- 
porter, died last Monday -and 
he wfli be with the Samts bn 
Monday nighL . "IV. 


ft completed by Alexander _Ce- 
jka. the ^fa^aMasterecha^^pi- 
oh, who is cm three under and 
Santiago Luna on two under. 

The only thing that can be said 
in mitigation for Ballesteros, 
who finished at 13 over par with 
rounds .of 78. and 79, is that it 
rained on. his parade but by 
then, the wheels had come off hrs 
Boat. If he wasn’t in the trees, he 
was .in the water andff he wasn’t 
in the water, hewas in a bunker. 
Ballesteros, is not just hitting it 
all over file souk , blit this 
marathon course has also cruel- 
ly exposed frs lack of pow^ 
of tfmrn g. At the ninth, for ex- 
ample, a par three of 189 yards 
to an island green, he came up 
five yards short of terra firma and 
his ball was sleeping with the fish- 
es. After taking a penalty drqjf; 
he rccorded a double bogey five 
to add to a sequence of 63,5,5. 

. fl-Tjave no confidence" he 
said for the umpteenth time this 
week. “The ball was coming off 
the toe of the club or the heel. 

1 can't find the middle: It may 
take a few weeks, it may take 
months." I don’t know. Patience 
is .not my strongest point.” He 
went to the turn in 43 and came 
back in.36. “My goal," be said 
“was to break 8ft That's the pos- 
itive flung-"- Ballesteros,, who p 
missed the halfway cut by a mile, 
took the.road out of Morocco 
and'- haded straight for the 
practice ground in Dubai where 
he willplay in the Desert Clas- 
sic next week. “I would Uke to 
apologise (o the people of Mo- 
rocco,” he said.“This is one of 
the best courses in the world" 
Hedblom, the son of a gplf 
professional from Gavle, had a 
brilliant finish with five birdies in 
the last six holes. At the 15th he 
hooked his drivebut his ball re- 
bounded from a tree on to the 
fairway, from where he hit a 
3^iron nearly 200 yards to with- 
in "five ;feet. of Che flag and 
emerged wftha birdie three. That 
seemed to give the Swede the 
taste and he came home in 31. 

; Hedblom, twice a runner-up 
bn- the European Tbur, has nev- 
er led at the halfway stage. Last 
season his progress was 
-peded when his friends deriv- 
ed to celebrate his 25th birthday 
in somewhat unorthodox fash- 
ion. They put a bfindfokf on him 
and led him into a boxing, ring 
where he had to go three 
rounds with a Swedish charm 
pion. Then he had.to walk 
home wearing tbefufl regalia of 
a- fireman's" uni f orm including 
oxygen mask. This, apparently 
is considered a fun mghr out in 
Gayle. Hedblom bruised, a rib 
and then caught pneumonia. - 
. “Fin not afraid of getting far 
jured," said Hedblom, who used 
to play ice hockey. “I like to do 
things. You have to have Giil To- 
morrow you could get hit by a 
car.' Life' s too short.” • 

Tan Woosnam, wire would 
probably sympathise with such 
a phflo&ophy, holed a 60-yard 
wedge shot reran eagle three at 
the eighth in a round of 73. 
Woosnam, the leader of the 
OrderofMerit after winning the 
first two events of the seasoo, the 
Johnnie Whiter Classic and The 
Heine ken Classic, is at one oyer 
par on 145.1tis not exadlya scai- 
tiHating scene fait Ballesteros 
would nave happily settled for it. 

WWOCCMJ OPtoi (Rabst] (Gfl or M ofess 
*W«^lSSPHMMam(S«wl6867. 13SP 
f 1 *® 2.1 <58. 1A1 A Cefn (Get) 70 71. iM S 
lire (So) 73 69. 14s j IftitewTO 
gWHjw 71; R Goosen ISA) TlTAP 
a R Aidefl ea 74,‘TJMWSBW. 
(BmIft7073;PHan1i«»fl. 7271;TEl»eJwi. 
ffp M 60; W Westner (S*> 7J 72; M Tunmcto 
71 7Z 144 ACttsorr 11 72^S Bcnairter » 
P XfflKJc n SB: M Fiay (m 69 -M 
MoutovJ 71 7a £45 HP Ttwil fGeri 7S 7<kP 
CSKte 72 73; I Wocoiwn 72 73; A 

?4!MQnrtwg&«ei 7670; OAttus- 
se* 74 71; (XRoeraife) 70 7S; S Ormauna 
22,2 73 s *ms» (Mn) 75 TO. 146 R Cote 
70 72 74; H Howiey 72 74rP 

N)JW 73.73; D J RusseS 72 Mj Q i Brand 73 
- 73;* Botfft iHL7& 7ft S.tiiin«!S 73 73; £ 

RtHMB(Aro 72 74.cn, cm it: miucrom 
(Sp) 75 73. 15T S BsfcateWi ISCV 78 79. ' 
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screen the figures can 
nort considerably more 


run, shoot, slide tackle, head, pass, 
than the average Premiership player 


As asuioxaoiis ft wasdifficuk to hW 
down. ; Tfevor Sinclair. ; the QPR 
winger' this summer destined to be 
the most sought-after property in 
British football, -a player of pace,' 
power and skfllyfrieal star' at pre- ' 
sent marooned in a team with all the 
glittering future of the Titanic, was 
available for an exdusivc interview. 
What an opportunity to ask those 
- important questions such as: do Ray 
Wilkins' half-time team talks always 
contain .the words “absolutely, 
‘Devon'’? Or has the player yet in- 
vestigated the property market in the" 
Soom Mancfa ester stockbroker belt? 
Or, since we were promised an 
hom together, could he list the ways 
he missed having Les Ferdinand as 
a colleague? • 

• ; Unfortunately word also came 
from his personal manager that 
Trevor was available for interview bn 


■ one condition: he was asked ques- 
tions about the Virtua Soccer com- 
puter game he ispromoting and 
nothing else. No QPR, do rdegaiion. 
'. no tra nsfer speculation. But 3-D 
computer football games with sur- 
round-sound and built-in commen- 
tary by Barry Davies, be bur guest. 
"■ Sinclair arrived bang on time for 
his appearance at the HMV su- 
perstore on London's Oxford 
Street, ready to lake on all-comers 
at the mjcrodiip generation's update 
of Subbuteo. Dressed head to toe 
ip Reebok (he has a modelling deal 
with Top Manj but it does not in- 
clude the supply of clothing, some- 
thing which, oddly, did not seem to 
distress him) be came accompanied 


by his girlfriend (also dad entirely 
in Reebok, save for virulent green 
nail varnish). Slipping into HMVs 
hospitality room, he revealed 


a life-long liking for record stores. 

- “I do a lot of mixing of records at 
home, mainly US Garage stuff,” he 
said “Damp - Dicbio Jhis QPR team- 
mate] he's a class DJ. He does it a 
lot, but being a footballer holds him 
back.” Particularly as he's at QPR? 

“No comment. 5 ' Sinclair, smiling 
at the approach, said he liked com- 
puter games, too. 

T love Mortal Kombal III." he 
said. -There's some mad moves on 
that, fatalities, decapitations, may- 
hem.” A hit like the Loftus Road 
dressing-room, then, after that de- 
feat against Leeds on Wednesday 
night? 

“No commentTAfter the intro- 
ductions were made, the star was led 


Jim White 



ON SATURDAY 


out on to the shop floor, where a 
crowd of cheery we ll-wishers (main- 


ly girls) lined up with their autograph 
books. A bigger crowd, it could be 


said, than QPR will get in the End- 
sleigh League? 

“Ho. ho,” Trevor smiled wearily. 
“Funny’ guy.” In one corner of die 
shop's computer games' section, 
the main attraction stood in front of 
a giant television screen on which 


the astonishingly realistic 3-D pat- 
terns of Vinua Soccer were pro- 
" jetted. .Around the screen, to make 
him feel at home, were a dozen tele- 
visions. each showing the video 
■ QPR's Greatest Moments". Thus 
as Trevor look the controls of the 
game he could be comforted by 
watching Les Ferdinand scoring, 
against Sputa, followed by Les Fer- 
dinand scoring against Vi'esl Ham. 
followed by QPR Goal of the Sea- 
son 1994-95: scored against Man- 
chester United by Les Ferdinand. A 
• nostalgic sight, seeing a QPR goal, 
then? 

"No comment.” 

One of the features of Vinua Soc- 
cer. HMVs public relations man 
toid us. is that it allows you to pick 
which team you want 10 be. Thus 
Trevor could choose to play with any 
club he fancied. Which would it be? 


“They're all international teams,” 
the PR man said. "Top 39 countries 
on Fifa ratings, plus Wales.” 

But which colour strip would 
Trevor like to play in? Red and white, 
perhaps? Black and while stripes? 
Blue and white quarters? 
“I'll be Brazil." The player controls 
his team via a hand-set with a mind- 
boggling array of buttons and arrows, 
requiring a typist’s dexterity to ma- 
flipu]a!e.”On screen die figures (com- 
puter-generated versions of Andy 
Simon. Graham Hyde and Chris 
Woods) can run. shoot, jump, slide 
tackle, head. pass, dispatch 40-yard 
chips to the feet of a colleague, in 
short considerably more than the av- 
erage Premiership player. Although 
nothing like as alert with his thumbs 
as with his feet. Sinclair's Brazil were 
soon encamped in my Republic of 
Ireland's halt Problem’was, their con- 


troller had yet to work out how to 
shoot on target. Eighteen times in the 
first half Brazilian strikers were 
clean through, only to miss by yards. 
BeUcr. though, ihun Ireland's sole at- 
tack in which Niall Quinn, finding 
himself alone on the penalty spot, 
contrived to kick the ball out Tor a 
throw-in fa very realistic game this j. 
Midway through the second half, it 
was all Brazil, but still no goals. A fa- 
miliar feeling, that Trevor? 

“Yeah, man.'' he sighed. “You’re 
not wrong there.” 

With seconds to go. however, with 
Ihc crowd assuming a goalless bore- 
draw, the Brazilian manager sud- 
denly mastered his controls and 
dispatched a stunning solo winner. 
Could be a sign. that. Humiliation 
ean be avoided, even if the pundits 
have all but given up hope. 

“No comment."' 
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’ England 


Rugby union 

STEVE BALE 


After lavidimgsuch praise on the 
En gland players whodeprived 
Scotland of the Grand Slam, 
Jade Rowell could scarcely do 
"other than be did yesterday by 
reselecting them en bloc farlhe 
Triple Crown game against Ires 
landnexf Saturday. 

By the Fngifch standards of 
this season, this is precious sta- 
bility, though the manager is 
bound to have had a contingency 
plan lest Jason Leonard's career 
as his country's most-capped 
prop had been intenuptedby the 
disciplinary hearing on Wednes- 
day that cleared him to play.' 

. Only Leonard Knows 
whether or not be reaHy in- 
tended to take obtRobWain- 
wright, the Scotland captain, at 
Murrayfield last Saturday but 
the Scots are in no doubt and. 
the unfortunate ^hinwright is 
now taking the. three-week 


break that is obligatory for 
those concussed. 

Leonard wifi extend his per- 
sonal record to 49 caps at Twick- 
enham. The upshot of his citing 
- which was dealt with by Mar- 
cel Martin, of France, because 
the match commissioner, his 
compatriot Jacty Laura ns, was 
unavailable andMartin was in 
London anyway - is twofold. 

First, the Rugby Football 
Union, which has sometimes 
been known unfiaterafiy to sus- 
pend its own players for foul play 
and indeed a couple ofmontlis 
ago was in correspondence with 
the French about Richard 
Dourthe after England played 
France, had better not claim any 
moral high ground. Second, we 
can be sure that opponents wifi 
henceforth be closely scrutinis- 
ing matches for any undetected 
Scottish malfeasance. . 

Rowell's choke was directly 
related to the unchanged team’s 
Murrayfield catharsis. “Everyone 
in the nm-up to the game knew 


Londoners renew 


league campaign 


It may have been overlooked 
amid the tumult of. the Five 
Nations' Championship but we 
are approaching the business 
end of the dub season as well 
and when Wasps play_ Harle- 
quins in today’s only First 
Division fixture - the first in 
league or cup 3t Sudbury for 18 
profitless weeks - business is 
indeed the operative word, 
writes Steve Bale. 

In the case of the premier Lon- 
don chits, the business specifi- 
cally concerns entry into 
European competition next sea- 
son which for some will be 
essentia] m affording, the- new 
profe ssionalis m. Quins lie third 
and would need asharp loss of 
form to miss out; Wisps have 
slipped to a more precariousftfitL 

Talk of form, however, is at 
best precise, the league season 
having been hopelessly frag- 
mented by the Five Nations. 
Wasps’ captain, Lawrence 
Dallaglio, has been claimed by 
England pre-Test training, as 
have the captains of Quins and 
England, Jason Leonard and 
Will Carting, but the recent 


Ireland captain, Jim Staples, is 
chosen for Quins after re- 
covering from concussion. 

. Tbe Llewellyns of Neath wfll 
have a particular interest in 
there proceeding Earlier in the 
season Gareth signed for Whsps 
before later choosing Harle- 
: quins. Yesterday, Wisps re- 
vealed that his elder brother 
Glyn, also a lock and capped 
nine times in 1990 and was 
. coming to Sudbury instead. 

Neither club has enough 
England involvement to dodge 
today's metropolitan issue. But 
Bath and Leicester have cited 
regulations - three or more 
England absentees in order to 
have - their games against 
Gloucester and Sale respec- 


Noithamptou against Wake- 
field m the Second Division. 

This is also the weekend of 
the semi-finals of the County 
Championship. Warwickshire, 


the holders^ play. Lancashire, 
champions Id times, at Preston 
today, with Surrey against 
Gloucestershire to follow at 
briber Court tomorrow. 


Brazilians cling on for victory 


Claudio Cardoso and Bederico 
Monierio shrugged aside what 
they regarded as a South African 
attempt to sabotage their 

Hobie Cal 16 WoiM^sjiipi- 

onsfrips yesterday, writes Stuart 
Alexander from Dubai. 

The Brazilian pair thought 
they "had been, deliberately 
blocked in the first race by a 
South African crew out of the 
medal contention.' But the South 
-African leaders, ■ William and 
Lucinda Edwards slipped to fin- 
ish second. Ekitain's Matthew Ee- 
-lesandFMipHDyard were 45th. 


The e limina tion of Lawrie 
Smith and crew Chris Mason by 
Glyn Charles and George Sk- 
oudas in the trial to find 
Britain's representative in the 
Star class at the Ofympics this 
summer was emphatic. Charles, 
who failed to win thfc Olympic 
slot in his first choice, the three- 
man Soling, bad better boat 
speed in most conditions, even 
the light, where Smith thought 
he may have an edge. “This was 
no fluke result, nor wash againsr 
the run of play” Rod Care, the 
Olympic team manager, said. 

HOBIE CUT IB WOWJ>, CH*MW ONSWP» 
m ij) Rnjri ftondrica; 1 C CscIosd anO F Moo- 

££S£e&75pis a w ! art 1 tSfi) 64 * 

3 A woStf ard D Syfvemr (A*) 68. «fc 4S M 
EaH9 ond P Hfewid 241. 


Henman has a lucky break 


Tennis 




Tim Henman reached the semi- 
finals of themen's.indpor tour- 
nament in Rotterdam yesterday 
after Pete Sampras ■withdrew 
through injury. •• 

..^Smpras. the world No 1 
who was due to face th£ British 
national champion kt yester- 
day's quarter-finals, announced 
his withdrawal after Injuring his 
ankle during iris second- re trad 
victory over Jakob Hlasek of 
Switzerland. . 

It was the third disappoint- 
ment for the toinnaiDenL or- 
ganisers after the Qerinan pair, 


Boris Becker and Michael Such, 
had pulled out because of Alness, 
and injury respectively before 
Monday s start. Stfch, who has 
onlv just returned after a seri- 
ous ankle problem, faces an- 


other 10-week lay-off after 
suzgety 00 a chipped bone in his 


left foot in Munich yesterday. 

Goran Ivanisevic, the Croat 
who has recently won three 
tournaments after winning only 
one in 1995 - the last major 
event of the season, the Grand 
Slam Cup - reached the semi- 
finals after serving 18 aces m a 
7-5, -6-2 victory over Martin 
Datum, of the Czech Republic 


h was a happy experience.'* the 
manager said “The English 
team played with great collective 
fervour against the odds and the 
group shouldn’t be tampered 
with in any way. If there were any 
possibilities in any position, they 
were ignored.” 

No such luxury for Wales, 
whose Dublin misadventure has 
shattered the notion -which now 
looks more like pretension- that 
their improvement was such 
that it was only a matter of time 
before the breakthrough of a vic- 
tory. Should France win in 
Cardiff next Saturday, it will be 
tbe first time the Welsh have 
been whitewashed in successive 


seasons. 

Thus the team who had gone 
through three matches, all de- 
feats, was yesterday changed in 
three aspects, most notably Neil 
Je nkins 's recall instead of Arwel 
Thomas, who spent most of the 
Ireland match in a dare. Jenkins 
will exceed Cliff Morgan's 
record for a Wfelsh outside-half 
with a 30th cap in the position 
oubof a total of 39. 

. .“Wfe need to cut out basic, un- 
forced errors and show belter 
control "and decision-making,” 
Kevin Bowring, the Wales 
coach, said - making a general 
point that could be applied 
specifically to Thomas. “We 
are creating lots of chances but 
we need a more physical edge 
-to our game and quicker sup- 
port from tbe forwards." 

The “physical edge” will be 
provided not only by Jenkins but 
also by the Gareth Thomas, who 
has displaced Wayne Proctor on 
the left wing. As for the for- 
wards, the return of Christian 
Loader at prop, who has been 
absent with a knee injury for 
most of the past four months, 
for his third cap in place of An- 
drew Lewis has more to do with 
trying to shore a suspect scrum 
than with “quicker support”. 

BULMO t* Maud, TWchMdnm, IB StanJ* 
M Cott J SMChtbofcwi (Bath.. W Cprtng 
(Hariequins, captl, J Quuott (Bah). R Itadai* 
wood (Lefcesfirt; P Gnomon, M Dawson 
(Nort to mpMol; 0 Bowntrea ILacestafl. M Rs- 
gan (BrtstoO, JteonaftTtHartequnsl. HI John* 
son (LNCHter). G firebar (Breton. B aorta 
(Bath), D Rjchante (Leicester), L DaSaclio 
IWfesps). RaptBCMBBKts: J Canard. P da 
GtanwBto (Bath). K Bracken (Bristol), V lAofJu, 
G Dawn (Batti). T Rodbcr (Nortftampron)- 


WILES (V Franco, Cardiff, 16 Murti): J 
Thomas; I Evans (UaneVit, L Davies (Neath), 
N Dowlas (Uaneffi). G Thomas (Bndgendj; N 
Jenidns IPonijiptlddV R Hrwrtey (Bndgend); C 
Loader (Swansea), I Ifcmqilmys (CsnUL capo, 
J Davtas. G 0 UenMOyn (Keathl. D Jones, E 
Lewis, H Tajlor (CareWh, G Janos iLlaneaii. 
Repfacnmonts: W Praetor aiarai). A Ihomas 
(Bnsion. A Moore. L Uusloa (CanSffj. G Jerdc- 
tas (Swansea). S VKUams (Neadi). 


Woes for final: ID Martov (Beta) 5.60m; 2a>T 
LobingBr taut. M SmHe iGert. P BocWmvow 
(B us). P Witten (Sws) fit 5.55; G N BucfcfeJd 
(GBI 535; 7 M Eittescn ©we) 5.55; 8* A tort- 


> CFO. C Swnuxiov tlsi) 5.55; ID I Moinero 
(SP) 555: 11 V Ctanyata# iBusi 5^15: 12 T 


Banhei (Nor) 5^5. Selected men's 6(kn Herts 
(Ibst two tn each heat plus two tas test loses 
to EemJ-flnafcj: Ftet heat: 1 C Papadas (Grt 
6.7250C 2 H Wvofa (fin) 6.74; 3 J Gardener 
(GB) 6.79: + L LevcratO (IQ 650; 5 P GaOan 
(Rusl 6JSCL Second Hoat 1 M Biume (Qen 
6.70; 1 K HSiams (GB) 6.72: 3 A Genwets 
(GO 6.73: 4 E SaeterStoHNor) 6.76: 5 M Lbv 


gp (It) 65ft 6 J Muscat (Malta) 7 36. fifth 
teat: 1 J Jntti 1GB) 6.72; 2 J Deww»B (Ged 
6.76; 2 A SOBtOOt llflsl 6.76; 4 1 Kisalt |Cz 
Rep) 6JB1: B R Oglu (Turk) 7.00. Seteoted 
men’s 400m boata flW due ki each tear pi* 
OW ftstsaJosersm saffrf-fhalsfc Sacood hoc j 
l k myatt (GB) 47.4L- 2 F Grass TO 

3 J Voehei tGei) 4755; 4 V ZaoojFv 
47.64. Third beab 1 D Ladejo (GR. 47.84; 2 
C S4va (PoO 48.03; 3 B 'Wavelet IFr» 48.07: 

4 B Eren iTuriO 49^11. 


BasketbaU 

NBA: Chmtoae 119 Dallas 105: Adama 83 
Cleveland 72 C3nc5§o 103 Deaort BK Den- 
ver 103 Prioanh 92; GoMen State £6 Has- 
ten 86; LA Lahers 102 Sactamvw 89. 


Bowls 

HOME INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(AucWnKrtW: Wetoe w ketomi 332-102 (Wa 
61*9 tosfr J Osenaaos H G Mccw 24-2U N 
Le^i NS Moran 24-10: wj to SWyfc 

15- 1* RWfeale btRMcCune 23-17; JPncatn 
S Maroon 27-17; Sfeestx R Baoeiaty 19-1& 
Woaan'g AS England Indoor Chamntonsttps 
(Southamptco) Staftes hhuHViMs; 5 Hand 
(Mow PaW bt D MtchS iCBirtoni 21- 13; J B*- 
er (South font) M B Brawn (Colchester! 21- 
14. Steves , fireft bf Baker 21-& 

UntnuUM pete caoiMIiisla: March (K meart. 
D Uleri U Dos (M HMard. C B*bt> 2&& 
Gedlne (A Parker. S Oder) m coj of Barnr«- 
ham (D Graen. Blew) 26-9. 


Cricket 


New South Walea 93 far 2 v Vtatoria. ftrfn 
SKWjetjptoy. Perth (flrel day of ftna); West- 
ern MstrsHa 224 (7 Moody 90) vTavnsm 75 
fcr 3 )M DWenuu Glnol. 


Cycling 

Britain's Chris Newton hekJ on to sec- 
ond place in Le Tour de Lan^kawl after 
the ei^Tth stage of tbe race yesterday. 



False start 


to Gardener’s 


title hopes 


Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 
reports from Stockholm 


Du’aine Ladejo wins his 400m heat In Stockholm yesterday Photograph: Allsport 


Terrestrial TV deal in doubt 


Next year’s World Cham- 
pionships may only be available 
on satellite television, writes 
Mike Rowbottom. A spokesman 
for the European Broadcasting 
Union - currently renegotiating 
its four-year contract with the 
International Amateur Athletic 
Federation on behalf of terres- 


trial TV companies - said yes- 
terday that the two sides were 


“miles apart". 

The opportunity appears to 
be openmg up for satellite and 
cable companies to secure inter- 
national athletics coverage. 

It may also mean top races be- 
ing subjected to the pay-per-view 
system being employed by 
BSkyB for the forthcoming 
Frank Bruno-Mike Tyson fighL. 
Earlier this week an alliance was 
announced between BSkyB and 
similar companies in Germany 
and France with a view to 


developing pay TV across 
Europe. 

The IAAF World Cross- 
Country Championships two 
weeks from now in Cape Town 
will go ahead without television 
coverage other than a deal 
agreed with the South African 
cable company, M Net. 

Bo Genlzl, "the Swedish rep- 
resentative for the EBU, 
warned that lime was running 
out for a new agreement Lo re- 
place the one which expired last 
year. 

“It is possible that next year's 
World Championships in Athens 
will not be on terrestrial televi- 
sion in Europe but will only be 
seen on pay-TV or by subscribers 
to cable or satellite channels," he 
said “Negotiations with the 
IAAF began a year ago and so 
far we have "not seen any 
progress. We ore miles apart.” 


After initially offering the 
same price they had paid for the 
last contract - S91m - the EBU 
has reduced its offer to a third 
of that, citing disappointing au- 
dience figures. The IAAF pres- 
ident. Primo Nehiolo, has asked 
for SI 50m. 

“We have gone down and 
they have gone up.” Genlzl 
said. “A lot of our big nations 
were saying that the cost was too 
high and that 91 million was a 
bad deal." 

“The European Athletic As- 
sociation has just signed its 
own four-year contract with 
the EBU for around 20 million 
Swiss francs to pul events such 
as the European Cham- 
pionships and European Cup on 
terrestrial television. 

“The EAA has a more real- 
istic opinion of the value of dif- 
ferent events.” Gentzl added. 


Jason Gardener, who entered 
these European Indoor Cham- 
pionships with real hope of win- 
ning ihe 60 metres title, failed to 
negotiate the first turn yesterday. 
Perhaps the 20-year-<>ld from 
Bath, who headeri the season’s 
European rankings going into 
this event, had templed provi- 
dence the day before when he 
had declared proudly that he had 
never had a false start in his life. 

It came yesterday. The sensi- 
tive blocks which form part of the 
new Seiko timing system regis- 
tered illegal movement on his 
part and knowing that a second 
infringement would cause him to 
be disqualified, he made such an 
inhibited start that he was unable 
to make up the lost ground. 

As he walked from the track, 
he looked at Verona Elder, the 
British team manager, and she 
looked at him and no words 
came from either. 

It was a cruel turn of events 
for a young man whose victory 
in the match against Russia two 
months ago - in the startlingly 
good time of 6-55sec - had un- 
avoidably established him as 
the latest contender to fill the gap 
that will appear in British sprint- 
ing once Linford Christie retires. 

Thai poisoned chalice was 
borne with dignity by the quietly 
spoken Gardener, as was yes- 
terday’s exit, which was con- 
firmed two heats later when the 
two places on offer to fastest 
losers were claimed by two 
other athletes. 

“I am very disappointed be- 
cause these were my first 


major championships,” he said. 
“The cuv next to me moved. 


“The guy next to me moved, 
causing me to move, and I felt 
I was a little unlucky to be 
called. But rules are rides and 
you can’t argue with them." 

He had, in fact, encountered 
the same system before when it 
was introduced at last sum- 
mer's World Championships. 
On that occasion, many runners 
complained that the equipment 
was overly sensitive, but 
Gardener, who ran the first leg 
of the sprint relay, did not 


experience any problems. Here 
he finished in a time of 6.79sec 
behind Charalambos Papadias. 
of Greece, and Harri Kivela, of 
Finland. 

“1 had to hold back in the re- 
ran and in the 60 metres you 
can't afford to do lhat. it just 
shows that because you are in 
good form it doesn't mean you 
are going to win." 

Earlie7 in the day the EAA 
technical delegate. Al Guy. had 
described this championship as 
“a galaxy in itself. In every 
galaxy a" star is born every 
minute." When Gardener's 
minute arrived yesterday, it 
turned into a black hole. 

There was no trauma for 
Du'aine Ladejo. Britain's de- 
fending 400m champion, who 
strolled through his first round 
in a time of 47.84scc. slowing 
dramatically over the final 100 
metres. 

Ladejo had criticised the 
tightness of the Globe Arena 
irack on Thursday, but his first 
experience of it was better than 
he had expected. “I got into a 
good rhythm." he said. “It fell 
good.” Ashraf Saber, of Itafy. 
who leads this season's European 
rankings with 46 Jbsec - 0.03 
faster than Ladejo -won his heat 
in 47 JO. But Ladejo did not ap- 
pear overly concerned. “If every- 
one else was here wc wouldn't 
be looking at him.” he said. 

Ashia Hansen safely reached 
today's triple jump final with a 
leap of 1432 metres, the second 
furthest of the day. It was a mai- 
ler of no small relief. In the last 
three major championships she 
has contested - the 1994 Euro- 
pean indoor and outdoor cham- 
pionship's, and last year's world 
indoors - Hansen has failed to 
qualiiy. A good omen, perhaps. 

Meanwhile. John Caine, the 
Nora race director in charge of 
last weekend's British world 
cross-country trials, has con- 
firmed that the course was at 
least 1.000 metres short. 

Robert Quinn, the Scottish 
champion who finished two 
places outside the first seven 
automatic qualifying positions, 
reacted angrily to the news. “If 
we had had another 1000 
metres I’m sure I would have 
picked up at least two places." 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Ireland's Richie McAuiey won the first 
phase of stage eight, covering the 68 
miles from Kuantan to Paka in north- 
east Malaysia in 2 hours 27 minutes 
35 seconds. 


dying campaign on 24 April wth an away 
match agaret Argentina. Peru, v.no las: 
reached the finals in 1982, are away 
To Ectrador on me seme day. 


Equestrianism 

Fifteen show jumping riders have the 
chance to prove their worth in the build- 
up to the Olympic Games when they 
compete on one of three tours chosen 


by the selection commirtee. the Olympic 
snort) tst wu be announced m June. 


short) tst wu be announced m June. 
BanSH SHOW JUMPING TEAMS IJorez. Sp) 
2B-28 Aprft. Oviedo fSp) 2-6 May, Lb Bwde 
(Fr) S-12 May): D Bowen. M Edgar. G Sar- 
.-aid, R Smith. M Wauon. (Madrid (Sp) 24- 
26 Mar. Lisbon (Pot) 30 May-2 June. 


Barcelona (Sp) 8-9 Junsk X Brrwv. j Fish- 
er. P Murphy, N SVeDon, T SlocJidale. (Htahr 
staad (GB) 30 May-2 June, St Gotten (Swtt) 
89 Juno, AmiMBi (Noth) 19-23 June or Mod- 


em (R) 2(K!3 Juneh G Bd Ins on, W Fun- 
nel. 0 Lampard. J and M Whitaker. 


Football 

Huddersfield have signed Crewe’s out- 
crf-contract tearing scois; Rob Edwards, 
for £150.000. 

The final Premiership games of the sea- 
son have once again been moved back 
24 hours to aHow live television cover- 
age. The games due to be played on 
Saturday 4 May will be played on Sun- 
day 5 May, wrth afl the matches kick- 
ing off at 4pm. 

Illness will force Nat Ixrtthouse to miss 


Golf 

PGA Tour rookie Tim Herron equalled 
me course record at Eage Trace on his 
way to a two- stroke lead after the first 
round of the Honda Oassc ar Carol 
Springs, Florida. Lee Rinker had a bo- 
gey on ms final hole :o finish second 
with an eight-unde: 64 ana Scot: Ver- 
plank was third at 65. 

HONDA CLASSIC (Corel Springs. Florida) 
First-round scores (US antes* stated): 62 
T Herron. 84 L Putter. 65 S Verpla/Mt. 66 
N Pnce i2mi. G7 M Cdfcavcccna: F Lanc- 
nam. DToms. 68 P Burte: M Camp&cii iNS»; 
J Magee; B hennmaer: 0 Brwne: 5 Rmioui 
;Au5i: C Hymen U Bnsnv; E Tennyson. 69 
P Blackman M Barton; T Tolies. ; Manaf- 
fey. B Paoe-C M KcCumaen H Sasafc: 
(Japan); 0 Claan M Braaia,; J Cook; K Fer- 
gus: R Cochran: A Doyle; J Wiiigmson. 70 
S Lvie iGBl. D Frost <SAi; G Norman iAusj; 
L Parsons lAusi; n KripatfO <GE'. Selected: 
77 N Faldo iGBi 

TOKEN CORPORATION CUP TOURNAMENT 
(Kodoin, Kyushu, Japan) tearing secoori- 
rouixf scores (Japan unless staled): 137 

P Senior |Ausi 72 65, D Ism (US) 70 67. 138 
E Mcpgucfu 59 6$ 129 Y Terawjwa 71 68; 
B J0W lUSi 69 70. 140 Z r.'.oe iBun 72 68: 
T Manama 69 71: '* 7omon 6S 72. 


AUSTRALIAN PGA SENIORS (Canberra. Aus) 
Loading second-round scores: 1(1 L Trevi- 
no 'US' 72-69. 142 T Gate lAuSi 70-72; Koirtr 
Tsiaiiioolc. (Japan! 73-89. 148 E EuwiTi (Au&> 
74-74 ; p H aaaano jAiei 72-76: N ft atc aHe iAuw 
73-75. 149 B Devlai (Ausi 75-74. 150 B Duitt 
i Aus, 77-73. 158 T Berber CJSi 78-78. ' 


Ice hockey 

WU Bowsi 4 wriaanoers 3: Pnuburpi 50r- 
raws 1; Tampa Bai 5 NV Rangers 2; Caieiry 
4 St Louis 3; LVnrureE 5 Florida 3. 


Rugby League 

Hull have signed the Papua New Guinea 
centre. Marcus Bai, and Vamngton are 
negiiianng with Carlisle for me New 
Zealander, Richard Henare. 


union squad but dropped from other 
sports. Mandela was responding to the 
recommendation of a six-member com- 
mission of spons figures to scrap the 
apartheid-era symbol because it rep- 
resented racial division. 

WALES A (v France A. Newport. 15 
March): R Jones (Hewni; S HU iCartiffi. 
M Tajrtor iSwanseal. J Funned (Neaini. G 
Evans (Uar>eili.<A Davies (Cardiff, capo. P 
John [Pon:yprftJdi;A Lewis iCaidiffi. B 
WBHoms iNoaiM, S John (Uanellil. M Voyte 
iNowpon). P Arnold (Sv^ansea). A Gibbs 
iNewtontJjsgi. S Davies (Sronsea), V Davios 
(Coranfi. Reptacements: S Connor (Auer 
iiHeijii. N Boobyor lUOfKflu. P Horgan 
iNeamt. L A taming iBndg/snai, R MeBryOe 
(LianeBi). M Workman (Nowponi. 


MEN'S WORLD INDOOR TOURNAMENT 
(R omutlm ) Second round: v Kafchrivi'v iRusi 
di J Etongh (Neftii 6-4 6-2 Quarter-finals: 
G NanMilc (Crwi or M Danm iCr B«<i 7-5 
6-2; T Henman iGBi iv’o P Eamprei 'US' vr 
MEXICAN OPEN (Mexico City) Second 
round: T Muner lAuij m L LcsoiArg) 7-C6-;. 
F Lteliceni (Bfj W B Sheiion (USi 6-2 €—1- A 
Hemandu iT.ie>J bl F Moni'Ua i5pi 6-2 7-5. 


|i%aiVDEPEWDE]NT| 


Tennis 


Rugby Union 

President Nelson Mandela says the 
Spnr-gwh emblem should be kept for 
South Africa's world champion rugby 


FRANXUN TENH>LEION classic (Scottsdale. 
Arizona) Second round: S EOberg >Swel KT 
Mann (USi 7-5 6-2; A Costa iSoi tr. j BunTio 
(Sp! E-3 6-3; M Pus iCIvlei H D Nestor (Can) 
7-6 4 -6- 7 -6: S Snte (Ausi wO M Larascn 
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to find the best snow! 
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clear nuirW dear 
dear mamty (tear 
Clear rnain^- dear 
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wfwre from -r.tr 1(0 Kf-Dns in lun.pe 
und North Ameriu b\- phono >x fax. 
(For 2 fax report please' use .1 phone 
attadied in vour ta» machmei. 


a special memorial senace today when 
Bofton 1 remember the 33 people who 
died when a crush bainer gave way dur- 
ing an FA Cup-tie with Stoke 50 yeans 
ggj to the day. Sir Stanley Matthews, 
who played for Stoke on that tiagjc day 
In 1646. will be present. 

John Sumdfie, the veteran keeper, has 
joined the Scottish Second Division side 
Queen of the Sarii until the end of the . 
season. But ore 44-year-old, whose ca- 
reer began won Worungion in 1968- 
69. wrfl continue in his role as coach 
at Prermership leaders NewcasBe. 
Bofivia contjnued their impressvewaim- 
up for Ore World Cup qualifiers by beat- 
ing Peru 2-0 in a friendly on Thursday 
with MHton Coimbra, who was making 
his international debut, scoring both 
g?als. EWivia betfn dretr Wald Cup qued- 
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The amount in dollars 
(£l.lm) that the 80,000 
crowd at tomorrow's 
Rome derby between Mi- 
lan and Iritemazionale at 
the San Sira stadium will 
generate in gate receipts. 
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Jones on 

collision 

course 


GUY HODGSON 

A There is no pay-per- 
f'-B iiP* ) view. vei. for the quar- 
ier-tlnais of the FA Cup 
which dtH^ not mean 
‘■■msg* the Iasi four allowed lo 
dream of twin towersv.il! not he 
decided without cost. On what 
should be a showpiece day for 
football's glamour competition 
the action is diluted to quarter 
strength. 

At'mosl only one semi-final- 
isl will be discovered today and 
while the weather has been re- 
sponsible for Tottenham Hot- 
spur and Nottingham Forest 
having to play out the dregs ol 
the fifth round. the chief culprit 
for the lack of action, as ever, 
is television. 

The lie of the round, Leeds 
United versus Liverpool, is 
played tomorrow while Man- 
chester United do not meet 
Southampton until Monday 
night which means the only- 
quarter-final today will be 
Chelsea against Wimbledon. 
The words short and changed 
come to mind for some reason. 

Wimbledon were quoied as 
20/1 for the Cup yesterday 
which represents good value as 
they won at Chelsea in the Pre- 
miership earlier this season 
and caused them considerable 
problems in the dress rehearsal 
at Selhurst Park last week. It is 
a measure of the confidence 
running Lhrough the visitors 
that Dean Holdsworth. their top 
scorer in the League, will prob- 
ably be on the bench after re- 
covering from flu. 

There is also the potentially 
explosive mixture of Chelsea's. 
Ruud Gullit and Wimbledon’s 
Vuinie Jones on the same pitch 
which passed without incident 
last week but is unlikely to do so 
for two matches running. Jones, 
it should be remembered, was 
sent off for fouling the Dutch- 
man earlier in the season and 
then was fined for making 
dcrocatorv remarks about him. 

At White Hart Lane, the 
identity of the team to play host 
to Aston Villa in the sixth round 
on Wednesday could rest on the 
fitness of Noitinsham Forest's 


Stuart Pearce and Tottenham's 
Chris .Armstrong. The former 
has a sore calf, the latter an an- 
kle injury. . 

Pearce made his comeback in 
Tuesday’s Uefa Cup quarter-fi- 
nal against Bayern Munich af- 
ter ratssinc eicht matches with 
a calf strain and although he was 
limping through the final stages 
of the game, he has shown a 
great improvement over the 
last 4$ hours. 

Gerry Francis, the Spurs man- 
ager. would certainly prefer it if 
he did not play. "Stuart obviously 
means so much to them," he 
said. ''That's why they shoved 
him straight back in. as soon as 
he physically could, for a big 
match like that one in Munich. 

If Leeds had a choice they 
would probably rather face Liv- 
erpiwl without Stan CoUyrnore. 
particularly as the £S-5m strik- 
er has a slight grudge to exorcise 
at Ell and Road. When Lhe clubs 
met in August he had to be car- 
ried off after a foul that should 
have yielded a penalty. To add 
insult to injury Tony Yeboah lat- 
er wort that game with an ex- 
plosion of a shot from 25 yards. 

Steve McManaman. Liver- 
pool's midfield player, agreed 
that result still rankled even if 
a 5-0 win in the return at An- 
field was adequate revenge. 
“We're playing very’ well and 
we're confident where ever we 
go," he said. "Everyone's en- 
joying themselves and the hvo 
up front can’t slop scoring so I 
don’t see why we can't win." 
One of the striking duo, of 
course, is CoUyrnore. 

While attention is on the 
Cup Lhere is a significant day in 
the Premiership where strug- 
gling Middlesbrough- Coventry 
and Queen's Park Rangers will 
be desperate for points as they 
travel to West Ham. Everton 
and Aston Villa respectively. 

The Brazilian Branco is like- 
ly to make his first start for Mid- 
dlesbrough as they hope to 
arrest their post-Christmas de- 
cline of one point from 11 
games while, at Goodison. Marc 
Hottiger is set to make his 
Everton debut after the Gov- 
I eminent's change in the work 
permit law allowed his move 
i from Newcastle to go through. 
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Hot foot: Damon HiD sprints away after spinning off during an otherwise successful practice session in Melbourne yesterday 

Hill’s timely show of str 


Photograph: Reuter 


Swiss signing for City 


Manchester City have added a 
Swiss-born Italian to their list of 
foreigners by signing Giuseppe 
Mazzarclli from FC Zurich. 

The midfielder impressed 
during a reserve match for City 
on Wednesday and convinced 
the City chairman, Francis Lee. 
to give him a chance. But the 
deal is subject to assarted chas- 
es and means that 22-year-old 
Mazzarclli has until the end of 
the season to prove his worth. 

“A fee has been agreed but 
it is a lot of money so it could 
be subject to us being con- 


vinced he is the quality player 
we think he is. " Lee said. 

“We have only watched him 
in one reserve game and we will 
have to wait a little longer to see 
his qualities. But I have no 
doubt having seen him play 
that he is a player of terrific skills 
and great quality and he will not 
let us down." 

The Georgian striker Mikhail 
Kavelashvili has returned to 
the Russian champions. Spartak 
Vladikavkaz, to think over a 
£lm move after training with 
Citv last week. 


Motor racing 

DAVID TREMAYNE 
reports from Melbourne 

Damon Hill took back the ini- 
tiative from his upstart team- 
mate. Jacques Vdleneuve, 
yesterday as the two Williams- 
Renaults continued to dominate 
practice for the Australian 
Grand Prix, but neither driver 
placed too much importance on 
their performance. 

There was a curious lack of 
tension on another day of un- 
official testing, as Melbourne 
continued its laborious advance 
on today’s official qualifying, 
which will decide grid posi- 
tions. Hill said: "Tomorrow is 
what matters. What we did to- 
day is useful, but ultimately 
won't help me start from the 
front row." 

Viileaeuve echoed the senti- 
ment. cl aimin g not to have gone 
for an all-out effort. The drivers 
were reserving their energies for 
the first of the new-style one- 

Practjce times 

1 D Hill iGB' wwiiams- Renault im'" 
32.153sec il2a.69wr»>H) 

2 J Vifleneuve (Cam WW Lams- Renault 
1:32.396 

3 J Atesl [Fr} Benetron-Ranauft 132.4 T5 

4 M Sctiuruchw iGert Ferrari 1:33.007 

5 R BarrtctieHo IBral Jordan -Peugeot. 
iJ3.4ao 

SGBa^ertAutJBenenon-Renauli 133.528 

7 E Uwne (GB) Ferrari 1^3.592 

8 J Veretappen iNetW Rjowork-Hart 
1:33-640 

9 D Couttnart IGffi McLaren-MerwOes 
133.846 

10 M HaWdnen iFtni M&aiwvMenaedas 
1:33.935 


hour qualifying shoot-outs in- 
troduced under new regulations 

.for 1996. 

Jean Alesi complained of a 
lack of front-end grip but was the 
closest challenger in his Benet- 
ton-Renaull, while the world 
champion. Michael Schumach- 
er, improved after a troubled 
start on Thursday. He was fastest 
of all in the morning, with his 
team-mate, Eddie Irvine, third, 
but though they dropped to 
fourth and seventh respectively 
in the afternoon the German was 
satisfied that the Italian team had 
made significant progress. He 
was, however, cautious. 

“The situation is that we have 
had no real lest running, as far 
as developing the car is con- 
cerned. We have been able to do 
a little bit of work to sort out the 
problems we have encountered, 
but there are stiU little things 
which you have to change and 
make reliable. We are pretty 
much on schedule, but we are 
not in a position now to think 
about good results and finishing 

from Melbourne 

11 m Sato |Hn» Tymeft- Yamaha 1:33.992 
12H-HFfWiOfifuGefl Saubef-FW U4.068 
13 M Bnmde iGS) JonfcrMVsgew 1:34a) 77 


races. We haven’t done a prop- 
er race simulation with the new 
car, so it would probably bea bit 
of a surprise if everything goes 
in the normal way.” 

The team's progress is nev- 
ertheless regarded as highly 
promising for ftiture races, grv- 

‘tf I'm having a hard time in a 
"race then I'm going to to took • 
upset at the end it: twotiMhl 
be a wjmpetitive persist if 
I didn't get cheesed _ off, 
Uut 1 want to enjoy this cham- 
pionship’ 

DAMON HILL writes for 
tiie Independent, page 27 

en Wiliams’ markedly greater 
test mileage, and Schumacher 
added: “It’s exactly what I ex- 
pected when I came to Ferrari. 
I’m pleased about th principal 
situation. The base is all right. 
There are a lot of areas poten- 
tially we can build on. I predicted 
that the gap to the front row 
teams was going to be around 
a second - which it is right now.’ 1 


His Ferrari predecessor, Ger- 
hard Berger, who ended the day 
sixth fastest in the second 
Benetton after splitting the 

Ferrarism the morning, was the 

centre of mild controversy fol- 
lowing comments he was alleged 
. to have made abont two cornets 
on the 5:27km circuit in Mel- 
bourne’s Albert Park. . 

His 'dpparSlfr criticism had 
provoked mischievous com- 
menls frora'theHTce-president 
of marketing for the sporfs gov- 
erning body. FIA,Bemie Ec- 
clestone, who said: Tin 
surprised that he would say 

that, given he goes so slow," 

Berger later set the record 
straight: 1 said that some points 
are a bit critical and it was then 
written downas ‘dangerous*. Rm 
a street circuit it’s very quick, 
and I think when you have a 
map or drawing- in front of 
you, you try to make the best 
run-off areas and safety points. 

“Then when you go round for 
the first time in a racin® car, you 
find out that your line and 



loffflTr 



speed are different from what 
you expected- You find differ- 
ent places tbatyou. didn’t tfunk 
were dangerous on tfte drawing. 

But apart from those two cor- 
ners about which I have reser 
valions, it's a great circuit.” ; 

The 'qualifying. shoOt-put 
primuses to inject some much 
needed drama, but one potefcf 
tial blight faded as threafc.pf. 
protest action receded last nig& 
Th_ou^the“SaveAJbert 
campaigners picketed the Mack- 
tie grand prix ball In the.cerifre 
of the city, the race or ^nisers 
won a victory when foe Supreme 
Court upheld thehejecticraon 
'Hiursday of four ticket-buying 
protestors whohad hong antir 
GP banners from thra seats in . 

the main mandstand. ".1. ’ 

Jenni Randier, leader of 
the minority group campaignio 
havethe grand prix transferred 
elsewhere on environmental 
grounds, admitted that it is 
now unlikely dot the threatened 
“interoational incident” will go 
ahead during tomoop^s race. 
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14 0 Pant iFn Ue»r-Mueen-«onda 
134 JSS 

15 J Hamen (GBi SauMr-FOrt 1:34.664 
18 U Kalayama Uapan) TjrreU-Yamaha. 
1^4^57 

17 R Rossai (Bra) Ftocrt«Jrt»-Har: U5.011 

18 P Dtnu (Bra) UgJer-Uugan-Hondo 
U35.121 

19 P Lamj 1 (Pwl Winai*-Fcra 1:35.145 

20 G FisKhela (hi MmanlV-Fort 1^5:477 
21 L Badoer (ft) Fern-Fort L-39JW1 

22 A MwflffTTHru IIU Fora- Fort. 1:43.506 
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Friday’s solution 
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Last Saturday’s solution 
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ACROSS 

I Crash left vehicle rolling 
into river {7) 

5 Tough spot needs right 
gouging tool (7) 

9 Declining a call to the 
bar? 19) 

10 Reportedly associated 
wim a Greek character 
(5) 

II Working with one acting 
head (5) 

12Survevs in lots of papers 
covering Italy (9) 

14Course starters? (14) 

17 Area of formality in vet- 
eran jockey’s engage- 
ment (14) 

21 Dealt with arch crum- 
bling in place of worship 

23 Content quietly over- 
looked in contract (5) 

24 Holder of acc squeezing 
West (5) 

25 Left in NE fort, in terri- 
ble scene of battle (5,4) 

26 Time for mixed duets, 
yes? (7) 

27 Name for man - one in- 
side, committed (7) 


DOWN 


1 Fury? Military type's lost 
none (6) 

2 Form of protection? So it 
might appear in embargo 
{T) 

3 Patronising types (9) 

4 Something of a space-filler 
for a newspaper, perhaps? 
(7.4) 

5 Conventional carriage (3) 

6 They tend to appear out of 
focus? (5) 

7 Your life's in your own 
hands, shell tell vou (7) 

8 Goons among others 


Cable gets in 
on Bruno act 




TORONTO WITH NIAGARA 

BA747 from Heathrow to Toronto on 23 May.ll Aug, 

30 Aug or 14 Sept, •five nights at the deluxe Sheraton 
• dfy four • harbour cruise. - 

• Niagara with helicopter • Phantom of the Opera Je 
• Concorde supersonic to Heathrow £1,999 
- or £2,999 with O.E. and QE2 cruise to New Yorit. 


mostly in review (S) 

5 Cranky choleric qualm, 
sore about note (1 1) 


15 Create a cushy job, per- 
haps (9) 

16 Withdraw round lake as 
precaution against raid (8) 
IS It’s great, one figures, in 
Newcastle? (7) 

19True energy’ is internal in 
effect (7) 

20 Go over weak point (6) 

22 The German's about, 
dimbing fell (5) 

25 Cook, the Quaker (3) 


The first fi*c comet solutions io this week’s puazle opened . next TTrors- 
day necebc hardbactad copies or the 

actcrs. Answers and winners names will be pabtisbed mo Salnnlay. 
solutions to Samrdaj Crossword, R 0. Bos 4018. The Iwkp«id«u, 1 


brim Alan Rosser, Swansea: Binda Large. Eye, Snlioik. 


Boxing 

NICK DUXBURY 

In a low blow’ aimed at BSkyB’s 
pay-per-view stranglehold on 
the Bruno -Tyson world heavy- 
weight title fight, the cable sta- 
tion Live TV are to give its 
viewers the contest for free. 

The station, known for its 
man-in-a rabbit-costume “‘News 
Bunny”, will be showing a blow- 
by-blow ‘‘reconstruction'' of 
next Sunday's 4am confronta- 
tion in Las Vegas. Boxers Ter- 
ry Dixon and Damien Caesar 
will copy (lie moves and play the 
parts of “Big Frank^and “Iron 
Mike" in a makeshift ring 24 
floors up at Live’s Canary 
Wharf studios in London. 

The sumt is an attempt to un- 
dermine BSkyB, who are charg- 
ing up to £14.95 for exclusive 
footage of what is being billed 
as Lhe fight of the century. And 
Live are offering a bonus, for 
Britain’s Bruno, who is no 
stranger to pantomime, will re- 
tain his title no matter what. 

Just like in the best soaps, the 
1 25 milli on homes with access 
lo Live are guaranteed a hap- 
py ending because any un- 
palatable outcome will be 
re-enacted, with our man hang- 


ing on to his World Boxing 
Council crown. 

Using radio and TV feeds 
from European sources, the 
two substitute fighters will be 
given instructions by a dinner- 
jacketed ringside expert on 
every. step of. the action 4,000 
miles away at the MGM Grand. 
At the end of each round, two. 
pundits will discuss the make- 
believe fight's progress. 

Sound effects will add to the 
1 realism”, and Live - run by 
Kelvin MacKetme of “Freddie 
Starr Ale My Hamster" head- 
line fame while editor of the Sun 
- has gone to the trouble of 
mat ching the physiques of its 
punching players with Bruno' 
and Tyson. “They will be hitting 
each other," Ruth Settle, a 
spokeswoman for Live TV said, 
“but I’m not sure how hard." 

Chris Johnson, Uve’s Head 
of Sport is playing the part of . 
defender of the little man. The 
mock-up, he said, was “for the 
thousands of people who can't 
or won't fork out -the extra 
money to see the fight You can’t 
deprive- the nation of this 
unique moment in British sport- 
ing history". In the fight for pub- 
lic ty, Live TV - like Bruno - 
can’t lose. 

Confident Collins, page 24 


Orient-Express to Southampton on 8 May 
i five night QE2 cruise to Barcelona via Ibiza and Mi 

• Concorde supersonic to Heathrow £1,499 

Concorde supersonic to. Brussels on 21 June . . 

• two. night QE2 cruise to Sdiithampton via Le Havre 
(for Paris) • Orient-Express to Victoria £1,099 

Concorde supersonic to Reykjavik on 8 July 

• •!rimeiugfitQE2 Landoffoe MjdmghtSun ; . 

' .. cruise to the Norwegian Fjords - . - 

• Orient-Express from Southampton to Victoria £2,499 

MONACO GRAND PRIX 

Etirpstar or fly to Paris oh 18 May • dty tour 

• overnight at Nikko Hotel •. Concorde supersonic to Nice f, 

• reserved seat for Monaco Grand Prix ” 

• return to Gatwick £1,299 - 

OMANA AND ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Concorde supersonic to Marrakesh on 29 July 

• six night Oriana cruise from Casablanca via 

Praia da Rocha, Dsbon and La Coruna 

• Orient-Express from Southampton £i;999 ’ ‘ 

Orieht-Ejqiress to Southampton on 31 Aug: ^ 

• six . night Oriana cruise txr Monte Carlo via V? . 

Gibraltar and Uvorna (for Florence) 

• Concorde frora Nice to Heathrow £1,999 

Far our full colour brochure, pfcasz telephone: 

: 018U992 6991 

'.ortBriirta • 

SUPERLATIVE TRAVEL 

43 1 Woodh'urst Road, London, W3 '6SS 
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John Travolta, the man and his movies Interview, page 3 
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ARTS 

BOOKS 

GARDENING' 


The .fife of painter. Jack Yeats was a great 
d^l-more interesting than simply being 
brother of ;the more famous WB Yeats. A 
new exhibition spans everything from his 
early works to his bold, expressionist late 
canvases whicfrcemented his reputation 
as one of the foremost Irish painters of the 
20th century. 

■ Manchester City Art Gallery; Sat 
■10am-5.30pm, Sun 2pm-5.30pm 


TRAVEL 
Through Time 

This is your chance to have an out-of- 
body experience thanks to the Forbidden 
Science Weekend. The Lahkovskv box 

RENT 

Dolores Claiborne 

Who would have believed that Stephen 
King would have been the man behind 
this cracking film noir crossed with an 

Wviviiwv *iwwi*wi iw« i 'iw * *»* * ii»w • vnj 

generates electrical energy similar to 
that produced in thunderstorms. Tony 
Bassett demonstrates its many uses, 
including, he says, time travel. 

■ OX 350 Sauchiehall St, Glasgow 
(0141-332 0522). Day ticket £5, 

£2 cones 

old-fashioned women's picture? Jennifer 
Jason Leigh, Kathy Bates and Judy 
Parfitt deliver the goods in a film that 
makes you forgive its director, Randal 
Kleiser, for making The Blue Lagoon and 
Grease, and that’s saying something. 

■ On general release 
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A weekend away helps 


fel England's 
k>yi Tou ml Beards , 


Take it easy -take a break. Our < §ttAT£KAI@ brochures are wall to wall with 
relasng/places to stay and fabulous things to do. Look out for the sign which 
shows tourist board inspected aoyimmodation. Just call us on 01271 24560 ~ 

nr ***** tlw'rtiupfln. Then while you think about playing, we’ll take care of the rest Ofa && KIUXO 09* Wfb6T€r fo 
























Those millions who cannot get in to s« 
glued to their radios far fast-action conmtfary 


Fans watch the England v South Africa match in Rawalpindi, in which England were beaten. Attendance at games has been irrepressible: 
45, 000 tickets for the Pakistan m India quarter-final in Bangalore were sold in three hours - many camped on the streets overnight 


Above: throughout the 
sub-continent 
impromptu games of 
cricket are organised on 
whatever open ground 
can be found. Here, 
teams form outside a 
mosque in the old 
quarter of Lahore 
Left Hover 

underestimate the power 
of the crowd. The 
hurricane alert effect 
achieved when 30,000 
fans drummed empty 
water bottles against 
their seats in Karachi 
put howler Waqar Younis 
in his stride against the 
English team. 

Right spied in a public 
park- it looks like 
freeze-tag, has elements 
of baseball, but is it 
cricket? 


i 
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COVER PICTURES 
(clockwise from top right} 
The Travolta look down 
the ages: 

The monosyllabic New York 
disco kid in Saturday 
Night Fever (1977) 

The man who knew how to 
dance and chew gum in 
Grease (1978) 

The innocent hick (earning 
the ways of the world (and 
how to ride a mechanical 
bucking bull) in Houston in 
Urban Cowboy (1980) - 
Ronald Grant Archive 

The him that brought him 
back to life, Pulp Fiction 
(1994), in which he was a 
hitman with eyes of steel 
but a heart of gold, give or 
take a few carats 

Today, in Get Shorty (1996) 
Travolta is a small-time 
loan shark trying to make 
it big in Hollywood -and 
succeeding... 


! he early promise. The overnight 
success. The lean (and flabby) 
years. The comeback. The 
chocolate cake. The John Travolta 
story has it all. By Sheila Johnston 


. // ■need something to eat,” John 
■ ft Ilravolta is saying. An iaWe rushes 
lovex ,quickly to dick, shut 'the 
. . -I door of his suite on this smaDdis- 
' -flplay of rstar displeasurer Bu t not 
■before he can be heard adding, 
in a measured and emmently.reasoaable 
tone of voice, ‘'Everything I\e had here 
since yesterday mamfog has beeounac- 
c^table„.7 His cuttings convey the 
strong impression that .ifavolta prefers 
to meet the press in restaurants over a 
damn fine lunch. A colleague who inter- 
viewed him a couple ofyears ago for the 
Independent oh Sunday boggled w hile he 
ordered a chocolate ice-cream, chocolate 
truffle cake in raspberry sauce and a 
chocolate mousse with whipped, cream, 
and proceeded to devour the lot When 
he is holed up-m a hotej-doing conveyor- 
belt publicity, there are always the con- 
solations of room service. Usually. But • 
now the dpor reopens to eject a trolley, 
laden with plates whose gleaming silver; 
cloches conceal doubtless ipedible sub- 
stances. It's 11am and he’s starved, ~ 

Not that Thavolta is probably being ; 
picky: we are in Germany, land of unac- 
ceptable nosh.- And not that he’s being . 
in the teeniest bit unpleasant- At this: 
year’s Berlin Film Festival he might be- 
at the centre of a media maelstrom, but 
he Kconductiijg himself with u nflag ging 
courtesy and composure. At the next 
day’s press conference someone takes 
the floor with a carefully prepared bon 
mot: “You once made Saturday Night 
ftver, Hert ^ Travolta. Are ypuina FEVER 
"of excitement now that your new film is 
being shown ■ here this ■ SATURDAY ?” 
There is a.chorus of catcalls and groans 
atthe asinine question, but Hen Uavolta 

"drowns" them out, magicafly transforms, 
them mto warn applause, as he repliM 

with his dazzling smile, “/cA . bin eih 
Berliner" and says with apparent since*? 
ity that he is honoured and delighted to 
be present. . - . ; 

T\vo or three things without which no 
Travolta piece, is quite complete Hum- 
ble origins: father a former semi-pro foot- 
ball player, later the proprietor of the Tra- 
voltaTire Shopin suburban New Jersey. 
Mother ,in‘ show business: an acting 
coach/Joftnrhe youngest of six children, 
with two brothers and three sisters who 
nicknamed him Bone because he was so 
long and lean. That was before he could 


walk. Aged six, he informed his mom that 
if she didn't make him a chocolate pud- 
ding, be would cut off his weenie (she 
made the pudding) and has neverlooked 
back since. 

. Plane-crazy since a tender age and now 
... the owner of three jets, a Vampire, a Lear 
and a Gulfstream H A committed disci- 
ple ofSdentology for nearly 20 years, and 
for which (alarmingly) he.today seems a 
' brilliant advertisement. First love Diana 
Hyland, an actress 18 years his senior, 
who played his mother in a 1976 televi- 
sion film: a year later, she died in his arms 
(of cancer), leaving' him devastated. 
“Outed” as gay, along with a number of 
other luminaries four or five years ago, 
though since his marriage to the actress 
Kelly Preston, with whom be has a small 
son, those rumours have fizzled away. 

Classic helter-skelter Hollywood 
career, from overnight phenomenon 
( Saturday Night Feyer, Grease) to has- 
been in a matter of movies. Conventional 
wisdom has it that hechose badly and cer- 
tainly, in the mid-Eighties, there were' 
some frightful duds. Still, these things 
seem, more obvious with hindsight: 
Arthur, Splash! and Ah Officer and a Gen- 
tleman might have kept Travolta bank- 
able, bat forgive me if I fail to see that 
he missed outon a string of masterpieces 
when he passed. on.' them in -favour of 
films like Brian De Palrha’s Blow Out. 
Thtvolta’s Art/iur is a lost opportunity I 
can comfortably live without. Then 
Tarantino, Pulp Fiction, Oscar nomina- 
tion: he instantly acquired the affection- 
ate nickname The Comeback Kid. And 
it seemed everyone was pleased to see 
him in town, again. ‘ 

In Berlin he is : accompanying Get 
Shorty , based on Elmore Leonard’s satir- 
ical novel about. Chili Palmer, a small - 
. tune loan shark (Travolta) who comes to 
Hollywood and launches- himself sue-, 
cessfiilly one second career in the movie . 
business. Asked earlier whether he bad 
had any brushes with the Mob in Holly- 
wood, Danny De Vito, the film’s producer/ 
co-star, bad flannelled that he’dnever 
experienced dr even heard of "this kind 
of nKmey-toundering things. To the same 
question. Travolta promptly replies (even 
though, as a non-producer, he is far less 
likely to have. come across dodgy deal- 
ings): “My brother [Joey] had done some 
independent 'films financed by... who 


knows? That’s the only close-to- reality I 
know of that whole world. I'd say, ‘How 
much is it being done for?’ ‘Oh, we’re 
gonna do the whole movie for $200,000/ 
'And where are you getting the money?’ 
‘Someone in Las Vegas/ ‘Oh' - he mimes 
slowly dawning awareness - ‘I see. I get 
it~/ " . 

’There does not seem to be much 
place for guile in the broad and open 
steppes of the Travolta mindscape. One 
remembers a diary he wrote for Rolling 
Stone- magazine while playing a ( Rolling 
Stone ) reporter in- one of his Eighties 
flops. Perfect. Tm not sure if Jamie Lee 
. [Curtis, his co-star] wants to make love 
to me or not," he confided to millions 
of readers. “It would be nice, but I'm 
getting cross-signals at this point ... I get 
the feeling she would want it to be 
genuine, but that she gets confused 
when the time is right. I’m more com- 
fortable being seduced by a woman the 
first time, and she doesn't know that.” 
That degree of candour is, to say the 
least, rare in a Hollywood megastar, and 
rather disarming. 

He's often cast as a bad boy and has 
just played two gangsters on the trot 
(Why? “Offers I couldn't refuse,” he 
shoots back instantly), although, he also 
points out, the two characters are very 
different beasts; they just have “a similar 
profession”, as he quaintly puts it. “I 
don’t think the man in Get Shony would 
tolerate the man in Pulp. Fiction for 
more than five minutes. Because he's a 
drug addict, he’s unprofessional. Unpre- 
dictable. He might be appealing but he's 
a loose cannon. Chili could smell that, 
just like he could smell everybody in 
Hollywood/' 

But these.two hard nuts share a sweet- 
ness - an innocence, almost - and a vul- 
nerability, qualities at the very core of the 
Travolta appeal: even when playing a bad 
guy, you have to warm to him. Chili's 
Achilles’ heel is that he’s a helpless 
movie buff - one scene finds him in a 
half-empty cinema entranced by a revival 
of Orson Welles’s Touch of Evil , 'mouthing 
the lines along with the characters. “He’s 
.tough, he’s real, he's smart, but his love 
for the movies is tike a 12 -year- old's. 
That’s what makes him interesting. I 
fought for the childlike quality in him; it 
wasn’t originally in there. I said. 'Please: 
if you don’t see why he loves the movies 


so much, you're going to miss a poten- 
tial for this character that’s enormous. All 
I need is three or four moments.’ So they 
wrote the cinema scene and a couple of 
others. Like, I bear a guy up and then I 
find out he's a stunt man and ask him 
what movies he’s been in. You just need 
a few rhings like that to colour a charac- 
ter and give him an arc.” 

Travolta talked with the real Chili 
Palmer on whom Leonard based his 
character, but says he did not attempt to 
imitate the man. “He was quite different 
than I anticipated. I met him during the 
movie and I was glad I didn't before 
because I may have picked up some 
choices that wouldn't have been right for 
how I interpreted it. He’s veiy straight- 
forward." And now Travolta springs to his 
feeL His body goes ramrod stiff, his large, 
slightly greying head is tilled straight and 
slightly upward, his voice rises a half- 
octave into a high, nasal, monotone 
whine. “ ‘Down.in Miami, yeah, we were 
down there and this guy come up and I 
punched him../ Chili had an unusual 
personality, nothing that would have 
been transferable to the screen." 

The sudden transformation is funny, 
impressive and a little uncanny, but Tra- 
volta makes acting sound like pure sim- 
plicity. “I study the character in as many 
details as I can get. I physicalise him until 
the thinkingness [sic] comes together. 
There’s a moment when everything you 
say comes out exactly like he would say 
it. The way you dress, the way you 
smoke, the way you speak, the way you 
walk. When it's all automatic, at that 
moment you know: it’s happened. Then, 
once you’ve goL one character down and 
you’re certain what he’s about, it's very 
easy to start working on another. Char- 
acters have their own lives, you know. I 
could bring you three or four characters 
this minute." 

Travolta will be needing that ability, for 
his dance card is foil for quite a while to 
come. Next month wc will sec him in 
John YVoo’s Broken Arrow, a piece of 
enjoyable pyrotechnical bunkum that 
allows him to indulge his passion for fly- 
ing as a maverick Air Force major who 
steals an SOOmph plane with two nuclear 
warheads on board. It's scarcely an act- 
ing stretch, but he obviously has a ball 
playing a double-dyed (but still, 
inevitably, somehow likeable-) villain. 


“John [Woo] wanted him very stylish, he 
wanted him to smoke, then I had to mix 
that in with psycho... psycho... psy- 
choses? if you will" He stumbles over the 
word, ending on a rising, questioning 
inflection. 

“I remembered some military types I 
had met when I was younger, who were 
warmongers, articulate and calm but 
scary, and 1 incorporated a lot of that. 1 
went to some bases and watched how 
they moved. It wasn't hard. I got to pon- 
tificate and order people around and 
smoke cigarettes a lot My big fight stuff 
was at the beginning and end . Most of it 
w r as being nuts, know what I mean? I had 
the fun part.” 

There is more: over the next year or 
so we should see him in JWiite Man s Bur- 
den, a satire based on the premise that 
blacks arc the privileged class in society 
and whites the underdogs: Phenomenon . 
a fantasy in which he plays a small-town 
guy who becomes a genius after being 
struck by lightning; Michael, a comedy 
directed by Nora Ephron: and a film with 
Roman Polanski, 77re Double. Plus, 
further down the line, a project with 
Sharon Stone and a political thriller 
called Dark Horse. His combined salaries 
for this little lot are said to exceed $40 m. 

As I leave, a trolley arrives groaning 
with fresh rations: time for a quick pit 
stop before the next session. He has his 
own Travolta Tire right now - a small one, 
and all but camouflaged by the expensive 
tailoring - but who's worried? He's pro- 
fessional enough to shed pounds when 
required, and bon vivant enough not to 
care about piling them on again in the 
down-time between piciures (though 
even in the Saturday Night Fever days, he 
never ballooned to Brandoesque pro- 
portions). He does not drink and. though 
a furious smoker on screen - one of the 
few actors, in fact, to practise this near- 
obsolete an with real panache - did not 
light up once on the several occasions I 
saw him (he sometimes permits himself 
a cigar, which, he Raj's, reminds him of 
his father). These minor weaknesses put 
us in mind of an adored little brotherwith 
a passion for chocolate pudding. They're 
permissible - more than that, endearing. 
In a word, acceptable. 

‘Get Shorty 1 opens next Friday; 

‘Broken Arrow’ opens on 12 April 
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A life 
in the 
shift.. 



It may not be true of 
the movies, but it’s 
certainly the case 
with movie posters. 
Which explains why 
collectors are moving 
in on them. 

By Dominic Lutyens 


Film posters used to be considered worth- 
less ephemera once they'd served their 
pu rpose - to get bums on scuts. They took 
up too much space in warehouses and 
were destroyed by the thousand. "Com- 
ing soon” posters - or ““teasers" - for 
small, local cinemas were often one-offs. 
No one thought to lay them on acid-free 
paper Co stop' them from discolouring or 
to guard against pinholes and creases in 
anticipation of the day they could be 
flogged for exorbitant prices. 

When Greg Edwards started selling 
Rim posters HO years ago. there were veiy 
few collectors. "Today, more and more 
people are seeing film posters as works 
of art." says Edwards, whose shop-eum- 
gallery, the Ctncgrufk Gallery, opened in 
London last month. “The art market is 
normally beyond people's reach, so they 
are looking for images they can afford.” 

According to Bruce Marchant of Lon- 
don's The Reel Poster Gallery, poster-col- 
lecting started in America and only 
recently took off in England. “A lot of peo- 
ple here didn't know the posters existed.” 
he explains. “But when my partner Tony 
Nourmand and I put on a couple of auc- 
tions at Christie's last year, we discovered 
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REEL POSTER ARCHIVE COHPANT 


Film posters in the auction houses this week 

Film poster collecting is a young hobby, especially in the UK, which 
is why a quarter of the 421 posters on offer at Christie's, South 
Kensington. Tues (10.30am), have never been seen on the open 
market. One of only three known posters of Abel Grace's 1927 
French masterpiece Napoleon, is estimated at £10,000-£1 5,000. 
This is not a high price compared with prices for established 
mass-printed collectables, such as postage stamps. In Britain, film 
poster collectors whinged at paying more than a couple of hundred 
pounds for one until last year, when South Ken launched dedicated 
sales and its consultant Tony Nourmand opened his London film 
poster gallery. A posse of collector-dealers from the US will be 
flying over in search of bargains at this second major annual sale. 
Some prices are unexpectedly low - Elvis posters, for 


ihere were a lot of British buyers. We 
realised there was a growing market” 
The market is partly driven by nostal- 
gia. David Hutchison is a typical Cine- 
grafix customer with what he is happy to 
call an “addiction” “I loved film posters 
as a child and I've been hooked ever since ” 
“People want posters of well-known 
films, or of ones they associate with 
some mernoiy, like their first date. But 
nostalgia doesn't always come into it," 
says Marchant. “Sometimes, we have a 
poster of a obscureTwendes film, but the 


image is so fantastic, that's what counts.” 
Marchant and Nourmand stock linen- 
backed posters from Japan, France. Italy 
and the States, and are in constant con- 
tact with an international mafia of deal- 
ers who help them to track down rare 
posters. The two partners' different tastes 
make their collection even more eclec- 
tic. as Mar-chant explains: “Tony is a film 
connoisseur. I trained as a sculptor. Tony 
looks out for whars rare, while Fm 
interested in design" Ac Cinegrafix, only 
posters with good graphics pass muster. 


example, which are notoriously dull and were printed in 
large numbers. Even the only known copy of the poster for 
Elvis's film King Creole of 1958 is estimated at a modest 
£900-£I ,200. Christie’s is hoping the Americans will fight 
over it. 

One poster designer who was given his head was Peter Strausfeld 
(d.1980). Remember his bold, contrasty posters for the Academy 
Cinema that appeared in the London Underground in the 
Seventies and Eighties? Only 100 of each were printed from his 
original lino cuts. His widow Peggy tried to save one of each and . 

19 are in the sale, with estimates between £200-£300 and 
£1,000-£1,500. 

John Windsor 

that's what counts.” “1 won’t buy any with uglygraphics-cven 
urmand stock linen- if they're of a really Famous film.” 
Japan, France. Italy Edwards says. “In fact, it would be bor- 
are in constant con- ing to stock posters of Casablanca just 
:iona! mafia of deal- because it was a classic film.” His view 
to track down rare might sound uncommercial but being 
Lners' different tastes near the Design Museum. Cinegrafix 
m ev en more eclec- attracts hordes of design junkies, 
ilains: “Tony is a film The description “gallery” hasn’t made 
d as a sculptor. Tony the place intimidating, says the laid-back 
r's rare, while Fm Edwards. “Customers can slump on a 
“ Ac Cinegrafix, only sofa and watch a slide show of posters ia 
■aphics pass muster, storage - a nice cinematic touch and nec- 


essary, as the gallery stocks 2,000 posters. - 
Reel Poster is more rarefied. A discreet 
entrance implies that only those in the . 
know are likely to visit. Reverential par- 
quet primes you for the biggest array of- ' 
posters you're likely to see in Britain: an., 
art deco deagn for KingKong^ Curtis and - 
Lemmon shouldering a winking, com- 
plicit Marilyn in Some Like It Hoi ... 

Reel Poster’s collection (prices from, 
around £100) pretty much stops with the ; 
Seventies. But, says Marchant, the shop, 
will stock Eighties and Nineties posters 
if the images are really string, "Today’s . 
posters are photographic, so you've lost 
the elements collectors like - the design 
and artwork. TheyTi also never be as valu- 
able as older posters, as they print thou- 
sands, so more of them will survive.” 

As they say in the movies, they just.- 
don't make them like they used to. 

* Cinegrafix Gallery, 4 Copper Row, 
Tower Bridge Piazza. London SE1 ’ ' 
2LH. Mon-Sat, llam-7pmj Sun, 
noan-6pm. 

• The Reel Fhster Gafleryi Rfst Fkw 
22 Great Marlborough Street, London 
W1V 1AF Mon-Sat, 10JOan>6pm. 


T&hakeiy is open every day 
I except Christmas Day' ana 
. I Bdxmg Day. I goio M at 
.around Spmand get up at 
JOpm. Thanfly see iny flatmate, 
and 1 onljtsee my boyfriend at 
.the yreeketjA I was an art 

student .at Middlesex and saw 
the job atfvfcrtisedin a 
hewspap^ to 

-get in contact with. some artists, 

• biit' I never get around to it. I’ve 


- - never .craxge sny.'tnoney- 

. ; ri R^uiFedchftm and <ycle 

tp W}ifo ^ l2L3Gara /Wfe get a 
fc^tfoigyc^^ 

. • don’twnt to,'pr can't pay; 

. Othera’are off their beads and 
buyloads of bagels; arid you get 
people from mghtdubs. Tte 
Gumdian said we had a riot a 
; ^few years ago, but it was more a 
fight between fwo guys.. One 
; . woman sal on the counter with 
: her_iriiettps in the creant cakes. 

I put it down to is beingshort- 
: Staffed.. »• • •' ;. 

; : : Working bere hasmade me 
; ■ . ; toi^L- Ifyouget grief from one 
•.. « ;cnstompr, you might take it out 
^ontfieftext, ^'realwaystold 
to drop everythin® and serve, 
W sometimes I have to work 
-/-.overtime onoiberjcfijs- . 

-A ^dearang ffoors. maltu^... 

. . ntayonn ajse, tidying the deli. 

; We get dverthne pay,- hot you 
' have to ask far it. 1 - -? : • ■ 

. - Our aaiyperk height ts^els 
. ’ and a loaf w-bread day. That's 
. the Worst thing -you put a lot 
of hardworkinand gklxttle 
f ’ bade Better wages would be a 
. sign of appreciatiou, or at least 
• . . somewhere to have a cup of tea 
: and a.dgarette. We rake our 
' breaks (three l&-minute breaks 
.. anight) cm the stairs. - • - 
• . Tbcrhigh inra-over of staff 
•■raeans thcare is always someone 
new to talk to^It can^ ^he-rcally 
j buzzy. Fm smibBd at hqwrfar 
■ peo^e come just for a bogeL 
None of us who wori^bweare 
Jewish - Fm not even that keen 
-on bageb;-bot tbeawners are. 

. • After ! finish af 9ara, I have a 
-ricuFfoftcaat^qfote . 

; Aftw.awpdt-ow andashowm* 
-cuttmgup 15 bttffibesof 
. : ^King oniojB cah leave a tut of 
apcrt^—Ic)xJehpme,have 

Fd hkfi to dd somethin else. 

. ' but I donT know.wfrat. f dbn’t 
. ' resent those xvho caa afford to 

- - paint Good hrek to them- Td 

, just like to gst ioy ad. together. 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 


Mothers Day Gifts 


classified * independent traders 
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House and Home 



ROSIE N1EPER SSS,'^ 

Mothers Day 



from the Girts Talk range 
si?e SI £10 cv each me. p&p 
R'DJie Mieper FF T 2 Munster 
Poad Te<ddington. Midd*. 

TWM OIL orpfione: 

018l-2SSW2at2Jhrei 

FREE CATALOGUE WITH LOTS MORE DESIGNS 


Indulge your Mother 
with 

*Tbe Box of Roses” 

A S'/.-i'I'aI r>.-.l rir.' h*i.-h rci'Jv 
t'^r -arii J !*••. r >i !cte! 

n:-v cn-jin •:h' r, 

-a fni-c j-'Jinn? ftr,i 

H.'in 

Ai'jihl'h- pv-r -O’ r :.r- p*f> 
.Fk'f 

i^AR OENEB 

Tel: 0171-371 9775 
fan 0171-371 8324 


ACORN MOBILITY 

STAIRLIFTS NEW 
& RECONDITIONED,, 

• 5 year warranty new available 

• Thousands of satisfied customers 

• Buy direct from the a 

manufacturer ns~~ Jj 

• National 24 hr A^nSv,'* )„ ■' 

breakdown cover l-.l--' 


Open 7 days 




Phone now tor a FREE no obligation quote 


V g [UUIK UUO |Ui ■ a *«■»■* uv VM iiyww * 

% 01274 722600 

Trade enqnlrte welcome (or onr new DC Stalrllft 


Mothers Day 


CHAMPAGNE AND 
CHOCOLATES 
GIFT PACKAGED 
AND DELIVERED 
ONLV £24.95 
Call Free 0 S002 0 8002 
REMOBOOZOBOOZ 


.'•ti<r!vr. Lta K’Sifii:' ei I- r.-ii-j 
ixJ dirJ Wff i i l*- me 
.-Xvb piTji \iybr- P. m vpnte.v 
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few C7.1S ■'t. 
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Engli5h.Cpttjflelass5 

The Nonertei. 5&pte(Mi Lm^ 
Swrtw, .VoKmghut .VC* jFI} 
V Tel: mi» 491100 «• 




COUNTRY FURNITURE 

Dei* Ind. 2S Bishop's Wood. Saatwtch. Cbcshln- CWS 7QD 

a©S ® (01270) 610543 24 Hr S ES 


CoUectmor 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
evtending dining 

Stod? alw, ' YS in ^ l 7 am 

* Jieekfuunpiiead, 

Library and writing 

furniture also 01488 03$54J/63$36f 

usually a vailabie Only f oiias/nom JJ? M4 


We will endeavour to find the table you require 


To advertise in the 
Independent Traders Section 
please call Julianne Read 
on 01 71 293 2344 


Bridal Wear 


I “Charlottes” 9 

iBri&al aith CUcnuig &eatr 
iBreSSe* iHaie to (©rber 
tEo (©ton Snlsibilnial Besigti 

Jfor further informiitiDR please 
telephone 

01832 274867 


For Sales 



m, MAIDS OUTFIT 





mem 





B8SSIA 



SUPERB QUAUTY.W 100% POLYESTER M7EN 



SmSHBCIHE \i, 


Unusual Gifts 


GENU INC 
BIRTHDAY { 

NEWSPAPERS 

m 



Fbr Sales 


Fbr Sales 


WHY ARE WE " GIVING AWAY" 
OUR INTERNATIONALLY ADVERTISED 

Feather-Step ™ 

COMFORT 
V 3 HOES 


I Feaihshvsifflt construction $ iesai for Business, 
t Glove-soft iuxiiry styling Dress or Casual wear 

• Classic good locks « Water resistant 

• Son flexible man made $ s cu « resistant 

ID:'.'; "etc: 


1 5: a . r ■£ 
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GIVEAWAY" 

How can we 'give' them away for only 
£10. They're the same fetwtous feam- 
erweigtts Intemajonaliy advertised in 
leading media. And we redly will send 
you a pair for ortfy £10 (guaranteed) 
if you reply wfthhi 30 days. 

Goodbye fo Tired Feet 

Feather-Steps are very lightweight to 
fight fatigue. sJ leper-soft to eliminate 
friction. SpringAirew cushioned linings 
keep you cool and comfy even in the 
summer. Nonskid soles help you walk 
safety on wet or icy surfaces ■ even the 
deck of a boat. Classic good tools 
mate this the perfect alRound shoe foe 
work and. pity - so feattiol^t you may 
forget you're wearing shoes at an. 
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GIVEAWAY* COUPON 

—BUY MORE THAN ONE PfUR & SAVE! 

2 FOR 0.7 (SAVE £3} 3 FOR £25 (SAVEES) | 
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The Housegos went to India. They were sick. Their son 
was kidnapped. But they . stayed and set up shop there 

By Charlotte Packer 



K usego's first trip to 
gfat easily have been 
'hen, as a student, his 
1 hitch to Bengal via 
turned into a tour of 
continent’s nursing 
: homes thanks to a ferocious bout of 
dysentery. As unromantic as it was 
painful, the three-month odyssey was 
. the start of Housego's life-long love 
'affair with the- country. “ 

The -decision' to move perma- 
nently fa India was made for him in 
1988 when the Financial Times sent 
- him. to Delhi as their Asia corre- 
/ spondenL The Housegos. imagined 
the 

transition .would be simple enough. 
After spots in. Pans and Iran, they 
thought they'd slip easily into ex-pa"f 
life. *Td been over a few tunes,** says 
Jenny, a textile historian. “And we’d 
spent two winters in India with the 
children, and I felt at home.” 
However, in keeping with the 
tradition laid down by David years 
earlier, all the Housegos fell sick, 
within weeks, of their arrival. “We 
were incredibly ill with Denge fever. 
It laid us absolutely fiat. I was hying 
to find my feet, and not spe aking 
the language, and having help 
which wasn't always ashelpfiti as' it 
might have been was extremely frus- 
trating.” 

David recounts a catalogue of hor- 
ror stories which would have had 
most people heading for the first 
plane home. “You’re just giving the 
bad side,” complains Jenny, although 
she does admit there were times 
• when she wondered what they were 
doing there. 

However, those doubts had long 
gone when, two years ago. their 
youngest son, Kim, was kidnapped 
while on a family holiday, trekking 
in Kashmir. “We were very shaken 
by it : all,” says David, “But it. 
didn’t affect our feelings for India. . 
Leaving never occurred to us.” If any- 
thing/the experience seems to have . 
confirmed their commitment to the 


country. ... 

“It’s home- now. Where would 
we have gone?” says Jenny. “Living 
in India is ; rather like being on 
quicksand,” she says. “You believe . 
that one day the sand will become 
solid, but it never does; instead you 
find that you have learned to move 
with it.” • - r 

Unlike the initial leap from Lon^' 
don to Delhi, the switch from jour- 
nalism to business came easily for - 
David; he. describes it as a fortu- 
itous coming together of ideas and 
events. “We had been in India for 
' about four years and various plans 
began to go through our minds. I 
felt that I might like to leave the FT 
and Jenny was interested in setting 
up a development project of some 
.sort. We both liked the idea of 
working in India.” A hazy plan to 
use India’s untapped traditional 
textile Skills bn upmarket products 
became a reality when the - law 
regarding foreign ownership of 
Indian-based textile companies 
■changed in their favour. 

Shades of India was the result. 
Jenny had always thought it a pity that 
India’s reputation for textiles was so 
bad. “It’s thought of as cheap and 
cheerful,” she says, “When actually 
the country has produced some of the 
very best textiles ever ” 

According to David, the current 
boom in: the manufacture of western 
clothes in India is threatening tradi- 


tional crafts. As he points out, you 
don’t need embroidery skills to sew 
a pair of jeans together. 

Although hoping to raise the pro- 
file of Indian craft, and preserve 
time-honoured techniques, the 
Housegos were determined to make 
the products as contemporary as 
possible. The design team, led by 
Jenny, include Stuart Robertson, 
an English painter based in India, 
and a French' design consultant, 
Marie-Oaude Berard. David's opin- 
ion is called in at the final stages of 
development. 

“Whether it’s paintings, the textiles 
we collect or something we are pro- 
ducing ourselves, David is brilliant at 
spotting what works. I get bogged 
down in all the art history. David has 
the eye and I have the knowledge.” 

It’s a good combination. Although 
barely three years old, Shades of 
India's home textiles already grace 
the world's most exclusive depart- 
ment stores: Bergdorff Goodman 
and Takash-imaya in New York; 
Porthault in Paris; and Liberty' and 
Joseph Maison and Conran in Lon- 
don. Their appliqueed and exquisitely 
embroidered bed-linen, tablecloths, 
curtains and mosquito nets are a sub- 
lime marriage of traditional Indian 
textile methods with contemporary 
designs and colours. 

The latest collection in organdie. 


a fine translucent muslin, very little 
used in the West, has had buyers from 
homewares departments worldwide 
falling over themselves to place 
orders. “Everyone is trying to copy 
them,” says Sarah Biyant, Liberty's 
textile buyer. “The key to the 
Housego's success is that their staff 
take real pride in their embroidery. 
They are using India for its good 
workmanship, not as a source of 
cheap labour." There’s clearly a mar- 
ket for luxurious and beautifully 
made home textiles. Last summer 
Shades of India’s organdie mosquito 
nets, £275 each, walked out of Lib- 
erty the minute they arrived. “We 
couldn't keep up with the demand,” 
says Sarah. 

The Housegos started with one 
workshop in a Rajhastani village, 
and a finishing shop, laundry and 
offices in the heart of Delhi. Running 
an international business from India's 
capital is not easy. 

“Often in the summer, there's only 
water for an hour a day, and we need 
a constant supply for our washers,” 
says David. Nightly water deliveries 
for seven months of the year and 
13.000 gallon storage tanks on the 
roof keep production on track; reg- 
ular power-cuts which cut off ail 
communication with customers and 
their scattered workforce are kept at 
bay with a generator. 


Compared to the office in Delhi, 
with all its back-up systems, the first 
village workshop was very basic: a 
rented house situated at the foot of 
a little range of hills with its own 
walled courtyard. Jenny describes it 
as “absolute heaven”. 

When Jenny opened the court- 
yard gates on the first morning. 20 
women were waiting. “I’d estimated 
that we had work for about five 
ladies, but we gave them cloth and 
sat them down." The next day 40 
women stood at the gates, and on the 
third there were 6(1 They short-listed 
20 on merit and it has grown from 
there. 

A training programme runs in tan- 
dem with the workshop ensuring 
that when women many and move 
away, other local girls are able to join. 
“Not that they need much training," 
says Jenny. “Their stitching is so 
good. It's in their blood. When the 
work involves new techniques, they 
learn fast and the quality is always 
superb." 

David suspects that the workshop 
allows many of the women to escape 
from mot here, in-laws and husbands. 
“It's been a tremendous boost to 
the income of the village, and it's 
given the women more indepen- 
dence within their households. Eveiy- 
one is delighted." So much so that a 
deputation arrived from a neigh- 


Photograph: Cherian Thomas 

bo urine village asking for a similar 
workshop. 

The Housegos now have several 
workshops scattered across India. 
In Gujarat, the women produce 
incredible chain-stitch designs; and in 
Assam, the remote north eastern 
province, wool shawls are embroi- 
dered with scattered leaves in the 
area's trademark Kamba stitch." 
“Where possible, we use local meth- 
ods from the areas the women come 
from." explains Jenny. 

“If we gave this work to women 
in another area, the needlework 
would become thick and lumpy 
and they probably wouldn’t have the 
same instinct for the way the design 
flows." 

So what happens next? The 
Housegos aren't sure. “India is so 
huge and there are so many different 
techniques." says Jenny. She will 
spend he next year tracking down 
skills and techniques unknown in 
the West. In the meantime, you can 
see the Housegos" latest range of 
organdie at Liberty in London. 

Other stockists: 

Conran Shop, London (0171- 
589 7401) 

Joseph Maison, London (0171- 
245 9493) 

Jenners, Edinburgh (0131-225 
2442) 
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j Six of the best 

| Mock crocs 

! 

1 Osprey bag. 

£225. Shiny 
leather patent 
! Kelly bag in mock 
] croc. Optional 
' shoulder strap 
■ and gilt fastening. 

A good, robust, 
elegant bag. A 
winner for being 
durable and 
stylish, also 
available in plain 
leather in the new acid brights. Available 
from Osprey. 1 1 Saint Christophers Place, 
i W1 and Liberty, Regent Street, London 
j Wl. Enquiries (0171-935 28241 

Ravel 
shoes and 
hag. 

[ £49.99. 

| Kitten-heel 
i sling hack 
| shoe 
i - in patent 
} mock croc. 

This is a very 

I influential shape for spring and summer, 
i thanks to Prada on this season's catwalk. 

• Co-ordinate u’ith a matching clutch bag at 
i £24.99. Available at branches nationwide, 
j Enquiries (Li 171-631 0224 i 

3 Pied a 
Terre 
Basics. 

£69. Simple 
slip-ons that 
look great 
teamed w'ith 
trousers 
cropped at the 
ankle or a 

simple dress. The toe is gently squared, a 
look that will replace the ballet pump, 
which was so popular around Christmas. 
Simple and classic. Also available in brown. 
Available from branches nationwide. 
Enquiries (0171-491 3857) 

4 Russell & 

Bromley 
shoes. £99.50. 

Leather 
mock croc 
•‘Gucci"-style 
loafer. A very 
popular, sensible 
look, currently 
available from a 
range of high street 
stores. Can look smart with a trouser suit or 
casual with jeans.The Russell & Bromley 
shoe is a stylish shape that supports the 
foot well. Available from branches 
nationwide (0171-629 6903) 







Sally 
Gissing 
belt £65. 

Black patent 
leather mock 
croc belt. A 
very simple 
look, with a 
neat silver clasp will add style to any ouffit. 
A good width for belt loops and very high 
quality. This item will still look good year 
after year. Available from Harvey Nichols, 
Knigtilsbridge. London, SWI 
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Bersen shoes. 

£110. These 
shoes are great 
for the transition 
between winter 
and spring with 
the majority of 
the foot covered, but with strappy backs. 
Again, these shoes have a slightly square toe, 
which will be more popular by the time 
summer arrives. A sensible height block 
provides inches without straining the fooL 
Available from Harvey Nichols. 
Knightsbridge, London SWI 

Stylist: Charlie Harrington 
Photographer: -Andrew Lamb 
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Checkout 

Where can you buy a zip? A simple 
enough request, which is 
surprisingly difficult to answer. 
Haberdashers really are a dying 
breed: we dig out some of the . 
remaining few. . 

John Lewis, Oxford St, London Wl 
(01716297711) 

John Lewis became London’s 
mecea for sewing paraphernalia 
when other stores decided to do 
away with their haberdashery 

departments. 

MacCullocb & Wallis Ltd, 25 
Dezing St, London Wl (0171 629 
0313) 

This old-fashioned shopdispenses . 
haberdashery items to trade as well 
as the general public. You can buy 
anything from cotton to corset- 
boning. 

The Button Oueen, 19 Marylebone 
Lane, London Wl (0171 935 1505) 
With over 300 varieties of pearl 
button alone, prices range from a 
-few pence to hundreds.of pounds; 



Send fabric swatches in with'de tails 
of quantity, site and style and they 
will be happy to put together three 
or four samples. 

Duttons for Buttons, 32 
Coppergate, York (01904 632042): 
also at Hkley, Harrogate and 
Keighley 

This very useful small chain sells 
everything from zips, ribbons, lace, 
braids and trims to cotton. And, of 
course, buttons from 6p-£13. 

Buttons VBows, Knight’s Court, 70 
Causeway Head, Penzance, 
ConiwalL 

They stock fabric and metal clasps 
to make nurse's belts, through to 
suspenders, needles, pins, tape, 
patchwork pieces, cotton and 
buttons. 

The Button Box 211 Shield’s Road, 
Bykcr, Newcastle (0191 2760785) 
This relatively new shop stocks all 
haberdashery requirements from 
lace to wool braids, fringes, ribbons 
and buttons. ’ 


Good thing 

Waggers Dri-Bags, £11.95 - £2795 

If you find that your car always suffers 
when you and your four-legged friend 
have been for a turn in the park, then 
zipping the soggy beast into a towelling 
bag may well hold great appeal for you. 

The bag not only dries the dog off but, 
thus restrained, it prevents it from 
roaming around on the back seat leaving 
muddy trails and hairs everywhere. And 
as if that isn't enough, the nasty pong of 
wet dog is kept at bay. Of course, your 
dog may object to being stuffed into a towelling bag. preferring a 
muddy struggle instead, in which case you may come off worse than 
the back seals of your car ever did. 

Corafev Pet & People Products, 2-4 Parsonage Street. Bradninch. 
Nr Exeter, Devon EX5 4NW (01392 SSI 2S5) 



Mad thing 


A poiiing-shed for townies, £198 

Harms OrnamentTs 'Ultimate Collection’ 
contains all that’s needed to tend the window 
boxes and patio tubs which pass as gardens for 
most city dwellers. The kit comprises three 
hand-made tools (replicas of Victorian 
gardening gear), 45 'swing' and 30 ‘T-tag’ 
copper plant-labels, a ball of jute string and a 
pair of gardening-scissors. Two slots at one end 
of the box provide space for packets of seeds, 
while bulbs can be stashed away in the main compartment alongside 
the tools. It’s enough to make even the most reluctant gardener 
consider finding a few tubs for their bare window sills. 
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TRAVEL OFFER 

DISCOVER THE AZORES 

Seven nights for just £595 in May, June & September '96 

T he lush green islands of the Azores offer a perfect refuge from the stresses of 
modern living. Remote and peaceful, these nine islands are still largely 
untouched by tourism which makes the breathtaking scenery of lakes, mountains 
and valleys all the more desirable. 

Spend seven nights in this idyllic spot on the main 
island of Sao Miguel. Your hotel is the extremely 
comfortable four-star Bahia Palace, overlooking 
the bay of Agua d'Alio. and offering swimming 
pool, tennis courts, gymnasium and sauna. 

The temperate climate and volcanic soil allow 
tropical fruits and flowers to grow in abundance 
and these holidays are planned to take advantage 
of the beautiful early and lare summer periods. 

Walking is the principal and rewarding pastime for 
visitor-. Excursions can be made by local bus or 
hire car. 

The Azores are two hours flying time From Lisbon ATOL 01580 715333 tor a brochure ABTa 

and our flights arc via the Ponugucse capita], ° r complete and past coupon ' * 

allowing time for a coach tour of the city on the 
return flight. 

This hvlida* » organiM-d bv Sunspot Tours Ltd 




INC L V I) t 1 ) 1 X T HL PRICE: 

♦ Rvliii o i-thvdulcd PikIiLs i>v 1'AV •. i;i 

♦ SiAvn nt”h(s in f' , 'iri-l)t'rlik'tl rooms -.villi .. 
.private facilities i>n lied and l>re.iklaM. 

♦ ll;iir.il:, v "uiiK-d city loiir ori.i’sltifn. 

♦ Scrvis's-s of oi> .English sfKakiii^ cmirii.r. 

NOT INf. l T HKD: Holi<l:i\ inviirmicv :il c . LT'H> pt.-r 
jK-rstm; single riM.-m supplement -.11 £*ll per niuhl; 
food anil drink nnl 'PutiH vtl 


Send Jo: The Independent Aborts Travel Offer. 

Sunspot Tours Ltd. TIic Hill. 

Cranbitink. Kcni. TNI7 .'ST. Ref: INAZSti 

NAME __ 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

□Tick the. t«u if you dn not uadi to receive fuiurc ofim 
from the Independent oi Irum UonipanK., approved bv 
the Independent Newspaper Publivhint; pk re-iflered in 
Enpiand No EUHiW.7 INTI 12 
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shopping 


Welcome to the pleasure drone 

Gina Cowen meets James Ham! an actor who runs a shop dedicated to the work of a mostlndUStriOUS insect 


S hirley and Simon Codington have 
two green Bakelite Beehive Knii- 
tinjfWool Holders left for sale. 
Both in good condition. Inter- 
ested'? As a member of the 
UKHCS (United Kingdom 
Honey Collectors Society) you would be. 
Established last year, this quirky peri- 
odical produced by James Hamill invites 
avid apiarists and collectors 10 exchange 
honey-pots and ideas. Swap a coffee mug 
with little beehives and bees all over it 
for a beehive china teapot, discover 
miniature pewter bears al a honey pic- 
nic. obtain advice on the restoration of 
honevpots. hunt for old coins struck with 
beehives or fifth-century beehive thim- 
bles. Above all. cherish your collection 
of honevpots. They can range in value 
from around £5 to £10.000 for something 
silver and sublime from Mappio & 
Webb. Mr Hamill has a collection of 
more than 600 pots, as well as hives from 
all over the world: one in the shape of 
a windmill from the Netherlands, a 
Spanish cork hive - he is even recon- 
structing an octagonal hive from a draw- 
ing by Christ oper Wren. 

Aged 36. with classic good looks, he 
came over to England 18 years ago as 
a drama student with a bee in his bon- 
net. Although he takes on the odd role, 
they are fitted around his full-time job 
- passion would be more accurate - as 
beekeeper and manager of Hive, a lit- 
tle shop hidden away in the Battersea/ 
Wandsworth hinterland. It is a honey 
paradise; an orderly clutter from floor 
to ceiling with honeys such as Cherry, 
Lime. Borage. Heal her or Apple, 
freshly cut honeycombs and delectable 
concoctions that he and his wife pre- 
pare: white chocolate honey fudge- a 
wicked honey fudge sauce, honey mus- 
tards, and a special recipe tomato rel- 
ish with honey. There are honey cos- 
metics. soaps, bath essentials, shampoos, 
conditioners, moisturise rs and beeswax 
lip balms. He also srocks royal jelly, 
acknowledged for its life-promoting 
and restorative powers, and there are 
also tinctures and ointments of propo- 
lis. used as one of the most effective nat- 
ural antibiotics known to man. It alle- 
viates a vast spectrum of ills from 
stomach ulcers to acne. 

The shop stocks gifts as well: Pooh sta- 
tionery. Buzz Bee wrapping papers, cards, 
candles (in beeswax) and honeypots 
galore. It is probably the only shop in the 
country dedicated solely to bees and 



Busy bee: James Hamill at bis London shop, where you can boy ail things apian 


their products. Behind the counter, the 
wall is covered with Hamili s awards 
from agricultural shows such as the Nat- 
ural Honey Show and the Royal Show. 
However, the most striking thing is a glass- 
walled hive containing up to 30,000 live 
bees, which Hamill constructed himself. 

A third-generation beekeeper from 
Orange County, California, Hamill 
developed his passion for bees from 
childhood, learning the husbandry of 
these tiny industrialists from his grand- 
father. Stage and screen interrupted an 
otherwise continuous passion, which 
reeraerged 10 years ago when he and his 
wife put a couple of hives in their gar- 
den. About six years ago. he went to 
study beekeeping at Hadlow Agricul- 
tural College in Kent and three years 
later, he opened TheJHive. He now has 
around 100 hives in orchards, fields, an 


allotment in looting, the back garden, 
the shop. The neighbours don’t mind? 
On the contrary, one of them wants to 
take up beekeeping. 

Hamill is researching breeding (he 
breeds Queen bees for other beekeep- 
ers) and the various diseases that can 
affect bees, including the deadly para- 
site varroa. Fortunately, the honey is not 
affected* A Queen Elizabeth Scholar- 
ship has allowed him to visit four of the 
largest honey-producing countries in the 
world: America. Canada, New Zealand 
and Australia, He has discovered that 
the international beekeeping commu- 
nity is one of great fellowship and hos- 
pitality. On a recent trip to Turkish 
Cyprus, he was changing his money at 
the bank and asked if there were any 
beekeepers in the town . The woman at 
the til! overcame the language barrier 


and rang up the local pharmacist who 
was a beekeeper. He promptly locked 
up his shop in the middle of the day to 
take Hamill on a tour of his beehives, 
followed by a celebration banquet with 
the whole family. Inspired by this fra- 
ternity, Hamill plans to trek with the 
wild honey-hunters in NepaL crossing 
social barriers in a common search of 
sweetness. 

Bees have a model of social structure 
that we should perhaps all be follow- 
ing: women in control. The Queen and 
her workers are exclusively female, the 
male drones having a short, rather sad 
role as irapregnators, thereafter being 
generally ignored and left to die. AH in 
pursuit of a sticky honey, the staple diet 
of the Owl and the Pussy CaL the 
poetic food of Rupert Brooke’s nos- 
talgia (“Stands the Church dock at ten 


Photograph: Jane Baker 

to three? And is there honey still for 
tea??) and Jonathan Swift's moral 
nursings; ““We have rather chosen to fill 
our hives with honey and wax; thus fur- 
nishing mankind with the two noblest 
of things, which are sweetness and 
light'*. James Hamill has seen the light. 
He will also pass it on. From 19 March, 
he runs bis next course in beekeeping. 
Four three-hour sessions held at the 
shop on Tuesday evenings, with a final 
session out on site, will cost £75. He 
covers the natural history of bees; 
beekeeping: hive activity, equipment 
and manipulation; harvesting and 
extracting the honey; and finally clos- 
ing down the hives for the winter. 

Contact James Hamill, The Hive, 

53 Webb's Road, Battersea London 
SW11 6RX. Tel 0171-924 6233 


The thing 
about... 

Tabasco 




W hen your food h3srto 

flavour, what do >ou adu. 
Sait? Pepper? Worcester 
sauce? Anchovy essence? . 

Mustard? Everybody has a _ 
favourite ingredient whicn gwei 
their cooking, that extra 
something. The two 1 swear by 
are sugar and that mid-century 
symbol of sophistication. 
Tabasco sauce. I’Ve even 
dropped it into overbland 
chocolate dishes: 

The thing about Tabasco is 
not just that it injects fire into 
those foods that leave the . 
tongue cold, but that it's an all- 

round style monster. Thai 

medicinal glass botdc with its 
spare, old-fashioned label 
trussing lid and name 
reminiscent of . Caribbean limbo 
n jgh ts (it’s actually made in Los 
Angeles) adds a decorative 
touch to shelves. It acts 
everywhere — hotel bars in 

C umb ria have it for that annual 
Bloody Mary, world trippers 
put it m backpacks, grannies 
sneak it into gravies, clobbers 
keep it to bring them back to 
their senses. It is the essential 
ingredient nobody' discusses. 

But itis always had one sales 
limitation in the northern 
hemisphere, and that's the 
wimp factor.. While Africans, 
Chileans, Savannahians and 
even, bless' era, Australians, 
happily scatter chillis about; we 
colder races go pink around the 
gills and say “gosh, when yon 
said it was hot... 7 A bottle of 
Tabasco can fast many years in 
the British kitchen. 

But not for much longer. The 
company have launched a 
green sauce which, unlike Thai 
curries,' is cooler than the red. 
Tabasco Jalapeno is 
comfortingly familiar , coming 
in the same bottle with an 
almost identical label, but is 
mild and juicy enough to be 
licked from a fingertip. \ 
Comments, when it was tested 
on a group of trusting victims, 
ranged from “I thought you 
said it wasn’tvery hot” through 
“Damn, that’s fine'* to “Call 
that chilli sauce?” It will perk 
up your Welsh rarebitwithout 
offending your mother-in-law. 
Clear those shelves. 
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Replies should be addressed to the relevant box number, 
c/oThe Independent, l Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 
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The Intelligent Person's Introduction Agency 

The Local service operating Nationwide 
for the imeIBgenL articular* and well educated 
Join the Largest agency whh personal interviews and SS 5750 
24 hour Freefone 0800 072 0075 brochure line 
Ask lor Free CD or Tape With further Into 
London North West Scotland North Ent 
0171 256 8123 01625 B6C&Z4 0131225 3606 0191 3632224 

South Weal West Midlands YorfcsMra East Midlands 
0117 943 9500 0121 7D4CCO0 01B04 6U62T 0115 924 1113 

FREEPOST 305 LnWon EC1B 1ST OfOes tea BJOsm to 10pm 7 dayafek 


You could wait for somebody to l mark on your door, 
or wait for the phone to ring, or perhaps vou'H meet 
an interesting stranger at a party, or. or. or . . . 

OF YOU COULD DO SOMETHING POSITIVE 
AND EXCITING ABOUT YOUR PERSONAL 
AND SOCIAL LIFE NOW!! 


m 


cTikc! 


Personal, selective introductions and small 
group events in Oxon, Backs, Berks also 
Warwickshire and Northants on 01295 690524 


"FRESHFIELDS" 

The Discreet Introduction Agency for 
Cays & Lesbians. 

Whether Your Are Looking for a 
One to One Relationship or 
New Friends & Acquaintencies 
For Further Information, please 
call 0171 394 5756 


SpeakEasy |f~ Ute Plto+te. Gale. 

* r & 



we re talking ■ ^18 || INSTANT CONNECTIONS | 

1 DATING* LjGflll 45 WOMEN 
|0839 700 044 |> l,ve on l,ne 


SAY Men 0830 400 392 
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0891708057 


Newspaper Pubfishing pic 
requests that 

Commercial Organisations 
do not send material 
to our 

Private Advertisers 


"1ST ENCOUNTERS 

Looking to widen t four social 
horizons or meet i four ideal partner? 

How have your first encounters 
been to date? 

Call 0171 394 5755 and make this a 
lasting encounter! 


DO YOU BELIEVE IN 
LIFE AFTER DEATH? 

We do. Kidney research saves lives. 
So do legacies. Phone 01480 454826 

NATIONAL 

0*33? 

RESEARCH FUND 

3 Arvhen Court, Stukelay Hoad, Huntingdon, CmbtidgasNn 
PEtaexe RegtstendOwrttyNa. 2S2SS2 


TH^iofisiioTk^tTiaT^HTToDoaion acehct 

Prafr-saul peupb tea daft tec: tfcca da! t^nne mthsi asm scL od 

Hut* wiwcZ^w 

isttaxidpotaiwiii 

WfcictitowBiiDTOBi'alL /■-— •**' 

WNDON SCOTLAND NORTH WIST N05TCH LIST 
0171 09 tf» 79 0U1 S3* 5655 01615 582S00 D191 261 22M $TK3 
YORKSHIRE YUMANDS SOUTH WIST SOUTHEAST f-jlw 
0113245*7X7 QWUHffg 01125858514 tHKgoVtZM — . 


ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 

NANNY OR AU FAIR? 

ARE YOU AN AGENCY NEEDING TO 
REACH NEW POTENTIAL CLIENTS? 

The ImtependiTt bile. have thv hi^hi<t proporlltra of voting 
upmarket adults tv ho hwv children of up to 111 years of ace 
The Independent and Independent On Sunday will be puHishlng 
a stxxitk arivatbins feature on 
Saturday 16m March and Sunday 17Wi Murt IWf 
foaNinK on nvmv and j« pair agencic- 
For more infocnub’on and how to advertise please calt- 
Arrne Parkin 

on tel no. 0171 293 2347 or fax 0171 293 2505 
Syuree Oct ‘94 - Sept '95 NFS 


To advertise in the 
Personal Section 
please call Anne Parkin 
on 0171 293 2347 


Have you moved out of your class through taking 1 
up a profession or making money? I 

U life very different now from your upbringing, 
the food you eaL the places you holiday, the way ] 
you educate your children - and do you still feel j 
you fit in with your fami ly and old frien ds. 

Journalist Bev Hopwood (Tel: 0181 554 2140), I 
would like to speak to you confidentially ] 

for an Independent Article | 


Sam 6dm 


London 

0171-499-9626 

Windsor 

01753-830350 


letters and a. wall Ad! af 
Wedding Photographs” 
iHDfPntBtST 08 SVRMJ 

. fMaf&QBEdwIinal 
Threat Sr, Mafc^SUlPK. 
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PfiotoPapfneps 

is a new visual introduction agency for Everyone- Everywhere 


FreeCall 0600 824365 (fcthr-a) for Information Pack 
or 

FREEPOST 5B001> Vetera Garden City Berta'AL? 3BR 


DEGUSTKTION COTE DU MWfetotts 
1962 Vintafle. Best savourod vnlb 
good tood/oonwsBtloix. By toe 
thinking Independent female. For 
free Wrfrie no obligation reply. 
BquMd 1 1139 

ATTRACTIVE DYNAMIC YOUKG SC 
phis woman presantiy restdern m 
Parte soofca clever, humorous pro- 
losslanal man same age to setiie 
In CUcrtosWr area. Box No h 
1140. 

ATTACKS) PROFESSIONAL HUN 
49. sincere. IntoOgeni 8 articutafa. 
seeks woman mtn slmiHar aflrtb- 
utes lo. long tfimi dlscraat aflefc 
Surray Hants. Sox No i: 1 141 

SUM ATTRACTIVE PROF F 408, 
a*, loves vlsuaj oris, theatre. Sm. 1 
travel, city, countr/shki, seeks 
Intel Spent, amusing M, for quality 1 
consuny. Sussex. Box No h 1142 

WOMAN WITH WITS and whimsy. 
bretns and beauty. 409. tMng In 
London Would Ska to d awdl e with 
jnan with a sioiy to left, who 
enjoys music, tood and wine, the ! 
shopping forecast, mooch ns and 
smootJvng Boa No 1:1143. I 

FUNLOV1NG LAW VSTY BL 50v. I 
seeta ganirino sincere man 50- 
60 t- with attra«/vB. parsonaHty | 
and G50H lor friendship. Kent ; 
London. Box no L t144 

FEMALE 29 SEEKS triendfy Horn lo 
earth male who enjoys travelling 
end n/ghts eu. Essox am Don 1 
be ahyl Sox No 1: 1145 

USA PROF HGKTER PM now CEO 
4S lit b-Tnorl, sofl touch U 20-36 
i degreed vfanradlva, IgysL 
| refined, eilm. shap ely. N S. Rcpty 
BBiplwu PO Box 1Z753. Lb Jolla 
CA 9203^-2763. Bto NO 1 11«6. 


INTERESTING ATTRACTIVE GUX a 
doctor, 61 . with Bco- soirftual vai- 
uas, sBm. IK. wet {revolted, aeote 
warm. beautiful. Inteffiganl 
woman. 35-SO. N/W< anywhere, 
interesting latter and photo. Box 
No 1:1148 

VALENTINE CARD? ME nelthert 
Man 3* ***** tody lor tong term 
ongoing Mtuadon valentine wtea. 
Unca/Humbfe/Yorka or anyhare. 
Box NO 1:1129. 

GOOD-LOOKING PROFESSIONAL 
MALE. 38. OSOH, Ukes Stnesa, 
travol. music, wining 5 dining, 
seeks sfaniSv female 2844 tor 
lanlng retattonship. W. Lon/Sur- 
rey. Photo Apo. Box No i: 1133 

EAST MIDLANDS RETIRED busi- 
nessman 70 5'6'. axtremaiy fit 
world traveller, tied in a k reala a s 
manalgs. WLH4 a lady under 83, 
Ofs wflh puny Of energy for com- 
panlortshlp on odd days oaf. also 
traveling here and anywhere 
abroad. No photos, loots nor 
important, all tetters <MB be 
respected and arasrered. Box No 
1:1130 

ATTACKED PROF WOMAN 42. has 
wU. Inislllgenca A Hbtato. seeks 
nun Mdrsutetorsaribim hr db- - 
moot affair P O Box No S20, Not- 
ttoghem. NGl 4BJ. 

UMVERSITY LECTURER PARK 
man. young 64. carihg, support- I 
No. enjoys arts, travoL seeks 
UndAheariU. refaxad wfueated F ; 
tor Ufa sharing, ettddUng. Tel No 
please. Semina fNQRS. Bax No t ; 
1131. 

A TALL, SLIM. kind, wttty. sofrent. j 
Ate, prof male, 34, who Shea 
theatre, walks, sports, dining out, I 
WLTM tamale for (rtsndshlp and j 
romance. Yorks/ North. Boa No I: 
1132 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

Thfi Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
respondents will receive 
a reply when answering 
advertisements on this 
page, although we hope 
that as a matter of 
courtesy they will. 

When making contact 
with people for the first 
time it is advisable to 
meet in a public place 
and let a member of 
your family or trusted 
friend know where you 
will be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving out personal 
details. This win be 
respected by genuine 
respondents. 


SIGNIFICANT OTHERS Imroduc- 
Bon sgsrwy. Tt» tntsSgant chole* 
for gay men. Tefc 071-938 4400. 

THE DINNER CLUB (Sat. *M). Tire 
nations onty countrywtda dining 
dub tor unattached profes- 
otom/tnsine« people aged 28 *. 
Tel: (01244) 3ED537. Business 
opportunities also available 
(01244} 54681 B. 

PLUMP PARTNERS. Nation# dating 
agency H you are phenp or prefer 
• plump panner ring 01362 
715SOO 

HOUDAY/TRAVEL PARTNERS 
Club- new Mends- new ideas. Can 
me Weystoe Club 01428 722SS3. 

OR YOU could call 

Wortdwtdo Introductions Ud_ 

Exl. stogies register UK & ireL.t 
Tec 01206 795434 Fax 791447 

UK'S BEST singles manxine. Free 
details * Bargain Oftsc. PERSON 
TO PERSON (Dept ND). P.O. BOX 
4, GoraiB-On-Thainee, RGB 8DN. 

BRIGHT ENGAGING URBANE 
Blonde, tired o! being chat*, 
wares » ba chased by as. nndsc 
tolerant, tolefluctual man with 
Ben. 46*. Mhls. Box No 1: 1 138 



10891203239 


Dateline 

“The UJL’s largest 
agency ^ 

The m re rto tosw 
For [tee delaas to atwohite 
coefldeocc; Dept N. Pa r etinr . 
23 AUvtxt RdL LredN W8 ML 
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drawing down the moon 

HI! MsiNhlV: I'ilNiV- !NTiJ«.f|i» (. ri'>\ .U.l'Nt \ 

• 'he y pe-apt# tc-v* about" 
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0171 957 6263 


Place your 

.▼ advertisement in 

Independent Hearts 

The Independent Way to Meet New People 

By placing an advertisement in The Independent Hearts section of The Independent and the 
Independent on Sunday you will immediately be lb contact with over 1.66 million readers.* 

The cost for your advertisement, published in the first available. editions of the Saturday 
"Weekend” and Sunday “Real Life” sections is just 15.00 per Dae including VAT. 
(Box No is an additional £10.00. please cross here if you do not require ^ Box No □). 

Simply write jour advertisement in the spaces below and fffl in the coupon - Minimum 2 lines. 
(N.B. A character is a tetter, a number, a punctuation mark and a space between words) 


Name:..., 

Address: 


Postcode: .... 


Telephone (daytime): 

Signature: 

AUpdwnernez W hr prepetd Cifipw should hr mdt jnjabk ,o Hr^spepcr PubtbLks Mr nr JdA mi 

□ Access. Dwsa UAmex □DkrereChjb ' card expiry date: 

Cartno: n I I 1 I I I I I M I I I I I 

Send ah advertisemaiis to:- 

Indepcndca Hearts: The lafepewtaiL 19th Floor, ! Canada Square, Canaiy Wbrf, Londo B E14 5DL 
• refcphane: 0171 293 2347 Fax: 017! 2?3 2505 

uifcr i. a*{v open topnw tei.vr*** Tradee*^,* m lbe a Wtrtpfaw i lumber. 
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meets Jeanette Winterson. Or 


not, as the ease may be 


7 




] h . ave - gone -down with an infec- ics liked the books and were pre- 
1 U< % , don * 1 sumably recommending them to 

I suffer .alone. It isu t anything their readere, the difference is 
sertous, just one of those acquired academia This is criticism as the 
sensitivities to one. of the many hard-sell, which can take place at 
allergens pf modem life. I eon- any time from the moment the 
- Traded this .one in ray local book- agent first turns up with, a fresh 
shop, -after browsing through the manuscript for an editorial con- 
.. •• new- talcs . section and noticing ference. *T think you’ll find it 
two paperback -blurbs. One, for marvellous," she savs. “I f s about 
Tim Parks s novel Mimi's Ghost , a female composer in Nazi G'er- 
fead- Tarantino meets Peter, many whose muse actually turns 
Mayla and the^other. for Libby up in person. They become lovers 
- • - . -Poi v ®^ 5 novtL-Casting Off, road and transmit German secrets to 
“Joanna Trollope meets Tom - the Allies, -encoding them in an 
Sharpe . Whether it was just the achingly beautiful piano sonata 
coin cidence of the same locution which Hitler orders broadcast as 
. appearing only a few shelves apart, an example of the superior! tv of 
or the transparent coat- trailing of Aryan culture. It’s sort of Robert 
the names selected, I haven't been Harris meets Jeanette Wimer- 
- . able to shake this initatrag turn of son." And, with any luck, when the 
phrase from my mind. book is published an obliging 

In. both .these cases the quota- reviewer will scramble for the 
tions came .from critics, not pub- same cultural grid -reference 
lishefs but; inasmuch as the crit- (though* you might, have to settle 


for “John Le Carre meets. Iris 
Murdoch"). 

Grid reference may be a little 
loo specific, actually. This is not a 
precise science, more a rough 
guide to where in the cultural 
neighbourhood this new arrival is 
likely to locate itself, just as you 
might say to someone who asks 
where you live that it's about 
halfway between Bromley and 
Sydenham. As we orienteer 
Through the woodland of modem 
commercial culture, it's helpful to 
have some familiar landmarks to 
navigate by. Some directions are 
more useful than others, naturally; 
Joanna Trollope and Tom Sharpe 
might at least be found in the same 
county, might conceivably meet at 
a cocktail party or a British Coun- 
cil tour of Pakistan - so you can 
vaguely see what the person who 
wrote the blurb might he getting 
at - a rather English combination 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


of middle-class angst and sexual 
comedy (T guess). But in the 
Parks’s example the way points a re 
too widely spaced ro be practical 
- as if you were to say to someone 
“turn left at Ambleside and stop 
before you reach Chicago". Here 
the promise is slightly different, of 
a simple money-machine alchemy; 
you can imagine the publisher's 
rep with his samples case open, 
trying to conjure the sound of jin- 
gling tills in the bookseller's mind. 
It doesn't matter that the con- 
junction is completely implausible; 
it’s possible to spend a few idle 


hours speculating about what such 
a combination would look like - 
presumably when you call out a 
local artisan to wipe brain frag- 
ments off the inside of \ our car he 
turns up three dass late, com- 
pletely pissed, and then swans off 
without finishing the quarter- 
lights. Or you pop out in the 
evening for a petit rouge and get 
into a snooting match with the 
locu butcher after he takes offence 
a: your thesis that Hass from 
Bonanza was obviously having sex 
with his horse. E'.cn in the mind 
o£ the most fevered salesman, 
though, this isn't an accurate 
description of the book in question 
la rather good black comedy with 
an Italian setting I. It might even be 
counter-productive, a phrase that 
hopes to sell the book as hot-cakes 
but merely suggests that it is a 
mixed selection from the past- 
ihe-sell-by-date bin. 


It doesn't help cither thau as 
well as being a familiar commer- 
cial pitch. The locution is also a 
fairly common piece of comic 

architecture, in which the possi- 
bility of unlikely marriage is 
exploited for laughs. The writer of 
“Tarantino meets Peter Mayle" is 
dearly torn between providing a 
shorthand for the matter of the 
book, and tweaking the line into 
something a bit 'funnier than 
“combines winy violence with an 
accurate representation of provin- 
cial life". And “meets" is on hand 
to solve his problem, jusi as it is 
for anyone a bit short of inspira- 
tion on the day. 

“Meets" is the most fashionable 
version of this habit of mind, one 
with a Hollywood briskness about 
it, but there are other more ven- 
erable forms - “a marriage of X 
and V. say. or even "a cross 
between A and B Clive .Ander- 


son offers a good example of the 
latter in comic mode - and of the 
la Lai temptations of the construe- I 
lion. In the book accompanying his 
current BBC series he describes 
Che Guevara as “a cross between 
Tony Benn and Hugh Grant”. This 
is sublimely off-ihe-balt, conjuring 
pictures of u shy. flop-haired Eng- 
lishman in stained battle-fatigues. 
He is clutching a mug of tea and 
staring down from the Corderilla 
at the' enemy forces on the plain 
below. “Urm. I, um... look... oh 
fuck. I'm shorry but we can't blow 
the hridge unless we vote on com- 
posite .39 first. Umm... shorn." 
Presumably, if there's a hit of 
Tony Benn" in Che Guevara then 
the reverse is true. too. though we 
wilt have to find anoLher half; 
Charles Hawtrcv meets Che Gue- 
vara? Che Guevara meets Mr 
Pooler? Enough - 1 feel a sneeze 
coming on. 



From 'Peak Practice' to ‘Soldier, 
Soldier’, she’s written some of the 


How, as they like to say on 
the box, does she do that? 





ocy Gannon has a lbt to answer for. 
Thanks 1 to her, we have had to 
endure the sight and sound of Rob- 
, son and Jerojne. She is the woman 

■ responsible for Soldier, Soldier - the 

airay drama, that launched the; tuneless 
twosome to the top of the charts and on 
to every .teenage gtri’s wail in the land. 

Not content with that, Gannon also 
-devisedthe hugely successful Peak Practice 
(doctors in beautiful surroundings) and 
Bramwell (doctors in beautiful costumes), 
lb create one top-rated ITV drama is more 
than roost writers could ever dream of 
managing; to create three just looks greedy. . 
She has also developed a nice little side- 
line in single dramas such as Tender Lov- 
ing Care, in which Dawn French played a 
■ murderous nurse. Gannon is now one of 
averyfew writ^whose name alone is suf- 
ficient to give the green light to any pro- 
ject to which it is attached So how has she 
done it? .Does she, like tbe makjers of Coca- 
Cola, possess a secret formula? 

Usually hard-nosed - executives go all 
gooey at the very mention, of the most 
sought-after writer of popular drama, in 
British television, an unassuming, well- 
built woman with short-cropped black hair 
and a winning smile. (If you.passed her on 
the street, you might think that she was a- 
eare worker — as indeed she once was.) AH 
of them extol, first and foremost her mas- 
tery of character. After all, you can have a 
drama without car chases or casualty units, 
without explicit sex orviolence, but you can 
never ever have a drama without characters. 

“The few times I’ve had an idea rather 
than a character first it’s always gone dead 
on me," Gannon hereelf confirms, while 
sipping coffee in a quiet cafe off Marble 
Arch after agruelling day filming Trip Trap 
- a one-off JBBC- drama about domestic 
violence. “When I started; Wicked Old 
Nellie fa 1989 play about a woman in an 
ok! people's home], all I got was a mental 
picture of an old woman sitting in a room 
looking at her foot and thinking, 'Whose 
is that? It can't be mine.’ Unless you get 
the characters first; you can’t do it-" 
Jonathan FowcII, head of drama at Carl- 
ton and the man responsible for schedul- 
ing Soldier, Soldier* Peak Practice and 
BmmwelL concurs. “She is a complete one- 
off, She dominates-popular drama because 
she is brilliant at creating sympathetic 
characters that audiences like. In her 
scripts; there’s an absolutely natural and 
. instinctive dfrecmess:;She’s unfiltered, a 

• very -unpretentious, person* She’s not 
afitiid of engaging the 'emotions .of the 

• characters or the audience." T hin k of the 


beautifully modulated minuet of UST 
(Unresolved Sexual Tension) between 
headstrong doctors Jack Kerruish (Kevin 
Whately) and Beth Glover (Amanda Bur- 
ton) that resonated through Peak Practice. 

The producer Ruth Caleb has worked 
with Gannon since her first play for tele- 
vision, an adaptation of Keeping Tom Nice 
in 1989. “Lucy is a writer with a good 
understanding of what makes people 
tick," Caleb reflects. “She has a very 
good instinct for what people want to 
watch, and you can’t learn that. Her writ- 
ing is character-driven. She finds the plots 
only after she’s found the characters. 
There’s a richness to her writing because 
it’s bedded in character." This enables 
Gannon to deal with “issues" such as fem- 
inism ( Bramwell ) or child abuse {Testimony 
of a Child) or teenage pregnancy [A Small 
Dance) without bashing viewers over the 
head with theml 

"Her strengths lie in dealing with ordi- 
nary people in extraordinary situations," 
Caleb continues. “She is also able to deal 
with complexities simply. There are layers 
of complexity underneath a work that 
appears quite straightforward.” 

Like Thuriderbirds, all the work goes on 
behind the scenes. Gannon, a widow with 
one teenage daughter, is often at her desk 
from seven In the morning till 11 at night, 
buffing and polishing her scripts. George 
Faber, the BBC’s head of single drama, 
calls her “a master craftsman, or should 
that be mistress craftiswoman? Sfie has a 
nose for a good story and constructs it with 
craft and skill." 

Powell adds: “She’s amazingly techni- 
cally proficient. The first episode of 
Bramwell [in which the lead character, a 
crusading Victorian doctor played by 
Gemma Redgraye, and her partriorchaJ 
opponents, are cleverly introduced against 
the backdrop of a medical emergency] is 
a textbook example of how to set up a 
series. In years to come, when they’re 
teaching television sefeenwriting at uni- 
versities, theyll look at that first episode 
and see a sheer piece of construction.” 

The architecture of Trip Trap is equally 
impressive in the build-up to the first act 
of violence. Junior school head Ian Arm- 
strong (Whately, imaginatively cast 
against type) is first seen sweetly reading 
bedtime stories to bis adoring children in 
front of a roaring fire. Then, ever so sub- 
tly, hints about his vicious streak axe 
dropped in, as he tetchily corrects his 
wife's (Stella Gbnet) grammar, wipes her 
lipstick off with a threatening “That’s bet- 
ter" and dismisses her best friend as a 


“bloody woman". The sense of menace 
develops as he complains about having to 
keep a "tighL hold" on her all the time 
before, some way into the film, he sud- 
denly snaps into ugly, rib-breaking 
punches when she gets a wine delivery 
wrong. 

Unlike many writers who graduate 
straight from short trousers into major 
drama commissions, Gannon has a hin- 
terland. After more than 20 years as a 
nurse, residential social worker and mili- 
tary policewoman - all of which came in 
very handy for her subsequent career - in 
1987, at the age of 39, she entered the 
Richard Burton Award for playwrights in 
the hope of winning some money for a new 
car. Although she had only been io the 
theatre once before, she defeated 15,000 
other entrants with her play. Keeping Tom 
Nice . to win £2,000 and a six-month spell 
as writer-in-residence at the Royal Shake- 
speare Company. 

Riber, who brought that play to televi- 
sion, sets grea* store by the fact that Gan- 
non has a masters degree from the Uni- 
versity of Life. “She has lived,” he 
observes. “She has had a number of very 
demanding jobs that gave her tremendous 
life experience - ail of which comes 
through in her writing. She has an aston- 
ishing insight into the human mind. It’s 
always good io work with writers who have 
lived: they've got more stories to tell. 
Whatever their talents, younger writer* 
don’t have the same urgency to impart 
things." 

Powell grabs the baton. “It’s unusual to 
find someone who came to writing so late 
in life,” he opines. “She’s very, very dif- 
ferent from other television people 
because she came in without an inherited 
agenda. She came in fully-formed as a per- 
son. It would be. a bit like Alan Plater ot 
Troy Kennedy Martin popping directly 
from the womb. She’s not an Oxbridge 
type looking down on the audience. She 
understands them without condescending 
.to them." 

Gannon underlines the importance of 
her background. Her father was in the 
Army and she had a peripatetic upbring- 
ing, leaving school at 16. “Army life gives 
you a breadth as a writer that you don’t 
get if you've spent your entire life in 
Piddlington-by-the-Sea," she reckons. 

Trip Trap is ostensibly a departure from 
the comfortable, tried-and-tnisicd recipe. 
But the prolific Gannon has had popular 
successes with one-off “issue dramas" 
before: Keeping Tom Nice, about a hand- 
icapped boy whose father commits suicide. 


picked up the John Whiting Award in 
1990, and A Small Dance, in which a 
teenage mother abandons her baby, won 
the 1991 Prix Europa. Faber, for one, sees 
no conflict between hard-hitting and pop- 
ular drama. “There is no distinction," he 
asserts. “Most popular drama is hard-hit- 
ting these days - look at Band of Gold or 
C/acker. Trip Trap is popular in that it takes 
ordinary people and puts them in a situ- 
ation that has touched millions of people.” 

Gannon's work bas not been immune 
to criticism. One columnist called her “the 
Betty Boothrqyd of Derbyshire”. “He 
said I was strident and left-wing," Gannon 
recalls, “and was convinced I had this huge 
political agenda. Wish I did.” And after 
Wicked Old Nellie, the writer was con- 
demned by a critic as “a bloody left-wing 
social worker". 

But what irks her most is that snootier 
critics have looked down their noses at the 
popularity of her shows. “There’s this ten- 
dency to decry ITV and to decry the pop- 
ular,” she harrumphs. "That’s crap. If you 
value the viewer, then how can you be 
sniffy 1 about Peak Practice ot Soldier. Sol- 
dier ■? The great mistake is to think that if 
15 million watch a programme and the 
reviewer doesn't like it. then it must be 
because the 15 million are all stupid.'' 

Even after more hits than Mike Tyson. 
Gannon feels an outsider in the cocky 
world of television. “I still find it daunt- 
ing^" she admits. Nevertheless, three dif- 
ferent drama executives are pleading with 
her for series ideas, and she already has a 
series about an open prison and a 17th- 
century love story in development at the 
BBC. The Gannon production-line shows 
no sign of slowing down. 

“As soon as you gel one out. they ask, 
‘Got any more?'," she sighs. “Telly is a huge 
writer-gobbling-up machine. Writing for 
television satisfies the village need for 
anecdotes - ‘How's Mrs Bloggs?’ - that sort 
of thing. I don't resent it. It pays me well 
and I love iL Seven years ago I was living 
in a council house with no central heating. 
Now I’ve bought a convened bam in Der- 
byshire and I'm trying to move to London. 
Writing is emotionally draining, but what a 
privilege at the age of 39 to find your voice. 
When Soldier. Soldier started, my husband 
George used to look out of the window and 
say. There are people out on the street 
Don't they' know Soldier. Soldiers on?’ " 

’Trip Trap’ is on BBC1 at 9pm tonight. 

‘Peak Practice 1 continues on ITV at 
9pm on Tuesday. 'Soldier, Soldier 1 and 

■Bramwell 1 return later in the year 



Writer, writer: Lucy Gannon's success is based on her ability to create 
believable characters in programmes such as (from top) her new show 
Trip Trap, Soldier, Soldier and Peak Practice Main picture: John Lawrence 
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Father Ted / Fruity Moments (C4) 

Re-appraisal for an unholy success and 
pip-pip-hooray for fruit By Jasper Rees 


I n this job. you're paid to trust your own judge- 
ment. You think a new sitcom is dire, you soy 
so. It then wins lots of awards, you look at the 
cuttings as a second series approaches and note 
that only the Mad on Sunday agrees with you. 

Forgive me. Faiher Ted. for I have sinned. 
When I first saw your programme, my sense of 
humour malfunctioned But like an old commu- 
nist seeing the error of his ways. I now freely admit 
that the show is side-splrtiingly hilarious, that you 
are the most profound and many-sided comic cre- 
ation since Falstaff. and that we have to go back 
to Luther to find a comparably detailed com- 
mentary on the venial frail Lies of the priesthood. 

That sight gag involving two tracked men and 
a naked male” posterior was a particular triumph 
- so killing, in fact, that you can grant yourself 
absolution for using it twice. Ditto the one. or 
rather two. about the priest on four wheels fly- 
ing over a cliff. .As for the joke involving the vil- 
lage idiot taking charge of a lorry load of sewage, 
who’d have Thought that in the final frame, your- 
self and Father DougaJ would be splattered in the 
stuff? A prophet couldn't have foretold it. 

Because the pratfalls are executed with such 
cheerful vigour, it takes a while - in your critic’s 
ease, a w hole series - to unearth the more know- 
ing and worid-weaiy gobbets of wit that fills the 
gaps in between. Far from appealing exclusively 
to the lowest comic needs (caravans falling over, 
old Father Jack too pissed to speak? etc), 
scriptwriters Arthur Mathews and Graham Line- 
ham even run to literary criticism. Last night saw 
perhaps the first mention of Roddy Doyle in a sit- 
com. There can be no more reliable measure of 
a novelist's cultural outreach. The only other 
Bookerwinner it will have happened to is Salman 
Rushdie. “Ever heard the one about Kazuo 
Ishiguro .’’* doesn't really trip off the tongue. 

Three unqualified cheers for Fruity Stories, a new 
series about the eponymous victual. The narrator 
mming a watery text into wine was David Lloyd, 
once an England opening bat but these days the 
earthiest broadcaster around. The coupling sounds 
barmy (what next? Classy Ray Stubbs presents 
Antiques Roadshow') but makes perfect sense. 
Now apples, us well as wickets, tumble to the same 
intoxicating sounA a fruit-punch accent from the 
rural pocket of east Lancashire that Mends flat 
northern vowels and a ripe yokel burr. 

Much of the programme's advice seemed a bit 
remote in March. The most useful suggested you 
get going on your greenhouse strawberries prestis- 
simo. The man from the Royal Horticultural Soci- 
ety recommended planting early-fruiting varieties, 
He named two. “both .American, by the way. but 
very good". The flavoursome subtext, still deeply 
embedded but doubtless due to sprout and 
flower in coming episodes, is that anyone who 
grows a lot of fruit tends to deserve the suffix 
“cake", which is presumably why they bought in 
a cricket commentator to tell us all about iL 


THEATRE Foe, West Yorkshire Playhouse, Leeds 

Silence is powerful, especially on the stage, as Theatre de Gomplicite’s 
reworking of the Robinson Crusoe tale points up. By Paul Taylor 



The voice of Robinson Crusoe: Kathryn Hunter (left) with Selma Alispahic, who plays her daughter 


Photograph: Stuart Morris 


A s is shown by the mute and mutilated form of Lavinia in Titus 
Andronicus, silence tends to be more eloquent on the stage 
than on the page. The palpable presence of stage silence - 
its capacity to transmit a sense of enigma, threat - is of great 
advantage to Theatre de Complicite in their new adaptation of 
JM Coctzee's novel Foe. The book is the kind of scrupulous, 
searching counter-fiction to Robinson Crusoe that you might 
expect from a liberal white South African. In his version of the 
myth. Friday is not the chatty noble savage of Defoe's imagin- 
ing, but a slave whose tongue has been severed (possibly by Cru- 
soe) and a central brooding question mark, here embodied in 
a powerful, dignified performance from Patrice Naiambana. 

With studied avoidance of sentimentality. Coetzee inserts a 
woman into the stoiy of the island; indeed, he writes the novel in 
her voice. Once back in England with the traumatised Friday in 
tow. Kathryn Hunters seanngly expressive Susan Barton tries to 
sell that talc in order to secure the money that will liberate them 
both. In her communications by letter with her ghost writer. Foe. 
she becomes Coctzee’s means of exploring such topics as the moral 
ownership and distortion of stories. Rob Pickavance’s bewigged 
Foe is more interested in Susan’s adventures before the island 
serching for her daughter. Her willed silence on these matters is 
contrasted with the involuntary silence of the mutilated Friday. 

Complicite have never beea afraid of trying to make theatri- 
cal poetry out of improbably stageable prose, and with Bruno 
Schulz and John Berger they succeeded. Here, though - despite 


an intelligent adaptation by Mark Wheatley and a grimly com- 
mitted production by Annie Castledine and Marcello Magni - 
the material is so preoccupied with questions of textualfty and 
so top heavy with text that it puts frustrating restraints on the 
exuberant physical imagination for which the company is famous. 
The show is successful at conveying the tricky tensions between 
the trio on the island (a barren, gully-scored block of baked earth 
washed by aural waves that rush towards you on the soundtrack 
with the painful exhilaration of an express train), but it does not 
solve the problem of presenting in clear stage pictures the sym- 
bolic relationship of the participants in the London scenes. 

At the start of that second half, manuscript pages flutter from 
the sky and Foe’s desk and chair, each with gigantic legs, dom- 
inate the view. The book, which takes the form. of a memoir and 
letters, keeps insisting on its writtenness and, indeed,, eventu- 
ally establishes writing as the way Friday may find relief. 

But it's hard to bring a lettcrwriter and her correspondent into 
dynamic interaction and Foe's shifting dramatic status is not given 
a sharp enough focus. Tm ashamed to say that the bits I liked best 
were the ones of pure sensuous immediacy'; for example, the 
moment, simple to achieve perhaps blit magical when Susan, 
demented by the noise of the wind, dips her head into a pool of 
water and ai) the sound suddenly switches off. creating, in a work 
preoccupied by sDence, silence of dizzying intensity. 

To 30 March. Booking: 0113-244 2111 


POP 

Tarnation, Dingwall’s, London 

Charlotte O’Sullivan falls for melancholia 
from the valley of the shadow of death 


fS/Y 


A t 13, Tarnation’s Paula Frazer was chucked 
out of school for smoking dope. As a 
result her father was fired from his job ana 
the family had to leave town. . . It shows’, lam- 
tioa's music is no happiness fest. Try unagm- 
ine Patsy Cline yodelling through the valley of 
the shadow of death. And then imagine 
som thing twice as lonely. 

. • . Tarnation, who played to a small but intense 
crowd aLDingwall’son Thursday night, arc an 
- unholy product of cowgirl punk and warped 
’ muzak: One bar will remind you of Lone Jus- 
tice, the next of Chris Isaak. Whatever, it’s nor 
- blew Country and it’s not tongue-in-cheek New 
Wave, ft feels as old and earnest as the hills. 

: Tonight Paula Frazer, bom and raised in the 
Deepi South, wears a black velvet dress with a 
huge choker; in a good tight she could pass for 
■ Elkie Brooks (at other times, it’s undoubtedly 
‘Agnes- Moorhead). She has a new band and 
they’re mighty impressive. Her two guitarists 
take root on eitherside, plucking their strings 
with the concentrations of village idiots. 

: Behind the trio, the drummer essays soothing 
brush strokes. ■ ' 

The. melancholy anthems ‘‘The Well and 
“Game of Broken ^Hearts" emerge slower 
than on last year’s glorious Gentle Creatures 
album, increasing the dangerous desire to 
swoon. But with Fnazer there’s ao ground to 
catch you, nowhere to faB except down, down, 
down. It goes so deep ft makes your groin itch. 
Incredibly. Frazer seems oblivious to her 
power she sways with the blank-eyed intensity 
of a Cassandra and then burbles between songs 
like a wacky grandmammy, “Hey, the lights are 
so bright, here, it’s like a UFO. it’s OK, Tm 
not tripping..." 

Highlight of the evening is “Halfway to Mad- 
ness' 1 . with Frazer wailing, “In the muddy 
brown water where I wrote your name...” It all 
makes as much sense as the words of someone 
thrashing in their sleep. “How simple things 
seemed, when I just wanted to hold you” - ah, 
now we know’ what she’s talking about Her 
pure voice spurs' and the guitars build, putting 
you in mind of (rains leaving town, cabooses 
rattling furiously along the tracks. That’s Tar- 
nation's music for you: providinga soundtrack 
for ail the cheesy, hurtful images your dreams 
have ever thrown up. . ; 

■When the mesmerised audience realise Tar- 
nation have left the stage they start to whoop 
and holler. Frazer and the hoys return. “Hello 
again, we'll do ‘Big GMotel,” she says and the 
crowd cheers. “You really want some torture, 
don’tyou?" cackles Frazer, “seven minutes of 
torture." We’re talking- lost love here and 
“cologne-drenched curtains” - pure higb- 
scbool poetry - but in the mouth of this care- 
worn woman it works. Yeah, we're wallowing 
in pain and lardy, ft feels gooff. 


CLASSICAL Danish Composers’ Biennale. The Nineties may offer thin pickings but the Sixties are in safe hands - and they're Welsh. By Stephen Johnson 


v 


D enmark's Third Composers' 
Biennale set off on its two-week 
journey Iasi Saturday. There were 
no fanfares, no conspicuous attempts 
to market the product, but the theatre 
at Copenhagen's Den Anden Opera 
(“The Oi her Opera’ ) was packed, and 
the discussion during the intervals and 
after the concerts seemed - from my 
short investigative dips - lively enough. 

Refreshingly, there was little evidence 
of the so-called "ghetto mentality”: no 
protests ( however muted) on behalf of 
“isms” or factions: no obvious little 
cliques darting hostile glances around 
the theatre bar. Either the Danish new- 
music scene is a Jot Jess bitehv and 


insecure than its London counterpart, 
or the Danes are just better at swal- 
lowing their resentments. I have my sus- 
picions, but for the moment I'll forbear 
to judge. 

The quality of music in last Saturday s 
two concerts varied, naturally, but 
there was little that seemed less than 
accomplished, and from time to time 
- and particularly during the evening 
programme - a real, three-dimension- 
al musical intelligence rook centre-stage. 
Hans Abrahamsen’s Wintemachi was 
poetic in detail and overall conception. 
Wintemacht's brand of gentle Northern 
Impressionism was echoed in Olav 
Berg's Four Poems and in parts of Rolf 


VfaUin’s Bayl (the name may have to be 
changed for British consumption). But 
the Berg bad only just enough substance 
for one poem, let alone four, while the 
Wallin depended too heavily on stock 
soft-modernist derices, and the ex- 
pected boyl-up never really happened. 
The players can’t be blamed: the 
Norwegian BIT20 Ensemble sounded 
like a first-class new-musie band. They 
made a more convincing job of Mag- 
nus Lindberg's Correnie than any oth- 
er group I’ve beard - so. those textures 
don’t have to sound self-defeatingly 
dense after all. 

The home-produced Athelas En- 
semble’s afternoon concert turned up 


some unexceptionably pretty things, 
notably Svend Hvindtfelt Nielsen’s 
aptly named FlowerfaJI. and one en- 
tertaining relic of Sixties absurdism, 
Pelle Gudmundsen-Holmgreen’sJe ne 
me taimi jamais. Jamais. 

But another Sixties survivor. Per 
Norgard’s mini song-cycle Prismc, 
turned out to be a hard act to proceed- 
In its way, Prisme is just as much a child 
of the Sixties as/e ne ma lairai , and yet 
so much of it feels discovered, not bor- 
rowed or imitated. In one delicious mo- 
ment a sharp, dry chord cut off to reveal 
a comically wobbling electric guitar - 
others have tried things like- it, so why 
was this unmistakably Norgard? 


By an elegant piece of planning, the 
previous evening’s Danish Radio 
Symphony Orchestra concert included 
two works by veteran Danes: the 86- 
year-old Vagn Holmboe's new 13th 
Symphony and the oratorio Moses, 
written just over 30 years ago (the same 
year as Norgard’s Prisme) by Herman 
KoppeL Holmboe's senior by one year. 

Holmboe’s new symphony may fall 
short of his best (eg Nos 8 and 10) in 
imagination and sustained argument, 
but the vitality was real enough. Com- 
posers in their eighties, if they write 
symphonies at all, don't normally con- 
ceive them in three muscular. fast 
movements: 


Koppel’s Moses was a find, dearly in- 
debted to Schoenberg’s Moses und 
Arori, but with a hieratic grittiness of 
its own. Of all the pieces performed 
during the weekend, this and the Nor- 
gard are the ones Fd most tike to hear 
‘ again: The Wjlsh conductor Owain Ar- 
wel Hughes (whose BIS recording of 
Holmboe’s Eighth and Ninth Sym- 
phonies with the Aarhus Symphony Or- 
chestra I chose as one of my five discs 
of 1995) directed it all impressively, and 
was warmly applauded by the audience 
for his efforts. With or without the daf- 
fodil buttonhole, he fooks as though he’s 
well on his way -to becoming an hon- 
orary Dane. . 
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Are literary biographers driven by 


envy? Tonight's Bookmark suggests life-writing is fuelled by corrupt impulses. Peter Parker disagrees 



Tfae usuaf suspects: Hooter Thompson (top) and Edmund White have three biographers on their 
tail. Sylvia Pfatft (here with Ted Hughes, above) fell controversially to Jlf Alvarez's pen in 1971 


D uring Lifers, Roy Ackerman’s 
BBC2 Bookmark dim. sub- 
titled “The Rise and Rise of 
the Literary Biographer'”, 
there is a shot of a man pound- 
ing along a road. “Before I begin 
work,” Peter Whitmer confides, “the 
very first thing. I put on my Reeboks. 
I go out my back door, and while I’m 
climbing the mountain I think about 
my characters I’m writing about as a 
biographer. I come back, sit dawn 
with a cup of black coffee and a slice 
of bread and go to it." 

1 cannot say that this is how I face 
the day “as a biographer", and Td be 
surpised if it was a regime many of 
my colleagues would recognise. But 
then Whitmer lives in America, 
where it is fondly believed that beat- 
ing the competition is merely a mat- 
ter of proper training. 

Whitmer was one of three people 
racing to write biographies of the cult 
journalist Hunter S Thompson in 
1993. Despite his Reeboks, how- 
ever, he was outmanoeuvred by the 
tough and wily E Jean Carroll, who 
simply moved in with Thompson, 
notebook at the ready. Whitmer 
and the third biographer, Paul Percy, 
prove ungaUanl in defeat. “The dif- 
ference between E Jean and me is 
that 1 did most of my interviewing 
standing up,” says Perry. “It was a 
very good autobiography of E Jean 
Carroll,” says Whitmer, “If anyone's 
interested in that.” 

These three writers dearly make 
good copy, but they are unusual rep- 
resentatives of “the literary biogra- 
pher”. Whitmer, now’ a psychologist, 
was formerly “drummer for the hip- 
pie surfing pop group. The Turtles”; 
Perry “has made millions writing air- 
port books about near-death expe- 
riences”; and Carroll is “an Esquire 
columnist and chat-show host”. 
Rather different track records from 
those of, say. Ian Hamilton, Richard 
Holmes and Anne Stevenson, who 
also appear in the programme. 

Lifers is an instantly recognisable 
Bookmark product: the usual faces, 
the usual stories, the usual staged 
telephone conversations, the usual 
jazz soundtrack It is not that the pro- 
gramme is uninteresting, merely that 


it is desperately formulaic. Further- 
more. the standard policy of editing 
out those who interview participants 
means that people are allowed to 
pontificate unchallenged. Germaine 
Greer, a long-serving opponent of 
biography, now finds herself the 
subject of one, and is filmed bemoan- 
ing the fact in a vegetable patch. 
(“I've just wrenched that poor little 
bean out of the ground,” she says 
with evident empathy.) When she 
complains that her biographer might 
upset her mother, no one asks 
whether poor old Mum was upset by 
Greer’s own ruthless slice of family 
biography. Daddy Wfr Hardly Knew 
You: when she displays her extensive 
and well-ordered personal arch he. 
no one asks who or what it is for 
when she compares biography with 
methods of torture employed by the 
Koreans, no one says. “Come off it, 
Germaine Similarly, no one chal- 
lenges AJ Alvarez, a notably 
pompous denouncer of biography 
whose “study of suicide", TheSaxage 
God, opened with what some people 
regarded as an exploitative memoir 
of Sylvia Plath. (Admittedly, the 
programme would have been on dif- 
ficult ground here, since it includes 
a startlingly tasteless dramatisation 
of Plath’s last moments, ending with 
the detached knob from a gas cooker 
rolling in front of a pile" of books 
about" her.) 

The same tired old theories are 
served up. People write biographies 
because their own lives are ■‘totally 
uninteresting” says Edmund White. 
The amhor of a massive volume on 
Genet, he should know. And yet now 
White finds himself the subject of 
three biqgraphies-in-progress. so pre- 
sumably -even if he is no Lyoon Stra- 
ehey - his life must be of some inter- 
est to someone. Scowling from a sofa. 
Martin Amis declares that: ‘Any biog- 
rapher is likely to be some son of artist 
manque. It's second or third best to 
what you want to be” - i.e. someone 
like Martin Amis, presumably, not an 
aspiration I've ever encountered 
among biographers (or anyone else). 
For Amis, biography seems a poor 
subititute forcosying up to the great: 
“When you finish a book written by a 


contemporary thai you love, you want 
to ring the writer up. you want to have 
a drink with the writer.” 

What actually drives most literary 
biographers is not envy, feelings of 
inferiority, or thwarted creativity, but 
sheer curiosity - a fascination with 
other people’s lives chat's similar to 
the impulse that leads others to 
write and read fiction. Eponymously 
inquisitive myself. I am always aston- 
ished by the protestations of those 
who claim not to want to read about 
the lives of those they admire. Never 
mind whether or not the life sheds 
light on the work - I have never 
understood how it could not, while 
remaining equally convinced that 
the work should stand or fall in iso- 
lation from its creator what interests 
us is human nature. 

That said, one occasionally shares 
with Ian Hamilton a feeling that 
there is an “essential impropriety” 
about the biographer's trade. Even 
though my subjects ( J. R_ Ackerley 
and Christopher IsherwoodJ are 
safely dead, a number of their 
friends, relations and relicts - not to 
mention a host of casual, though 
highly intimate acquaintances - arc 
not. and somehow have to be incor- 
porated in the story. 

A more interesting aspect of biog- 
raphy than the rivalries and lawsuits 
rehearsed in Lifers would be method- 
ology’ - by which I mean seduction, 
prevarication, bullying and deceit. 1 
exaggerate, of course; though it may 
seem hard to believe, most literary 
biographers do have scruples. In 
order to discover information, how- 
ever, it is sometimes necessary to set 
aside the codes by which you nor- 
mally conduct your life. Although 
just about able to restrain myself 
from reading other people’s letters 
and diaries when off duty, in libraries 
and archives I have occasionally and 
inadvertently been given or hap- 
pened upon papers not intended for 
my eyes. One writer told me of the 
time be was handed the personnel 
file of a former employee of the 
BBC. He foolishly took a lunch 
break before inspecting this booty. 
When he returned it had vanished - 
a cautionary tale I have carried with 


me ever since. I once came across a 
misfiled cache of leners. which I 
hastily read before handing them 
over io their owner.” I d< m t think 
these are supposed to be here,” 1 
said, adopting the expression of the 
Most Honourable Boy in the School. 
“I assume you read those leners,” he 
remarked casually a few days later. 
1 hadn't fooled him fora minuLe. 

1 have also gone to interview peo- 
ple hoping to trick them into reveal- 
ing things that I supect but need to 
confirm. It doesn't always work. I 
couldn't get one vciy distinguished 
British acting knight to confirm that 
he had enjoyed a brief fling with Ack- 
erley in the 1920s, though he freely 
admitted to one with Godfrey Winn 
(a rather more shaming confession, 
by any standards ). Despite my prob- 
ing, a key figure in Isherwood's life 
is currently holding out on me about 
a highly significant episode he 
unwisely confided to others, who 
immediately blabbed to me. Unwill- 
ing to betray my sources (boLh of 
whom, uneasily valiant fur truth, 
spoke to me “off the record"). I must 
bide my time. 

For most of us there remain lim- 
its to what we will do in order to 
acquire information. E Jean Carroll 
insists that she did not “scronge” 
Hunter Thompson, but implies that 
this was a question of health risks 
rather than biographical ethics. No 
one has ever thrust themselves at me 
in exchange for information, alas, but 
one biographer told me that not only 
he but also his partner were obliged 
to pop into bed with an elderly gen- 
tleman before he would talk. I sub- 
sequently read his Acknowledge- 
ments page ("...beyond the call of 
duty...”) very carefully. 

A genuinely revealing and lively 
program mecould be made by fol- 
lowing a single biographer in nis or 
her quest, for the job has many of the 
elements of a thriller or a black com- 
edy. But who would volunteer? As 
James Atlas, who has spent a decade 
stalking Saul Bellow, puts it: “I feel 
for him at times. It must be a fear- 
ful experience to be confronted by a 
biographer. I wouldn't want my biog- 
raphy written.” 


The greatest story never told 

Karen Armstrong is unimpressed by a simplistic rendering of the Bible as fiction 


W alter Wangerin has attempted 
to rewrite the Bible as a ncweL 
“He has given the Bible back 
to the- people,” proclaims the 
endorsement on the cover of The 
Book of God. "The Good Book 
becomes the Good Read.” Chris- 
tians wbohave found the Bible per- 
plexing and arcane, its message 
obscured by centuries of musty 
commentary, can take heart. In 
prose reminiscent of that of Jeffrey 
Archer or Judith Krantz, Wangerin 
traces the biblical story from the 
destruction of Sodom to the foun- 
dation of the Christian Church. 

Despite the growing funda- 
mentalist trend that insists the 
biblical stories are literal state- 


ments of historical fact, there is 
nothing new about perceiving the 
Bible as fiction. Scholars have 
demonstrated the immense liter- 
ary skill employed by the writers 
and the complexity of the text, 
which makes a simplistic inter- 
pretation impossible. It is becom- 
ing increasingly difficult to treat 
the Bible as a holy encyclopaedia 
in which we can find accurate 
information about God: instead it 
forces us to confront the compli- 
cations of the human condition. 

Wangerin’s novel, however, 
seems to go ou t of its way to drain 
the Bible of both depth and com- 
plexity. At the epd of a century 
scarred by genocide and holo- 


Tiie Book of God 
Walter Wangerin 
Lion, £20 


caust, for example, he finds noth- 
ing disturbing in Joshua s indis- 
criminate slaughter of the inhabi- 
tants of Canaan, nor does he seem 
troubled by God’s extermination 
of almost the entire human race 
during the Flood. He prefers to 
take the text at face value than to 
ask difficult questions. 

Not so the biblical-writers, who 
often, hint at untold complica- 


tions. They leave us with the dis- 
tinct impression that Isaac was 
profoundly damaged by Abra- 
ham's readiness to offer him as a 
human sacrifice. Yet in Wagnerin’s 
novel, Isaac takes the projected 
sacrifice serenely in his stride. 

In the Bible, our glimpses of the 
divine are often perplexing, fear- 
ful and ambiguous, we frequently 
have to wrestle with the text as 
Jacob wrestled with the angel and, 
like Jacob, experience only an elu- 
sive sense of blessing. But there is 
no such struggle in The Bible 
According to Wangerin. Purple 
prose offers a facile substitute for 
spirituality. Of Moses, for exam- 
ple, Wangerin plangemiy notes: 


“When one caught him gazing 
upon rhe people in the evening, 
there appeared in his eyes a 
dreaming gentleness. A kindness.” 
He makes no effort to square this 
with the fierce Lawgiver who. a few 
pages earlier, had ordered a ruth- 
lew massacre to punish the wor- 
shippers of the Golden Calf. 

Jesus himself appears as a soap 
star, his clcan-cut looks (much is 
made of the fact that he shaves 
regularly) revealing his nobility of 
soul. His appearance effects a 
“small commotion” in the breast 
of Mary Magdalene, when she 
sees that his “black hair reflected 
a deep red sheen” and that he was 
“radiant and ruddy, his teeth per- 


fectly white.” Unsurprisingly, her 
response is as banal as Jesus's good 
looks. “She blurted: ‘Raisin cakes. 
Rabboni! A little lunch, sir, while 
you are sitting here?’” 

This lush but trite lyricism recurs 
with greater frequency in the 
gospel portions of Wangeritt’s 
noveL probably reflecting his belief 
in the richness of the New Testa- 
ment as opposed to the Old. 
Indeed, we leave the Hebrew Bible 
with a grim picture of the religion 
of Israel. We see the people of 
Jerusalem listening to Ezra's read- 
ing of the scriptures during a 
freezing rainstorm. Nehemeiah 
looks up at the grey clouds and 
“thinks he hears thunder, a mut- 


tering in heaven, and he takes this 
as a sign of divine approval.” The 
implication is that Judaism has 
become a frigid, comfortless faith, 
its deity remote and ambiguous. 

This apparent failure to recog- 
nize the integrity of the Jewish reli- 
gious experience points to a basic 
flaw in Wangerin's project. Unlike 
his novel, the Bible does not rep- 
resent a single viewpoint It is a 
collection of texts, which present 
conflicting visions. It thus bears 
witness to the fact that no one 
human expression of the divine 
can ever suffice. If we forget this, 
our understanding of the Bible is 
likely to be as reductive and triv- 
ial as Wangerin’s empty epic. 



| eaders expecting a gorefest will 
f be disappointed. The packag- 
k mg’s all there ri the doomy 
mp of the title, the jacket with the 
embodied mad ey es on a ground 
blood-red, the praise for Masters’ 
jvious work on Jeffrey Dabmer 
d 'Dennis. Nilsen - but don't- be 
>led. This is philosophy here, . 
s is a dig into the deep matter erf 
vwe "do bad stuff This is “an mci- 
e, thoughtful, and provocative 
dilation...”, 

And Fm the King of Buganda. 
>ppy, self-regarding, banal, this 
ok is the intellectual equivalent 
jpen-cast mining ; foraging across ; 
mountain of other people’s ideas, 
may unearth an incontestable 
iclusion, blit it doesn't half trash 
■ landscape along the way. It 
tches its nadir with a perfunctory 
:ount of the Holocaust lifted 
olesale from Martin Gilbert- but 
re is laziness throughput. . 
it won’t do -to warn against 


The Evil that Men Bo 
by Brian Masters - . 
Donbleday, £16.99 


i that pit-bull owners “are 
man, feeble brutes”. You 
describe Joan of Arc as 
ly a harmful-neurone'!, and. 
iity pages later that “there 
hing of the .hysteric about 
s patently nonsense on any 


page to. proclaim that “there are 
dozens ik St Francises m all our 
lives". Other statements are simply 
risible. Audrey Hepburn bad “more 
spunk” than Jedus? Penelope Keith 
is in “the dominant five per cent of 
the human race"? As for the 
author’s announcement that, “it is 
certainly true, that men some- 
times slap their mates across the 
face" with their peruses, I’m afraid 
arihatpoint I hadtodrop die book 
helpless with laughter, afflicted with 
surreal visions of a pack of Loaded 
readers indulging in horseplay in the 
public bar. 

Even properly construed, it’s a 
peculiar image-, but some- of Brian 
Masters’s other remarks are pretty 
peculiar too. His contention that 
we hear more about child abuse 
than its incidence warrants sits ill. 
with his. apparent downgrading of. 
some of it to mere “silly sexual 
play"; his solution for the hysteric ' 
presumptions, of St Theresa of 



Cyclops: unqiratabiy nasty 


Usieux, that “she ought to have 
been spanked", is at best carelessly 
brusque. More mundanely, his cod- 
behavioural description of a row in 
the kitchen (“the husband has dis- 
ordered materials on the wife's ter- 
ritory”) is woefully hackneyed - but 
if you can extrapolate from nature 
that “the appropriate behaviour of 
the female is to yield and submit", 
then the charge (to pul this mildly) 
that you're not really up to speed 
on today's gender front cannot be 
far behind. 

Masters’s attitudes are an odd 
mishmash all round; he lurches 



St Theresa: in need of spanking? 


without blinking from the hearten- 
ingly liberal to the sweepingly 
obtuse . Righteously dismissive of 
the nastier shades of modem Con- 
servatism, he argues passionately 
and persuasively that no moral sys- 
tem can be complete if it doesn’t 
accord rights to animals as much as 
to people. Yet the next moment he’s 
declaring that “Christianity is 
morally unwholesome” or making 
opaque remarks about the similar- 
ity between the gentlemen’s dubs of 
London and communities of grey- 
lag geese. 

This last has little more purpose 

© «•©• 


than to let us know he’s a dub mem- 
ber himself - and the fact that he 
went to the same school as Michael 
Caine (not to mention his fawning 
paragraph about Richard Branson") 

is similarly irrelevant, to his sup- 
posed subjects, namely good and 
evil. As to them, he trawls through 
genetics, determinism, Darwin. 
Sartre, religion, madness and much 
■more besides, in order to finally tell 
us that if we all thought a little more 
about what we did. the world would 
be a better place. 

Not only incontestable, this con- 
clusion is also bogglingly obvious - 
and it would bear more weight if 
Masters had done more thinking 
himself. This is a writer, however, 
who tells us that he finds the burn- 
ing out of the Cyclops’ eve in the 
Odyssey “unquotably nasty'", yet 
who can still give us specific detail 
on the Wakefield man who tore his 
wife's face apart with his bare hands, 
or the Californian killer who ripped 
his victim’s nipples off with a pair 
of pliers. When you can be incon- 
sistent like that, all claims to high 
intent fall away, evil’s just an itch, 
all Masters does is scratch it and for 
all the results are worth. Doubleday 
might as well have given us the 
splancr-pulp package. 
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EUSTACE AND HILDA (1944-43) 
by LP Hartley 


Plot; Eustace and Hilda are 
brother and sister, mucking 
about at the seaside. Eustace 
finds a shrimp half-eaten by an 
anemone and. terminally over- 
sensitive. finds himself in a 
quandary: the problem is 
solved by Hilda who decisively 
wrenches the shrimp from its 
predator: as a result, both 
creatures perish. This incident 
is the emblematic leitmotif of 
the novel. Eustace is taken up 
by a fairy godmother figure. 
Miss Fothergilt. who leaves 
him pots of money when she 
dies. He decides to share this 
with his sister, so that both 
■‘shrimp" and “anemone" can 
survive. The only blot is 
Eustace’s heart condition. He 
goes to Oxford. Slightly 
unhinged. Hilda opens a clinic 
and is betrayed by a posturing, 
neo-fascist friend of Eustace, 
has a breakdown and withers 
in a wheelchair. Eustace comes 
to the rescue: but in bringing 
the anemone back to life, the 
shrimp must die... 

Theme: Eustace and Hilda are 
locked in a stately pavanc of 
mutual destruction that they 
neither can nor wish to halt. 
Eustace evolves into a symbol 
of the refined aesthetic spirit, 
while Hilda is the tenacious 
do-gooder, a public-spirited 
pain in the neck. 

Style: Insinuatingly graceful. 
Hartley shifts the narrative 
point of view and strands 
the reader in a state nf 
wary apprehension. 

Chief strengths: Apart from 
George Eliot’s Mill on the 
Floss , no other novel offers 
such a devastating illumination 
of sibling rivalry. 

Chief weakness: The half-eaten 
shrimp and the carnivorous 
anemone, a deeply off-putting 
symbol of the sexual act. 

What they thought of it then: 
Hartley's chum. Lord David 
Cecil, speaks of the trilogy's 
“poignancy”, “pathos", arid 
“exquisite refinement for 
feeling": he omits to stress the 
irony and humour. 

What we think of it now: Apart 
from The Go-Between, most of 
Hartley’s work is out of favour. 
He falls between the social 
acuity of James and the sexual 
poetry' of Lawrence. 


A tindery path out of childhood 

L P Hartley’s life moved from unexplained family trauma to cantankerous old age. Paul Binding looks for clues 
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Direetly autobiographical: 
Dominic Guard (left) asthe 
letter-carrying Leohi - 
Lossy’s film version of The 
Go-Between (1970); L P 
Hartley's father (above) 
with his three children, .. 
Leslie, EhM (seated) and 
Norah. Enid was the Hilda of 
Hartiey’s Eustace and Hilda. 


A member of LP Hartley's family, 
afraid he would enlist, wrote in 
1915: “England is going to need 
just such men as Leslie pre- 
sently". Bom in 1S95, he had as 
a schoolboy quite unusually combined 
sensitivity with an ability to succeed in 
conventional domains. Good at both 
work and games, he became head boy 
of his public school, Harrow, from 
which he won an exhibition to Ballioi. 
Oxford. And when, after a year at uni- 
versity, he did enlist, he acquitted him- 
self well in the army, though he saw no 
active service. He returned to Oxford 
having been told: “'You have done your 
utmost for king and country." 

But when England became aware of 
Hanley, it was as a writer of novels fix- 
ated on the transition from childhood 
to the adult world, seen as the passage 
from light into darkness. His' work 
insisted, in the most dramatic terms, that 
he had suffered an early trauma of such 
dimensions that participation in normal 
life was utterly impossible afterwards. 

Emotional relationships and sexual 
relations he viewed and presented as 
being, of their nature, destructive. By his 
last years. Hartley's misanthropy was all- 
pervading. He regarded his country as 
having been corrupted by too mueh 
compassion. He used his literary gifts to 
articulate the most terrible ideas. The 
English working class he called the 
WC. changing this, in case his point had 
been missed, to “The toilet". He wanted 
wrongdoers “literally branded, with F 
for forger, V for violent criminal etc" 
and many people hanged. Humans 
weren't the only object of his hatred 


either. Disturbed by swans while boat- 
ing on the River Avon. Hartley killed 
two with barbiturates wrapped in bread 
pellets. He died in 1972 with years of 
heavy drinking, “servant problems" and 
paranoia behind him. 

What brought about this change? 
What darkened this clever, imaginative, 
well-off. indeed successful, writer's jour- 
ney through life? What is the truth 
behind the various forms that the blight- 
ing traumas take in Hartley's best- 
known novels - The Eustace and Hilda 
trilogy. The Go-Between and The Brick- 
field - forms that support as well as con- 
flict with each other? 

Adrian Wright, as he tells us. admired 
Hartley’s novels so greatly that their 
author became a hero to him. Fasci- 
nated by the sadness behind the sensi- 
bility, he set out first to explore Hart- 
ley's life and then to write it. persevering 
where others had turned back defeated 
by the dead man's friends and relations. 
But Wright won over Hanley's surviv- 
ing sister Norah who asked: “What sort 
of book do you want to write?" A truth- 
ful book about Leslie. Wright said. 

In this he has both succeeded and not 
succeeded. Wright's feeling for the writ- 
ings is unflagging, as is his careful 
attention to them. A late-starter in full- 
length fiction. Hartley was very pro- 
ductive once under way. and in his life- 
time received wide acclaim. Three 
publishers vied for his work because 
they thought him the most distinguished 
British novelist of the times. 

He was a candidate for the Nobel 
Prize, and decidedly annoyed not to get 
it. Few post-war literary novels have had 
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a happier career than The Go-Between 
( 1953) which the Pinter-scripted, Losey- 
directed film greatly boosted; it has with 
no strain survived the 24 years since 
Hartley's death. 

Wright is good on what features his 
novels share and what makes each one 
an individual creation. He is particularly 
shrewd about the lesser-known works. 
The Boat (1949) for instance, Hanley’s 
ungainly but absorbing novel of the Eng- 
lish countryside in the Second World 
War. or My Fellow Deiils (1951), a 
study of conventional virtue coping 
with the evil embodied in a film star. 

The life as opposed to the work pre- 
sents formidable problems, the worse 
for Hartley’s continual implications 
that the latter sprang from cataclysmic 
happenings in the former. During the 
filming of The Go-Between, for instance, 
a remark of his about the “real-life" Leo 
would suggest the novel was directly 
autobiographical. And Wright is con- 
vinced. surely correctly, that The Brick- 
field (1964). where the adolescent hero 
has a more active initiation into sex. is 
more autobiographical still. But when 
all has been thought and said, what evi- 
dence is there for any traumas? 

Wright builds up a convincing picture 


of a family life of- suffocating gentility, 
decorum and. tedium: his father was a 
Peterborough solicitor, and a rich man 
through wise investment in a local brick 
field, while his mother and elder sister 
were both cripplingly narrow and inter- 
fering women. Aren't Hartley’s fund 
plots essentially dramatisations of 
wishes nurtured during those years 
which so squeezed a Li trace of rebellion 
and assertion out of him? 

I am not even persuaded - for again 
so little evidence seems available —of 
Hartley’s homosexuality. His obses- 
sional dependence on women friends 
must have had an erotic element surely. 
We seem to be, in either respect, in very 
“cindeiy” territory here, to use one of 
his alter ego Leo’s words. 

It is on emotional matters that Wright 
is least satisfying. His determination 
somehow to account for so much unhap- 
piness leads to this book’s vitiating 
flaw. Wright believes that Hartley's 
friendship with his one-time fellow 
under-graduate, the younger Lord 
David Cecil, was so intense that he 
never recovered from Cecil’s marriage, 
and that Cecil was therefore guilty of a 
betrayal that haunted his days. 

In order to flesh this out he attempts 
to deny David Cecil -a friend of my own 
for 27 years - and his wife Rachel, her- 
self devoted to Hartley, qualities which 
I feel his subject would have been the 
first to commend. There was constant 
communication between the two men 
throughout their lives, David Cecil tak- 
ing the most thoughtful and generous 
interest in his friend’s work. 

Wright doesn’t suppress this - he 


gives us all the facts.but hedges them 
about with prejudicetf and misleading 
conjecture. He also fails to do justice to 
what the two men shared -a Neo-Pla- 
tooist life-view and . liteiaiy admira- 
tions in which David Cecil was often the 
leader, such as those far Emily Bronte 
and the Jaco beans which so influenced 
Hartleys writings. In fact this biogra- 
phy s very title, deriving from theopen- 
ing sentence of The Go-Between, can 
itself be traced to David Cedi, who used 
the phrase with reference to the past in 
his inaugural lecture as Goldsmith's 
Professor in i 949. David and Rachel 
Cecil were sympathetically and practi- 
cally concerned with Hartley in his sad 
last years, as Wright, who hiirisetf shows 
exemplary kindness in his treatment of 
them, relates. This makes the flaw the 
more regrettable. 

But maybe there Is another explana- 
tion for Hartley’s depressions. Judged 
by the standards they appear to invoke, 
for all their formal accomplishment his 
novels are ultimately unsatisfactory. 
The Go-Between amply deserves it suc- 
cess, with its many felicities of eye and 
ear, such as the schoolboys' slang and 
the marvellous set-piece of the cricket 
match and village feast and its drama 
can jerk out a few tears. But it is mid- 
dlebrow stuff: its psychology; morality 
and governing ideas cannot stand up to 
serious scrutiny. 

For reasons we will probably never 
know. Hartley preferred retreat to con- 
frontation - a chronic evasion which 
prevented any of the fictional metaphors 
for his agonised condition from ever 
reaching completion. 


A smoked-fish treasure hunt 


Out from Willie's shadow 


Hugo Barnacle celebrates publication of a rambling Russian masterpiece 


Patricia Craig reads a worthy attempt at rehabilitation 


Y ury Dombrovsky died in 
Moscow in 197S. shortly after 
the first Russian edition of 
The Faculty of Useless Knowl- 
edge appeared in Paris. A former 
camp inmate who served two 
sentences in the Gulag for the 
usual reason (nothing in partic- 
ular), he was rehabilitated by 
Khruschev and saw some of his 
work issued under official Soviet 
imprints, but he was obliged to 
publish this last noveL his mas- 
terpiece, abroad. 

It details an episode in the 
Stalinist terror of 1937. A couple 
of men bring some fragments of 
an ancient gold diadem to the 
city museum of Alma-Ata in 
Kazakhstan. They say they found 
the stuff on a partridge-shooting 
expedition. Accepting 3 300- 
rouble reward, they disappear 
smartish leaving false names. 
The local secret police then 
swoop and arrest Zybin, the 
museum's Keeper of Antiqui- 
ties, for theft of socialist property, 
sabotage, Trotskyite activity and 
so on. 

According to the publishers' 
bfurb, this happens because the 
diadem has disappeared along 
with the treasure-hunters. Some 
confusion here is understand- 
able, since everyone talks about 
“the gold floating off' and Dom- 
brovsky’s narrative, driven by 
dialogue, is often oblique and dis- 
jointed in a comic style oddly 
reminiscent of Kingsley .Amis, 
but in fact the diadem goes 
nowhere except into an NKVD 
evidence bag. 

The “missing"’ gold at issue is 
the rest of the hoard, which the 
museum authorities have sup- 
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posedly let slip by failing to grill 
the treasure-hunters properly. 
The NKVD claim there must 
have been 25 kilos at least, but 
they’re making it up, probably on 
the basis of a regional quota for 
archaeological finds set out by 
some Moscow institute. Jn short, 
Zybin is charged with conspiracy 
to steal something which may 
never have existed. 

They seem to pick on Zybin. 
who took no part in the transac- 
tion. because he was once ques- 
tioned by the authorities when a 
student acquaintance commit- 
ted suicide, and anyone who has 
ever been questioned is an anti- 
Soviet element by definition. 
(This was how Dombrovsky him- 
self got into trouble.) 

The NKVD captain, Neiman. 
Jewish and fearful for bis job. 
wants to stage a big shew trial, 
just like they have in Moscow, 
and Zybin can be made to fit the 
bill as an enemy agent. He was 
even arrested while making for 
the Chinese border. 

This is a niee touch. We know 
that Zybin was really wandering 
up-river to buy some black- 
market home-smoked marinka 
fish, because the treasure- 
hunters offered some of this rare 


commodity to one of the 
museum staff, which means the 
fisherman might be able to pro- 
vide a lead, but if Zybin admits 
this to Neiman’s investigators he 
will be admitting... conspiracy to 
steal socialist property, only fish 
instead of gold. 

The bulk of the book deals 
with Zvbin’s resistance to weeks 
of interrogation. There is a won- 
derfully sinister .4/f'ce in Wonder- 
land humour about the investi- 
gators' solemn attempts to build 
a case out of nothing, and the 
effect is in no way dented by 
Dombrovsky's insistence on por- 
traying the secret police with a 
certain rich sympathy. 

Being Russian, however, the 
story rambles quite widely. We 
are given chunks of a treatise one 
of the characters is writing on the 
betrayal and trial of Jesus, as in 
Bulgakov's 77ie Master and Mar- 
garita. Zybin shares a cell with an 
old lag who memorably describes 
life in the Siberian camps. The 
old lag. a Georgian, has written 
to his boyhood friend. Stalin, to 
remind him of a small loan out- 
standing since I9U4. and we are 
shown Stalin at bis dacha won- 
dering whether to sign a release 
form or a death warrant. 

Other equally real but far less 
famous persons appear under 
their own names, among them 
Dombrovsky's future wife! Clara. 
Her presence, like that of the 
poplars rustling in the breeze 
outside the windows of the inter- 
rogation room, can be taken as 
a sign that the novel will not 
degenerate into mere black com- 
edy. Rather, it is tragicomedy, a 
higher and wiser thing. 


L ily and Lolly sounds like a 
music-hall duo, but in fact the 
lives of WB Yeats's sisters. 
Susan and Elizabeth, weren’t espe- 
cially abundant in gaiety. They 
were the dogsbodies of the Yeats 
family; indeed at one point, as their 
biographer is at pains to stress, it 
was only the income they supplied 
that kept things going. 

The story' of their father’s 
improvidence is pretty well-known: 
how he abandoned the Bar for a 
career in portrait-painting, and 
shunted his family back and forth 
between Dublin and London, as 
each of these settings appeared 
more auspicious to him when he 
was out of it while his wife (born 
Susan PoUexfen) withdrew increas- 
ingly into her own discontent. Of 
her four children, two - the boys 
-were destined to become famous, 
while the other two were merely 
hard-working and enterprising. 
Lily (as Susan was always called to 
distinguish her from her mother) 
first began earning money in 1SS8, 
as an embroiderer for May Mor- 
ris, daughter of William. Lolly, the 
younger sister, wasn’t far behind 
her, once she'd gained a Frnebel 
Teaching Certificate, and acquired 
the confidence to produce some 
painting textbooks. However, the 
two are remembered ( if at all - the 
most frequent descriptive term 
applied to them is “unsung”) for 
setting up the Cuala Press and 
allied industries in Dublin in 1908, 
the Press which produced many 
first editions of their brother 
William's work. 

The Yea is Sisters shows the over- 
bearing, disputatious side of W.B. 
Joan Hardwick can't forgive him 
for falling to value these industri- 


The Yeats Sisters, 
by Joan Hardwick, 
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ous siblings more highly, though he 
thought well enough of Lily. 
Between himself and Lolly, indeed, 
there was constant friction: they 
were too alike, self-willed and dif- 
ficult to form any kind of alliance. 
The superficially more docile Lily 
was his ally, while he lived at 
home: Jack Yeats - the youngest of 
the four - hardly shared in the oth- 
ers' precarious upbringing at aiL At 
a time when money was particu- 
larly tight. Jack was packed off to 
his grandparents in Sligo; and then 
he married a fellow art student in 
London at the earliest possible 
moment. The Yeats girts never 
. married at all, and indeed the 
entire sexual dimension in their 
lives is a blank, at least as far as this 
biography is concerned. The 
author hasn’t come up with any 
more convincing suitors than an 
unforthcoming Trinity don (for 
Lolly), and the rich New York col- 
lector John Quinn (Lily) - though 
the latter was always on the look- 
out for mistresses as well as man- 
uscripts and works of art, and 
didn’t have to look too hard (Joan 
Hardwick speculates) to spot Lily 
Yeats’s unsuitability for the rale. 
Nevertheless, he remained a 
patron of the entire family until his 
death in 1924. 

For all their talent and practi- 
cality, Lily and Lolly were never 
exactly New Women or even Girls 
of the Period, both these tags 



Lily and Lolly: workaday women 

implying up-to-date views and a 
measure of social assertiveness. 
Even their stand on any issue of the 
day can’t be called enlightened; if 
you leave aside the question of 
women’s employment - and that 
was a matter of necessity, not 
choice. Given the choice, we 
gather, they’d infinitely have pre- 
ferred to be married. Their biog- 
rapher can’t avoid judging both of 
them, especially Lily, "conven- 
tional": church-going, anti-drink 
and shocked to the core by May 
Morris's carry-on with GB Shaw. 

Although "they settled perma- 
nently in Dublin in 1902, a time of 
considerable cultural and revolu- 
tionary activity, the sisters never 
took a firm, or a prescient, line on 
Irish affairs, and were at one in 
considering Constance Markicvicz 
insane to wear men’s clothes and 
involve herself in politics. And as 
for Maud Gorine — they'd taken 
against this muse of their brother’s 
from the.veiy first moment when 


she came to call on WB at 
Blenheim Road in London in 1SSS. 
and looked down her nose at them, 
wearing a “sort of royal smile”, 
intensely irritating. They fared no 
better with Lady Gregory, who 
took no notice of them whatever. 

Joan Hardwick’s aim is two- 
fold: to bring the female Yeatses 
from under the shadow of their 
brothers and father, and to stick up 
for Lolly, the more spirited, recal- 
citrant and denigrated of the two. 
LDy, the author tells us, must take 
some blame for the unadmir ing 
view of her sister which has per- 
sisted through various writings 
about the Yeats family; living 
longer (until 1949) enabled her to 
cast herself, without fear of con- 
tradiction, in the better light 

Hardwick has made a good job 
of reinstating Lolly, whose prick- 
liness and impatience strike a con- 
temporary note; but she hasn't 
shown any special inright into the 
background or psychology of her 
subjects. However, it does bring 
home to us the extent of the sisters’ 
achievement in the face of such 
obstacles as a shaky education, 
uncertain social standing, superior 
brother, gadabout father, and no 
outstanding personal attractions. 
The Yeats Sisters is a workmanlike 
account of two workaday women. 
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Feel-good malice and futurist mirrors 

DeDa Ephroifstale of sibling rivalry is more than a bi-coastal Three Sisters, says Christopher Hawtree 


I think I can claim that this was the first 
English novel in which dialogue on the 
telephone plays a large part,” said Eve- 
lyn Waugh, 35 years after \ r de Bodies. The 
device's function in20th -century literature 
has yet to receive full study, as does 
another question: how does Aiinistead 
Maupin find time for his own work in 
between supplying benisons . for the dust 
jackets of everybody else’s books? Such is 
his enthusiasm for this first, te!ephone><iri- 
ven novel by Delia’ Ephron, sister of 
Norah; that he has come up with separate 
words of praise for the front and back 
flaps. 

His advice to curl up with it"but unplug 
the phone first” is not misplaced. This tale 
of three sisters - Eve, Georgia and 
Madeleine Mozell - might not give 
Chekhov a run for his money* but teitainly 
shows that getting to a city (in this case, 
two cities) (foes not make relationships any 
less vexing. Hanging Up not only switches 


Hanging Up 
by Delia Epfiron 
Fourth Estate, £9.39 


between the West Coast and New York but 
also, and often for the briefest of moments, 
nits to and fro in time. (Doubtless the 
movie to be made by Norah will straighten 
this out and dull the effect) One never 
feels lost in this narrative of sibling rivaliy 
which began with the girls’ upbringing in 
a household whose patriarch was a manic- 
depressive radio scriptwriter and such an 
alcoholic that his wife upped and left them 
all to it 

. She is now somewhere in the backwoods 
as events come to a climax with the father, 
Lou’s, increasing decay, incarceration and 
imminent death. Eve, outwardly the most 


equable of the sisters, narrates ail this amid 
the onset of turmoil from which she does 
not prove immune. Not only has her son 
smashed the motor-car into an Iranian’s, 
but the victim looks as if he thinks it un- 
ethical to settle the matter without a 
premium-hiking claim on the insurance 
company - a situation compounded by the 
fellow’s maiapropisms and by enlisting his 
own mothers help. 

Such moments - all these disembodied, 
omnipresent voices - have Eve looking in 
the mirror and, at 44, finding that “these 
sideways, unexpected encounters arc the 
most jarring, these candid glimpses when 
1 have not taken time to prepare my face 
to be seen and my brain to see it... I look 
the way I always have, but the face of the 
future is threatening to take over. I have 
two faces in one, a non-returnable 
bargain.” 

In New York, meanwhile, Georgia is 
preoccupied with her glossy magazine's 


anniversary issue (she has the bold stroke 
of putting her own face on the cover - now 
there’s a tip for the newly-transplanted 
Glenda Bailey 1 if she wants to make a wow 
of Marie Claire in Manhattan). Georgia’s 
father is dying, but she has first to consider 
the stop-press matter of eggplant recipes 

- are they passe? - before she can fly back. 
As for Madeleine, she is pregnant, a fork 
in the road for any soap actress. 

As with Carrie Fisher s Postcards from the 
Edge , it is tempting to wonder bow much 
all this has in common with the Ephron 
family history - no blushing violets, they. 
One is on safer ground in saying that Hang- 
ing Up does not go in with a scalpel but has 
that American quality of feel-good malice 

- the light, sassy wit, ear for talk and 
bemused observation that Henry Ephron 
brought to the plays and movie scripts he 
wrote with his wife, Phoebe. High time that 
somebody here issued his account of those 
years, lie Thought lie Could Do Anything. 


books 

| Ground control to 
Major Tomski 

A marooned astronaut muses on Russia, 
i Paul Pickering is entranced 


A n unnamed Cosmonaut cir- 
cles the earth every 89 min- 
utes in his space station, 
I Mir 1 VI The rest of t he crew left 

I ' on day 36 of his mission but, 
because of a rocket malfunction 
and the famous Russian inertia, 
he is left alone marooned in his 
j craft on day 171. all hope of res- 
r cue abandoned. 

Ground control, posi-pere- 
stroika. have not only written off 
Major Tomski, they are embar- 
rassed about him. He is not too 
enamoured of them. Mir IV 
has a military purpose and will 
explode if tampered with, which 
makes calling CJ from Bay- 
watch out of the question. So as 
he skims the atmosphere with 
a stowaway spider, sampling a 
radio station here, zooming in 
on a missile silo there, the par- 
adigm of our lU-minute-atten- 
tion-span world, he reflects on 
his life and on Russia in this 
entrancing novel. Booth's ninth, 
which I found hard to put down. 

Anyone who has ever been a 
guest on Aeroflot's flying Gulag 
will delight in the way Booth 
ironically underscores the Russ- 
ian ability to create technolog- 
ical miracles and then keep pigs 
in them. Khrushchev sneered 
when his own polithureau 
chiefs felt the edge of the fins 
of the first Sputnik rockets for 
sharpness, as they might a hoe. 
But in Booth’s Mir TV there are 
no strings of peppers and mush- 
rooms drying across computer 
consoles or squirrel skins nailed 
to the hatch. The description of 
spacelife is painstakingly 
researched and very realistic. 
“The meat invariably had a 
salty flavour and a slightly rub- 
beiy, striated texture. Petrenko, 
the commander of my first mis- 
sion, said it was like eating 
shredded condoms.” 

The taste and smell of mod- 
em, ground-level Russia come 
through the memories of deer- 
hunting, ice-fishing and drink- 
ing iced vodka at the dacha of 
Pyotr and his wife. Anna, par- 
ents of one of the cosmonaut’s 
Afghan buddies who died in his 
arms after bailing out over 
enemy territory. 

One night he and Pyotr sur- 
prise an old bear with tom 
cars digging in the vegetable 
patch for frozen potatoes. As 
Pyotr’s gun is levelled the bear 
fatalistically can’t be bothered 
to run away. “Thinking back 
now, I realise how much like 
Russia the bear was, gening 


Adrift in the Oceans 
of Mercy 
by Martin Booth 
Simon & Schuster, £15.99 


along the best he could against 
the odds, picking up scraps 
and pretending it was a banquet 
fit for a tsar or a commissar. 
Digging in the snow, he was 
waiting with an infinite patience 
for a summer he felt had to 
come one day.” 

The details of sleeper-train 
prostitutes and drug dealers 
are just as compelling. Booth 
understands that Russian sen- 
timentality is only the other side 
of the rouble from cruelty. Our 
sensitive hero, able to grieve for 
his friends and savour a sunset 
turning the fir trees golden, 
shoots a boy prisoner in 
Afghanistan. “Just for those 
few moments, 1 was a god...” 
What slightly spoils the dra- 
matic impact of that scene is his 
enormous erection: “my cock 
was as hard as a broom han- 
dle.” 1 cannot imagine this ever 
happening to our own Biggles- 
es, although it might explain 
why everyone walks so stiffly in 
Eiscnstcin films. 

But Booth establishes his 
character in the readers imag- 
ination so well the odd lapski is 
permitted. The cosmonaut 
realises that while not a god at 
least he is free, which is what 
the phrase “ocean of mercy" 
signifies. A girlfriend, Shura, 
likes to walk naked through the 
standing wheau she says that 
after love-making the wheat is 
an ocean of mercy. “I never 
understood exactly what she 
meant until now as I realise, 
spinning through space with my 
future laid out like a Persian 
carpet before me...” 

The spaceman contemplates 
his end with dignity. He can 
measure his lifespan in the 
amount of food left. The waste- 
disposal system is packing up 
and the cosmonaut makes a last 
choice it would be churlish to 
reveal. Martin Booth has 
moulded an excellent idea into 
a wonderful novel which cele- 
brates the Russian soul and 
serves as an uncomfortable 
metaphor for the solitary 
writer. Definitely a novel to 
divert you if lost in space. 



Reviewed by Emma Hagestadt and Christopher Hirst 


Saint Rachel by Michael Bracewell 
(Vintage, £5.99). Feeling as run-down as 
the Mayfair chib into which he has 
moved, John treats himself to a lavender- 
scented bath and once again runs through 
the closing scenes of his failing marriage. 

BracewefTs m usings 
on post-marital 
depression and his 
accompanying snap- 
shots of comfortable 
London living (Soho 
restaurants, ivory- 
coloured duvets* 
Prozac dependency 
and unlikely sex) are 
nicely done, but in 
the end more suited 
• %i Vjg.ta.fttf J L h to the inches of a 

personal column - 
than the pages of a novel. A book with a 
fragile storyline, its .highly dramatic 
conclusion might leave. yon laughing. 



IIM 


Bold in her Breeches edited by Jo 

Stanley (Pandora, £7.99). From Pirate 
Queens to swash-buckling lasses, many a 
girlish heart has thrilled to the song of 
the Jolly Roger. There was Grace 
O’Malley and her fearsome Irish fleet, 
and those lively, old salts Mary Read and 
Ann Bonny -who so delighted 18th- 
rentuiy chroniclers with their tales of 
amorous adventures and cross-dressing. 

\ collections of essays whxdi reclaims 
these sea-faring women from the stuff of 
nytb, and remembers those who 

riawied. cooked and 
slept their way 
across the high seas. 
Strong on dramatis 
personae,- less 
watertight on 
historical analysis. 


Perfect Love by . 
Elizabeth Buchan 
(Pan Books, £5.99) 
If you like Joanna 
Trollope' or Mary 



Wesley, Elizabeth Buchan is for you. Set 
in a small village outside Winchester, 
Pnie Valour divides her tune between 
the local bookshop and daily runs to the 
station. If s a world where dogs and 
husbands share similar names (Max. 
Mungo, Cosmo) and similar natures. So 
it comes as some surprise when virtuous 
Prue finds herself falling for her 
stepdaughter’s man. A fight-hearted 
portrait of a home counties marriage - if 
it’s that kind of thing that gets your 
Horficks bubbling. 


School for Women by Jane Miller 
(Virago, £8.99). For over a century, 
education has been in the hands of 
women. Today 60 per cent of all teachers 
in Britain are women, but it’s a fact 
barely acknowledged in any public 
discussion of the subject. In an absorbing 
series of essays, Jane 
Miller traces the 
“long and choppy” 
history of women in 
teaching both here 
and in the States 
(Link House on the 
Prairie, Anne of 
Green Gables etc), 
and looks at current 
debates in education: 
particularly at why 
girls’ increasing 
success in the 
classroom is viewed with such alarm. 


The Country Ahead of Us, the Country 
Behind by David Guterson (Bloomsbury, 
£5.99). Pin-sharp stories from a writer 
who has been compared with Raymond 
Carver. Mostly, set in northwestern 
America, they share a common theme of 
loss of innocence. Poignant, oddly potent; 
they often jump in time: a man caught in 
a fragmenting relationship recalls his 
disturbing sexual awakening as a 
teenager a boy who prizes baseball above 
his girlfriend emerges as a man obsessed 
by the “widening aloneoess* of maturity. 



Dina's Book by Herbjorg Wassmo (Black 
Swan, £6.99). ft must be the call of 
ancestral voices, but the British seem 
irresistibly drawn to satires set in lands 
snowier and more ice-bound than their 
own. Even better than Peter Hoeg in this 
respect. Herbjorg Whssmo’s novel (a 
bestseller in her native Norway) features 
tinkling sleighbells, raging fiords and 

candle-lit castles. In a : 
story of gothic 
proportions, a young 
girl of noble birth 
scalds her mother to 
death with a kettle of 
red-hot lye, and goes 
on to develop a 
passion for savagery 
in all its forms. If it 
wasn't Norwegian, it 
might be considered j 
a load of 
schitoscrappen . 


Pictures from the Water Tirade by David ! 
John Morley (Abacus, £7.99) From 
sleazy bars and strip joints (the “water 
trade”), to the 
austere propriety of 
the domestic milieu, 
Morley probes 
Japanese society as 
no Western writer 
before. But why 
adopt an alter-ego 
named Boon for the 
task? The answer is 
sex. An affair with a 
bar girl is described 
m salacious detail. 

For all his brilliant 
insights and in-depth knowledge of this 
alien culture, Morley has a berg-sized 
chunk of ice at the heart of His soul. 

i 

i 

If This Is a Man/ The Truce by Primo 
Levi (Vintage, £7.99) Two tremendous 
autobiographical works based on Levi’s 
11-month incarceration in Auschwitz - 
only three survived of the 650 who 




arrived on his train - and his slow, 
circuitous return to Italy. Despite the 
inconceivable horrors described here, 
this is not a difficult book to read. 
Levi's superb, elegant prose is itself a 
beaeon of humanity. But back home in 
Turin, the camp's “feared and 
expected" dawn command continued 
to dominate his dreams: “get up, 
Wstawach". 


Efforts at Truth by Nicholas Mosley 
(Minerva. £7.99). More “notes 
towards an 
autobiography" 
than a polished 
account, combining 
m usings, theology 1 
and lit crit of the N 
Mosley oeuvre. 
Instead of the 
usual nursery 
memories, this 
books kicks off 
with an in-depth 
analysis of his first 
novel. Though a bit 
self-indulgent and po-faced, his 
absorption with ideas produces a 
stimulating read. Things arc enlivened 
by a brush with Hollywood, several 
affairs and vicious family feuding, with 
his father, Oswald, spouting racism for 
years after the war. 



Software for the Self by Anthony 
Smith (Faber. £7.99 ). Buttressed by a 
torrent of showy references, Smith 
offers a sketchy examination of how 
culture has been redefined over the 
past couple of centuries. He peaks in 
a frenzy of excitement about the new 
electronic toys: "we are entering a 
realm of high definition, interactive 
and mutually convergent 
technologies of communiealion." It 
never seems to occur to him that 
virtual reality really could be a dud 
or the superhighway might remain 
the preserve of anoraks. 


Audiobooks 

Oscar Wilde 
read by Martin Jarvis 

in Your Garden: Spring & Summer 
read by Janet McTeer 



T he melodrama and rhetoric 
of a trial is perfect for 
audio. Giles Brandrcth's 
selection from the transcripts 
of the three 1895 trials that 
spelt the doom of Oscar 
Wilde (CSA, 150 mins, 

£7.99) puts over both Wilde’s 
irrespressible wit and his 
enemies' vindictiveness. 
Multi-track recordings allow 
Martin Jams, one minute all 
effervescent aesthete, next 
all ponderous QC, to 
interrupt and answer back in 
a way that is pure theatre 
rather than mere reading. 


Converts to gardening in a 
Walkman will find Vita 
Sackville-West's Id Your 
Garden: Spring & Summer 
(Cover-to-Cover, 130 min, 
£7.99) sheer delight. 
Originally collected Observer 
columns published in 1951, 
now sooLhingly read by 
Janet McTeer. it is packed 
full of useful hints, timely 
reminders and infectious 
enthusiasm. The sequel. 
Autumn & Winter, is 
also available. 

Christina Hardyment 



\m i 


x.7:- 1 







( 



"**1 T 


s 

vs 


)le 

Is 

iS 

i 

m 

crof the 
rill meet 
h Prime 
i unusu- 
fence- 
teirmu- 
A. 

: Spring, 
cr. once 
Union- 
man in 
l to hold 
ml nev- 
answer- 

lrTrim- 
■ Spring 
d held 
onions 
Ion. to 
tio nists' 
tld not 
-eland. 
Trimble 
Bruton 
slrong- 
■d Sinn 
blicans 
rms of 
ling in 
asion”. 
News 
cly de- 
onsaid 
cease- 
>n the 
with a 
eats. I 

fin are 
mmon 
as and 
it Sinn 
I from 
> start 
A an- 
efirc. 
re on 
eIRA 
i was 
wem- 
imble 
reek's 
Dnsat 
Gerry 
•ader, 

erthe 
ioded 
letery 
i Sat- 
IRA 


( 



itled 
. We 
■day 
vtge 
ting 



ate 

and 

wTtn 

can 

■aeft 



sit 

act 

itic 

'is 


■ 

\ 

lift 

■ra 

H 






I ;]!?; 1 





yi 


Your pjen is on top 
of a roof. How do p 
turn it into a jur$$ 

WORKSHOP Anna Pavord’s garden problem solver 


/ / Mam the proud owner of a roof terrace mea- 

■ ■ I suring roughly 17 feet x 13 feet , " began 
■ Pamela Danvers, “it is open to the north, 
I overlooking the District and Piccadilly lines 
I which are out in the open here, running 
I from West Kensington station The south 
and half of the east side are sheltered by an eigfu- 
feet-high zinc-covered wall which runs up to the roof: 
the west side is brick, about 10 feel up to the eaves, 
and the remaining half of the cast abuts the next- 
doijr f apparently unused ) terrace which is separated 
from mine by some netting rising to a height of about 
six-feeL 

1 have inherited from the previous owner var- 
ious bits and pieces in the »w of window boxes 
and small tubs with f mostly l unidentified things 
growing in them, and brought with me an avo- 
cado. three bonsai citrus trees grown from pips - 
which arc at least five years old and have always 
done well outside i though that was in Bucking- 
hamshire i - and a cyclamen. 

I fancy living in a jungle f although it may have 
to be Himalayan rather than equatorial) and 
attend to put up some baskets on the brick wall 
and grow’ hy over the railings, but what would 
you do?" 

Some problems are common to all roof gar- 
dens. Turbulence is one of the worst, but Ms 
Danvers's roof garden was cosier than most I 
have seen, as it is walled round on three sides. 
Ir faces north, but there are advantages in that. 
Shade is usually difficult to arrange on a roof- 
garden but this one, with shadows cast by the 
relatively high walls around iL had its own built 
in shade. That would make growing good 
foliage plants easier, for Ms Danvers’s dream 
of a jungle could not be achieved without intro- 
ducing a lot of leaf into the place. 

This roof garden, though, had some particular 
problems of its own. The sheets of metal that wall 
in the terrace on the north- and west-faring sides 
get very hot in summer and are inhospitably chilly 
in winter. There seemed to be no way of fix'mg any 
plant supports to their smooth surfaces. Similarly, 
the guttering did not look stable enough to sup- 
port a hanging net of chicken wire. Then there 
was the surface of the flat roof, which looked like 


ing paint. The colour was sufficiently faded not to 
draw too much attention to itself, but Ms Danvers 
had found that pots of any weight scored and 
marked the surface (it mayhave softened in the 
exceptional summer heat ). She was concerned that 
water might find its way through these grooves and 
into her flat below. On the other hand, she did not 
want to do w hat her surveyor bad recommended: 
resurface the entire roof garden. 


She had found that by standing pots on spare 
cork tiles, she could get round the problem of 
marking the roofs surface. She had also man- 
aged to get an old table, four-feet square, on 
to the roof, and her photographs show that this 
had been a very successful focus of the roof gar- 
den display last summer. She filled the entire 
surface of the table with pots of petunias, 
bought cheap from the Columbia Road mar- 
ket. breaking them up with pots of striped spi- 
der plants, which, together with other house- 
plants. such as waxy crass ul as, spend their 
summers outside. 

Ms Danvers had also had great success with 
seed saved from a bag of red peppers she had 
bought in Berwick Street market. She had sown 
them in clutches of three to five seeds in five- 
inch pots, let one seedling grow on, and been 
rewarded with a remarkable harvest. I was 
rather jealous of Lhose. having failed miserably 
with my own peppers last year. 

My general impression, standing on the roof 
was that it had great potential, but that there 
were too many small containers and not enough 
big ones. This is easy to say when you are not 
the person humping the pots (and the compost 
to fill them) up three flights of vertiginous stairs. 
It also seemed that Ms Danvers could build on 
the success of her massed table-top display by 
creating massed effects in other areas of the 
roof terrace. 

To do this, she needs to import more green- 
eiy, which could act as a foil and a background 
for the flowers which she has already learnt can 
grow surprisingly well in her eyrie among the 
chimneys. Photographs show tobacco plants, 
foxgloves and pansies flowering, but looking a 
little losr and naked against a backdrop of sky. 
brick, shect-mctal and chimneys. 

Three evergreens in matching pots, placed 
along the north-facing wall, would soften the 
effect of the sheet-metal and give an impres- 
sion of a well-furnished space. They would also 
create a backdrop more evanescent annuals or 
bulbs in smaller pots, which could be shunted 
in and out in season and placed in front of the 
evergreens. Because the roof garden is shady 


experiment with camellias or bay trees, bottom 
heavy pyramids rather than top heavy mops. 
Both plants take very happily to life in pots, and 
camellias in this location would not be exposed 
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Great potential but too many containers: Pamela Danvers in her roof garden 


to early-morning, sunshine in spring. 

The best wall for displaying plants was 
undoubtedly the brick one. formed for the most- 
part by the chimney-breast of the adjoining 
house. The bricks, yellowish London stock, had 


a pleasing texture. The table takes up the whole 
central section of this wall, but to the right was 
a clear stretch on which you could train an ever- 
green wall-shrub, to proride extra leafiness. Only 
foliage could give the feeling that this roof is a 
luxurious, properly furnished space and provide 
a sympathetic backdrop for flowers. 

The brick walL however, faced east, opposite 
the only open section of the east side of the 
roof-garden, straight into the teeth of poten- 
tially harsh winds. Whatever was to grow there 
would need to be tough, and planted in a con- 
tainer big enough to remain stable. Loam com- 
post helps, as it is much heavier than soilless 
types. It dries out less quickly too. Paradoxically, 
evergreens in this kind of situation are often 
more at risk in winter than in summer, because 
few people think of watering in winter, although 
winds can be as drying as the summer sun. 

Pyracantha - easy to train, hardy, evergreen 
and equally good in flower or fruit - is my first 
choice and would display itself well against the 


brickwork. Vine eyes would be the neatest way 
of tying it securely to the walL ‘Orange Glow 9 
does well on an east wall in our garden and is 
still covered with brilliant orange-red berries in 
March. Pyracantha rogersiana has sweer 
smelling flowers and the ‘Flava’ variety bears 
lovely milky yellow berries, but it is not always 
as reliably evergreen as ‘Orange Glow*. 

The four horizontal bars of the iron railings 
and four long and narrow concrete troughs, 
which Ms Danvers had inherited from the pre- 
vious owners, stretch along the open north-fac- 


chickeo-wire along the bottom of the railings, 
to provide support for plants and to stop pots 
blowing overboard through the gaps. Hus was 
where she was flunking of growing ivy. 

That is certainly a possibility, but before Jong 
the ivy would fill the concrete boxes with mat- 
ted roots, and Ms Danvers would have to use 
other pots for her flowers. Given that this was 
the only open aspect, I felt that ivy might cre- 


Photograpb: Tony Buckingham 

ate a claustrophobic atmosphere and sug- 
gested growing a mass of sweetpeas in the 
troughs. Their tendrils might not be strong 
enough to keep them upright, but with some 
judicious tying in. you could get round that The 
seeds could be sown directly into: the concrete 
boxes, but the plants would need extra feeding 
through the summer. 

Ms Danvers hadn’t been sorry to leave 
.behind her garden in Buckinghamshire. “Too 
much mowing,’' she said, and being rather more 
interested in houseplants than gardens, felt the 


evidently likes growing things from seeds and 
pips, and may build on her triumph with the 
peppers and try some tomatoes this year. A 
bush variety such as ■nimbler’ would get round 
the need for staking, and they, at least, might 
benefit from the reflected heat of the metal 
walls. At the cost of only a slight crick in the 
neck, travellers on the District and Piccadilly 
lines can keep on eye on their progress. 
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New Ashdown Obelisks are a wonderfully fjSj 
inexpensive way to bring height and shape 
to colourful flower beds and borders, jv 
Positioned singly or in groups, they 
will transform your garden with many « 
interesting design options. Use them VI 
anrac, ‘ vc growing supports for” 
your favourite climbers such as roses 
or clematis. Add fragrance with 
jasmine or produce a colourful 
eve rgreen display of variegated ivy. 
Unlike other obelisks which will 
V* require expensive and time 

consuming painting, Ashdown 
obelisks come complete with 
moulded fittings and finials and are 
supplied fully finished with rigid 
2|Rsteel tube and a black nylon 
weatherproof coating that will 
last for years. 


FREE P&P 

WHEN YOU BUY 3 OR MORE 
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Why snails love city gardens best 

By Caroline Donald 


L ook in any glossy maga- 
zine or coffee-table 
design book and the 
smart accessory for your gar- 
den is a piece of topiary. 
Ranging from a plain ball or 
cone to more whimsical 
shapes such as teddy bears 
and peacocks, topiary brings 
formality and focus to even 
the smallest of garden 
spaces. Given the regularity 
of its appearance as the 
must-have for the fashion- 
able garden, one would 
expect a corresponding ubiq- 
uity in availability. Not so. 

Despite our heritage of 
exquisite and eccentric topi- 
ary gardens - Levens Hall, 
Cumbria. Avebury Manor, 
Wiltshire and Great Dixter. 
Hast Sussex for example - the 
world topiary market is now 
led by growers in Holland 
and Italy. Dutch topiary, like 
its English counterpart, uses 
buxus and yew and tends 
towards classic shapes, while 
the Italians use a small-leaf 
privet that is not very hardy 
in our climate, which allows 
them <o go in for the showy 
stuff - butterflies and birds 
with intricate patterns on 
their wings and tennis rac- 
quets. for example. 

Enter Elizabeth Braim- 
b ridge, a woman with the 
foresight to anticipate the 
present demand. Ten years 
ago, she gave up her City job 
in order to spend more lime 
travelling with her husband, 
i Mark, a surgeon on the intcr- 
i national circuit. At the same 
time, she rented some land in 
Hampshire from a business 
associate and started the 
Langley Boxwood Nursery. A 
decade later, she is the lead- 
' ing topiary grower and sup- 


plier in Britain, counting the 
National Trust. Hampton 
Court and the Marquis of 
Bath among her customers. 

It is far easier to make a 
quick buck on bedding plants 
and perennials which have a 
high turnover, rather than 
have expensive land turned 
over to bushes that can take 
10-15 years to grow big 
enough to create a large piece 
of topiary. “Most nurseries 
have stopped even growing 
hedging box." says Mrs Braim- 
bridge, which explains why it 
is so expensive - up to £300 for 
a large bush. 

Langley Nurseiy has a 
mixture of home-grown 
plants and those imported 
from Holland and nurtured 
on to appropriate size. 
Three- tiered pom-pom 

bushes, obelisks, spirals, 
cubes and pyramids stand in 
serried ranks while, in 
another part of the nursery. 
Lheru are larger pieces such 
as grcek urns and a “royal 
crown"* (a classic topiary 
shape). 1eddy bears, pigs and 
dogs are also popular. 

Another reason for the 
high costs of topiary is that 
demand always exceeds sup- 
ply. “Hie problem is making 
sure that you can supply the 
bigger schemes," says Mrs 
Braimbridge. “What supriscs 
us is the demand for size. We 
have a perpetual search for 
great big balls of box or yew, 
ns well as columns and 
obelisks. The big schemes 
ask for 1U0 of a particular 
shape, but there probably 
aren’t 100 species in exis- 
tence." She recently supplied 
35.000 hedging box plants, 
which all had to be the same 
colour, for the parterre in the 


restored privy garden at 
Hampton Court Palace. The 
next big project is Lhe hedg- 
ing for an erotic “Love 
Maze" commissioned by the 
Marquis of Bath at Longleat, 
Wiltshire. 

For those of us with less 
ambition, and rather less 
space to spare than the Mar- 
quis of Bath, a piece of pot- 
ted topiary (Langley sells mini 
standards from £10) on the 
patio adds a touch of dass and 
has the advantage of being 
both evergreen and low-main- 
tenance, needing only a spring 
dipping which gives the plant 
a chance to releaf during the 
rest of the season. And, for 
those with time to spare, you 
can grow your own. 

Mrs Braimbridge reckons 
that a small spiral should 
take about 18 months to get 
going from an existing bush. 
Carpentry skills and a good 
eye for balance and design 
are handy - one of her cutters 
was previously a hairdresser. 
Contrary to general belief, 
you grow the bush to a decent 
size and then cut and train it 
back to shape, rather than 
grow it into the training wires 
and rods. Carpentry skills 
and a good eye for balance 
and design are the skills 
required. “They look horrid 
when you start off." says Mrs 
Braimbridge. "but you’ve got 
to be brave." A newly cut 
teddy bear with a cane up its. 
back and branches wired to. 
its paws is not a pretty sight, 
but in a few months, it will 
have regained its dignity. 

Langley Boxwood 

Nursery, Rake, Nr Uss, 
Hampshire (01730 

894467) 
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H ave you pruned the 
buddleia? Tidied up the 
winter jasmine? Dealt with 
the climbing roses? If the 
answer is ^Well, I did mean to, 
bin...”, sharpen up your 
secateurs and get to work. 
Buddleia flowers adequately if 
it is not pruned but it quickly 
becomes too big for its boots. 
Be ruthless - cut all last year's 
growth to just above where it 
started. If you get a mound of 
butchered stumps about three 
feet high, you will have done a 
■ good job. . 

Jasmine requires more care. 
It is best trained high up a wall 
and allowed to fall forward. 

The wood to keep is the long, 
bright green stuff. Encourage 
new green growth by cutting 
- out a proportion of the old 
stems entirely. 

Climbing roses can be 
pruned on a replacement 
principle. If strong new stems 
arise near the base, cut back 
the older part of the stems 
above the point where the new 
shoot rises. He in new growth 
securely. 

With wisteria, you can finish 
the job you should have started 
last July. Unwanted hew growth 
should have been cut back by 
half Now, you cut those same 
shoots back to within two buds 
of the point where the new 
growth started. It's a wobbly 
ladder job. Our.wisteria 

keeps diving under the eaves 
into the roof space and.1 haul 
out yards of peaky-looking 
growth that has been 
wandering around under the 
tiles looking for tha Itgh r 
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over the 



: conservationists want to 
see its business potential 


COUNTRY PURSUITS 




F *or centuries the River Wye has 
attracted thousands of visitors, 
drawn by its great scenic and nat- 
ural beauty. In 1798 William 
Wordsworth penned Lines Com- 
posed A Few Miles Above Tiniem 
Abbey during a visit to the river. “How 
oft, in spirit have! turned to 'thee, ©Syl- 
van Wye! though wanderer through the 
woods,” he wrote. 

Unfortunately,- in recent years more 
and more people have turned to the 
Wye - a river of major importance for 
conservation because it has a largely 
natural regime and has remained free 
from pollution. 

Their interest has often extended 
beyond sitting on its-banks, notepad in 
hand, composing poetiy. While the river 
still attracts walkers, it also numbers 
canoeists, rafters, and' pleasure-boat 
owners among its regulars. And its star 
tus as a salmon river brings game fish- 
ermen willing to spend a pretty pound 
in pursuit of their sport. 

"Until now, the disparate devotees of 
the river have co-existed in an uneasy 
truce. But the seemingly dry topic of 
navigation rights has shattered that 
peace. 

There are two bids forithe navigation 
rights, which convey a stake in the 
management of the river - power is 
shared with the National Rivers 
Authority (NRA), the national guard- 
ian of the aqueous environment, which 
has limited powers to make by-laws 
for the river. 

One bid is from the NRA itself, which 


sees such a move as a natural exten- 
sion of its present powers. The other 
contender is a group of businessmen 
seeking to revive an old company, 
incorporated by Parliament in 1809, 
The Company of Proprietors of the 
Rivers Wye and Lugg Navigation and 
Horse Towing Path. 

Now lawyers are being hired and his- 
tory books scoured as bath sides pur- 
sue their case. The NRA is accused by 
its critics of being in cahoots with the 
landed gentry who have the fishing 
rights and want to preserve the status 
quo. Those wishing to revive the ancient 
company and develop the river com- 
mercially are seat as get-rich -quick 
interlopers. 

Sporting organisations are assessing 
which lobby wifi best favour their vested 
interests. For instance, the river hosts 
the annual 100-mile River Wye Char- 
ity Raft Race, the longest event of its 
kind in the world, and those who organ- 
ise it want to be allowed to continue. 

Below Hay-on-Wye, down to the 
Severn Estuary at Chepstow, there are 
a 100 miles of free navigation on the 
river. But moves are afoot to impose 
regulations. 

The NRA points to conflicts of inter- 
est that have arisen between various 
user groups such as canoeists, rafters 
and anglers. It argues that without 
controls "there is a risk that recreational 
use of the river wilJ conflict with nature 
conservation and damage the environ- 
ment or disturb wildlife.” 

Dr John Stoner, NRA regional gen- 


eral manager, sai± “The River Wye and 
its catchment is a river system of great 
importance. We must safeguard its 
unique character. We believe this is the 
right time to try to secure the balanced 
use of the river for the benefit of this 
and future generations. 1 ” 

It is a view echoed by conservation 
groups, including English Nature and 
the Countryside Council for Whies 
(CCW), who both back the NRA’s 
attempt to take on the navigation rights. 

Ray Woods, an area officer for the 
CCW, said the navigation rights were a 
complex issue, but there would certainly 
be concern- if the towing path company’s 
proposals to introduce weirs and locks 
were to bq implemented. 

The river has Site of Special Scien- 
tific Interest status, and there are pro- 
posals to re-notify the wye in the new 
Wildlife and Countryside Act and pave 
the way for it to be the first river in 
Britain to be made a Special Area of 
Conservation. 

“The River Wye is special for a whole 
host of reasons. It supports rare species, 
including two types of shad, the Allis 
and the Twait, and because no impen- 
etrable barriers have been introduced, 
and there has been no pollution, it is 
one of the most natural rivers in 
Britain,” he said. 

Conservationists are happy that the 
River Wye is not inundated with visi- 
tors. As regards boating and tourism it 
has not been extensively marketed, but 
that could change. Critics of those with 
a more commercial approach to the 


river fear “another Richmond on 
Thames”. 

And those involved with the towing 
path company believe that the river 
could be better exploited commer- 
cially. Installing locks and weirs, and 
dredging, would open the river up to 
pleasure boats as far as Hay-on-Wye 
and bring valuable tourism revenue! 

The NRA has taken legal action to 
have the towing path company bid over- 
turned. while at the same time embark- 
ing on a public consultation exercise 
before proceeding with its own legal 
claim to the rights. The first round" in 
the fight went to the NRA after High 
Court paxeedings were taken against 
Mr Victor Stockinger. a New Zealand 
lawyer who is handling the towing path 
company claim. The Conn did not sup- 
port Mr Stockingers claim to act as of 
“governor” of the old company. 

However, the search is on by those 
backing the towing path company to 
find the old shares, and they are con- 
fident the firsi legal setback will be 
overturned. Both parties were due 
back in court last month (Feb 15) to 
hear an appeal by Mr Stockinger 
againsi the ruling. 

Des Davies, landlord of a Hereford 
pub and a prime mover behind the com- 
pany, said: "We derided to revive the 
company because the river is dying. 
Salmon numbers are fall ins because the 
river is silting up. As a child I can 
remember catching elvers when the 
river was black with them. They have 
disappeared now." 


Conservation 

versus 

pleasure 

boats on the 

Wye 

Photo: 

Rob Stratton 


He said the river was navigable to 
vessels up to 1856. A cider mill at Bred- 
wardene was built with stone brought 
up river by barge. Research has shown, 
he claims," that locks existed on the river. 
“We don’t want to damage the envi- 
ronment, but we do want to breath new 
life back into the river." 

If the company can be revived it 
hopes to build 22" locks and weirs. Its 
backers believe that the tourism the 
company will attract will create 1,000 
jobs along the river. 

Those supporting the bid include 
Hereford City Council, which believes 
that the city and its riverside environs 
would benefit, and investors are stand- 
ing by to finance it. 

Charles Willis, the council’s chief 
executive, said: “We are opposed to the 
idea of the NRA becoming the naviga- 
ble authority because it wants to sup- 
press navigation. The Wye is a dread- 
fully wasted resource. Once Hereford 
built ocean-going ships. Now it is impos- 
sible to reach the ocean because there 
is so little water.” 

The council sees economic develop- 
ment as a spin-off for the area. "We 
would like to see people navigate the 
river in pleasure boats, stop overnight 
and spend money here. We think this 
could be done without environmental 
damage,” Mr WTliis said. 

The legal fight Is certain continue. In 
the meantime, those who use the river 
for pleasure and profit will have to try 
and get along until a stamioiy control 
is established. 


Will O’Leary, stonemason based at 
Knucklas, Powys 

Li I get out of bed at Sam and take a- 
leup of coffee into my study. I 
■design most of my commissions and 
like to spend a whole week doing the 
drawings before going to the workshop. 
I have three headstones on the go at 
the moment. They all have to be drawn 
out. executed and" fixed at the site. 

“All the carving and lettering is done 
by hand. For some masonry. I use a 
compressor and pneumatic chisels, bur 
I prefer to work with my bare hands. 
Horrible modern monumental masons 
use machines; computer-generated 
letters on a stencil, applied to the stone 
and sand-blasted. They never do 
anything by hand at ail. 

“If I use a lot of a particular stone 
then I go to the quarry - 1 like to 
check it’s top quality. I was using so 
much Forest of Dean sandstone for 
the restoration work on Kingsland 
Church in Herefordshire, 1 went to 
meet the quarry men. It’s interesting to 
find out about "the geology of stone. In 
masonry, you should know’ about your 
material: you need to know its 
compressive strength. Some stone 
even smells: Portland stone has a 
lovely fishy smell, but Forest of 
Dean smells pretty horrible - a 
nasty, musty odour. 

“Every commission is a one-off. I 
always think I would like another job, 
like the Mary Morgan memorial, for 
example. She was an early 19th-century 
woman hanged for the murder of her 
new-bom son. The original stone was 
failing apart and I had to do an exact 
replica. That was fascinating - it is very 
difficult to do a faithful copy: even 
though you are tracing it, you can never 
get the spirit of the original cutter. 

Many of my jobs arc memorials, which 
I do in my workshop. Then I go to the 
cemetery to fix the head stone with my 
wife and baby daughter. 

“If I am doing a church restoration, I 
have to he on site, which means up the 
scaffold. I did a local church last winter. 
I took a few days off when it was 
snowing, but otherwise I worked 
through the elements. In the summer, 
it’s lovely up a scaffold; I especially 
enjoyed Bath Abbey - great view. 

“The most interesting job I did was 
building the Memorial Pagoda at 
Milton Keynes in memory of a 
Buddhist monk. 1 wasn’t under any 
time pressures and designed a lot of the 
detail, but now I have a family I don’t 
like to go off for weeks on end. 

“I tend to knock off at 7 or 8 in the 
summer and 6-30 in the winter. You 
can’t work late into the night - it takes 
too much concentration. And I don’t 
like working more than eight hours in a 
day. I get too exhausted. A lot of it 
depends on light in the workshop - in 
the winter especially. You can’t do 
lettering in bad light. 

“Once a week we run an evening 
class for six or seven people to do 
carving. In the summer, we run 
weekend courses. They are knackering 
and a bit annoying because people 
always do nicer things than 1 get to do. 

I would like to take my own course so I 
could do exactly what "l wanted. 

“I love my work. 1 really do. I 
particularly love lettering, but it can get 
a bit exasperating, but then anything 
gets tiring if you do it for too long. 

Even thinking about it makes me 
excited, but by bedtime I am so worn 
out. 1 simply pass out.” 

Bel Crewe 


A little local 
trouble 

T his has not been a happy 
week for twri of Scotland's 
island communities. The 
residents of Graemsay, iii die 
Orkneys, are in a fighting 
mood after council members 
. voted to axe the island's only 
school. The closure of 
Graemsay School will mean 
that its lone pupil, nine-year- 
old Kevin Pepper, will now 
have to travel by ferry to 
school in Stromness on the 
mainland. This week the news 
was announced that produc- 
tion problems have delayed a 
new ferry service. 

O n Eigg. it is the plight of the 
island's cattle that has infu- 
riated the locals. On Tues- 
day the island's owner 
Marurria, said all the remain- 
ing beasts bar one -Barney the 
Limousin Bull, father of nearly 
all the island’s cattle. Prior 
Barney failed to sell because of 

missing papers and will go 
under the hammer at a later 
date. For Eigg islanders the 
sale was a tragedy. Stockman 
Donald McRuiyen told The 
Herald. “I don’t know how 
they will adapt to tbe.climate 
in other parts of the country. 
Now residents fear this is 
the start. of something more 
sinister and rumours of an . 
island clcarance are' rife. ' 


'Was I witnessing a high-level wife-swap?' 


T his is the season when 
birds and animals stake 
out breeding territories - 
and none of our resident 
species make more noise 
about it than the buzzards. 

The other evening, whis- 
tles burst out from both 
sides of the valley. The first 
calls rang from the wood on 
the hill to the south, my 
■ right, instantly answered by 
others from my left Sec- 
onds later a big, dark shape 
floated over from the south, 
black against the sty. Then 
a second appeared from 
the north. A pair coming 
together? Apparently not 
tike ships in the night, the 
two passed each other and 
carried on without the least 
deviation. "Was I witnessing 
a high-level wife-swap? 

. lien two birds soared 
out over the southern sky- 
line, wheeling in circles. 
Suddenly another . pair 
appeared low over my head. 
Cries blasted off from every 
direction. A fifth bird . 
started calling from some- 
where behind me. The 
squeaks of little owls were 
drowned out by the piercing 
volleys from overhead. Not 
until darkness fell did the 
hig hawks at last settle and 
fall sflent Almost as vocif- 



DUFF 

HART-DAVIS 

erous are the carrion crows, 
the most voracious preda- 
tors of other birds’ eggs 
and fledgelings. Every 
morning crows take up van- 
tage points and proclaim 
their local supremacy ;with 
loud, harsh calls. j 
On land patrolled by 
gamekeepers, the hajbit is 
often their undoing, /for it 
enables the keeper to pin- 
point their nesting; sites. 
One man I know keeps the 
stuffed skin of a fox espe- 
cially for this purpose: set 
out in a field a short dis- 
tance from the edge of a 
wood, the bright! russet 
decoy proves an irresistible 
lure. Cruising crowi swoop 
down to mob it, and the 
keeper, lurking in a hide 
with his shotgun, pi^rks them 
off one by one. j 
So effective is tlpe fox, in 


fact, that helpers frequently 
borrow it, ard it whizzes 
about the country with a 
mobility it never achieved in 
life. By such means, keepers 
can ensure that their own 
ground will be clear for the 
critical months in which 
game birds breed, because 
al a certain point, all sur- 
viving crows settle down to 
nest in whatever territories 
they occupy and no more 
cross-country movement 
takes place. 

It is not only the preda- 
tors which move around. 
Even humble rabbits seem 
to migrate about now, mov- 
ing down out of the woods, 
in which they have spent the 
winter, to breed in the 
hedgerow burrows which 
form their summer homes. 

The only creatures which 
seem hell-bent on staying 
put are the greylag geese on 
our neighbour's farm. In 
past years one or two pairs 
have • arrived in February 
and bred on the lake in the 
valley: then, come autumn, 
they have taken off for win- 
tering grounds elsewhere. 

Last summer, however, 
they seemed to find condi- 
tions so congenial that they 
never left. Three pairs of 
parents raised a total of 13 


goslings, so that by August 
there were 19 hefty birds 
devouring the grass and 
messing up the fields with 
their slimy droppings. The 
longer they stayed, the 
more irritated the farmer 
became, but being fond of 
all wildlife, he could not 
bring himself lo shoot 
them. 

There they remained 
throughout the winter, and 
now. as the mating urge 
comes on them, chaos 
reigns in the flock. The gan- 
ders are constantly demon- 
strating - hissing, thrashing 
their wings, shaking their 
heads and extending their 
necks in menacing fashion 
- and it is hard to sec how 
so many geese are going to 
settle down in one rela- 
tively small area: there are 
not enough individual ter- 
ritories to go round. 

No doubt nature will sort 
things out somehow. It may 
be that, if the birds arc 
all closely related anyway, 
this year’s eggs will prove 
infertile and produce no 
offspring. Should that 
happen, migratory instincts 
will probably reassert them- 
selves. and autumn will 
once again see the geese on 
their wav. 



.INDEPENDENT 


READER S’ OFFER 


PLUS Sensational New 
Red Trailing Petunia Fergy 

Surftruas have proved a revelation over ihe last two 
years, transforming basket and patio gardening. We are 
able to offer five beautiful colours plus the new Red 
Trailing Petunia Fergy. the only Red Trailing Petunia 
which we consider the missing fink in Ihe colour range. 
The plant* are supplied as fitly basket ready [darts and 
will produce an avalanche of colour from June to 
October. 

A. 6 Suribnia Blue £7.95 B. 6 Surftma While £7.95 
C 6 Sujfinia Purple £7-95 
IX 6 Surfmia Pink' Vein (Pink, dark vein) £7.95 
EL 6 Surfinia Blue- Vein 
(Blue with deep Blue vein. Scented) £7.95 
F. 6 New Red Trail Ins Petunia Fergy £7.95 
BUY 6 TRAILING PETUNIAS FOR £6.50 
WHEN YOU BUY 18 FOR &I9.50 



.64 31 CREDIT CARD HOTLINE [24 hours) 

IMPORTANT: Quote ‘INC I85‘ when ordering. 

""n ji lu ® Complete Ihe coupon quoting your Access/Visa number or send with 

- i '-‘| M crossed cheque/poslal orders. NO CASH PLEASE. | 

w&MObbntedMMUbte gTO^hd^^MtSn^MtyPOBoiM, South Wed Dirtrid Offlta. MI6 Wft | 


SEND TO*- The independent Surfinia Offer, PO Box 64, South Wart DtstrlCL Office, Manchester MIG 9HY. 
Xame Mdrss 
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Why aren't people 


snapping up 
country homes in 
East Anglia? 


By Anne Spackman 



Househunter 

Umehouse, London 



O ne of the first apartments of 
the Dockland warehouse 





pigneers to come back on the 
market ■- Studio 26 at The 
Limebouse Gut - was designed 
by its architect owner. The 900 
sq ft space has been divided by 
a curved wall which separates 
the bedroom and shower room 
tram the kitchen and living 
space. The apartment, which 
has a balcony, parking space 
■and a communal roof terrace, 
bas a service charge of £977 a 
year and is being sold by 
- Knight Frank (0171-515 6565) 
for £125,000. 


O n -a graph comparing 
regional property prices 
over the past decade East 
Anglia rises like the Mat- 
terhorn in I9SS, a high 
peak above the national 
average. Now, eight years later, the 
region lies in the lowlands, under- 
performing the general trend If 
you were an old-fashioned prop- 
erty speculator, you would surely 
be buying into East Anglia 
So why aren't people snapping 
up country houses with 10 acres 
for under £300.000? The answer 
seems to be that East Anglia is 
a microcosm of the new property 
market where the old rules do 
not apply. Just because it was 
expensive no longer means it will 
necessarily be expensive again. 

Between 19S5 and 198$ prop- 
erty in East Anglia rose 240 
points from a base of 100. 
according to Saviils Residential 
Research. Jn 1988 alone prices 
went up 50 per cent in Norfolk. 
Saviils’ Norwich office sold an 
old rectory in the south of the 
county for £435.000 at the height 
ofthe boom. In late 1993 they re- 
sold it for £280,000. Today the 
same house might fetch £315,001) 
- a small increase, bul still 25 per 
cent down on the peak. 

The Nationwide Building Soci- 
ety, whose figures are based on the 
mainstream market rather than 
on country houses, says the drop 
is even more dramatic in its sec- 
tor. In January’s housing finance 
review, the Nationwide said prices 


in East Anglia were still 30 per 
cent down on the peak of 1988. 
By the end of the decade, they are 
still expected to be 15 per cent 
down, with owners caught with 
negative equity. “By the year 2000 
it is possible that a rump of neg- 
ative equity cases will remain, 
with East .Anglia likely to be one 
of the worst affected areas,” the 
review says. 

But this gloomy view of low 
prices and slow recovery is only 
half the picture. It applies only 
to those parts of East Anglia — 
the Fens, much of Norfolk and 
north Suffolk - which lie away 
from the coast and beyond the 
normal commute. 

Elsewhere, in the prime parts 
of the region, the picture could 
hardly be more different. On the 
north Norfolk coast, the Suffolk 
coast, in the smart suburbs of 
Norwich, in the Stour Valley and, 
more than anywhere, around 
Cambridge, buyers are lining up 
to buy period property. Where 
houses arc cheap there are no 
buyers, where they are expensive, 
there are no sellers. 

Estate agents who handle 
good quality homes in and 
around Cambridge dusted down 
their forms for “best and final 
offers” - where buyers are com- 
peting for the same property' - 
more than two years ago. 
Though 1995 saw a dip in activ- 
ity, the competition has resumed 
this year. James Barnett of Sav- 
ills in Cambridge is one of many 



East Anglian values: Top, an example of a house that is still more than 25 
per cent down on its peak value of £675,000 in 1989. For sale today at 
£495,000 with Saviils. Above, an example of an East Anglian house that bas 
almost recovered its peak value of £265,000 in 1998. Currently on the 
market with Bidwells for £245,000. 


agents who claim they cannot get 
enough good quality houses to 
satisfy the demand. “We go to 
best and final offers nine times 
out of 10 on decent family 
houses.” he said. “Each time 
you sec the same buyers, minus 
the one who got the' last house, 
with a few new ones, too.” 
Saviils put a price rag of 
£355.000 on a thatched country 
bouse with four bedrooms ancl 
three reception rooms in a vil- 
lage just outside Cambridge. It 
sold, under competitive bid- 
ding. for more than £400,000. 
Such is the demand that agents 
are increasingly doing private 
sales, in which they find a buyer 
for a property without ever 


putting it on the market. 

In Cambridge itself, where fam- 
ily houses are in even shorter sup- 
ply and the university always lurks 
in' the background as a potential 
bidder, prices have risen even 
faster than in the villages. Bid- 
wells, which has offices across the 
region, has charted the price 
movements of a Victorian semi- 
detached house in the town and 
a country house south-west of the 
city. Danesbuiy House, a four- 
bedroom, three-reception-room 
village property would have been 
more expensive than the Victorian 
semi in 1985. Now the village 
house is for sale at £227,000 hav- 
ing appreciated by 214 per cent, 
while che town house is priced at 


£245.000, a rise of 253 per cent. 

Similarly, in south Suffolk 
demand for good family houses in 
areas commu table to London 
has outgrown supply. Mark OSver 
of Sands in Ipswich said prices in. 
the Stour Vhlley. with good rail 
links to the Gty, fell by only 20 per 
cent in the recession and have 
nearly recovered in the past two 
years. However, in north Suffolk 
prices crashed by between 35 
and 40 per cent and have barely 
risen off the bottom since then. 

So why the great divide 
between the popular and unpop- 
ular parts ofthe region? Bidwells 
sees this as a dear-cut example of 
the way the property market has 
fractured. The areas which are 
prospering are those with a strong 
jobs market or within easy reach 
of rate. The bouses which are sell- 
ing are the prime ones. In the 
past, those buyers frustrated by 
the lack of choice and high prices 
in their favoured area would have 
looked farther north and east 
Now they either buy what they 
want or they don't buy at alL 

“People are not prepared to 
travel so far,” said Mark Oliver of 
Saviils. “The ‘grab everything 5 
years are gone. People don't want 
a tong journey. They want to see 
their children during the week. 
They are interested in their qual- 
ity of life." He believes people will 
not go beyond the maximum 
commute of one and a half hours. 
“Places which are too far away 
from the station or from a good 


road are of no interest” 

The “good'’- road in Norfolk is 
the All which has been 
upgraded in recent years. How- 
ever, the end of the govern- 
ment’s road-building programme 
means the dual carriageway stops 
short of Norwich, prompting 
fears that businesses may move 
nearer ro Cambridge. 

Mark Stewart, who runs Bid- 
wells' Norfolk office, said demand 
for the best properties is now 
stronger than it has been for 
years and, as a result prices took 
set to rise. They have- a long way 
to go. “We have very few houses 
which sell for in excess of 
£350,000 ,” be said. *A few years 
ago that figure was £500,000." 

So what can you get for ytkir 
money? Saviils in Cambridge has 
just sold, a 9,000 sq ft country 
house with a lodge, three self-con- 
tained flats, a lake and five acres 
for under £300,000 in the Fens. 
Bidwells in Norwich is about to 
market a four-bedroom, four- 
reception-room period cottage 
with a tennis-court near Blakeney 
for £220,000. The speculators 
may not be moving into -East 
Anglia, but other buyers wrO find 
the region looks very good value. 


For What It’s Worth 

Buying a. house will be more 
affordable this year than it has 
been for a.generalion, 
according to the TSB 
Affordability Index.. It says the 
typical buyer can expect to 
spend £25.70 out of every 
j£l00 they take home on a 
mortgage - the lowest 
figure since 1978. In 1990, 
the figure was £7130. 

Next month's tax cuts ; 

; are a major factor in improving 
affordability. 

John Elbe ume, retail 
director of the TSB, says, “The 
. figures have been good now 
for three years, but they relied 
on weak prices - not - 
something that inspired buyer 
confidence! This year will see 
affordability based on slowly 
. rising prices, falling mortgage 
rates and strengthening 
earnings. Tfcken together, these 
' factors will cut by 10 per cent 
the amount of their cash 
people have to budget for their 
mortgage.” 


Who r s Moving 


B ill Cotton, the former head 
of BBC television, is selling 


Saviils Cambridge 01223- 
322955, Norwich 01603- 
61221 1; Bidwells Cambridge. 
01223-841842, Bury St 
Edmunds 01284-767338, 
Norwich 01603-763939 


Uof BBC television, is selling 
his Victorian vffla in Surrey. 
The six-bedroom house in East 
Molesey has founeception 
rooms and a large 
srudio/games room. It is being 
sold by Knight Frank in Esher 
for £625,000. 


Tel: 1171 293 2222 


property * residential 


Fax.- 0171 293 2505 


New Homes 
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OUR MOST SPECTACULAR 
RIVERSIDE 
LAUNCH THIS YEAR 


Si 


She 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
Queensgate, Hertford 


Heusetype 


I his incredible offer is available on any of 
— the properties listed below, which are now 
ready for immediate occupation. Just think no 
mortgage to pay for a whole year! But hurry, this 
offer is only available for all reservations taken 
before the end of March. 


The ultimate riverside residences open next weekend. 


4 bedroom detached home 
4 bedroom derached home 


Kingshurst, Hertford 


4 bedroom detached home 
4 bedroom detached home 
4 bedroom detached home 




♦ Distinctive riverside residences, unlike 
any other* on the Thames. 

♦ Scunnine show apartments open for 
sicwing next weekend. 

♦ 1, 2. and 3 bedroom luxury apartments 
with superb specifications including en 
suire bathrooms, fitted carpets and 
miegm ted kirchena. 

♦ 999 scar leases and low service charges. 

♦ Set r<n a bend of the Thames with 


breathtaking views up river towards 
Tower Bridge. 

♦Just 1 miles from Tower Bridge! " 

♦ 100% HOME EXCHANGE. We can 
make you an offer - full market value:- in 
just 7 days. 

♦ 5% DEPOSIT PAID for fuse rime buyers. 

♦ MORTGAGE PAID UNTO. JANUARY 
’97. Up to £50,000, ask for details. 

♦ Don't miss next weekend! 


Sovereign Mews, Bishop's Stortford 2 


4 bedroom detached home 
4 bedroom detached home 
4 bedroom detached home 


as . 


Poets Comer. Harpenden 


2 bedroom apartments 
2 bedroom apartments 


CAM3PJDGESHIRE 
Summer-fields. Fordham 


Prince’s Riverside, Rotherhithe Street, 
off Salter Road, SEI6. 

iPick up dmrcnonal arrows apartments from £144 , 995 . 

horn Rraherhirfw TunneLl Sales office and show 

1 bedroom apartments from apartment open every day 

£/7,995. from 10am to 6pm 

2 and 3 bedroom riverfront (Montla v 2 pm -6pm). 

Tei; 0171 237 4108. 
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Heatherbrook, Coxton 


Harvest Meadow, Over 


| The Grange , Hrston 


■i bedroom detached home 
4 bedroom detached home 

4 bedroom dcochrd home 
4 bedroom detached home 

4 bedroom detached home 
4 bedroom detached humc 

4 bedroom derccheJ home 
4 bedroom detached home 


MOST SHOW HOMES OPEN 
10AM - S.30PH 7 DATS A WEEK 
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The Hawthorns. Wickford 




4 bedpjum JcudicJ home 
4 bedn.iom denched hwnie 
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Faiidough Homes 


One mile. 


To advertise in the 
Property Section 
please telephone 
Matthew Quarendon 
on 0171 293 2343 


London Property 
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motoring 







Gavin Green visits the Geneva motor show, an opulent 
exhibition for Europe^ richest car owners 


T he traffic queuing to get 
into the Palexpo exhibition 
centre was appalling last 
Tuesday. It was the first day 
of the Geneva motor show, 
when all the industry big. 
wigs attended. I wonder if any. of 
them stopped to contemplate the 
absurdity of a show which saw 
numerous highspeed sports and 
luxury cars being unveiled, while 
the real problem facing motoring 
worldwide was staring at.them on 
a smog-bound Swiss motorway? 

The Geneva Show has never 
been about serious issues. That's 
what the Frankfurt and" Tokyo 
Shows, run by those dour Ger- 
mans and Japanese, are all about. 
Geneva is a fashion show: an exhi- 
bition of good-time motoring for 
Europe’s richest nation which, 
convenient^, has no motor indus- 
try of its own. 

It’s convenient because there 
are no nationalistic biases at 
Geneva. The Germans can’t ban- 
ish everyone else r s -motor indus-. 
tries to far-fhmg pavilions as they 
do in Frankfurt, only for the- 
Japanese to reciprocate in Tokyo. 
Geneva is neutral. . * . 

Perhaps that’s why the British, 
who have no large locally owned 
car maker of then own either, are 
so at home here. For the last four 
years, British-based makers have 
dominated the Geneva Show. ' 
Last year, the MGF was the star. 
This year was Jaguar's turn. Its new 
XK8 was the perfect Geneva icon: 
stylish, glamorous, expensive and, 
in the grand scheme of things irrel- 
evant to future motoring needs. 




TV'-; * 


Set to replace the ungainly 20- 
year-old XJS when sales start in 


October, the XK8 is a £45,000, 
155mph ego-massagerfor therich. 
It's handsome, in a retro sort of 
way, and is further proof of the 
revivification of Jaguar under 
Ford. Sales volumes are likely to 
be handsomely up on the old 
XJSs. 

.Although it replaces the XJS. it's 
really more of an E-type successor 
-that seminal Sixties sports car that 
was unveiled at the Geneva Show 
exactly 35 years ago. The XKB is 
more of a sports car (like the E- 
type) than a lazy boulevard, cruiser 


(the XJS’s forte). It is icw conser- 
vative in style to be accurately 
compared to the E-type: that car, 
back in 1961, must have been far 
more eye-catching than the XKS is 
today. It wasa radical step forward, 
instead of a handsome update of an 
evolutionary styling theme. 
Nonetheless, the XKS promises 
much. It is powered by Jaguar’s 
new V8 engine, a’ 290bhp 
4-0-litre unit to be built fcy Ford in 
Bridgend, Wales. That engine will 
shortly be the mainstay of the 
entire Jaguar range. It will be fit- 
ted to the XJ saloon series in late 
1997, replacing the current straight- 
six and V12 units. 

Back in the real world, Mercedes 
unveiled its long-awaited twin suc- 
cessors to the marvellous old E- 
class estate, favoured school-run 
transport in Britain's leafier sub- 
urbs,. The new E-dass is bigger than 
the old wagon, with a particularly 
sizeable rise in fore-aft load space. 
The clever, child rear seats and 
numerous utilitarian features of the 
old E (dog guard, luggage blind, 
completely removable back seats 
etc) all remain. 

The new C-dass estate, on the 
other hand, is smaller than the old 
E, and cheaper, too, with prices 
starting at about £20,000. It’s as 
much “sports” estate as luggage 
toter, but still should be big enough 
for the needs of most families. Both 
new Mercedes estates hit the UK 
in' the summer. 

Mercedes also unveiled its new 
V-class people carrier, built in 
Spain. The roomiest and plushest 
people carrier yet unveiled, the 
Spanish-built vehicle is also one of 
the ugliest: it really does look just 
like a converted van. Geneva also 
saw the European debut of the 
AAV 4x4 Mercedes concept car, 
precursor to the M -class Mer- 
cedes off-roader to be built in 
Alabama. UK sales start in two 
years. It's aimed at the Land Rover 
Discovery! 

The other big news in the Ger- 
man corner was the comeback of 
the Beetle. VW announced that 
its Concept One show car - a 
Beetle for the Nineties - which 
was first unveiled two years ago, 
will go on sale in 1998 at about 


£10.000. And ii will be called the 
New Beetle. It’ll be built in Mex- 
ico alongside the old Beetle, still 
assembled in Mexico and Brazil. 

Although undeniably cute, the 
New Beetle is also very contrived: 
a triumph of fashion over clever 
design. Underneath the Beetle-like 
body lurks the fioorpan and 
mechanicals of a Volkswagen Golf, 
which will doubtless prove superior 
on the road. America, where there 
is still lingering fondness for the 
old Beetle [Love Bug movies and 
ail that) will be one of the biggest 
markets. 

Ford showed a small coupe con- 
cept car called the Lynx, forerunner 
to a VauxhaD Tigra-sized new baby 
coupe. Honda had two 6ne new pro- 
duction cats: the CR-V is a Toyota 
RAV-4-iOce 4x4 that eschews that dd 
macho off-road nonsense for car-like 
styling and practicality, while the 
SSM is a handily sized, two-seater 
roadster gunning for the MGE 1 l 
also had one duffer, the new Legend, 
a styling parody of the excellent 
Lexus that’s bound to be a sales flop 
in Europe. Even more disappoint- 
ing was the little Citroen Saxo, 
which will eventually, succeed the 
AX. It’s just a Peugeot 106 in drag. 

Another French maker. Renault, 
launched Geneva’s cleverest new 
car. The Scenic is a mini-Renault 
Espace. a five-seater, multi-pur- 
pose “one-box” vehicle based on 
the mechanics of the fine Megane 
hatchback. It looks great, is versa- 
tile, will cost from about £12.000 
when sales start early next year (a 
bargain), and was that rarest of 
Geneva offerings - a genuinely 
fresh slant on motoring. 

Given that it’s an Escort-sized 
car that can seat five adults m com- 
fort, the Scenic may even make a 
modest contribution to easing traf- 
fic congestion. It proved that the 
car industry is working on new 
solutions and helped give a tinge of 
common sense to the p 3 rty-dme 
atmosphere that invariably per- 
vades Europe's most enjoyable 
motor show. 
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The Geneva Motor Show, 
Palexpo exhibition centre (next 
to the airport) runs.untill7 
March. 



Stars of this 
year’s show: top, 
the jaguar XK8; 
middle left, VW’s 
New Beetle; 
middle right 
Renault's clever 
Scenic; and left, 
the Mercedes 
E-class estate 
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London Property 


Services 


Prestige Car Rental 


Prestige Car Rental 


1 NEW INN SQUARE 
SHOREDITCH, EC2 


I GREENWICH] 
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1914 Edwardian City. Printing Works _ 
Nine tne/work apartments in truly classic 
loh building. 

■ 10 ft patent metal windows 

■ Oittal Doors 

■ London Yeilqw Stocks . 

■ Six person passenger lift 

■ External terraces 

1,500 sq ft from £135,000 

jttjg - Open Satu rday/Sunday 
i Swlfiftl 1 0/11 Mairch 2.00 - 4.00 

iSaa 0171-729 7763 
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A DREA 


WE WILL BUILD YOU A SUPERB KITCHEN AT I 

A FRACTION OF THE NORMAL COST - IF YOU I 

LET US SHOW IT TO 6 PROSPECTIVE CUSTOMERS . 


*£695 

Per Day 




TTbs is a genuine offer to enable us to quickly establish a network of PHONE 
LUXURY SHOW KITCHENS across the country to support our MrtUM 

national adirertistrrg campaign. Over IS eyecatching ranges with WW¥W 

many combination options in a mu/Wucfe 0 / finishes to choose from. 01582 


*£1995 

Per Week 
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KITCHENS LIMITED 


BRANCHES 

NATIONWIDE 



NOW 

01582 

29404 

ASK FOR 
CHRIS 
PLUMMER 


*£355 
Per Day 
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Overseas Property 


Surrey 


Pe £ r®k 


FRENCH PROPERTY 


SLRREY/SCSSEX 


GEMINI HOUSE 
180/182 BERMONDSEY STREET 
SE1 
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EXHIBITION 


Buvinz A Houser 




Call for prices on: Lotus Esprit Turbo's, BMW's, 
Mercedes, Bentley Turbo, 300ZX, TVR’s, etc — 


22ND, 23RD, 24TH MARCH 1996 

FRL 11.00 AM TO 7.00 PM. 

SAT 10.00 AM TO nJ)0 PM. SUN. 10.00 AM TO 5 00 PM 
THE SOLIHULL CONFERENCE & 
BANQUETING CENTRE, HOMER ROAD, 
SOLIHULL, BIRMINGHAM B91 3QN 


h'indin^ Ihc home 
you really want isn't 
dial easy; F-spctrially 
if y»u arc mwing t<* 
a nw area. 


FOR HIRE 


Prices Exclude Delivery Charge & Insurance 


Me can help, simply 
call Fir>t Property 


Registration Numbers 


Cars for Sale 


ViCTORIAN WAREHOUSE 
CONVERSION IN HEART OF 
• CONSERVATION AREA 
3 RESIDENTIAL SHELLS 
REMAINING (3 SOLD) 
2,650 SQ FT EACH 
ENORMOUS POTENTIAL 
PRICES FROM £170,000 

OPEN DAY SUN 10th MARCH 
10 . 00 am -4.00pm 



lea. 


03*5 626 7S0. 


Organised by FRENCH PSOPEKTV NEWS 
la Lm*um Rwd, London SW20 0LR Telephone OiSi 944 Sffto 
BRITA1NS BIGGEST & BEST EXHIBITIONS FOR 
HOMES IN FRANCE , 
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5S3AC 13W 
A£HE3i 395 
AHJffiO 2%b 
AM r3A » 
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WORLD OF PROPERTY More than 
I any other Frae copy 0181 542 
9088 



Country Property 


THIS NEWSPAPER AND YOU 


(HEREFORDSHIRE! 


Sk 


Balhara 
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The Property Section appears «very 
Saturday in fixe Weekend Section. 
55 % of Independent readers are 
currently Buying their own home. 
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YOliNQ PROFESSIONALS 

REQUIRE 1 MORE TO SHARE 
. SMART 5 BEDROOM HOUSE. 
' 20M3BR and Large 
loonga and iww Utchen wtth ALL 
mod cons. Shoe bdfe. E33Qftmh 
Tat eve 0171 6730671 
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Oiler* in die region « IPS.nou 


If yon have a complaint about an item in this 
newspaper which concerns inaccuracy, intrusion, 
harassment or discrimination, 
write to the editor about it. 


If you’re still dissatisfied you can write to the 
Press Complaints Commission, 
an independent organisation established to uphold 
an editorial Code of Practice for the Press. 
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France 


Teb 01531 640250 
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I SALISBURY SQUARE LONDON EC4Y 8AE 
Tdqihonc B171 3L\? i Z4S Facsimile 0171 555 5555 
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travel Celtic tales 


TRAVEL AWARD 





A n Indonesian tri-shaw was the 
vehicle that brought Harriet 
O'Brien from the city of Medan to 
meet Cecil Parkinson yesterday. At 
the Travel ex Travel Writers' 

Awards ceremony at the House of 
Commons yesterday. Lord 
Parkinson presented her with the 
£250 prize for Best Daily 
Newspaper Feature for her story 
"How about a nice slice of boiled 
bat?", which appeared in these 
pages last June. It began: 

"Boiled bat is a cure for asthma. 
Or so I was told by my tri-shaw 
driver as he pedalled me through 
Medan. What with the fumes, the 
heat and the dust of this teeming 
city in nonhem Indonesia. I 
thought the citizens probably had 
need of such a remedy. Along the 
pavements, dangling by their toes, 
live bats were strung up looking 
like dark, limp leaves, destined for 
the soup pot." 

The judges picked out O'Brien's 
story from among 600 entries, and 
were unstinting in their praise: "A 
thoughtful and perceptive analysis 
of tourism's impact on a 
particularly beautiful part of 
Indonesia. A splendidly shaped 
feature, rich in good writing and 
reportage, which wholly engaged 
with the life of the region." 

Harriet O'Brien is an assistant 
editor on the Independent's 
Weekend section, and an 
accomplished author. Forgotten 
Land, her study of Burma, won the 
Yorkshire Post s Best First Work 
award for 1991. She travels widely, 
and returned this week from 
another visit to Burma where she 
was studring the effects on the 
local people of the military 
regime’s efforts to promote “Visit 
Myanmar Year” 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 


On four legs p can take forever 

The slower you go, the more you enjoy Ireland. So Bob Carter settled for a journey by horse-drawn caravan 


I was just walking along with the dogs 
at my side. The rain had almost 
stopped and the sun suddenly glared 
at us through the clouds as I turned 
round to see the horse, the caravan, 
and Mrs Carter coming towards me 
beneath a perfect rainbow. 

It was not a good time to go looking 
for the crock of gold however. The 
mountains on one side were too steep 
and the sea on the other looked very 
unpromising. Still, those who had 
already found their crock were looking 
enviously. I think it was enviously, at us. 

They had been rushing by in their 
hire cars, and there's no doubt that 
there can be few better countries in 
Europe to explore by car than Ireland. 
Many of the roads are wide, the traf- 
fic lights, and governed for l he most 
part bv a courtesy long forgotten 
throughout the rest of Europe. 

Buf the slower you go, the more you 
can enjoy Ireland, so the obvious choice 
is to swap four wheels for four legs. 
From a stable near Tralee in Kerry, you 
can hire a horse caravan to take you 
from site to site around the Dingle 
peninsula. A gaily-painted red and yel- 
low caravan was our home for a week. 
Transport and company were provided 
by a Grey called Bom. 

It is a strange sensation to be a hol- 
idaymaker and yet become part of the 
tourist landscape with cameras pointed 
at you at all times of the day. Coaches 
full of flashing lenses passed slowly, 
occasionally frightening the horse to a 
stand-still. Several inquisitive drivers 
also asked to look inside. What they 
saw may have put them off. These wag- 
ons are a long way from the comforts 
of the modem caravan. They are com- 
fortable for two but can be occupied by 
up to five. Bedding, pots and pans, 
knives and forks, and a Kittle -gas-fired 
cooker are concessions to modernity. 

You spend the first night in the sta- 
ble yard getting used to the caravan. 
School starts at 9.50 the next morning. 
The mysteries of bridles, bits, collars 
and other paraphernalia are explained 
to the uninitiated and a few basic rules 
are outlined. Like the fact that horses 
will always try to take the shortest arc 
round a corner, something a wheeled 
vehicle wit/ not do. They then sell you 


some insurance in case you leave half 
the caravan behind in your hurry to get 
out of a campsite. And so to the road. 

You do not really need any eques- 
trian experience, the horses are, for the 
most part, quiet and compliant animals 
and you sooo get into a routine: get up, 
go and fetch horse, run round field wav- 
ing a carrot, watch whQe some know- 
it-all collects your horse with a few 
quiet words. Feed horse, brush horse, 
put on bridle and all the other strange 
bits of kit, and set off. Stop caravan half 
a mile down the road and run back to 
collect all the stuff that’s fallen out of 
the cupboard which you forgot to 
close. Walk 8-10 miles with horse, car- 
avan, and dogs, one of whom ends up 
laying on the verge, paw over head, 
whimpering. Arrive at campsite, release 
horse, lead horse to water, brush horse, 
feed horse, and put it in a field until 
tomorrow. 

If you ask the staff really nicely they 
will lend you a saddle so you can take 
your horse for a gallop on the beach. 
Oh, the equestrian life! The sea-breeze 
ruffling your hair, the hooves kicking 
up wet sand and surf. Well, it would 
have been nice, but it's all you can do 
to get these horses walking away from 
the campsite. To the known equestrian 
gaits of walk, trot, canter and gallop, 
these animals have added the trudge. 

But that’s probably all because they arc 
perfectly happy to just amble along with 
a caravan behind them. Well, most of 
them are. One family seemed to have the 
Irish cousin of Desert Orchid pulling them 
along. We would start out on the road 
ahead of them only to hear them coming 
along behind a couple of hours later, we 
swerved to the side of the road as they 
swept past, three faces in a rictus of ter- 
ror. hands dinging on to reins in a vain 
bid to slow down. 

If your steed believes you are in 
charge, you are soon lulled into the 
delights of travelling at horse pace. Sit- 
ting on the caravan in the sun, with the 
nimble of the wheels beneath and the 
lullaby of the horses hooves on tarmac, 
it is all too easy to let the eyelids droop. 
The answer to this, of course, is to walk. 
And that is really the way to get the 
most out of iL Bedding down at dusk 
in the fields behind Inch you can still 
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believe in a rural wonderland. This is 
the most spectacular of the stops with 
Inch Strand stretching four miles into 
the bay u> the south and the mountains 
rearing up to the north. You can spend 
the entire day walking out on the sand 
spotting the birds. Oyster-catchers are 
easy, they are the bigger ones in the 
black-and-white jackets. Curlews, the 
ones with the curved beaks and the rest: 
well, they look nice, don't they? 

And after a long day wondering 
which birds are which, you have to 
choose your pub. What they do have in 
common is a warm welcome and the 
tales will start to flow if you listen long 
enough: Foley’s Bar in Inch is a must 


for the seeker of a real pub, the bars 
stretch along the front of the house with 
sofas and chairs at one end, tables for 
eating in the middle and the spartan 
locals' haunt at the other end. Stay in 
here and ask about the day Dolly Par- 
ton popped in for coffee. Photographic 
proof is on the wall. 

Probably the most important lesson 
was to keep to the route you are 
given. Take it from roe, horse caravans 
and steep hills do not a good mix make. 
On our final leg we took a wrong turn- 
ing and found ourselves slipping and 
sliding down a 1 in 8. Believe me, there 
can never a good time to try to 
manoeuvre a caravan into a driveway. 
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unharness the horse, turn the van 
aroand, hitch-up again and then put 
your own back into helping the horse 
back up the hill. But that, as they say. 
is all part of the fun. 

Bob Carter rented a horse-drawn caravan 
from Slattery's. The company’s London 
office is at 162 Kentish Town Road, 
London NW5 2AG (0800-5159001 A 
week in July, flying from Luton or 
Manchesterto Kerry, with transfers to 
Tralee, costs £444 for the first two adults, 
£130 tor each subsequent adult and £65 
for children. Travelling by car to Tralee, 
you pay £796 fora week for any number 
of people. 
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current best buys on the world s finest airlines 
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SYDNEY 

£329 

£499 

NEW YORK 

£95 

£164 

JOHANNESBURG 

E251 

£415 

L 


PERTH 

£325 

£559 

BOSTON 

£129 

£170 

HARARE 

£297 

£495 

IT 


AUCKLAND 

£352 

£615 

FLORIDA 

£159 

£215 

NAIROBI 

£224 

£299 

II 


BANGKOK 

£2W 

£407 

LOS ANGELES 

£195 

£239 

CAIRO 

£142 

£237 

C 


HONGKONG 

£279 

£449 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£195 

£258 

DUBAI 

£194 

£275 

a 


SINGAPORE 

£226 

£429 

TORONTO 

£125 

£199 

RIO 

£294 

£489 

i' 


BAU 

£264 

£440 

VANCOUVER 

£255 

£279 

PARIS 

£69 

£69 



SAIGON 

£297 

£495 

CARIBBEAN 

£173 

£328 

AMSTERDAM 

£69 

£69 

:c 


fUKW 

£315 

£572 

MEXICO CITY 

£253 

£352 

GENEVA 

£89 

£89 

h 


DELHI 

£226 

£347 

KATHMANDU 

£265 

£473 

AROUND THE WORLJ} 

£877 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £33 ■ USA £31 • AFRICA £37 • PACIFIC £39 ■ ASIA £30 

USA CAR HIRE FROM £13 PER DAY ■ CALL NOW FOR OUR NEW NORTH AMERICA DIRECTORY 
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THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


Stretch out your legs - not your wallet this Christmas 
Travel in Business Class 

Johannesburg for £742* or to Sydney for £1154* 


‘price per person when husband and wife travel together. 
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worldwide attention to detail 


For the real lowdown an worldwide 
travel, Tra Winders Is roar one stop 
travel shop. 

Tral hinders offers more low cost 
flights to more destinations than 
anyone. Experts In airfares since 
1970, we can taSor-make your 
itinerary with up to Ei% discount on 
hotels and car hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAfLFlUDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-938 3366 ANYTIME 


AT0L 1458 Ml* ABTAB97D1 


42-50 Earls Court Road * LONDON W86FT 
long Haul Rights: W71-938 3368 
Transatlantic & European: 0171-937 54HJ 

194 Kensington High Street • LONDON W8 7SG 
■ tong Haul Flights: 0171-938 3930 ' 
Transatlantic & European: 0171-938 3232 
Rrst business Class: 0171-938 3444 • 
22-24 The Priory Queensway • BIRMINGHAM B4 6BS 
Worldwide FlightsJTI 21-238 1234 
48 Com Street • BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
Worldwide flights: 0117-929 9000 . 

254-284 SaucWehall Street - GLASGOW G2 3EH 
Worldwide Flights: 0141:353 2224 
58 Deansgate • MANCHESTER M3 2FF' 
Worldwide Rights: 6161-839 8969 ,\ 

First & Business Class: 0161-839 3434 
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FLIGHTBOOKERS 


your one stop Travel Shop 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 
TRAVEL CLINIC 

at our London address 

USt !?•■ ire l&wamCart 
ftHtlmtaWlPCu 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

linwr Muse 
KW/nw.flig'rbaiw.eD '8 
iJiBiflijWflotwsSawUxpa con 

ATOL Z562 1 IATA* ABIA DD806 


AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND New York 

0171757 2468 „ .. 

AMERICAS & EUROPE 10 3 

0171 757 2000 Los Angeles 
WORLDWIDE _ . 
0171757 2444 
FIRST & BUSINESS CLASS Toronto 
0171 757 2500 
ALSO AT GATW1CK AIRPORT Havana 
01293 568 300 costa Rica 


travelling 
fr£i69 


ASIA SPECIALS 
Singapore fr£450 
Hong Kong £405 
Balt £440 

Vietnam £490 

Choice of 16 UK 
departure airports. 


freestyle 
Sydney fr£589 

New Zealand £615 

Bangkok £410 

India £347 

Jo'burg £421 

Nairobi £299 


Open 7am - 10pm DAILY u Ism V* rs^ns. ,uwci re rabbity, sauonei 1 TOWul Kotawowo & 0*5 *nei( dfl*ca5*e 



Accomodation • Car Hire • Extended Towing • City Stopovers • Solaris 
Passport 9- Visa Service • Bri iwminisation Clinic • Foreign Exchange • Dedicated Worldwide Dept 
For all this tft the host competitive prices $■ much much here contact FLfGKTCJOOkEKS 

CALL FLIGHTBOOKERS FOR YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE ON DISCOUNT FUGHTS & HOUDAYS DOWN UNDER 
BROCHURE LINE: 0171 7S7 2206i24ft/s> RESERVATIONS: 0174 757 2468 


CHEAPEST FLIGHTS 
WORLD WIDE 


miin GREAT VALUE LOW COST AIRFARES 

mm >0161 367 9292 < 
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AU CKLAND- IXiiJsiNGAPOR E 
ffiT •: liliiWJAIROBl 


iAj^^OHANNr^P.IIPf. iyrn 
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TOKYO • ILigi^RIO : H 

HONG KONG ~ AVIV ‘ HD 

India ■*frTW MF>:irn 


OZ/NZ CLUB CLASS ROUND THE WORLD 
— £1235 — — £699 — 

AGENTS FOR ATOL HOLDERS 


TRAVEL > TRAILS 


TEC3NO TRAVEL 

miBM sn ~ 



STA TRAVEL 


far out ! 

BUT WITH OVER 120 BRANCHES WORLDWIDE 
WE'RE NEVER FAR AWAY 


itntT : CmoivswyMibMiaidmiAdMKDidtnint ■ ■ 

Amsterdam £69 [ Prague £120 i Toronto £199 j Nairobi 

Lisbon £96 i New York £156 l Kuala Lumpur £B9 [ Harare 

Paris £56 j Los Angeles £269 ! Rio £499 \ Brisbane 

aa too bed ** cctaduM ftjl* an Mtfqr fins 

Ixndon - Dubai - Basigi^- surface -Sbgapore-Bnxw- Brisbane -Ovistdiureh- surfatE- 
Auddaod- Tonga -HonoWu-lo* Angeles- London from 013 

Europe: 0171 361 6161, Worldwide 0171 361 6261 

iisoi mMSMOMiMjnAster) 

117 fidat Bind NOT, So Old Bnsnpton Rd SWT, 38 Sure Si WCl, London 




N£W YORK, LOSAMCtLlS. TOKYO. BAN6K0K. SYDNEY, AUCKLAND. .. STA TRAVEL 
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Ti ra n a lamWimt tr 


ANNUAL 
TRAVEL 
INSURANCE 
FROM £46. 

With insurance starting 
from just £46, contact 
the name you can trust 
for the best deals on 
Annual Mu Id Trip cover. 
Other policies avail- 
able - Call for details. 
For travellers under 65 
years only. 


General Accident 
„ Direct _ 




OSOO 121 007 


__ Mon - M SjrT) -SprTL 

(S3 Sat anl Sun tan-Stnt. CB 


0171 637 7853 
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FlYDRIVES: 


ORLANDO 


01253 757575 ? 


DISCOUNT FLIGHTS WORLDWIDE 
Travel injuroneo less 2SV 
Winespm [H 21-157 8897 T8S3Z. 

GERMANY. DAILY low cos nighia. 
(0181) Z9O0. Visa' Access. 

German Travel Centre, ASTA 
90685. ATOL 2377, IATA. 

ARROW FLIGHT. Age ms for ATOL 
hoidom. 01 S27 52481 8. waivSaj 
| Baire8pm. 

| GERMANY. DAILY low coal tHgUta, 
(Otto) 429 2900. vicar Access. 
German Travel Centre. ASTA 
90665, ATOL 2977, IATA. 
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LOW COST FLIGHTS 



USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
MBS ZEALAND SOUTH AMERICA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
UEEAS7 AFRICA 

MOONLIGHT 
_ TRAVEL 
2,0171-4901490 



EDMONTOIV £J49 

1 

0171 385 4400 


QUEST Worldwide 

FJirrhts Woruhviiii: J.'n; ir.'.-n .Around rhe World 


SYDNEY MW 
PERTH Ml 
AUCKLAND 415 
NAIROBI MS 
HARARE 484 
JO'BURG 429 
DUBAI 273 


DELHI SM9 
HONG SONG 442 
BANGKOK 4M 
SINGAPORE 445 
LANGB1BS m 
NEW YORK 173 
TORONTO 219 






OL'EST K’ORi.nttTDF. TRAViil 


2* CASTLE STREBX KINGSTON. SUKKEYKTJ 1ST (WEN 71MY5 
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By Simon Calder 



Above: Prince’s Street, tbe unde heart of Edinbnrgh. Right Trainspotting anti-hero Renton 


Main photograph: Simon Calder 


N ever mind heritage. What 
about sex, drugs and rock ’n’ 
roll (but mostly drugs), inter- 
leaved with squalor? Irvine 
Welsh's stray Trainspotting has 
succeeded where Unesco fail- 
ed, putting Edinburgh on everyone’s 
map. The city’s tourist board is prob- 
ably horrified 

Dawn reveals Edinburgh's skyline 
to be a near-perfect collage of land- 
scape and artifice. In some ancient 
seismological scuffle, a scattering of 
peaks sprouted in the heart of what 
is now Lothian. Tall and weatherworn, 
Arthur's Seat provides a blustery plat- 
form precisely 823 feel above , the 
glassy Firth of Forth that confines the 
city’s expansion north. At about the 
height of Arthur's calf, the Salisbury 
Crags jut into the first fringe of habi- 
tation. Beyond these jagged rocks are 
the softer lines of Calton HHL, a dome 
of stone that punctuates the east end 
of the city centre. Three structures 
deck itr the Observatory, an array of 
Classical columns that, suggests an 


early attempt to bolster the cliche 
“Athens of the North", and a cairn 


“Athens of the North", and a calm 
symbolising hopes for the restoration 


of a Scottish parliament. That huge, 
blunted wedge in the middle of your 
field of vision supports the Castle, 
whose garrisons have enforced the 
1707 Act of Union for nearly three 
centuries. Doddery stone houses ding 
to its skirts and melt into its volcanic 
crumples to form the Old Town, while 
to the north the first ruddy flickers of 
sun alight on the stem Georgian 
rooftops of the New Town. 

No Crawley or East Kilbride this - 
when town planning was conceived in 
Edinburgh, elegance and order were 
valued more than economy and com- 
promise. Old and New Towns have 
just been recognised as a World Her- 
itage Site by Unesco, a fact of which 
few seem to be aware. 

Queensfeny Road draws your eye 
past the Water of Leith towards the 
hills of Fife, linked to Lothian by the 
twin pillars of the Forth Road Bridge 
that march north into the bleary haze. 
A m akin g: not yet seven o’clock and 
already you’re familiar with Scot- 
land’s capital. 

' Except of course, you’re not lb 
become even a passing acquaintance 
of this schizophrenic dty, you need to 


work hard at the relationship. You can 
tickle tiie tragic underbelly if you wish 
(see the Trainspotting location guide, 
right), but most visitors will prefer to 
keep a straighier, narrower path 
through the city's core. Prince’s Street 
has pride of view, open along one side 
to the finest civic landscape in Britain. 
But the Royal Mile is yet richer, the 
stuff of World Heritage and the mag- 
net to which every traveller is drawn. 

Start at the city’s first-ever tourist 
attraction. The Honours of Scotland 
comprise the country's crown jewels: 
a sword, mitre and richly bejewelled 
crown. They evaded successive raids 
until the Act of Union, when the con- 
stitutional trappings of Scottish roy- 
alty were consigned to a casket in the 
Castle. In 1819, the chest was opened 
and put on public display. A contem- 
poraneous official notice anticipates 
the need to regulate tourism: “150 
persons only will be a drained every 
lawful day, betwixt 10 and three 
o’clock.” 

Today, thousands of tourists infil- 


trate the Castle every day, and pay £5 
rather than five oence for the nrivi- 


rather than five pence for the privi- 
lege. For that, you get to borrow a 


state-of-ihe-audio-art CD player, rich 
in sound effects, that puts the 
confusion of barticments in perspec- 
tive; shame about the red Ford Sierra 
parked among the cannon. 

The tourist trail is all downhill 
from here. One Scots mile east (fur- 
ther than the Imperial version), the 
Queen's third official residence makes 
up in atmosphere what it lacks in 
stature. Unlike the showy Royal piles 
of Buckingham Palace and Windsor 
Castie, Holyrood Palace is a master- 
piece in gaunt, grey stone. To one side, 
the shattered 'remains of Holyrood 
Abbey dissolve into the misL the 
peace disturbed only by rumbles on 
the road to London: the A1 begins a 
few hundred Scots yards from here. 

Between its noble bookends, the 
Royal Mile is an eminently democra- 
tic thoroughfare. Places such as the 
Scotch Whisky Heritage Centre take 
the tourist-as-raarketing-oppoitunity 
approach, and tempt in visitors with 
the prospect of a blended thimbleful 
of product after an hour of soft sell. 
But if you just want a pint of milk and 
a paper, then head downhill to find 
one of the more proletarian (and 


practical) shops. All the way along, 
you feel constrained by the tall, brood- 
ing sione on either side, the sombre 
tones mirrored in the line of battered 
cobbles that guides you along the 
royal prospect. At the Heart of Mid- 
lothian, a coronary-shaped cobble 
halfway along, watch how many 
passers-by pause to expectorate on the 
stone. Locals and tourists spit freely 
and hope for good luck. 

Looking for this spectacle is the 
best way to locate Parliament Square, 
in a capital whose national assembly 
was “adjourned" 300 years ago. Close 
to the Heart, but tucked behind the 
High Kirk of St Giles, you find a car 
park. This is Parliament Square - and 
the burial place of the Protestant 
reformer John Knox. He lies beneath 
space numbered 41. Fine brushstrokes 
decorate many of Edinburgh’s nooks, 
but this artlessly stencilled paint above 
the tomb of one of the city’s most 
influential figures does not count 
among them. World Heritage is a 
strange affair in Scotland. 


Edinburgh tourist information: 
0131-557 1700. 


T he Grst lime I went to the cinema in 
Edinburgh, my grandmother look my 
brother and me to see The Sound of Music. 
Last Sunday, we siblings went to the movies in 
the Scottish capital again, but declined to invite 
her along. A friend gave grandparcnial guidance 
about 7raimpiimwg.'suggesiuig that wholesome 
Julie Andrews types were in short supply. 

Trainspotting is an express ride around my 
grandmother's home town, focusing on the 
margins and the marginals - the underclass 
that figure in statistics for crime and HIV. 
Edelweiss is out, the opium poppy is in. 

The film starts on Prince's Streeu where the 
anti-heroes. Renton and Spud, are fleeing 
from security staff at John Menzies. They live 
a hand-i o-vcin existence along tile road in 
Leith. Parts of this venerable port retain their 
mercantile good looks, but much has been laid 
waste and replaced by “schemes' - council 
housing estates. Reman, Spud and pals are 
“sc hemic s', surviving in a filthy flat. The 
shoplifters are finally apprehended heading 
towards Leith along Calton Road, one of the 
many streets off middle-class Prince’s Street 
The ensuing court case is held among Lhe 
legal cluster at the heart of the Royal Mile 
and Renton immediately celebrates the 
suspension of his sentence at a pub. The film 
is unspecific about precisely which one of the 
1 , 000 -plus licensed candidates is chosen, but 
the book indicates the obvious one: Deacon 
Brodie's. Here a screenplay or two interjects. 
William Brodie was a local worthy who led a 
double life. According to a 1788 edition of the 
Edinburgh Advertiser, after dark he became “a 
gambler, a thief, dissipated and licentious”. 

He fled to Amsterdam (as. later, does 
Renton) and was hanged the same year. He 
became the model for Robert Louis 
Stev enson's DrJekyil and Mr Hyde, currently 
in production. At the end of the film of The 
Pride of Miss Jean Brodie , the anti-heroine 
reveals she is a descendent of the erring deacon. 

After a pint or two of Deacon's Best, go in 
search of the Worst Toilet in Scotland. The 
closest you will get, thankfully, is the angular 
disarray of apartment blocks and shops on 
Pennywell Gardens, west of the centre. 
Suddenly' you cross the invisible frontier into 
safe family values. The verdant parkland is 
exactly the son of place where you would take 
your Gran for a walk. Just watch out for 
Renton and his air rifle lurking in the bushes. 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 
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*. A VERY SPECIAL OFFER - FROM NOVOTEL HOTELS 


Discover a PARIS 


Spring Break 

LY £ 07.00 

CfvA #(p er P e,son) 


BAGNOLET ONLY £27.00 
Price per person per ntyt 
sharing twin room- fully 
inclusive of breakfast and VAT. 
{3rd adult In room £20 
Induding breakfast) 
i KIDS GO FREE 
when sharing 2 adutrs room 
(room and breakfast) 

> Spacious en-suite rooms 
with lung-sire bed,artQUT TV 
tine satellite) 


ONLY 1XJVJ 

CfvA #(p er P e,son) 

FULLY INCLUSIVE OF BREAKFAST 




Whether travelling by plane or car this is your 
golden opportunity to enjoy all the pleasures of 
Paris and beyond, with accommodation at a price 
you never thought possible. 

Imagine staying in a purpose built international 
hotel designed to pamper your every need - 
perfect for a weekend break or holiday. That's Novotel 
You'll also find Novotel Bagnoiet ideally situated 


bottle of house wine 
{Free voucher below to be 
handed to at our restaurant) 
i ENGLISH SPOKEN - 
( if your French Is wobbly!) 
i Free map of Parts with 
every reservation 
i Prices are ted In French 
Francs - approx Sterling 
equivalent quoted for 
guidance only. 


Right now, NOVOTEL PARIS BAGNOLET Is 
offering EXTRA SPECIAL VALUE for money and 
is only minutes from the centre of Paris by Metro, 
ideally situated for touring Versailles, Fontainebleau 
and EuroDisney. 

Discover Paris and so much more - and it's so 
easy to reserve your room now - for whenever you 
want to visit Take advantage of NOVOTEL’S very 
special offer today! 
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SEND I\10 MONEY 

RESERVATIONS PHONE 

0033149936300 
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THE BEST WAV TO 
HOLIDAY FRANCE 


Our luxury cruise -ferries spoil you the moment 
you drive on board. You sail with your car direct 
to Brittany and Normandy and land closer to 
where you want to be. Plus we've some great 
special offers - just ask for details. 


( Bipacy Zesraes 


BROCHURES 

0990 143 337 

OR SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 


3.018 new ways 
to discover 
unspoilt France 


Discover the splendours 
of France on foot, by bike, 
or by canoe (with your 
bags moved for you). 
Comfortable traditional 
hotels with fine regional 
food and wines. Ring now 
for oar 102-page colour 
brochure. 

Hf*DWAfcK «oliS 


01606 48699 


00 YEAR OLD Bam on 
BrManymoflTHKty barter, tips B 
com to rt aM y. Open lire, teamed 
lounge, largo garden. 20 mins 
Mont St MteteL 10 irdns teach. 
Avafl Earner to October. TaL 
(01903) 71624? 


P&O 


European Ferries 

BRITAIN'S No.) FERRY COMPANY. 


HIDDEN FRANCE. Houses Of tiw- 
seter and team to let, many wfth 
poofs, moat regkrne. LA FRANCE 
DES VILLAGES (01449) 73787a 


BEAUTIFUL 18 TH C tarmhouM 
near Couancas. Sleeps 6 com- 
fortably, 12 poetiWy. Rude. 
Beaches nm. ToL (01302) 
860T64/B546M. 

BHITTANY COAST Doflflhtful Stone 
cottage. Ferry packages. Earner 
onwards Iron Cl 00. (01743) 
383016 




DORDOGNE Lovely 016th lam- 
houn and corteges on beautiful 
■ estate with sartmmkn pool end 
wonderful daws, Sips 2-22 
Brochure 01640 560044 


CYCLING HOLIDAYS In France. 

Bette France 01 B92 890883. WTO 
AT OL 2332. 


LA roumiERE. Fteltt® P®®|- 
divr'S. rr. 

■ SXQ July flJ1B2Z).ff13KB 

c5au TOUWNO AwteteB frBrij; 
(any. From £190 per week. Brett-n 
B*e*D157S3S0379 


^ flnwp o( owb« 

term house*, some wan poo®. 

STf -OM4M 

01644)328465. 


■SSSBASS 


ALOflSI QUALITY HOUSES & vtjjW 
InSorahlteaFranteMMnaMe 

prices Franeoptfta. bonded 
01S39431B80 


LOT Anratthe restored herewith 
open views la smell hanML 
Sleeps B. From £2003*. Pksse 
ring 01252 704450. 


BRITTANY AUDI ERNE Restored 
rural stone cottage, weft- 
equipped, secluded Harden, nips 
6. beech 3km. 01 743 232702. 


DORDOGNE VALLEY Beautiful 
stone farmhouse wan pod. 
Superb location is Medieval Serial 
end Domme, In the Golden Trian- 
flie. Sl eeps 2-lfl. Brute. 01548 
I 057971. 


Btartina Colour flrochuie fr** 1 
Hoftdsv*. 0033 534071 130T 


B11796. 


DORDOGNE our super Fennhse Is 

FuflyBqppd,StpsM Baas 

provided. Ylews, gott, wtite. 
cwtnenlng. Fr Cl 00 pw. 01B1-748 
4202, 


LANGUEDOC. PeaoeM house tips 

416. from CISOpw 01 92S 332684. 


Fas 0033 S3 40 74 71. 


BWTTANY STOWe COT TACB jn 
qJa nasi E&un 

5< Mate, Wnen- (01473) 213563 
(da/) (01473) 834406 (•*). 


LOT- OORDOGMUdMl totWZ 

i«aa pool. Trite w™* 1 ^ b8 ?l * 

^iss^ssffsss- 


LOT/DORDOGNE . Chamrtflly 
restored 'fanrfrouse. Very was 
equipped. Sips 10. Lga proL 
l*He tennis In bam A badminton. 
AvaB 4/18 May S/20 BBy 
term 01816748513. 


DORDOGNE. Secluded spacious 
farmhouse. Ttxrace line view 
6 bait acre meadow. WbSi 
equipped, tips S- 01 is 2701 ?B7 

DORDOGNE- UCNT1GNAC- trad. 

a house In quiet riverside 
from £150 p/w. Colour 
.photos teg 01480 433362. 

LOT. Wall converted farmhouse. 4 
•eras orrttBlda In rjJ« vHape. Al 
mod cona, swhmnlno pool steep 
7T&. Tbt 01814OT1746 


ATTRACTIVE NORMANDY Farm- 
house. 2db.3sb. 1 hr Caen Hstthr 
beach, t acre orchard/ gdn. Avail 
Aprit-Oct Ft CIISpw, 01B36 
2BWi4(ew) 

SECLUDED HOUSE nr MX vfflage. 
$1pa 6-8. Spacious Mng area. 
Soma weeks avail July. August. 
TM 01872562971. 



/picturesque 
■^French cottages 

Many with pool. 


Ring (01242) 240 310 far our 
'Cottage' brochure. 



Self drive, fly drive 
or EUROSTAR. 


•Short breaks 

In Paris. French 
provincial cities, or 
rural France. 


Ring (01242) 240 3 10 for our 
'France » b Carre 1 brochure. 


HOTELS; Prauonce. Pyrenees. Dor- 
doone &Alp> lOdeysfin taapp 
hie terry. Auto Plan 01 543 2S7777. 

PROVENC&VAR; old. DBdL house 


r.Tioa't forget 
'1 to mention the 


with courtyard, vlna end pool in 
sired hansel 40 irina Med. KWti 


7 Independent ■ 
%hen replying to 
adverts 


1-2 tamHee (tips 12 •»*«. For 
more pfsaaecsd 0131 5S63SM2. 


PYRENEES 

PLUS 


DSCCWER MOtWTAWSSlAKES 
w cavrwu. h&i PYnetfES 
AND NEARBYRU 3 GED SFRW 


GfTES fiPAfmCMTS HOTELS 
SET W SPHTDVCUUia SCENERY 


moM ran anocHune 

01373 463217 


C S ^**~wsHv::n>ouoKr, 


The best qualify 
seif drive camping 
holidays in Europe 


T1 hICKIS 
FOR or TO 
6 PEOPLE 



TEL 01235 824364 


1500 PfWATE OWIttRS ADVEFTITSE 
Chateau* • Vfta* S Fam Houses, 

n wflfl pods • Gouges • Studra 
Mrtnwnh • Fandv Hotels • 
Mobile Homes ■ Bed 4 Bieaktaais 
* Speoal imereti Hteaays • 

AD regions of France 
Free 280 pg Colour Brochure 
Tel: 01484 632503 
Write ■ Choi Nouc. FREEPOST IN. 
HuOderefleid HD7 iBR 


BERGEN from 


PRAGUE from 


NICE from 


PALMA from 


BELFAST from 


AMSTERDAM from 


ZURICH from 


If you 
wish to 
advertise in 
this section 
please 

telephone the 
Travel Team 


0X71 293 2222 


Jlfr British Midland 


Krnim fares from London Heathrow. 
Conuct your local travel agent nr call for details an 


03 . 4 : 0-554534 


or book on the Iniemci hcTp://E*^vjfivbnashjnidlancLcQtn/ 
Special Urn availahlc on (clxtctl dans and flights. 


SuKod lo availability Tmvl-I mm laduik a Saturday mgfat » 
Famencn M«ci wUl airly 
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Tel: 0171 293 2222 


travel • overseas, uk 


INDEPENDENT WEEKE N D. * — 1 

Fax; 0171 293 25Q5 


Overseas Travel 



Explore Worldwide (IN) 
Aldershot 
GU111LQ 



Special Interest Holidays 


Eastern Europe 


small group exploratory holidays 

• Adventure tours • Saittreks & Seatreks 

• Walks & Treks • Raft & River Journeys 

• Wildlife Safaris • Wilderness Experience 

Europe Turkey Greece Egypt 
Middle East Africa- Cliina Thailand 
Indonesia Americas Ans/NZL... 

180 unique adventures tom 8 days to 
5 weeks. Small groups, expert leaders. 

-a* 01252 344161 | 24 hrs) 




Fn% Bonded: AITO/ATOL fto 2595 


PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST and PRAGUE/BOHEM1A. tHn*™** 
Stowita Central pandora, totals setectad, Qoadjtaiua 

&!4MB-CB«he«ffn70S» 823888. SAB, IWWto/MBWJ- CS** 

PRAGUE A BUDAPEST hotels. HofdaySfHBI 7479828 
apt*. Cinch country cottegoa. PRAOUE/BUOAPEST/CRAMW. 
Hungarian Lakoslde . boteb. Hotata tm CI^PFpn- FVans tm 
SridaewidBr Breaks ACTA 39Z7X £145 [AOCnTaATOt- WM?- M OW 11 

ATOL IMS. TW 0121 585 MW tap tou»&C0tw1lY««B88S «”■ 
Auki Pttn 01543 257777. 



TUSCANY 

UMBRIA 





Overland 


PL Walk;'/*? 


46 years experience 
in operating quality 
holidays to: 

(HBRALTAR. MA&BEUA, 
LA MANGA, YALENOA, 
MADEIRA, MOROCCO, 
TUNISIA, MALTA, 
GOZO, COBGNO, 
CYPRUS, BERMUDA, 
JERSEY A GUERNSEY. 


UK leaders In small group 
adventure holidays' with over 
20 years experience and the 
widest choice of trips: choose 
from 4 different brochures. 



T h e D i ffe re nr Halida v 


slMU.V 

h/uSCANYI 

. ‘^/MiUUA 



LIVING IN 

ITALY 4 5 


(01798)869421 QUOTE 1172 

Or irrlur femur m futia. 
Dm Hi 2, iignor. PalbcTtmgh, 
ffec Sub£LrH 20 IQp 

' VN^VNZE 

IN ITALIA. 



Spain 




am ^te. Jt «UelBC3ttow 

*FtwWw ^ Motwa" 

umboft HowU*"*" ^ 

* WUTB ” 


0171-385 8127 


AVAILABILITY 
l OH 1 T MAKCtI 

PW, 


M E R I S K I /a\ 

01451 844788 



01689 841900 


DISCOVER 

PAKISTAN 


l SUPERB selection of 3, 4 
& 5 star hotels & self 
catering apartments. 

■ DAILY scheduled flights. 
I FREE international 
discount card, private 
taxi transfers tuid 
guidebook. 

1 FABLT.OCS chiUSenior 
Citizen and Singles 
discounts. 


For a Colour Brodmic call: 

01443 821877 

For RwnUNOt: 

0171930 8189 


Trekking. Climbing. 
MounUtin Biking, 
Culture Tours In the 
Karakorum C- Hindu Kush 


| SCANDINAVIAN 

•TRAVEL SERVICE LTD 


Adventure 

Travel 


ICELAND 


■ FLEXIBLE durations 
from 1-56 nights. 

Cali FREEPHONE for 

the brochure of your choice: 

0800591281 


HIGH niwartains ' 

111 j fionb, gbdere, 

1 volcanoes & 
nonfic ste-touring 


I Cadogan Holidays I 


tn real ‘.l -r 

■W.Lli . i.rZiV.: nr 

. rr :i-i only , 


ABTA V70B8 


If jou wish to advertise 
in this section please 
telephone the Travel 
Team on 0171 293 2222 



0114 275 7500 2 -ihrs 

AT0L2S36 


A TOt. 2H(IS AH O 

(O170S7) 73966 




CASTLES 




Dragoman 


Walking Holidays 



0161 577 2717 
24 Hour 
Brochure* Line 


of Independent 
:mg. from the leiSU'ety 
The challenging, from ! 

Gofswolds fo Kanchenjun* 



VENICE FLORENCE ROUE . 
VeneJo. V8natoJ*rtvatH apmto lot 
weekly Tel/Fax 0181 87B 

1130/0882 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY Vfflas, cot- 
tages 8 apte For brochure* call 
TiBor -track Tours on 018T 291 
1450. 

TUBCANY/SfCfLY Select properties 
In excotont location*, poo/s ate.' 
Col Brochurs 015394 S1 120 ABTA 
V7333 

THE REAL StCOX Accomodation A 

■uBmttGlMdandMmlauiMa- 
toHc patrician villa. Tours of Its 
undent «■*■— For Spring ‘96 
Brochure Tal 0181 977 043a 
FLYURIVE TUSCANY, 'UMBRIA. 
Character B8 accom. Plus Stcfy, 
Cities. Lakes. Highly fitndbta. 
SmvflOIBI 947 4748 f24hr) AfTO 
AT0LB08. 


. UHBflIA. Boautttnl ere apt In lovely 
vBa. Steeps 4-0. CH, tog fire, 
spectacular views, nan wsOcs.. 
From £400 pwl Brach (01445) 
712279 

INVITATION TO TUSCAN* Roman-, 
tic cottages rad luxurious vfltea to 
1 st in soma of the toveBssi aiass of 
Hiacany. 1996 Brochure from 
0171 603 7111 and 0121 429 
501 a 

CALABRIA - Loads of sun at our 
vflte apis, gram baeehaa below. 
Oral Greet good prices. 01 81 852 
5600 

APUUA, CALABRIA. SICILY Aso- 
.Han Isles Undtscoverad South. 
Hotels, terms, votes, apis, poate. 
TO. (01694)722183. ATOL 4029 . 

LAKE GARDA. BeautIM cuts, self 
drive or Rrdrtva. LAes & Masn- 
tsfns 01329 844405. A1TO/ATOL 

UMBRIA. BAB hi 17C manor hooea 
lux autos. Antiquatoiriture. Abo 
ifc'apts. Gorton. In quM MflUp 
vflags. Nr Oretato, TodL Bag- 
noregglo . Bolse n a. Tel (0039) 
€8077521. 

NEAR SAN G1MGNAIIO Wing oid 
tannhousa. Privately owned. 
Phone Oisi TO 91 11 Earn 207 
twaaktoys) 

UMBRIA/TUSCANY BORDER 
BeauUtuL raaiond, atom farm- 
house. Sips C. Own pooL 
Secluded. Fabulous views. 01394 
382457. < - 

THE LAKES, DOLCWnBSrlbscany; 
Umbria, Bba 8 sl<Sy- vttea, opts 
or hotBta at very reaso na b le 
prices. Alto PIU 01543 257777. 

ITALIAN COLLECTION. TUaosny. 
Umbria, Ahruzzc E Marche. Beau- 
ttul term houses A oonsg as wWh 
private pools. Gos Mand HoRdsys 
01403 2SB798. ABTA ATOL 1452 


Africa 


TAILORMADE 

SAFARIS 


ZIMBABWE. BOTSWANA. 
NAMIBIA. ZAMBIA. KENYA. 
TANZANIA A SOUTH AFRICA. 


LjKurtoGtremo® lodgas. WSMhg. 


Portugal 



FLYDHIVE NORTH PORTUGAL. 
Character Pousada. Manor Hse 
B8 accam. Also Madeira. Highly 
flextota. Sunvli oiBI 947 4748 
(24hr) AfTO A70L808. 


THE AZORES tranqul, remote, ver- 
aent talanto. Hotels, tours, whale 
watching, cycling. H9Vy ffexlMa. 
Sunvli OIBI 8474748 (241s) ABTA 
ATFDATOLB08. 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL.' Cottages A 
MraodiouMswtti pools. Urapoflt 
North. Mfnho 8 Douro. 01954 
261431 ATOL 2787 AITO ABTA. 

ALGARVE CHARMING PROPBTTY 
vnih s wim m in g pool & tennis 
court. 20 mins fr Bosch. Sleeps 
14. Ausfl July A Aug. Cootect For'- 
tugaae ChspMre for tMe A otfira 
booutffuf properties to remV171 
7220722. 


Bermuda 


The Seventh Heaven 

OBB HEW FABBL6DS 24 PAGE BBOCHUBE IRGL8BES: 

■ FINEST seleam dflmny hotels, cottage colonies and apartments. 

■ SCHEDULED flights from Qdvick and ronaecrim flights 
from regional airports. 

■ FREE cMd places. 

* SUPERS tBsamitis for OAF'S it angles plus FREE extra nights. 


P R I C E Find m -identical holiday ■ 
PL E D QE cluuiptrundwenillbcai ii! • 




FREEPHONE: 


0800591281 


j 1 S 1 I 3 Cadogan Holidays 



AFRICA 


Adventure Safaris 
and Expeditions. 

Full details in 
96/97 Brochure. Call 


TRACKS 

0171 937 3028 


12 Abingdon Road, London OT SAF 
ASIA E53J1-ABI 322 ABC Worfd Trawl 


UK Travel 


PVRAJ. 
f yJETFJL- ITS , 


Jy “A wdcoBie hamper on die Ublc, a log lira waiting 
ff/ to be lit, the bed* arc made, lovcfa end toiletries in y 







the bathroom - the perfect ingTcdrcnta Tor your holiday 
In our elegant properties in the most beautiful parts of 
Britain. Slay 2 nights or mote, yontl never want to leave." 

013 86 701177 


01756 702200 


THE MAGIC OF SKYROS Holidays 
lor mtnd. body 8 Spirit on besutthil 
Groek fcstand of Skyros. Yoga. Til 
Chi, massage, wtndsurfing, psy- 
chodrama. dance, boayworK, an 
A more. Plus writers workshops 
with Andrew Davies. Sue 
Town sand, Hugo Williams & oth- 
ers. Denbous food, great commu- 
nity. Brochure (01711 284 30651 
(0171)2974424. 


NEW FOR 1996: BOO Ways to Dis- 
cover Europe. Dozens of Indepen- 
dent walking and cycling holidays. 
Guided options too. Comfortable 
hotels and bags movad lor you. 
Tuscany. Ireland. Corsica and lots 
more besides. Tel Headwater 
(01 60S) 42220. ATOL 2412 ATTO. 


WALKING IN FRANCE. Spain. Ire- 
land. Guided group waits or sell 
led lours. Belle France. 01892 
891229 ATOL 2832 AfTO. 


VIETNAM, Thailand. Loos and Cam 
botfia. Es c o h od small group louts 
plus laKor-made Itineraries. For 
friendly, personal service please 
cafl Indochina Trevol 0181 995 
8280. ABTA V1337 ATOL 1922. 

BURMA . Escorted email gre-up 
lours plus uBar-made Itineraries 
Coll Indochina Travel OIBI 995 
8EB0. ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922. 

BURMA . Escorted small group 
lours plus taflor-made Itineraries. 
Call Indochina Travel 0181 B9S 
828a ABTA V1337 ATOL 1922. 

CYCLING 8 WALKING holidays 
with luggage iransqwrted. in 
Bavaria & The Black Forest Free 
brochure 01582 793249 AJTO 
ATOL 2867 


Bml Sctrrjxi, Scam Hud, 
IlKUn. kowlai.ki.X^*, 
13 m. CUt *07. 


AUSTRALIA + NZ 


+ FAR EAST & PACIFIC STOPOVERS 

<IAILORMADE 

\ Endles oaomnixb^on & 

\ travd opfora- Ld us design 
\ j wr perfed 0Z & NZ hoBttay. 
EjpeHffinerwj pfcmning 

ft 

n MMUhteitovo*** 

If Stays •'bars 

v / t Best Buy FBghft I Bound the WerU 


(ALL NOW for your 40 page brochure 

§01202 434320 

AL/STMJJA & NEW ZEALAND TfiAVEl CENTRE 


MADEIRA 

Ll] FROM ONLY £249 

ftSH EXCEPTIONAL VALUE FOR A WEEICS 


HOUDAY ON THE FLOATING GARDEN 

OR THE ATLANTIC 


THE HOTELS 


We have chosen some al me besi 3. 4 & 5 sl 2 f horeis on the 
island for their location, faditias and Iriendy atmosphere 

INCLUDED IN YOUR HOLIDAY PRICE 
Return fights from Gatwick and Manchester to FunchaL 
7 nte accommodation in twin room at the hoiel of your dioce. 
Bullet breakfast each day in the hotel. Transfers In Madeira 
The service ol our representatives on the eland 
EXTRA WEEES .Also available at a sma! supplement 

DEPARTURES THROUGHOUT APRIL & MAY 
For a Fall Colour Brochure and 
Farther Details Please Call 

Telephone (01452) 381888 
ATLANTIC HOLIDAYS LTD 

25 Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1 JE 


Austria 


IN A BEAUTIFUL Alpine village. Wn 
Innsbruck & Sabburg 3 bdrm pri- 
vate house 01623 B60S50. 


Cyprus 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, village 
houses in unspent crons. Plus 
htb. tydrtvra, escorted tours. Oiv 
26th year! Sunvtl 0181 847 4748 
(24tvf ATTO ATOL80B. 



COTTAGE HOLIDAYS 

£25* 


FROM ONLY 


BIG NEW 1996 BROCHURE 


1000'$ c>{ quality cottages throughout the country - 
choose a short break horn S6l or a week's holiday 
from £87 per cottage 


1995 BROCHURE PRICES HELD - call today for details 
Q u o tin g code DTBH3 
rfS • PPPW hAMdon 4 rfisrngsn 'A't)«wdprDp«T)r. 


Country Holidays 

Britain's Ervourife cottage holidays 


01282 445721 


English Country 
Cottages 


AN UNRIVALLED 
duwee in EngLuxFf 
loveliest ucu. 
Free 428 page 
colour brochure. 
Bing 

(01455)852222 

QUOTE EJM (jfltnj 


LINCOLN SAL Parted BatiuS 
on suite, -oncteMd gdn, CH. 
IbLOl 522 704212/702441. 


Heart Of England 


SHROPSHIRE / WELSH Barton 2 
Bad detached stone cottage, 
sleeps 3/4. C JL open Ufa. Tel: 
01691 810229 - 


Holidays Afloat UK 


If you 
-wish to - 
advertise 
. in; this ' 
r section 
; please 
telephone 
the 

Travel 

Team 


0171 

293 2222 


Activity Holidays 



3C?sa! 


BRITAIN'S BEST Self Drtvo Narrow- 
boat rtalldays. Wkfeet ohoice. 
BegUmera vary wtecome. Tel 
01908 728625. 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY? Surrey/ 
Hflftte. Lux boots. (01 ZS6J 703881. 


Activity Holidays 



Gentle cycling . 
holidays for A 
everyone! 0 


Dbojw Ok Inmflr araMde oTHolird. 
Esiton* to Inb to Vkmii - M* hoot 
'Tons to (MbpKt ■ toe to Vne Iftler 
*toCtoU*lqralaBnf*te<tew' 


PHOf-t now FOR A BROCHURE 

OISI 289 2808 


LEISURELY CYCLING & woUdno, 
quaiOy hoidays in Norfolk. Com- 
fort our priority. Unescorted Age 
carried. Windmill Ways a 1603- 
871111 


SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Quality 
holidays with tun badkup.W/e or 
longer. TeL (014^)721555 


IRELAND WALKING TOURS from 
£299. Small groups. Trad music, 
excellent food and good com- 
pray. ABTOT 5063: 01834 823017 


RIDWG/ACTTVrTY BREAKS In the 
heart of the Men dips. Any length 
stay. BHS approved cram atom 
riling through magnHteceni coun- 
tryelde (no road worid- All stan- 
dards welcome. Also op-ette dry 
sld slope. gu»d blfcteg. raow- 
botetoig.arotra* ptetoi shooting 
and more. Famfiy run llcraeed 
tamhouae hoto, many rooms «t- 
sutta. For a colour brachure (ate- 
phone 01 934 862335: 


RICOS DE EUROFA IN. Spafnl 
Q d a Nra n TravoL TW (01473t 
717143. 






wOdRfe A rastranotwc hoBdays m 

SpatT A Portugal fnd. Plcos to 
Europe. Antorra.* ™ 

01 457 836250 ATOL 3232. 






SMP\X SKI CoardieveL La Ptegne. 
MerfceL VateioniL Vyblerrad tha 
Kalian Dotomttes. S pe cteffa l w In 
eaterad ctaMtt. ChBdren’a dub*, 
crashes and »W teasora. PJjJJ*® 
. cafl (71 81 T42 2541. ABTA V1337 
ATOL «22 AfTO. 

AUSTRlfrGEST SKIING crittteWra 
aortJ-a oganfl Bnkad wttt Sate- 
. bach. 250kroa manicured piste. 
Chalet sips 20. Mar & Easter aua*. 
{0171) 730 7234. ATOL 


to mention the 


Independent 


f hen replying to { 

: •• v -r-dSpL 

adverts 





ST. PETERSBURG, M OSCOW and 
Russia ofi the beaten track. 
HoritMtsyo/budgot hotel pack- 
ages. Special group rates. CaH 
Interchange 0181 68 1 3612(24 
tea) ATOL 2429 

ST. PETER SBU RG/MOSCO W and 
Russia oft the beaten nack- 
Hororateya/ hotel packages. Spe- 
cial group air rates. Interchange 
01B1 681 3B1204 leal ATOL 2429 


,u 


*.v. 

r*^A .'W 

. *. 


AFRICA TRAVEL CENTRE. 
Ca p e w w nW wretoWattL'toghte 
only, taflor made hofldaye, ixterta. 
that & dub spectate. Forftaihar 
Mo and . brochure 10171) 

3B88B7B.AT0L3384. 


Central America 


DISCOVER COSTA RICA. Tours & 
Byariiea staying arottfl Idte JungJo 
lodges, rtoure rsaervea. Highly 
Betdbht. Sunrii 0181 847 4748 
D4hriMTOATOL80B. 


FUTIMWE NAMIBIA. Game Lodgo, 
Guest Farm, bauf accom. ‘Adft- 
ora to theOp^ Botswana. Ylc 
Falla. Zambia. «flh*y Btedbte. 
Sraivtt D18T 847 4748 (Zflx) AITO 
ATOLB08. 


SOUTH AFRICAN AFFAIR. Cape 
Town. Wbieianda, Garden Rome, 
Natal 8 T ranm ra ai . Aixdqoaasfec- 
Uon of daaaic hotete Game 
' reaervto end chemdog homes 
-rad grafena. W 0771 381 SB22. 


FLORIOA VACATIONS* Individual 
. hcBdaya, ractuateetocaetmoda- 
tksa ragkmal (flghts. Putty 
bonded. TW Brochure Uiw 01 7Z7 
84 133Q. ABU YSt«4 AITO ATOL 

an • 

NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS- DO- 


. i ••• • r.T". 

•'atfewss l •&, 


Cocahw tone & temRy homes, oog^i 
Moptflghta to O oaatn. Broahui^* 


stop Mights to Boston. Bndon 
- Ltea: 01727 85221 1. Fafly boodad. 
ABTA VS1S4. AITO. ATOL2B7& 



r. , 

■Coll 

m : 


Mi btsnd of eMKstar noontalD 
pate frwspral pin Imtte 
opUl dor riven, waterfallv 
and beeutl hit setocMibndMH. 

Small S FnenOtv Aubergei 
Mountain inm Swret Bureau 
BeadKide villas and apartmenu 
CUltK Hotris Fh/^Jiivn Cytlmg 
yr Humtwa Bred, tondun vn BOH 
aianu ajicrvur 


0171-385 8438 


BUNGALOW A APT. Pool. NR 
beach. GDNS. travel help. (01298) 
M1M 

CORSICAN PLACES. The Corsican 
spocialsL Superb vflas. Medavai 
vutago houses, pretty apis, small, 
hmily compic/es. holds. 01424 
774366. ATOL 26«7 AITO. 

CORSICA OWNERS DIRECT Pono- 
Vrcchto. largo choice ol mini vfl- 
las. with shared pools. Dfreel Irorrt 
owners Tel 0181 S4947S9. 


PAROS BET VILLA 1m fr beach, pri- 
vate pooL 3 bed 3 bath, sleeps 6- 
8, Fr ESOOfek bid 01403 252730 
PAXOS AND LEFKADA - The IMM 
beautriul and Inspiring Greeit 
■stands. Simple studios, sea view 
aponmcnB, country collages end 
hcairious vtaaa Pamtlng and wtuk- 
mg holidays. For 1996 brochure, 
can PajioG Hoidays. the Due traifl- 
ttonal specialists. (D15S0) 765000 
ABTA. AITO. ATOL 
GRECO-F1LE & FILOXENIA. The 
silence cl nature, the sound of die 
Mi Mountain 8 History. Houses, 
hotels, flydrives 6 mure. (01422) 
375998 ATOL 2817 AfTO 
IUOS ISLAND HOLIDAYS personal 
jeteefion cl trodWonW Iwuses. i* 
las. opts S small hotete on the 
islands ol Leftas, Maganlssi. 
Kataionla. Zakynthos. Naaos. 
Paros, Dnos. SWafhoa. Stogetos. 
Alontesoafi lha Pehon pentnsida 
01403 259788 ABTA ATOL 1452 
AITO. 


Breathing Space. Join os. 

(Don’t take it for granted) 


Year aibsaimra bnays oar CMcmiiJ ooidoor 
nforuBim Yearbook, tbequirieriy eotoor n unw 
ud membenbip of one of^ «0 ieeaf groupi. 

Mi.MrVMM/Mi 



‘...to here you 
could have booked 
ight.” 


We don t. Help w keep BriumS breathin' 
spaces ■.Ten Foot paths and cuesilme. high place*. DatauTBiiih 
heaths and woodland. For walker; Tide bos for members h i p type reumroi 

For 60 yuire. THE RAMBLERS tabbying and □ Ordinary £16 O Reduced* £« 

DiVWK. 


of access to some or our mov tssmiful 

cn nnfT ydiip 

Take a woJL Take a breather, coosvief the 
fiuute. invest in THE RAMBLERS 


Germany 


APTS & HOTELS- Hat* Forest. 
Bavaria. EJtal A Rhinotand. Auto 
Plan 01543 257777. 


_ — . LriVOUUa r. 

|7toSanhtar«l 60 years working □Weorcariooal 

WllJterS oniyj With other i 

jMfegjpig yuc. Tick if you 

1-5 Wandsworth Road, London SWS 2XX. 


tforreo state tusuKftddRssj - 

□ LA manbertap £550 (P75f) 

•Under 15%nK}mts/remT^dkiNeri1in^i^ 
}60 jenreoT ova. Pieaie state tale of birth 
Dwiarinni I C 


0345 222111 




unnarinn f t»^».<- 

□ We twariooaily eubaoge.ieiiiies (for use owr 
only] with other orpumabcm wtueb may In term 
juo. Tiek if >ou pida n be odDdod. 

CFS2 

in SWJ> 2XX. RepE Charity No. 506035 


Lines con fer bookings 24 boots 2tby,-365 iiavs 
a yean Or you can always see your, travel agent ’ 


British Airways 
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Seanltiomas felt curiously at home in Java: he found a volcano, a walled city and his local supermarket manager 


miles north of the ancient Javanese 

I capital of Jogjakarta, 500 miles east of the 
I Asian entrepot of Jakarta, halfway up 
I Gunung Merapi - the sacred Javanese 
ft “firemountain" - 1 walked into a small, 
■ dark, fly-blown bar and ran into the man- 
ager of my local Sainsbuiy’s, in Islington. 

-I hadn't planned this; the world just keeps 
getting smaller. And it was pretty lucky, in 
a way. For ages I had wondered why Salis- 
bury's hadn’t knocked through a door to the 
car park. Here, in this lamplit, wood-panelled 
bar - full -of the aromas of frying chilli and 
fresh coconut milk, wafting in from the street- 
side eating-stalls (warungs) - I got the chance 
tofrndout. 

The brooding -volcano under -which we 
drank and chatted is reputed to be the most 
active spot in the furiously volcanic archipel- 
ago- that is Indonesia: She more than lives up 
to her fearsome reputation. The manager of 
our hotel (the Vogel, clean and spartan, 8000 
rupiah, or four pounds, a night), had told us 
that to climb the Old Lady we'd- haw to be up 
pretty early. Struggling out of bed before dawn 
we donned our hiking-boots and rucksacks 377 ^ 
set off in the .direction of the wispy summit. 
We got as far as the roadblock. Gunung Mer- ' 
api had woken up with a nasty hangover; she 
was angrily puffing out clouds of lethal sulphur 
gas, and coughing up the odd half-ton lava 
bomb — and 1 suspect she was in no mood to 
see a couple of scruffy Brits crawling all over 
her. -Three-quarters of a mile from the main 
ascent the police turned us back, for our own 
safety. We didn’t really min± standing on the 
special viewing-platform we could hear the 
rumbles of immin ent eruption. It was enough. 

We hailed one of the Indonesian public 
minibuses (bemos), which are cheap, packed, 
slow, and plentiful, and travelled into the 
serene, sprawling, historical city of Jogjakarta 
(“Jogja” to locals and aficionados). Jogja is the 
backpacking capital of Java, where discerning 
Aussies, and others doing the Asian trails tend 
to congregate, in preference to madcap 
Jakarta, or touristy Ball The food here is cheap 
and good; the hotels are cheap and quite good; 
there’s a legion of services that have sprung 
up to cater for the non-padcage traveller - air- 
line agencies, change houses, authentic craft 
and batik shops. Most of these are situated in 
the Sosro area, near the station. 

South of Sosro lies the ancient centre of the 
city-state, the sultan's court, or kraton. Here 


between 1750 and 1950 the gamelan-plaving, 
dagger-wearing upper classes of Java honed 
their culture to an exquisite edge; the place still 
has a slightly superior, aristocratic air. The sul- 
tan’s palace and parliament - his real power 
was taken away in the 1940s, after the Indone- 
sians threw off the Dutch yoke - is a disap- 
pointing sight It looks like your grandmother’s 
bungalow just outside Newquay, and the 
gaudy railings and multi-coloured chandeliers 
are unmistakably nouveau. The surrounding 
area is more interesting - a walled-off royal city 
wherein live the courtiers who spend their days 
glorifying the sultan and his lovely sultana. Lots 
of the dwellings in this area have cages full of 
songbirds hanging outside the front door. 
Walking down one of the floweiy alleyways the 
music of the birds fills your ears - a sweet liq- 
uid Lullaby. 

The absence of obvious religious buildings 
in the walled city exposes one of the pecu- 
liarities of Indonesian life. The countiy - all 
1,900,000 square miles of it - is said to’ be 90 
per cent Muslim. But Indonesia has adopted 
a very mild form of the faith, in deference to 
its Christian and animisr peoples, and its Bud- 
dhist background. Take a half-hour bemo-nde 
from central Jogja to Borobodur, and you can 
see how deeply rooted the old faith is. Boro- 
bodur is a huge Buddhist temple that sits 
amidst the rainy green lustiness of coffee fields 
like an enormous grey cowpau Carved in the 
eighth century, this tufa-stone temple is said 
to be the third greatest Buddhist monument 
in the whole world, after Cambodia's Angkor 
Wkt and Burma’s Pa gan. I don't know about 
the bronze-medal raring: it’s certainly a calm- 
ingfy spiritual place. 1 spent a whole day mar- 
velling at Borobodur’s delicate sculptures, 
climbing its vertiginous steps, dodging its sap- 
phire-blue dragonflies, and watching the thun- 
der and lightning play across the dark moun- 
tain-scape to the wcsl 

Between Jogjakarta and Jakarta lies the real 
Java: green, beautiful volcanic, superfertfle, 
checker with people. 

Everywhere you look - if you aren’t look- 
ing at palm groves and banyan trees and 
water buffaloes and torrential rivers of milk- 
chocolate brown water -you can see people 
t illin g the fields in black upside-down-saucer 
bats, or picking tea. or whipping cows, or 
bicycling home from work: from the silver- 
smiths, or the woodcarvers, or the Japanese 
motorbike factory. 


»_ vv: . 




Gunung Merapi, the sacred Javanese “fire mountain" 


Photograph: Robert Harding 


B uy a seal-only deal on a charter flight, 
and you may get more than just a ticket. 
Often the tour operator will issue an 
accommodation voucher, ro maintain the 
fiction that you are being suld an inclusive 
holiday rather than simply a cheap flight. 
You arc not expected to take up the offer. 
On a Thomson charter 10 Athens, I arrived 
at the allocated hotel and asked to be 
shown to my room. Instead. I was shown 
two things: first, the notice threatening 
heavy “service charges"; second, the door. 

It appears I waslucky to be given 
accommodation in the correct country, 
let alone the right city. Richard Madge of 
Bexhiil writes with an inside story. He 
used to work in telephone sales for a tour 
operator whose policy was to discourage 
uptake completely. To this end, he was 
told to supply accommodation “at a 
campsite 400 miles away across the 
Slovakian border in the Tatra 
mountains.” Anyone who persisted was 
warned of “unspecified charges for linen, 
washing facilities, etc." Mr Madge never 
heard any complaints from returned 
customers, and supposes they are stiil 
stuck halfway up a central European 
mountain. The practice, as far as he is 
aware, continues. 

T his week TWA joined the ranks of 
smoke-free airlines between Britain 
and the Ignited States. Robert 
Breckman of London writes to suggest that 
no-children flights are the obvious next 
step. “Having been subjected to a 
cacophony of screaming babies on two 
recent flights, it is surely intolerable that 
the majority should be held at the vocal 
mercy of the minority. Parents seem 
incapable of controlling their infants 
and blatantly refuse to take any action 
against the noise.” 

Mr Breckman accepts that his view may 
not be universally popular, but says he 
would be prepared to pay a premium to 
travel in peace. 

H oliday bargains, as Jeremy Skidmore 
says overleaf, may be in shorter supply 
this summer than last. But reassurance 
that Britain's travel industry offers the best 
value in Europe arrives from Prague. An 
entrepreneur has combined the cheap 
coach trip between the Czech capital and 
London with a standard First Choice 
package to the Gambia. So if all the sun- 
beds at your resort have already been 
reserved by Kafka novels, you'll know why. 







Come clubbing in Ireland. 
(Coll weekends from j list £129.) 








The Irish Tourist Boards, North, and South, have got together 
to open up a world of possibilities for golfers 
on the Emerald Isle. 


From 

£110 

per person shariDg 


. DUBLIN 
ary break 

VALUE WEEKEND 

Retain flights. 2 nights 
bed Sc breakfast Jhd free 
Dublin pocket gride. 


AerLlngus«* SkjesS 

— iAAi VHBd null Mmh 31* 19W- 

01815694001 



Did you know you’re never more than 
20 miles from a course in Ireland? All around 
the country, we have some of Europe's most 
challenging, and picturesque; rounds in store. 

And at the 19th hole, you’ll find Irelands 
wedd famous welcome is warms: than ever 

You’ll find we know the meaning of good value better chap most. 
So talk to us! Call us free on 0800 00 96 96 and we’ll send you our 
free hohdaypacL Were waiting for your call right now. 



Ireland Holidays ’96 

the best of Ireland from top to bottom 


Traditions of Arabia 





ARABIC CALLIGRAPHY 

Arabic calligraphy has, over the centuries, evolved into an important art farm that today finds widespread expression 
throughout rite Arab world. Sometimes flamboyant, sometimes delicate , always intricate, 
exquisite examples of this ancient art can be seen all over Dubai, in a fascinating diversity of styles. 

Luxury and Adventure 


Arabia, a land of mystery 


travellers for centuries. 


cover why- Tradition and 



and legend, has captivated 
Today, Dubai invites you to dis- 
hospitaHty. The adventure of a 


desert safari. The excitement of sand skiing, dune driving and camel racing. Sunny blue skies and 
dean uncrowded beaches. Three fine golf courses. Superb watersports. Luxury hotels and fine 


dining. Fabulous shopping and lively 
all this and more in Dubai, with a choice 
to an unioigettable holiday experience. 



nightlife. Discover 
of 65 airlines to fly you 


Decide on Dubai. 


The Dubai Experience 



gjgH DUBAI COMMERCE AND TOURISM PROMOTION BOARD 

125 Pall Mail, London.SWIY 5EA, UX Brochure line (24 hours) Tel: (0171) $39 Q5S1 
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book my holiday? 


A new monthly series in which Jeremy Skidmore answers some readers' common problems 


The tour operators are still saying there 
won't be enough holidays to go around 
this summer^ are they correct? 

Ii certdinly doesn't look like it. 
For months tour operators have 
warned that there are fewer hol- 
idays on the market this year 
than in 1995 and people ‘•hould 
huok early to avoid disappoint- 
ment. But so far it’s all fallen on 
deaf ears because people simply 
don't believe the operators. Last 
minute bargains have been avail- 
able for years, so why shouldn't 
they be around this summer? 

The customer seems to have 
been proved right once again. 
This week Cosmos broke ranks 
with the other big tour operators 
by slashing prices on holidays in 
May. the first full month of the 
summer season. The £99 holiday 
is back, with Cosmos offering a 
week on the Costa Brava for 
under £1110. (If you want to see 
if any remain, call 0161-480 5799 
or ask your travel agent). 

The others can be expected to 
follow suiL even though there arc 
certainly fewer holidays on the 
market this year. Several months 
ago the big tour operators 
decided to reduce their capacity 
by around 11 per cent because 
they were unable to sell all their 
holidays last year. When summer 
"96 brochures were launched last 
September there were probably 
just under 9,1)00.000 summer 
packages on the market, one- 
tenth fewer than last year. But 
sales have been so sluggish that 
there are still too many holidays 
- about half of them - left to sell. 

Most of the (op operators are 
currently taking holidays off the 
market, but probably not 
enough to mutch supply wiih 
demand. The three biggest - 
Thomson. Arrtours and First 
Choice - have all got airlines 
(Britannia. Airtours Interna- 
tional and Air 2000 respectively) 
that they need to fill with their 
own holidaymakers. Thomson 
has already said it won’t cut 


capacity further. In short, there 
wilt be enough holidays to go 
around this summer, hut don’t 
expect quite as many last minute 
bargains as last year. 

So when will you be booking your 
summer holiday? 

In early June - about a week 
before \ want to go. It will still 
be early summer so there will be 
plenty of holidays left and, no 
doubu various lust-minute bar- 
gains (o tempt me. But don't for- 
get. I'm flexible. I’ll turn up at 
the travel agent asking for a 
holiday for two and be prepared 
to go anywhere that's hot and 
half decent. That's not every- 
one's cup of tea. Anyone who 
has a specific destination in mind 
would be wise to book earlier. So 
would families who have to 
travel during the peak, school 
holiday period of mid-July until 
the end of August. There are still 
plenty of free-kids deals around, 
but they will probably have all 
gone by midsummer, which is the 
one period when demand for 
holidays could rise to the same 
level as the supply of holidays. 

I went to Thomas Cook to book a fort- 
night in Spain. The company offered 
me a package, but rt turns out that 
Thomas Cook doesn't actually run 
this type of holiday itself any more. 
What's going on? 

Even Thomas Cook admits the 
way it sells holidays is confusing 
to the holidaymaker. Pick up a 
Thomas Cook brochure and 
inside you will find another com- 
pany's products. The chances are 
that your fortnight in Spain 
would be with Sunworld because 
that company has a special 
arrangement with Thomas Cook 
for summer package holidays. 
Cook has similar arrangements 
on other types of holidays with 
about 25 to 30 companies. For 
example, if you picked up its 
Florida ‘96 brochure, the holi- 
days would be with British 



Niles past: a vintage Thornes Cook poster 


Airways Holidays: in the Dis- 
neyland Paris brochure you 
would find holidays from Paris 
Travel Service. Thomas Cook 
started offering other compa- 
nies’ products under its ow n label 
in 19SS. because it found this was 
a more cost-effective way of 
doing business. 

The lour operators all pay 
Thomas Cook a commission for 
the arrangements. However, 
Thomas Cook docs run its own 


long-haul programme. So if you 
book a Nile cruise in Egypt from 
a Thomas Cook brochure, you 
really will be? travelling with 
Thomas Cook. 

I travel to tbe States frequently on 
business and always book over the 
phone with my American Express 
card. But last time t used it the travel 
agent was very sniffy about it Why? 
They probably thought you were 
a con man. Unfortunately, a 


number of travel agents have 
fallen victim to fraudsters pos- 
ing with an A mex card. In one 
cose, a man wanted tickets and 
cash at very short notice to be 
charged to ao Araex card. The 
man sent a cab around to the 
agent to pick up the package. 
He turned out to be a con man, 
but as no address was obtained 
from him, the credit card com- 
pany would not take responsi- 
bility. Little wonder, then, that 
your innocent call set off alarm 
bells with the agent. Hopefully 
you can convince your agent 
that you are genuine and then 
your transaction will go through 
smoothly. 

I've heard that hotels in London are 
charging a fortune because of high 
demand. But hasn’t the recent bomb- 
ing campaign frighten-ed people off? 
Yes, I’m afraid it has. Demand 
for central London has taken off 
in the past couple of years and 
five-star hotels bave been able to 
charge up to £200 a night for a 
single room. Hoteliers were look- 
ing forward to a boom summer, 
but the bombing campaign has 
changed all that. The problem is 
that London hotels, especially 
those in the luxury sector, rely on 
US vfsitois for much of their 
summer business and US citizens 
are particularly sensitive to acts 
of terrorism. They tend to stay 
well away from anywhere where 
there is trouble. 

Many hoteliers, not wanting to 
be named for fear of IRA 
reprisals, admitted they have 
already received cancellations 
and they say that they expect 
more. So, with demand failing, 
anyone travelling to London this 
summer may well be able to pick 
up some bargains. 

Send your questions to ‘Inside 
Track’, c/o the travel desk, The 
Independent, One Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, 
EI45DL 


Snow’s up by Chris Gill 

Skyline drama 


ajestic sceneiy is high 
on my list of 

• . J requirements for a 
really satisfying skiing 
holiday. Some resorts 
qualify by offering the 
immediate drama of peaks 
and precipices in the ski 
area - the Eiger looming 

over the runs between . 
Grindelwald and Wengen, 
for example. Others offer 
wide Alpine panoramas, • 
seen to best advantage from 
high up on the slopes. 

Aipe-d’Huez, Flame and 
St Moritz are among the 
resorts that have special 
views of this kind. But, last 
weekend, I stated that one 
mountain-scape stands out, 
above all others, in the 
skiing world: the view 
southward from the slopes 
of Crans-Montana, in 
Switzerland. Those who love 
mountains should see it 

The mountains, ranged 
along the Italian border, 
form a spectacular skyiine, 
with the deep valley of the 
Rhdne in the foreground. 
Spread over a panorama of 
almost 180 degrees are . . 
scores of sharp peaks, from 
the Dom in the east, • 
(Switzerland’s highest at 
4545m), past the - 
Matterhorn, Dent Blanche, 


Snow report 


"Is the piste so hard?" The 
world's prettiest ski mechanic . 
waved her edge file at the line of 
skis awaiting her-attention in 
Saas-Fee. Yes, -early this week' 
even nortMacing slopes at 
3,500m were hard. Many Swiss 
resorts have had mainly sunny. . 
weather for two to three weeks 
now, temperatures first went up 
and then down, leaving a hard 
base at altitude and ice lower 
down. Things softened up later 
in the week: conditions in 
Andennatt on Thursday were 
superb. High French resorts . 
have generally had the best 


the Grand Combin and the 
aiguilles, to Mont Blanc. 

Tbe view can be enjoyed 
from restaurant terraces . 
but is at its best from the 
top of the long run that 
starts at Plaine Morte, at 
about 3000m. This run also 
promises some of the best 
snow conditions. 

Plaine Morte used to be 

served by a smalt old cable- 
car which routinely 

generated hour-long queues. 

Last season it was replaced 
by.the latest thing in ski lifts: 
a twin^cable gondola with 
huge cabins, which not only 
carries many more people 
per hour but also is able to 
operate in high winds. 

You can ski from Plaine 
Morte right down to the 
bottom gondola station, 
covering about 1 1km and 
dropping 1500m. The 
rest of the Crans-Montana 
skiing is extensive and 
interesting, with peaks, 
valleys and rock outcrops 
gi ving a sense of place. And 
those in search of a challenge 
can look off-piste. 

The 'Villages” of Crans 
and Montana with their 
severe, blodc buildings and 
towny ambience are difficult 
to love. But the setting is 
certainly very pleasant 


■ conditions this week - the snow 
has stayed softer, while in Italy, 
the Dolomite resorts are looking 
rather thin. Most Austrian 
resorts reported some new snow 
last weekend -20cm in 
Saalbach, for.example. The 
. .already good conditions in the 
Pyrenees grt a further boost in 
. midweek. In eastern Europe, 
Bulgaria is looking good. 

North America has the best 
conditions; many resorts have 
had fresh snow this week. Both 
Mammoth in California and 
Snowbird in Utah claim over 4m 
on the upper slopes. ' . 
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WOOLACOMBE 

BAY HOTEL Devon 

MARVELLOUS MAD MARCH offers 


Min 3 nights, between Sunday <6 Thursday 
Magnificent setting across lawns to the sea A the unspoilt headlands. Free use of 
superlative sports include heated pool. squash, tennis, bowls, billiards, gym. healthsuite 
and after all this, afternoon tea by log fine or visit the beautician or the masseur. 


Tel: 01271 870388 for details 


ETB ©99C 3 Highly commanded 
AA***RAC 



The to your perfect holiday! 


Suites, Luxury Apartments & Flats 


A range of superb self-catering accommodation all offering a very 
different and quite special experience for those seeking the privacy &. 

seclusion of their own front doer - This, coupled with the many 
amenities of a 3 star luxury hotel bounding with sporting facilities & 
entertainment, make it extremely special 

~ Wcclaccmbe Bay Apartments 

■* Woolacombe Bay Hotel. Woola combe, Devon EX34 7BN 
Phone for colour brochure : 01271 870388 



WOOLA 



Set in area of outstanding natural beauty plus 3 miles 
TUC of Golden sands. Luxury accomm, sea views, sat. TV 
1 Y & video, family cabaret and entertainment NEW fun 
P° o1 & slides. Health Club. 2 indoor pools, tennis, 
X?***’ squash, children’s club & MUCH. MUCH MORE. 

HOLIDAY 
PARCS 


Ring for 96 brochure: 01271 870221/870343/870277 
WOOLACOMBE - NORTH DEVON - EX34 7AH 



flaxes ARN1S 

CT 8 ww«* $WIllDEV0t AA** 
Historic 1 7C Coaching Inn 
in ibe centre of fuaesbridge 
*■ Four paster belli, nuaitc 

* A la Cane mtanraai 

* Open Fire* 

t limed Indoor jvtirnmlac P«o* 

* Ideal for roaring 

2 nakt break £75 tnc. DBB 
3dgtabnxk£110hibDBB 
I Fore Street Kingshridee 
ifiSBt 


2mW 


MTEL: 0154885 207 

South hams, a bod h». water- 
twn’, an siiiwor. wtwai 
S6D964. 

CORNWALL AND DEVON IMCOt- 
Svjbc IhroughouL (01752) 
75071 1 


DEVON'S WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Pets. inwn. fori Inc. Many kna 
than £ 150 pin Oa-Aort Brochure 
01756 702203 

FREE 104 po go gudo la tho SCO 
besi njhjo cartages in Devon To! 
(01271) 76322 <24 hre* 

CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Pets. Snen. tuel me. Many Hiss 
man £150 per week Oct- A pril 
Brochure 01756 702201 

BODMIN MOOR. Idyllic secluded 
cctlaco Log firo. ■» poster. 01M3 
7&ua 

SALCOMBE- Coach house Groai 
mows ol sca.'e*iuaiy. Big garden 
Near beach. Toi 101530) 3UK09 

FOWET-pounjAN Charming 
waterside cottages nth C'H S 
CTv. superb vlens. tflngWM wai- 
aoie Pols welcome. TeL 01726 
070406 


CcnAd- 

C0TTAGE 

HOLIDAYS 

ExpiKD-a j ottiy 
ot brmhwi? nhiiioJ 
11 bt*£tfli imI /_' ) 
ffiBblietBiY ^ 


lenlm / 
iapmKeSm. 

L'jiii Tcunri 

Bwni Rtfisfntd 

i ;.-CC-U'i OT325 564952 VCtrfS! 

01326 573303 


A FINE SELECTION Ot ccragos or 
both coasts Ol Cornwall and cn 
Sally BiochiM tram Corrush Tra- 
ditional Cottages. (01703) 372 
559. 7 dey personal service 9am • 
Spin. 

CORNWALL Specialists. Choose 
(ram over 330 sol Lag os. 01362 
M5726 fUBIOI) 

DEVON Specialists Choose bom 
over 430 colleges. 912E2 445727? 

tuaio 2 i 

SALCOMBE . South Pod Lovely 
old c«ase . sips 67 large gdn. nr 
teaches one walks. Avail East or. 
may. -June. Summer. Call 4i225 
833633 

ST IVES. 5!udio FTai. outstanding 
position on Porthmcor Bosch 
Clou to Tjjs tVlActV Sips * Aval 
Mat 22. April 12.1 9.26. June 21. 
J1AY »2 To lax 01734 787299 


SPORTS & CRAFT BREAKS FOR ALL 


RELAX and DABBLE in an amazing range of craft activities and 
sports facilities. From GUIDED WALKS to INDOOR ARCHERY; 

AOU A- AEROBICS to GOLF: POTTERY to GLASS 
ENGRAVING: INDOOR 30WL3 to HORSE RIDING. TENNIS 
to TEN PIN BOWUNG; * + + UNLIMITED FREE GOLF on 3 
COURSES. Party Discounts. 

MARCH - 2 Nts EBM75; 1 nt FREE Midweek FULL BOARD 
MtD/APRIL - 4 Nts E129C141; 3 Nts SIOtVEIIO F/B: 

MIDMUNE 4 Nts E14<V£153; 3 Nts E11S/E129 DBB; 

AUGUST -4 Nts C181/E21& E2SM360 P.Y/. FULLB0ARD. 
MANOR & ASHBURY HOTELS West Devon - 01837 53053 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE - FREE VIDEO 


FREE GOLF + WHOLE IN ONE 


Majke A Break Bor It! 


For 5£4: av.av hvr -Jo maaiir 

croud, •.« only 3 shw? crui;* rs* 

highv.’jvi. break away to Cornwall - . . 

A TOUCH OF MAGIC FOR EVERYONE '-/■ 


Gprlnfl Dr*«l<» Gun3« FREE froc Coirr«n 
Tminit Boata. D*pt TnilO TFT! 2 DA_ <J 

(01872) 225307 (24hrs) Cornwall 


Gotsvrolds 


Dorset 


COTSWOLDS 


Enjoy 1 bra* in the bouixM 
mrroundinji a I cbe Coowatdi 
VV: ►nvo ewer IW suoltr 
ectasK S dv»:c Iran- 
CALL US FCR YOUR FREE 
1996 BROCHURE 

QojUv m Crifli:- 

Onmtry Holiday's 




DCSSJTS WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Pcii. lino-, hwl met Most Iwb 
O ran C'57 zsr sctli 3d- April. 
C1TO 702294 

ATTBfiST'nra FARM HOLIDAY 
COTTAGES In rOviLc rural SOt- 
irrj.Tel M-i:on Lb COD D12S8 
eacaaetbrcchi 

DORSET SpeciaEsts Choose trotn 
acr : » conagei. C12B2 44S726 
:’_Aii3i 


I Z- 


01282 445721 


COTSWOLDS WELCOME COT- 
TAGES. Psta. Wnen. fud Me. ILnrv 
low Own CISC p<x «rwi Ost-ApriS. 
Brachura Cl 756 7322 IS 
COTSWOLD SpscUWca Chwasc 
from 130 eon*s«*. 01232 445726 
fUA 1041 

LUXURY COTTAGE Kr/^c straatn. 
Wes 4 .vccVa cr vyir 
breaks. Easier Avan PITHS 72t»&8 


East Anglia 


NORFOLK SUFFOLK'S Welcome 
CoTVrjra Puts. inwn. tuel Inc 
raanv less aiar LI 50 p.nk Oa- 

Apr-J C17S6 7C2S25 


Ireland 


IRELAND 


Tike In the beauty of 
cha Emerald Kl*. 

■At, Km ever 1 30 o-al s, 
■T CF i n-xr.r frzr~. 

CALL US FOR TOUR FREE 
1996 BROCHURE 

C—r =*.V 

Country Holiday 



01282 445721 


| SHAMROCK COTTAGES. M Hqn 
5L Y/oflinTicr.. Sanc.-ss: -31223 
EEiCea CcJ 5ro o( 22 T sciacl 
0b? Fams. ATS 

■ENJOY IRELAND Holidays. Csl- 
'^3 n- Cw5«. C'jis.'r^. IKCa ;T 
pfppefi.es m TOC's ct icaabnrs 
trarr. ESS ppr“ me car on terry i5 
rini G1254Uee9}. 

AN IRISH COUNTRY HOUDAYtom 
bia wsdoiu chciM. indnidLia.' Ccl- 
ro;<H. CasL'03. Hotels and c rn- 
nousmr FrOTng. Coll and Riw 
Shannon PRhsino. Trh»;bpne 
0:5CfS6«a3(24 h n, 


COTX1CE 

■UUHHUI.Miai/ 
im.ua ■ ria - ■■■ ! hw 
nK.Knr.itraur, 


SwSi fcrdel s iwflaS prlr^.' 
«rfy Summer - liuiue. 

01756 702214 


k.Tonoiwa 

IRcLAND iaeoAitvs CtiDOM bom 
C-.*T 15J ^111^3. 012BT 445726 
'■-JAI11J 

INTERESTED in 5 dy? cycima in 
Lb? iVk; o» irejmd, Kayttg in c *» 
'.'ti zri nsrrding a modtawa/ 
Hobday aUutix* tuS 
taclr-up omrfcoa. and mcretfbte 
lra“t;.Jr«! roads. YcaiD obo stsn- 
c!c wsc of tbe most t**athtaldng 
warwf >n Eurapo. Please pheno 
JCSS3 1 5372192’ 1 SCIStES or 
ft} 3C3S3 1 4501130 1 6C1877S 

KERRYCOTTAGE. To Appr. Slpa 
5 5. S««c. CMSiai area w Ken- 
Jaffa Pwmsuia eik- 
EITjpvk. TefXaSSSW 331*3. 


Devon & Cornwall 

Devon & Cornwall 

Norfolk 

London 

| Sussex 

| Suffolk 


NORFOLK. Lovely M collage. KJyL 
lie vUlaga. dose Btaksney coaoL 
Rayburn, CH. open tint. 5+coL 
01223 323496 
BURNHAM MARKET wet-equlppad 
ch bungalow, Easter wk/all year. 
No peteji.'s. 01509 672131 


Northumbria. 



Discover the ban kept secret 
of the North East and eo|oy a 
week or more, or ofae i ibort 
break, imcnpi Wy«c scenery 
and betuaU beaches. 
-O- 

Niw km 1996 
Rbaxsvg Shoot 
F«£ 1996 Bkoosuh 
CMLN 0 W Crv 

01200 444070 

Q'JCTTMC R? t« DID40I 


NORTHUMBRIA’S Welcome Cot- 
lages Pets, Bnen, (uet Inc. Harry 
lass man C1S0 prw Oct-AprU. TeL 
01756702217 

SUPERB COTTAGES. Northumbria. 
Yorks Dates. Lakes. Peaks. Sykes 
Cottages 101244} 345700 


Oxfordshire 


OXFORD 15 MILES B6 B W wbmc 
min. Baaititiw gardens Fishing, 
organic veg. 0 1235 7621 12 


The Peak District 


PEAK DISTRICT 


Cbome from ever nt) ciKia|es 
set a> die iMaodU mmundinti 
of the Reak District. 

CALL US FOR YOUR FREE 
1996 BROCHURE 
OvBMxcmi* 


01282 445721 


PEAK DISTRICT welcome Cot- 
tages. Pots, bn an, fuel kid Many 
lose man n 50 p-w Oct-Aprfl. TaL 
D1756 702215 

“PEAK COT7AGES.- Duality 9fc 
acccm. In DertrysWro Dates S 
Paata. Brocfi 01142620777 
PEAK DISTRICT Spoctaftste 
Choose from over 270 cottages. 
01282 445726 |11A 106) 


Pembrokeshire 


LITTLE HAVEN. Wofl oquipoed *B- 
■age house, sloops 6 . 100 yds 
Beach. Id. Shore (01432) 3 S 21 Z 1 
r*n) or 1014971 621376 (eve) 
NORTH PEM 8 S Neborud Part 
pretty collage, sheepibeel term - 
lanbs at Easter. Ng of! On N. 
roost ftitFlshguart Sip* up to 7. 
01437 532256 


'Don't iortjet 
. : to mention th'e 
Independent \ 
when replying to 
r - adverts y. 



LONDON 


089 h 87- 10-PLUS 

What’s on ttn Week 10 Getting to the Airports _J 5 

What’s tm for CWdnen_ 1 1 Accommodation Advice- 16 

Places to Vi« for ChflOrn. 1 2 Sundays in London^. 30 

Popular Attractions 13 River Tnps 31 


Cm ran Ttecw<~>u*i»rj ( ,airiM«teK'<~««r M am 


•nsdjiVMvddHirrilciwnlnnhn 


The Lake District 


HHJJHWATTE HOUSE Wbxtenrtere 
Tbornbamiw Road, overt ooWnfl 
lake. Afl rooms ensute (some vflh 
Jacuzzi baths) SaMme TV, laa- 
mridng. Sauna. Tyto Steam Room 
and naand Indoor pool soWy tor 
our gwsts usa. Z ntf^WB. 5 course 
Dinner BfiBted. VAT only £89. 3 
nights only £130. Brochure; 
(015384) 


LAKE DISTRICT Wetoome Cot- 
tages. Pets. Unon. fuel Inc. Many 
less than Cl 50 pAw OctApril. 
Brochure TsL 017S6 702208 


HILLTHWAfTE HOUSE 
Thombairow Road, overlooking 
lake. Al rooms ensuKe (aomewHh 
Jacuzzi baths) Sotuflite TV, tea- 
nreMng. Sauna. Tyto Steam Room 
end heated bidoor pod solely tor 
our guests' use. 2 rrigns. 5 anas* 
Ohmef BOB md.VAT only £99, 3 
nSgtrta only Cl 30. Brochure 
015394 43636. 


EDEN. An oasts ol peace In the 
heart of 2 nattanet parka 
(Lakes/Dates). Free 63 page 
acconmotMfon guide. Eden 
Tourism 01 76S 892428 (2«hra) 
BATHER SPECIAL COTTAGES In a 
secret comer of Southern Lake- 
tend.Ta.01S395 36475 
SOUTH LAKES . Architects luxury 
cottage. Stpa4. (0131) 7409875. 
EASTERrauMMER twBdaya nr UB- 
SMaiar. Attractive well-equipped 
farmhouse sips B. 01999 7042B7 
LAKE DtSTHICT SpecMsts Chooae 
(torn 375 ou tl eg e e . 01282 445726 
(U BI OS) 

NR KESWICK 4 key highly comm, 
eons. Id ylRc locations. Short 
breaks 01 76B7 72084 
CUMBRIA, WSberthvrelta. MBtcott 
sips 2-8. Wssdale tom. pets vrel- 
eome. T.B. 3 key comm. Week- 
nxtnWMdy lets . EASTER AVAIL 
(01220)717328. 

PRIVATEur. OWNED bungalow at 
Hiwrtcssheart village, nr Amble- 
sfala. For photos t detaBs W. 
101611 7485140 


Scotland 


£ELF CATERING 

Scotland 

l 'CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 
Over ^.000 scir-calcring 
propenics in all areas 
from luxun- bouses to 
r .S^*- 013 fl cottages. 
' Outfit 1 write or phone 
for brochure: 


JUT 

Firrtenct St 
BAohagh EH2 2JR 

vrr.AbfcHiiLiqg R 

_ w SCOTLAND- 
# iate4,tta!^JferfBiBdirBflDd * 

■ *xW.lwieid. IhnAnh Irsihaa* 

■ £3M par w>ft JuK/.tapm. 



i »l PAlIk COLD1IB flHi\ H(HE« 


&1756 702213 


SCOTLAND 


DHea«iw *t N^hM wd ImmCj 
» l Scudand <M rhooi, Irea erer 

4« qndky (Seata dw ml 

tewMi el thh {tenon country. 

call us for your Free 

« I W6 BROCHURE 

Sr^CDtmny Holidays 


01282 445721 


Exceptional bobby 

properties m (be most 
beastiiul areas of Scotland. 
FOES. H PACE BBOCHUU 
RING (0L328) 864011 
Quote sit* (h Kny 


COTTAGES-HOUSES. over ISO In 
South Scottaod. FuB colour 
brochure. G M Thomson & Co 
(01 &5$) 504030 

HIGHLAND HIDEAWAYS. Wtdfl 
sWocoon « tnuMduaf, quality tJC 
cottages In lovely hlgMand loca- 
BoraOl 631 G620S6 

HIGHLAND HIDEAWAYS. Wide 
sotocton ol indvidual. quaajy tic 
eanagee In kmrty Mghtond loca- 
itenaOl 631 583901 

PflETTY STONE COTTAGE In quht 
OumtrebsNre conseMlon vll- 
Iraa. SR» 6. Lg Barden. STB 5 
Crowns. From CiSOpw. 01B48 
330488 

SCOTLAND SpecnBats Choose 
Irom ever 5C0 cottages. 01282 
44S72G(UA1W1 

Argyll Walking holidays. 
From the Clyde to the isles tour 
(Luggage taken on). HBtwaMng ft 
WttdHle/Htetnnr weeks too. 
Brochure 01368 860274 (24 ho) 

SCOTTISH BORDERS 2 (He I s)n- 
0*» w W <» sheep farm ring 0828 
656131 

SW SUTHERLAND Cron cooagn 
by the aea from Cl 10 pw. 01507 


ftMi; 


SEDLES COMBE. Nr Battle. Brfefc- 
maa Hotel Tudor Manor. 
WMar/Sprtng breaks Any 2 nighta 
£85 pp DMB. 3rd Dt accooi toae, 
pay only £20 tor b/teet A dbmen 
tel <01424)870253.- 


SUFTOLK HBUTAGE COAST Dim- 
xrtclL Chan.Jug period farm- 
house. Beautiful seaside village. 
Sipa 6. Gredin. Car partdng. Mra 
Matthews. Manor Houae. Cheniee. 
Rtokmanawortb. WD3 6SL Tel 
(01494) 762888 (Otaa cottnge lor 

2J 


Wales 


A oiperb aaieefion of quoTrty 
charector cattoga in Ifw 
PbmbroWiire Orasl National 
Pork. All properties furnished, 
talhe higheri standards. 

Hwne noirfcr &BB colour brochure 

01 239-881 397 anni 


00A5T a couNnr 
COTTAecS 


SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Ltoyn 
pantmute sea-eMe and country 
- cottages, -caravans to M. Nefyn 
Mote. (0758) 720674. 

COAST & COUNTRYSIDE Colour 
brochure ol 500 tamttiouaea/Catr 
tagea throughout WrieeJW toretat 
bored Inapectedlgreded. Wales 
HoSdaya (01688)625207 
T0tBY . Seonderefoot 8 Penv- 
brokeahlre, 400 huSvfduaJ eaU 
catering homes near beautiful 
beaches and cmntiyskta. Frink B 
Mason. Dept 19. SI Jnlan El 
tenby. 01834845000 (24hra) . 


BRECON BEACONS. Over TOO sjc 

• cottagaa aome steep to 20. Many 
Ion than E250 pw Mgh season. 
01074 676446 

N. WALES 1,000 cottages, etc 
Manna, Sham,. Snowdonia 
tetateL0175B 7D1 702. 

ARTIST'S LISTED COUNTRY 
houaa. NrCardgan coaaL BbbuS- 

- fnl gdna. Nps la Tel. 101239) 
682482 

WALES SpecteUBta Choose from 
ovre 500 cattegea. 01 2B2 445726 
(UA108) 

COUNTRY MANOR HOUSES In 
Wbat Wales, whole or part. 4-20 
bada_ 01437 731673 

NEWPORT BAY N. PEMBS. Stun- 
ning views, com, m'nt'na, baacn, 
peace. ArcMtecTs sunny cottage, 
alps 2 - 8 . Mstortc house. 8 - 12 . 
Easter avail. Broch. Tel 01239 
820Z77 

BEAUTIFUL AREA in MBs nr 
Camarthen. Stone bunt cottage, 
niod o m l aad. Zbc Fully eqicpped. 

- Frorn 300/96. Tdi 01 267 280335. 


West Country 


WEST COUNTRY Welcome Cor- 
tegea: Pats. Unan.' fuel Inc. Many 
less then Elso pfm OctApriL 
Brochuea-M. 01756 70221 8 
NEAR BATH BRISTOL CITCh Cen- 

S jr rSKSS2lS5 B; E16pp/pn - 

teL (0117) 937 2381 


NEAR BATH. 13thC tremhduse. ‘ 
sleeps 14, log fires, baama. 0 /H 
. .TN. 401225)424189, 

BETWEEN BATH A WELLS hofiday 

cottage sips 4f5. Unen. fuwL Ink. 
-telephone 0T7B1 470754 


Yorkshire &The Dales 



YORKSHIRE 


Dtecover the buuty ind 

splendour of Yorkshire. 
We have over 500 qmficy . 
cottages co choose from. 
CALL US FOR YOUR FREE 
994 BROCHURE 
QwMhtCmu) 

Country Holidays 


HAWES. WBtSLEYDALE. 40 Coun- 

fry Cottages. Pota welcome. 
Broch. QI869BB7S54 . 


Cottages 
»5S!pKi]*SDtt« 

TK01756) 700872 

Masagsfe/ 


\ 


TORKSMRE DALES Watcoma Col-. 
•teg«. Pats, Knon, fudinc. Many 
jwttian riSOprorOctApriLtei: 
10756702209 : 

SUPERB COTTAGES. York* DaVre. 
Jwrttiumbria. Laker Rasta. Syicae 
Cotugea (01244) 34S7O0. • 

YORK UP TO 80% OFF ALL fadS- 
teto-Broohuro. Haworth Court 
Hotel 01 904 4251 56 “ _ 

N. . YORK MOORS, .-. GlBtenoor. 
Unusn M ou cottage. Hueiio 

: AtlbqtM Emitting*, niad 

open stove, redtatom. 
Stag art- Trenquttty. From 
Cl 10p*t TM. (01751) 4325B8. 

YMKSH1RE Spedafiete -Cheow 
from over 900 cottages: Di5 
445788 (LtAtO^j- - - 
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While inflation has for many 


the* of British fixed- 
interest securities, making 
gilts a (Ssmd risk, in 
Germany government tiontfs 
have paid an above-inflation 
rate in every single year since 
1950 -a remarkable record 


I s there anything to the idea that 
financial markets lend to take 
od the national characteristics 
of their people, rather as dog- 
lovere are said to grow to resem- 
ble their owners? It is an intrisu- 
ing thought, and one that may 
have more than a grain of truth 
in it Is it really a coincidence, for 
example, that the biggest, most 
enthusiastic and most techno-, 
logically advanced stock market 
of them all is to be found in the 
United States, where Wall Street 
- crashes and all - stands as a 
monument to the unbounded 
self-confidence and economic 
dynamism of Americans? Or 
that the most easily manipulated 
of world’s major financial mar- 
kets are to he found in Japan, a 
country where conformity and 
face are accorded so much 
greater value than in the more 
individualistic cultures of Europe 
and the United States? 

The idea that you can discern 
something of national character 
in the behaviour of a country's 
markets is prompted by another 
of the fascinating long-term stud- 
ies of stock and bond market per- 
formance produced by the stock- 
brokers BZW. 

A few weeks ago. I com- 
mented on their popular annual 
UK gilts/equity study, which 
showed (among other things) 
that our bond and stock markets 
tend to do best when inflation 
and growth are both moderate by 
historical standards. It is excess 


- in cither direction, down as well 
as up - that British investors 
really cannot stand. 

Now BZW have produced a 
similar statistical exercise on the 
German markets, which brings 
out graphically the very different 
qualities of the two nations, and 
also highlights the different eco- 
nomic preoccupations of the two 
countries. Everybody knows that 
the German economy has been 
much more successful than ours 
since the end of the war. 

The single most potent indi- 
cator of their superior economic 
performance is fell daily by any- 
body who needs to exchange 
Lhoir pounds for marks. With 
some mom’entary exceptions, 
such as iySlM. the pound has 
fallen steadily against the mark 
for mow of the lasL 30 years. It is 
now, mainly thanks to our infe- 
rior record on inflation, worth 
less than a quarter of what it was 
a generation ago. The strength of 
the mark is in turn a tribute to the 
legendary vigilance and lough- 
. ness of the Bundesbank, the Ger- 
man centra] bank, which adopts 
a most thorough-going aversion 
to anything that threatens the 
value of its national currency. 
The easy-going, “what the-heU” 
attitude that Britain displays 
towards the value of its currency 
is anathema in Germany. 

So how do you think the Ger- 
man stock and bond markets 
have performed over the post-war 
period? Well, the answers, as 


JONATHAN DAVIS 




BZW documents, are mostly 
exactly what you would expect. 
German investors arc exception- 
ally risk-averse and their financial 
system is heavily biased towards 
bank rather than equity finance. 
As a result the German stock 
market remains much smaller, 
relative to the size of the econ- 
omy, and also less liquid than its 
counterparts in the UK or the US. 
The bond market by cumrast is 
much more well developed. 

The combination of a strong 
currency, relatively law inflation 
and risk-averse ■" investors is 
reflected in the habits and per- 
formance of the main asset 
classes in Germany. Here are 
some of BZWs conclusions, 
based on their analysis of post- 
war market behavioun 

1) Although German shares 
over the whole period since 1945 
have done better for investors 
than bonds, this Is a Lmost entirely 
due to the dramadc rerating of 
the equity market that occurred 
in the 10 years after the end of the 
Second Worid War, when the 
German economy was effectivelv 


rebuilt from scratch with aston- 
ishing speed and efficiency. Com- 
pany profits grew at an excep- 
tional rate throughout this peril hL 

2 } Since 1960? however, bonds 
in Germany have actually pro- 
duced a higher annual return 
than equities. While inflation 
has for many years routinely 
devastated the value of British 
fixed-interest securities, making 
gilts a dismal risk, in Germany 
government bonds have paid an 
above-inflation interest rate in 
ev ery single year since 1950 - a 
remarkable record. 

5) The upshot is that, while 
shares in both countries have 
produced similar rates of return 
after inflarion (6-7 per cent), 
the divergence in government 
stocks has been much more 
marked. While German gilts 
have averaged an impressive 4 
percent real rate of return since 
the war. the comparable British 
figure is a shaming zero per 
cent. The moral seems to be that 
if a German government offers 
to borrow from you. buy its debt 
issues. Unlike its British equiva- 


lent. it may acutally be worth the 
paper it is printed on. 

4} While the German stock 
market is now- heavily influenced 
by the behaviour of other world 
markets, the primary influences 
on the German bond market are 
the relevant economic “funda- 
mentals" -what is happening to 
German inflation and how the 
Bundesbank is running monetary 
policy. The rest of the world may 
shape German share prices, but 
it is Germany that shapes every- 
one elsc’s interest rates. 

It is small wonder, given all this, 
that German investors have his- 
torically preferred to keep their 
money’ in secure, fixed-interest 
securiies. whereas Britons have 
been more inclined to put their 
money, directly or indirectly, into 
shares. Buying shares in Ger- 
many is still a relatively expensive 
business, and although it is begin- 
ning to change, it will be a long 
time before ordinary Germans 
overcome what BZW calls their 
extreme "risk-aversion" to equity 
investment. Such things don't 
change overnight. 

Nevertheless, the big story of 
the 1990s may yet well prove io 
be how rapidly many of the old 
certainties in investment behav- 
iour are changing. It is not just 
that Germans are beginning to 
buy more shares and Britons 
more gilts, though both are true. 
There are also clear signs of 
stress emerging in the German 
economy, and many who fear 


that European monetary union, 
if It happens, will pose a real 
threat to the traditional sover- 
eignty of the Bundesbank over 
European interest rates. 

BZW also points out that the 
profile of German society is 
changing. Middle-aged Germans 
today arc less haunted by the 
memories of the hyperinflation of 
die 1920s and the war than ear- 
lier generations. .Many are also 
now starting to inherit the fruits 
of the wealth that their parents 
made in the years of the so-called 
post-war economic miracle. Their 
attitudes to risk are also casing. 

All this creates the conditions 
in which Germany may start to 
learn to love shares and wean 
itself from its traditional love 
affair with bonds - just as many 
people in this country are begin- 
ning to believe that inflation 
here may after all have been 
licked. Comparison of the two 
BZW studies shows that the UK 
gilts market has actually more 
often than not produced a 
slightly higher real rate of return 
than its German counterpart 
since the early 19S0s. 

In investment term*, that is a 
real turn up for the books. It cer- 
tainly would have been unihink- 
abie’20. 30 or even 40 years ago. 
Even so. it will be a brave person 
who bets against the pound con- 
tinuing its long-run decline 
againsf the mark. To do so would, 
after all. display a most unchar- 
acteristic patriotic fervour. 
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Then investment trust opportunities might be for you. By Bill Fowler 


S plit-capital investment trusts 
have two dements. They 
consist of income shares, 
which. . receive all the 
lincome, have a fixed 
redemption price and are 
suitable for investors looking for a 
rising income flow: and capital 
shares, which earn nothing until 
the trust is wound up and its gains 
are paid out As such they suit 
investors looking for growth. 

Fleming Worldwide is a new 
split-capital investment trust being 
launched in conjunction with the 
bid for Fleming International High 
Income, also- a split-capital trust 
and soon to mature. The new 
trust has an interesting portfolio of 
investments, mduding high yield- 
ing equities and emerging-market 
debt instruments. Investors should, 
however, be aware of the possi- 
bility of the new issue trading at a 
discount in the after-market owing 
to a general weakness elsewhere in 
the split sector. 

.M&G is also launching a new 
split capital trust, again connected 
with a bid for one of its existing 
split trusts, M&G Dual Trust, 
which has around one year to run. 
The new M&G Equity Trust has 
- an unusually long life of 15 years. 
A unique but veiy welcome aspect 
of the new vehicle is the absence 
of up-front costs, as M&G has cov- 
ered launch costs itself However, 
this is offset tty a higher than aver- 
age annual management charge. 
The short-term outlook for the 
new trust is slightjy disadvantaged 
tty the fiact that most other split 
trusts trade at package discounts, 
including those run by M&G.. 

Perpetual’s Income and Growth 
Trust has been launched to. coin-, 
cide with the PEP season. This 


trust can be expected to enjoy 
strong support both in the offer 
for subscription and in the after- 
market, due to Perpetual’s trade - 
record in this area (UK income 
growth shares) and their strong 
retail presence. We would highly, 
recommend this trust to investors. 

Following on from its highly 
successful smaller company unit 
trusts. Hill Samuel is launching a 
UK Emerging Companies Invest- 
ment Trust. This is in the form of 
a placing and open offer, and 
should prove an effective means 
of investing in UK smaller com- 
panies. Availability of shares may 
be limited, however, as the issue 
is being capped at £35ra. 

Finally. Templeton is launching 
a Central and Eastern European 
Fund, which will invest in the 
emerging markets of Europe. The 
issue will be in the form of a plac- 
ing to institutions only. 

In addition to the many new 
issues in the market there are also 
a number of ‘C share issues to 
.raise additional capital, many of 
which look interesting. Scottish 
Asian. Investment Company invests 
In the Fur East, excluding Japan. 
Run by Murray Johnstone, the 
trust has enjoyed consistently excel- 
lent performance. The premium to 
net asset value that the shares had 
been trading on has now disap- 
peared which does not make the 
’C 1 shares such an attractive propo- 
sition, as no warrants are being 
issued to subscribers to the ‘C’ 
shares. In fact the *C’ share hold- 
ers will suffer, along with existing 
shareholders, from any future dilu- 
tion from the existing warrants as 
they are converted into shares. 

■ Pacific Horizon also invests in 
the Far East region, exclusive of 



Japan. Performance has been 
good in the recent past and the 
ordinary shares are currently trad- 
ing at a small premium to net asset 
value. The low costs of the issue 
and the inclusion of warrants 
make the 'C shares an attractive 
means of entry into the trust 

Herald Investment Trust is a 
UK smaller companies specialist. 
It has enjoyed good performance 
and the *C shares may prove an 
attractive alternative to the exist- 
ing shares, which currently trade 
at a premium. 

Another small company trust. 
Saracen Value, is proceeding with 
a placing with recall for existing 
shareholders. The trust's man- 
agers have a strong following, 
which.has been earned by consis- 
tently good performance. 
Investors should note that this 
issue is not available to private 
individuals via an open offer. 

For those looking for a more 
spirited investment. International 
Biotechnology Thisr is having a 
placing and offer of ‘C shares, with 
warrants available on conversion. 
This trust invests in biotechnology 
shares, mostly in the USA Cur- 


rently it is trading around par, but 
it has’ traded as wide as a 25 per cent 
discount to net asset value. It is vital 
to appreciate that this is a spe- 
cialised area for investment, which 
could produce volatile results. 

A reconstruction in the trust 
sector is worthy of mention. LGT 
Asset Management is changing 
the investment policy- of USDC 
Investment Trust, which will soon 
be renamed as GT Income and 
Growth Trust. Having previously 
been deployed on an interna- 
tional basis, it is now invested in 
UK equities. Shareholders will 
have the option of accepting 
shares in the new trust and/or 
units in GT Global Bond Fund, 
which may be redeemed for cash. 

The change of policy has 
already been well received Ity the 
market, producing a re-rating in 
the share price. Nevertheless, the 
trust is still attractive on a 
medium-term basis, and the cash 
exit via the bond fund represents 
a significant uplift in value. 

Bill Fowler is Investment 
Manager at GVG Asset 
Management. 


YOU CANT IGNORE THE 
BIG PLAYER IN 
INVESTMENT TRUSTS. 
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Especially when we’re offering free share exchange. 


Henderson Touche Remnant ic n leading 
plover in investment tnisrs, with uver £4 Hn vS 
funds under management. 

Whether you have £50 to invest, or 
£50,000. you'll he hard pushed to find ;i better 


exchange otter - enabling you t* • transfer one 
existing shareholding into Shine Plan, without 
incurring an\ selling cosrs. 

For a free copy of • mr Share Plan brochure 
and full derails of the free share exchange 


tailored answer m vour investment needs than otter, call u# (at local rate) on the number 


Share Plan. 

.And if you invest before 2$ March 1 9%. 
you can rake advantage of our free share 


below. Get the big player on vour side. 
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money 


The cost of peace at 


Lloyd's - but the 
news may not bring 

peace of mind for 
investors facing ruin 


Names will learn today how much they are being asked to 
contribute to the insurance market’s £9bn losses. 

John Eisenhammer, Financial Editor, reports. 



Disaster: Being a Lloyd’s name was once seen as easy money - but recent years have 
brought a sinister new meaning to the phrase unlimited liability 


ONLY FROM LEGAL & GENERAL 


TWO PEPs for 


the price of ONE 


Two PEPs for the price 


The FT-SE-A All- Share Index: consistently ahead of the market. 


of one - you won’t get this 


£11J00 FT-SE-A All Share Index 12811.17 

UK Equity General Sector Average 1068S.11 
n 2.000 - BoUtSpg Satiety Higher (tales Actmnt 7S43JM 


And our performance 


is hard to beat. 


from anyone else! 


£10400- 

< 

> £9.600- 


Our PEP tracks the FT-SE-A 


We already offer our Index- 


r 

«« £7400- 

nim. 


— — I All-Share Index, the broadest 


Tracking PEP investors the u 


measure of the UK stock market. 


*95 OCT 


lOWCSt Charges around. NO jhe FT-iE-A Ad-SlMTe Index inar.-iS tta tdiowancc/or arrv managemeru charges 

i thtcb are .ipplicuM e U a REF. bm our charge: would mu dgmficsmUy idler 
the performance disparity Capital and added interest in a Budding Society 

initial charges; NO withdrawal fees; .^mumarieguararueed 



Over the last five years the 


Index has risen by 113% - that’s a 35% 


and a management charge of only 0.5% 


per annum. 


But now* we want to do even more 


NO 

INITIAL CHARGES 


higher return than the average unit trust. 


In fact most actively managed funds fail 


to match the FT-SE-A All-Share Index with 


than that. So, when you take out our Index- 


Tracking PEP for 1995/6 and 1996/7, we 


will abolish ALL charges for the whole of 


NO 

WITHDRAWAL FEES 


any consistency*. 


Invest before April 5th for 


our 2-for-l PEP offer. 


the first year of your 1995/6 PEP 


That’s two PEPs; just one set of 


charges; and we guarantee you won’t 


pay less anywhere! 


AND A 

FREE PEP 

FOR A YEAR 


To invest - or to transfer funds from 


an existing PEP - ring us now on 0800 


11 66 22 (your call is free). Or return the 


coupon today for more information. 


•Source: Micropal. Past performance Is not necessarily a guide to future performance. Both capital and income values may go down as well as up and you may not get 
back the amount invested. All statements are correct as at 22.91.96. Full written details are available on request. 

Legal & General (Unit Trust Managers) Limited. Registered in England No. 1009413. Registered Office: Temple Court. U Queen Victoria Street, London EC4N 4TE 
Regulated by 1MRO and die Bsrsonal Investment Authority. 



CALL 0800 1 
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66 22 

FREE 

• 7 DAYS A WEEK 8AM TO 10PM. PLEASE QUOTE REF. TP 248 



Post to: Legal & General (Unit Trust Managers) Limited, FREEPOST KT4 474, Kingston-upon-Thames. Surrey KT2 6BR. 
Please send me full written details of the Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


TELEPHONE NO. 


If you already have any PEP investment, please tick here □ 

Wfe never make your name and address available to unconnected organisations. We will occasionally tell you about other 
products or services offered by ourselves and associate Legal & General Companies. 

Please tick this box if you would prefer not to receive this information. Q 


Legal &V 
General 


trust us to deliver 
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L loyd's names, the 
investors who put 
up the cash for the 
London Insurance 
market, will find on 
their- doormats 
today die first estimate of 
the final cost of buying 
peace at Lloyd's, although 
it may not buy them peace 
of mind. Many risk losing 
their homes and large 
amounts of money . 

There were 34,000 
names underwriting -at 
Lloyd’s in 198S, but today 
the number of active 
names is just over 12,000 - 
an unparalleled statement 
of flight and dispossession. 
Since 1988, Lloyd’s of Lon- 
don. has racked up losses 
over £9bn - a devastating 
turnaround in the fortunes 
of many names, by defini- 
tion people of above-aver- 
age means, who pledged 
every bit of their wealth to 
cover eventual liabilities. 

Traditionally Lloyd’s 
had been regarded as a 
safe investment - securities 
lodged with Lloyd's earned 
interest, the insurances 
business made a profit and 
the cheques rolled in reg- 


ularly each year. Unlimited 
liability was merely a 
theoretical risk. 

Instead Lloyd’s pro- 
vided a stark lesson in the 

potential risk of financial 
market involvement.. A 
combination of natural dis- 
asters and poor manage- 
ment led. to many syndi- 
cates of insurers making 
massive losses. Litigation 
followed, and angry names 
refused to pay for what 
they think was at best irre- 
sponsible behaviour by 
professional - managers, 
who actually decided what 
risks ro underwrite and 
what premiums to charge. 

To avoid the real risk of 
Lloyd's itself going bust, 
the insurance society has 
devised an unprecedented 
rescue plan. It is hiving off 
all its pre- 1993. policies - 
notably the ruinous 
asbestos and pollution lia- 
bilities in the US - into a 
separate re-insurance 
company called Equitas. 

Names are being asked 
to pay a finaL individual pre- 
mium into Equitas, to cover 
all the potential liabilities 
from their old policies. It 
means that for a price* they 
can do what has not been 
possible before - sign a 
cheque and walk away. 

For many, names, this 
means finding more 
money. Tb help die settle- 
ment, Lloyd’s is offering at 
least £2.8bn in credits and 
debt forgiveness to names, 
reducing Equitas bills and 
buying off litigants. Many 
thousands of people are 
facing one of the most dif- 
ficult financial-decisions 
of their lives. To help, the 
Independent answers the 
key questions. 


afford. Special extra funds 
are there for the hardest 
hit. Moreover, these are 
estimated bilU ana rina* 

. premiums are likely to be 
lower for" most people. 

because Lloyd’s » prrvuteh • 
confident it will rake more 
money to offset names 
payments between now 
anti when final statements 
are dispatched in May-- 


What do I do next? 
Consult your financial 
adviser and banker. These 
are highly important deci- 
sions with considerable tax 
Implications for some, and 
time is short. Pi an nine is 
essential, . and _ Lloyd s 
requires early notice if you 
want to take advantage of 
special schemes and assis- 
tance. The deadline for 
payment of the finality bSls 
is late July. 


What if I think it will be 
hard or impossible to pay 
my bill? 

Inform Lloyd's promptly 
on the appropriate form. 
Anyone with an estimated 
finality bill in excess of 
their funds at Lloyd’s 
should consider applying 
for additional credits from 
the settlement fund. These 
will be allocated on the 
basis of need. To assess 
this, names must submit to 
rigorous means resting by 
Lloyd's financial recovery 
department, declare they 
have not dissipated assets, 
and have everything signed 
off by an accountant. - 


Who is affected? 

Every one of the 34,000 
names. Even if you 
stopped underwriting 
some time ago. names 
remain liable to the end qf 
their days for claims , on 
policies written during the 
years they were active In 
the market. 


Which is the key figure? 
The figure on page one. 
Summary Data of the. 
Indicative Finality State- 
ment This shows an esti- 
mate of what, if anything, 
you will have to pay Equr- 
tas to reinsure ail your old 
policy liabilities and draw 
a line under your affairs at 
Lloyd’s. For some names, 
their investments already 
pledged to Lloyd’s will be 
more than enough to cover 
the cost of Equitas, and 
they get some money back. 
The less fortunate wiU stiD 
need to find more cash. 


What are the special 
schemes? 

Lloyd's- is planning a spe- 
cial mortgage or loan facil- 
ity. to help hard-hit names 
get around the difficulties 
of age, the complexity of 
their affairs- and the need 
to raise up to 100 per cent 
loans against their homes. 
-This could also help names 
whose funds at Lloyd's are 
secured by their homes. 
Repayment could be over 
25 years, with no new 
insurance required. The 
prciject depends on 
enough Names taking it up 
to make it worthwhile .for 
. the lenders. There wiD also 
be a- structured payment 
facility, spreading the cost 
of finality over five years. 


What do I do? 

Don't panic even if the bill 
looks more than you can 


Do I have a say iu all this? 
■Yes.' The entire Lloyd’s 
settlement plan depends 
on the outcome of a vote 
by all names in July, after 
they have received the 
final Equitas bilk. It will be 
a choice between finality, 
at a price, and uncertainty,.' 
which could prove more or 
less expensive in the years 
to come, as Lloyd's as we 
know it is wound up, and 
the lawyers and debt col- 
lectors take over. 



LOOSE 

CHANGE 


A n independent financial 
adviser is offering read- 
ers a 24-Daee euiide to 


tiers a 24-page guide to 
Venture Capital Trusts, pro- 
viding information and rec- 
ommendations on all the 11 
VCTs currently on offer, 
together with an updated 
end of year tax planning 
guide with added pension 
planning strategies. Both are 
available free to readers 
applying by March 18. TOite 
to David Aaron Partner- 
ship, Shelton House, High 
Street, Wobum'Sands, Mil- 
ton Keynes. 

Barclays Bank is keeping 
open until March 16 appli- 
cations from savings acount 
-holders to defer interest 
due in March until after the 
start of the new tax yefo\ 
when the tax rate will drop 
from 25 per cent to 20 per 
cent for basic rate tax- 
payers. 

The stockbroker Foster 
& Braithwaite has launched 
a pension fund investing 
mainly -in zero coupon 
shares offering a tax-free 
yield of 7.9 per cent to 
redemption. It can be used 
to provide an income by 


selling a proportion of the 
holdings each year. 


T he " Bristol-based Insur- 
ance Service ts offering 
discounts of 10 per cent 
on comprehensive motor 
policy premiums to drivers of 
cars over five years old rising 
to over 20 per cent on cars 10 
years old. Managing director 
Syd Pennington says: “In our 
experience people who have 
older cars are less likely to 
make claims.'’ 

Most motor insurance 
companies have singled out 
mature and retired motorists 
as the targets for lower pre- 
miums, Says the motor insur- 
ance specialist Hill House 
Hammond. Young drivers 
have missed out because 
they are all tarred with the 
irresponsible boy racer 
brush. HHH has now intro- 
duced a Lifestyle rating 
which takes into account the , 
occupation, professional 
qualifications, marital status 
and driving record of indi- 
vidual young drivers, which 
can cut their motor insur- 
ance costs by 50 per cent or 
more, it claims. . 


WORLDCOVER 


ANNUAL travel insurance 

0800:165 121 
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Ian Hunter on the rights of tenants and landlords in ‘EastEnders’ 



s addicts of BBC’s 
EastEnders series 
will know, Bianca 
is not having an. 
I easy time of iL She 
Ibelieves that her 
boyfriend Ricky is 
attempting a reconcilia- 
tion with his wife Sam. 
Having thrown Ricky oat 
■ of their shared flat, incin- 
erating his belongings in 
tbe.process, she probably 
believed the worst was 
over. - 

The problem is that the 
flat that she and Ricky 
were rectlng is owned by 
Sam’s brother PhD, who - 
having been persistently 
pestered by Sam - has put 
Bianca and her squatting 
friend Tiffany, out on the 
pavement 

Tenants’ rights vary 
depending on die type of 
agreement they have 
readied with their land- 
lords. Enforcing . - those 
rights against an aggres- 
sive Phil Mitchell is 
another issue. 

Most residential ten- 
ants’ rights are how gov- 
erned by the Housing Act 
1988. This Act Was 
ushered in to encourage 
more private landlords 
into the rental market 
The easiest rou te by which 
Phil could -legally have 
ensured a swift reposses- 
sion of his flat was by 
entering into ah assured 
shorthold tenancy. •’ 

This tenancy provides 
the landlord with the right 
to terminate the Jease on 
two months' noticeat any 
time after the expiry of 
the first four months of 
the lease. As Ricky and 
Bianca had been in the 
flat for more than four 
months, Phil could have 
asked them to quit on 
two months’ notice. • 

However, certain pro- 
cedures have to be fol- 
lowed to ensure that the 
lessee is giyen assured 
shorthold status. This’ 
includes serving- on the 
tenants - before the start 
of the lease - a notice in 
the prescribed form, . 
which sets out the limited 
nature of the tenants’ 
rights. . 

If. the correct proce- 
dures are not followed, or 
the landlord and tenant 
merely reach a verbal 
understanding,' the ten- 
ant gains enhanced pro- 


tection against eviction. 
The arrangement is then 
known as an assured ten- 
ancy. The effect of that is 
that a landlord can only 
regain possession of the 
property at the end of the 
lease if he has successfully 
proved to the court that it 
should exercise its discre- 
tion in his favour. This 
compares unfavourably 
with the assured short- 
hokl tenancy, where the 
landlord is entitled to pos- 
session as of right 

If Bianca and Ricky 
had been granted an 
assured tenancy, PhD 
could have had quite a 
struggle on his hands. 
Bianca is unemployed and 
therefore eligible for legal 
aid - so with a deter- 
mined solicitor she could 
have denied Phil legal 
access to the property for 
sometime. 

. In order for the tenants 
to retain protection 
against eviction on the 
expiry of the lease, in the 
absence of a -valid court 
order; they must continue - 
to five in the property. 
The tenants should also 
continue to abide by the 
terms of the lease, such as 
paying the rent regularly 
and carrying out repairs 
for which • they are 
responsible. 

The failure to do so 
will strengthen the land- 
lord's right to reposses- 
sion,' although it is 
unlikely a court will order 
an eviction if the rent is 
only slightly in arrears. 

Even if the landlord is 
not granted repossession, 
he can still send the 
bailiffs to the premises to 
recover any rent arrears. 
This can take place on any 
day except Sunday - but 
only during the hours of 
daylight. 

The landlord can seize 
anything of value belong- 
ing to. the tenant in order 
to settle the rent arrears. 
There is one important 
qualification: he cannot 
seize possessions such as 
bedding or clothes, nor 
can he seize an innocent 
third party’s property. 
Force may not be used by 
the landlord to gain entry. 

Likewise force should 
not be used to evict squat- 
ters. According to Joy 
Bailey, a solicitor with 
Exeter law firm Anstey 



Having more time to enjoy life is an enncing prospect, 
i a whenever you plan to retire. But will your company pension 
be enough to let you dp all you’d like to? 

To get the maxima m pension available, you would 
typically Have to be in the same company pension, scheme 
for 40 years. And changing your job just once can resale in a 
quite dramatic reduction to your pension! 

Toppiog up your company pension by means of an 
Equitable Free-Standing Additional VcJunUry Contribution 
Scheme, however, can help you make up die difference and 
look forward to living it up in retirement. Your 
contributions are made from your gross income, with tax 
relief currently at the highest rate which you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
depend on individual circumstances and that current 
legislation can change in the future. 

What’s more, we don’t pay commission to third parties 
for the introduction of new business. 

If you’d like more information by post and by 
telephone, call Aylesbury (0990) -38 48 58 or return the 
coupon below, • 
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Sargent and Probert, 
“The law governing squat- 
ters does have teeth, but 
if the correct procedures 
are not followed it is likely 
to bite back." 

If the squatters do not 
have permission to be 
there, the procedure 
should be swift. But Phil 
may have a problem in 
proving Tiff and Bianca 
did not have a right to be 
there if he was acquiesc- 
ing in the arrangement. If 
he has accepted rent the 
two would have strong 
grounds for saying they 
are assured tenants. 

A court hearing involv- 
ing so natters will usually 
be held within a few days, 
if the court is satisfied the 


entry was unlawful it will 
issue an immediate war- 
rant for possession to the 
court bailiffs: The bailiffs 
will enforce the judgment 
as soon as possible. 

Landlords should in all 
cases avoid taking the law 
into their own hands, 
whether the occupants are 
unwanted tenants or 
squatters. The landlord 
could end up paying dam- 
ages to the occupants and 
may be denied possession 
by a court order whfle 
matters are resolved. If 
anyone is injured, the 
landlord could even end 
up with a criminal record 
-although that is unlikely 
to frighten the Mitchell 
brothers. 



Getting 
rid of 
boyfriend 
Ricky was 
the easy 
part for 
Easterners' 
Bianca. 

Now she 
has to deal 
with the 
landlord 



If you're busy working to earn 
your money, the chances are that 
you don't have the time to ensure 
that you're making the most of the 
amounts you can afford to save or 
invest for the future. 

The market for savings and investment 
opportunities is so broad and complicated 
that it would be a full time job for you to 
explore and understand all th’e options 
thoroughly. And you already have a full- 
time job. 

This means that it's frustratingly 
easy to miss out. You could be missing 
opportunities to save tax. You may have 
money in accounts and savings plans 
which offer uncompetitive growth rates. Or 
equally, you may be taking unnecessary 
and inappropriate risks with your money. 

When you've worked so hard 
to earn your money in the first 
place, you deserve to know that 
it's working hard for you. 

That's why, at Clerical Medical, we've 
introduced a service specially designed for 


busy people. It's called Provision and its 
purpose is to help you deal with the kind of 
long-term financial issues which it's all too 
easy to put off for another day - like 
maximising the return on your savings. 

The Provision sen/ice is delivered to 
you by a professional Financial Planner 
who is rewarded with a salary and a bonus 
that takes account of actual customer 
satisfaction. For details, and a free 
Information Pack, explaining how Provision 
is different and better, call us now, free of 
charge on 0800 80 60 60 , quoting ref: 
11206 or complete and return the 
coupon below. 

WITH PROVISION YOU CAN: 

■ develop the most tax-efficient 
savings strategy 

■ make sure that your savings 
and investments are in line 
with your long-term goals 

■ strike the right balance between 
risk and potential reward 


FREE 

INFORMATION 

PACK 





When you reply, 
we'll send you a 
free Information 
Pack detailing how 
Provision works and how it can 
help develop the most tax-efficient 
savings strategy. 

We'll also send you a stylish 
Provision pen, with our 
compliments. 



Call Free on 0800 80 60 6 
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About Clerical Medical & General Life 
Assurance Society, the company behind 
Provision. 

. Clencal Medical & General Life Assurance Socieiy 
was founded in 1824 to serve the needs of clerics and 
medics, the leading professionals of that time Today, as 
a. leading provider of pensions, investments and life 
assurance. Clerical Medical Investment Group manages 
funds of around £13 billion. 

Our Provision Financial Planners draw upon Clerical 
Medical's wide range of pensions, life assurance and 
investment plans designed, for today’s career-minded 
people. So, when you choose the Provision sen/ice for 
your financial planning needs, you can be confident 
you're dealing with a company of the highest quality 
and reputation. Only Clerical Medical products will be 
recommended where appropriate to your needs 


£>nirs open Sam to 9pm Monday to Thursday. Sam to 5pm Friday and 9jm to Scm Saturday and Sunday 


Only available to resident m Enqlana and Wales 
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YES, please send me a free Information Pack on financial planning with Provision, along 
with my complimentary Provision pen. Post today, without a stamp to: Clerical Medical 
Investment Group, financial Planning Centre. FREEPOST, Narrow Plain, Bristol BS2 OAB. Financial Planning fm the Pmfewional 
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Independent Financial Adviser fit any) 



Clerical Medical 

11206 Hissassi&iERiraasni^H 
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That crisp £20 note is a fake How can 

Hi-tech criminals can produce forgeries that will fool bank cashiers - and even some anti-counterfeit machines, writes George Campbell 




A lthough there were 
2.500 prosecutions 
for passing forged 
notes last year and 
sortie £25 m was 
seized, one bank- 
note in a hundred in circu- 
lation is a forgery, and num- 
bers are on die increase. 

Although many shops 
and filling stations use a 
variety of devices, including 
marker pens and ultra-vio- 
let light screens, to detect 
the cruder fakes, the best 
forgeries, including £10 and 
£20 as well as £50 notes, are 
now almost impossible to 
detect by eye. thanks to 
advances in sophisticated 
computer technology and 
colour printing. It is esti- 
mated that some £10Qm 
worth of fake notes are 
now washing around in the 
system. 

The Bank of England 
plays down the gravity of 
the situation. “It’s not seri- 
ous." said a spokesman. 
"Less than I per cent of the 
£18bn of genuine money in 
circulation is fake." 

But critics disagree. John 
Hall, head of security at the 
1, 700-strong Co-Operative 
Wholesale "Society chain, 
reckons it is getting worse: 
“Over the last year, coun- 
terfeit money Through our 
stores has jumped 20 per 
cent." he suid. 

“The quality of the forg- 
eries has improved enor- 
mously and the counter- 
feiters have switched from 
photo-copying to com- 
puter-generated graphics, 
which give a cleaner image 
and are more difficult to 
detect." 

A genuine note should 
feel crisp, have a metallic 


strip, a watermark and 
sharp clear printing. Forg- 
ers at the sharp end of 
technology can now repro- 
duce all these qualities. 

The consumer, and not 
the banks or building soci- 
eties, takes the hit when a 
forged note is discovered. 
Linder the Forgeries and 
Counterfeiting Act ( 1981), 
anyone passed a fake 
banknote must hand it to 
the police with no com- 
pensation. Passing on fake 
notes is a criminal offence. 

Banks and building soci- 
eties. however, are not 
legally obliged to reim- 
burse you even if they issue 
you with forged notes 
through their cash 
machines. Also, counter- 
feit notes are now so 
sophisticated that even 
experienced cashiers at the 
counter - not to mention 
their security equipment - 
cannot always tell the dif- 
ference between a real 
note and a fake. 

The Building Society 
Ombudsman is about to 
to give a decision on a 
landmark case involving 
Bradford & Bingley and a 
Yorkshire housewife. 
Tracey Cullen took legal 
action after the society’s 
Selby branch wrongly 
accused her of including 19 
forged notes in a £4,800 
cash deposit. 

Tracey explained: “It 
was a nightmare. I was 
shamed and humiliated by 
a member of the Bradford 
& Bingley staff in front of 
other customers. The 
woman cashier questioned 
19 notes. I was detained in 
the branch with my eight- 
month old daughter for 50 


minutes. The notes were 
taken into the manager's 
office and the police were 
called.” 

Mrs Cullen was then 
frog-marched out of the 
branch in front of other 
customers and taken to 
the police station. After 
her arrest, police called in 
experts from Yorkshire 
Bank to examine the sus- 
pected forgeries. 

“The police attitude 
changed completely when 
the bank said the notes 
were genuine. I was 
released on bail pending 
the outcome of forensic 
tests by the Bank of Eng- 
land,” she explained. 

“Next morning, the 
police informed me the 
tests had proved conclu- 
sively the notes were gen- 
uine and the society had 
dropped the charges.” 

Counterfeit notes are 
also plaguing small busi- 
nesses, according to 
Stephen Alambritis of the 
Federation of Small Busi- 
nesses. “We have heard 
strong rumours that the 
banks are instructing their 
staff to feed fake money 
back into circulation. 
Quite often, hard-worked 
bank staff will sometimes 
hand the foiged note back 
to the customer to avoid 
embarrassment.” 

While acknowledging 
the problem, the Bank of 
England argues vehe- 
mently against compen- 
sating those who lose out 
to the counterfeiters. The 
Bank is convinced coun- 
terfeiters would turn to 
making cash out of the 
compensation fund. “It 
would be like asking us to 


Tracey Cullen was 
accused of passing 
them fake notes. But 
the building society 
was wrong -tin 
notes were proved 
quite genuine 


underwrite the crime." says 
a spokesman. 

“Big high street con- 
cerns have invested heav- 
ily in anti-counterfeiting 
security.” says a spokes- 
woman for "the British 
Retail Consortium. “Staff 
are trained to spot dud 
notes, and the bigger stores 
will also get regular visits 
from the police warning 
them of the latest scams.” 

A British company has 
developed a new micro- 
processor system able to 
detect forged notes. In 
trials, it picked out 4,000 
fakes provided by the Bank 
of England and the police, 
and the makers say it will 
detect counterfeits which 
defeat systems that use 
ultra-violet light or marker 
pens. Only 10 per cent of 
the test notes were caught 
by ultra-violet systems. 

John Wilkinson of MEI 
Electronics in Wokingham, 
Berkshire, which has 
developed the new Cash- 
guard, said: “Some of 
those systems can be 
fooled by coating a fake 
note with ordinary suntan 
oil products.” 

Cashguard costs £250 
and can fit on to a check- 
out desk or till. A note is 
inserted in a slot and light 
with a wide range of wave- 
lengths is shone on to it. 
Sensors measure how 
much light is reflected 
back, and at what wave- 
lengths. 

The micro-processor 
analyses this combination 
and compares it against a 
stored profile of the char- 
acteristics of valid notes, 
sounding an alarm for 
fakes and susoect notes. 


Investing in the UK is fine. 


But I wanted 
a PEP that went 
a little further." 
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As a serious investor looking for growth, you 
wouldn’t invest in just one company. So why 
invest in just one country? 

. Fidelity’s Investment Trust PEP 
offers you three trusts investing in 
the UK and further abroad. 

Fidelity Special Values Pic takes advantage 
of the UK Stockmarket. Fidelity European Values 
Pic invests across the Continent and Fidelity 
Japanese Values Pic targets excellent growth 


1 % 

discount until 
1st April % 


opportunities in smaller to medhimsized companies 
in Japan. «■ 

You have an opportunity to invest up to £6,000 
in total tax-free in one, two or all three funds.* 
There is a 1% discount on initial charges until 
1st April 1996. So for your free Investment Trust 
PEP brochure, contact your independent financial 
adviser or call Fidelity on the number opposite.. 

•We think you’ll feel more athdme with a PEP 
that also invests abroad. 




WMM 

Callfrcc 9am-6pm. Open 7 days. 

Or contact us oil liltp://wss u.fid-iiitlxom uk 



Post performance is no ^uaranree of future rerums- The value of shares in the Investment Trust PEP and the income from diem may go down as well as rip mi 
you mar get bad less than you Invested. "Only £1500 can be invested in Fidelity Japanese Values He via a fidelity Investment Trust PEP. If shares are 
purchased through a professional advisee, commission may be deducted from your contributions. The annual management charge for FEV pic ami FJV pic is 
1 % and Q.*S% for FSV pic. Fidelity Investment Trusts are managed by Fidelity Investments International. The FideStyPEP Is offered by Fidelity investments 
Limited. Both companies are regulated by 1MRO and the Personal Investment Authority. Tat assumptions are subject to statutory change. The value of Bor 
savings and eligibility to invest in a PEP will depeni upon individual drcumsances. • 
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Stop the tax man biting into your savings. 
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Frightening fact: 

- *J- \'cr\ 3 out of 4 of us are 


' *?*•* 

account than the customers of any other 



... ., paying way too much 

: ' V*; ■ y* 

' /' tax on our savings. 

f i'- tk Don't be one of them. 

Instead, call for the Guide to 
Tax-Free Savings with TSB. 

In the past five years , TSB customers have 
enjoyed a better return from a tax-free savings 


. “>♦ 


major high street bank.' 

And just think , unth TSB your 

money could have grown by 25% in the last 

* ** 

ir -iQ . ^ar." No tax , no catch. 

Stop the tax man biting into your 
savings . Call TSB PhoneBank and ask for our free 
Guide to Tax-Free Savings with TSB. 

We can even make an appointment for you at 



your local TSB branch.' - 
Remember, to make 
the most of your 
tax-free allowance you need 
^ ^ ^° re 

Enticing fact: We'll also 
tell you how you could win a £6,000 PEP. 



FREE 0500 


400 
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your original investment. 3cm '■> Tirficnsi ovsnyroem Fmancal Pro motion Ua TSB IM lusts a V* we °*vira. trv«oe-c-r a.ew. n-t n. x -J ina T50 Gnw Aonce o» '«vn™ralii.o«** orb »? mmgn e'e s cf Tc Gfcuc Tbebscu of ualiqn S nAefi con donga art on tamnd * OHI,,0 ° a,t * y ° a *™ Sf u ** n 

TESSi«#vl .y • m-4 #1 "ta* romisol Ol la. arwnpt sum; & ae Wl cicairc .'fct ^ Wrt. c* .'_w d t-Ce. rfc*.*! vnen vm rjfc M uxnrtoa am nomsu 1S0 BsK tV Vcvona Squ «• BnvgOmBI IBC Ro*«ofnd m En±au a * Sou n» Gudfl 3.1 .^6. 

Srcrat Sew* RcyoM o 3a*«i tis a ;?37 —w— YOn. No 10®Ma.TSBBort ScoCsnd pk. Hmy Duncwi House. 


Surname: {Mr/Mrf/Mitf/Mt} 


First .Vjvw: 


Yes. I u ould like ;o receive my Guide m T^x-Free Suriugs with TSB. 
Address: 
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D Wa want you 
to say 


YES 


• Pan Code:... 

WVd like to cunLKt yuu from time to tune with details about sen-ices from TSB and other T 5 B Croup companies if we think they’d interest you. However, if you'd prefer not to he told about these services, please tick this box. Q Send to; TSB fft n-.n.-i. PKfrpocr 

(BMo 334 ). Glasgow 
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Best borrowing rates 



money 


F« Incentive 


Raferaptoo 

penalty 




Fraud rate* • 

ScartxHUUgJi BS 0800 590547 ' 025ferlyear 
SiptimBS 01756 700500 3.7S to 3fi^S8 


FirstHortEagE 0800 0800088 6_85 to I/MJ1 

Variable rates 

Scafborougp BS 0300530547 . . 1 J)9 to 1 year 


70 0-75% — 1st 5yn.- 734% sum repaid 

75. £295. Tree mempt ms t 3 1st 5 yrs: 5% of imbalance 

mttisBSCias 

75 £775 — fo 1/5AJ3: 6 njths mteest 


3.89for2 years 


tertheiu ftock BS 01422333333 
First few buyers fired rates 
Bristol t West BS 0800100117 
NaWtedHometos 0800 400999 . 
Northern Rock BS 0800 5915® 
First time buyers variable rates 
ftwripaffly BS 01722344m 
Greenwich BS * 0181 858 8212 

Derbyshire BS 013228410® 


4.0 to 30/4/99 . 

® 

— 

0^5to3Wi97 

90 

£275 

4.19 to 31/3/98 

95 

£145. 

659 to 1/5/01 

95 

£235 

LflOtoMW 

« 

' _ - 

339for2years 

95 

— 

.4.79 for 3 years 

90 

£125 


-- •• 

G.^/vT-'V; 


95 — £150 cash rebate 1st 5 yrs: rebate redauntf 

S 64% of sum repad 

75 E125 Free val. fee refund, 1st 4 yrs. iwftv dimmed 

£250 remortg^es 


To 304/01 8 4% of advance 


lb 31/1701- orths art 
To 3173/01:5% of advance 
1st 6 yre: 5% of sura repaid 


90 — — " To 31/5/01: discount recfcnd 

95 — — Id 5yrs:tfccoinrt reclaimed 

90 £125 lyr foe ASU, free val lst5yrs:md» d etenwink>ed 
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Unsecured 

Direct tine 0141 248 996 

MtifandBank 0800 ISaiSO 

Clydesdale Bank 08® 240024 

Secared (second charge) 

Clydesdale Bank 08® 240024 

Royal B of Scotland Via branch 

First Direct 08® 242424 


Fixed monthly payments {£3.000 over 3 years) 
With Insurance Wrihoat msos&ce 


01412489966 * USE 
08® 1S01S0 15.40 


£114.41 
‘ £116-54 
£11334 

Max UV Advance 


8.® Neg 
9® 70% 
9® 80% 


£3K-£15K 
225K-E100K 
£3K to neg 


£10259 
£103.14 . 

£10353 

Terre 

6 mtts to 25 jeers 
3 years- retirement 
Up to 40 years 




Arborised 


Unauthorised 


■Tetephoiw 

Woolwich BS 0800 400900 

Affiance* Leicester BS 0500959535 

Abbey National . 0500 200500 


%pm APR ■ %pm APR 

0.76 95 ■ 218 295 



Telephone 

number 


FEAR OF FINANCE P 7 ~~ 
Clifford Gorman s ^<-^ 1 . 




PwtnwuBS 

SktotoflBS 


QI2022S2444 
01756 700511 


Co-operative Barir G3452520® 


Septan BS 


01756 700511 


install Access 
High Street 
ftCRhiSer 
High Stiest 


t ’■ iy.-i *'■ »/£>'> 


Bodanghamshire BS 01494 873064 

Direct Une 0181667 1121 

Direct Une 0181667 1121 

Scottish Widows Sank 0345 829829 


ChrtemGcid 
fasten; Savings 
facta* Sawn$ 
Instant Access 


Manchester 8S 01618349465 45 Day 

Bradford A BmgfeyBS 0345 248248 Brest SC 
Bradford A Binglej BS G345 248248 D-redSO 
Chelsea BS 08® 2725® 120 Accent 


F VI! 


Co-operative Bank 03452520® 
Leopold Joseph A Sons 01715882323 
Bradford A Bingtey 8S 0345 248248 
Bradford A BstiayBS 0345248248 

FIXED RATE BONDS 

West Bromwich BS 01216808024 
Hbohnch BS 0800 2222® 
Stood & Swindon BS 0345 252423 
First National BS 01232314050 


Pathfinder 

AOBayffcfe 

DiredS? 

Direct® 


Fasti Rate Bend 
Fared Rate Bind 
Wrrettai Find 




Robert Ftemra^SAP 08® 829024 

Werawpit Besson 01202 502404 


Afiance & Leicester BS 0115 272 7272 A liana 

Chebsa BS 08® 717515 Classic Poste! 


f £ ' .■-iv/iijsjrs >Y_i' 




076 • 95 220 ' 29.8 

0.79 95 2.18 295 





APR AnMnSud percentage rate " JJVLoan & vaias 

A 133% (193% APR) hr ofsbM met SIX.. ' ■ 0 Mo mkmst fwe penod 

E Aw&fltoto compatmsmwobr romance potio/Wtka a&d em 22 jears. 

H Amxal fee * 3 ^^ to fear tv cart dtmg emote foac ■ • 

Ml ratesisid^ to donrawitto notice. MNEffACTS 01SS2 500677 


ASU AceMent, setoen and anempb/ment 
N Special /ate onBXJm 1996 
G anori rate 5% abcoeRFkmag base rate. 
MB&Nalent to base rata. . . 

8 Man* 1996 


Premium life 0800414J11 

Financial AsswaBce 0181 380 3388 

Financial Assurance 01S1 380 3388 

Financial Assurance 0181 380 3388 

Abbey Ufa 0120? 292373 
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Year 
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£2.500 

5.10 

Year 
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£5.050 

537 

Month 


£30.350 
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Pits: 

£!.MD 

5® 

yfear 

Tdsctoa 

£10.0® 

5.0 

ter 

Teteptwire 

£25.5® 

5J30 

ter 

?tstel 

£53.002 

6.15 

ter 
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£25533 

6.^ 

ter 

SO day? 

£15 M3 

6.® 

Year 

30 day ? 

£32.0® 

720 

ter 

12u!tey 

£5.030 

6.® 

Year 

fartate 

£5.030 

537 

Month 

42szy 

£10.0® 

632 

Month 

95 dav? 

£55.000 

6® 

Month 

90 day? 

£30.0® 

7.® 

Mogtti 

31/1/57 

£5.®0 

530 

Maturity 

Zyrtaal 

£1/100 

6.40F 

tear 

2/4/59 

£2.000 

?.®F - 

ter 

4 jr&ond 

£1.0® 

?.®f 



£1.0® 

525 

3 Months 

instent 

£2.5® 

5.M 

Month 

tastarrt 

£5.0® 

5.® 

Mrnrit 

Instant 

£25,0® 

525 

Year 

■riV 




1 y&ar 

£20.000 

4.®FN 

ter 

2year 

£5.0® 

525FN 

ter 

3 year 

£5.0® 

5.5QFN 

ter 

4 year 

£50® 

5.75FN 

Year 

5 year 

1 -.“ 

£50.000 

630FN 

Yes 
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P oor old Eddie must be 
wondering if he w as wise 
to sign up for the Ken 
and Eddie show. Eddie was 
meant to be the brains of the 
team when the double act 
was set up two years ago to 
assure the world that 'con- 
trolling inflation would lake 
precedence over political 
knockabout in future. Alter 
fluffing his lines last year, 
Eddie is now looking more 
and more like the stooge, 
while Ken is increasingly 
able to write the scripts to 
suit his political objectives. 

He has been able to 
ignore new evidence that 
consumer spending is 
already picking up strongly, 
because this can be 
explained by the effects of 
income tax cuts announced 
last November to take effect 
next month - and by the 
sudden release of cash 
locked up in Tessa accounts 
for the past five years. The 
vast bulk has been rein- 
vested but even 5 per cent of 
the money released would 
add £1 billion to consumer 
spending. 

The first tentative signs 
that the housing market is 
picking up will not have 
caused Ken any worries 
either. His political instincts 
will tell him that without a 
bit of feel-good between 
now and the election the 
Tories are dead and buried. 

But there is a genuine 
economic case for loweT 
interest rates as well. 
Research published this 
week by Pan mu re Gordon 
shows that over the last 20 
years an inverted graph of 
interest rates matches the 
performance of the econ- 
omy - as measured by the 
index of longer leading’ indi- 
cators - remarkably well, 
with the exception of elec- 
tion year in 1992. and again 
in 1996 when the economic 
outlook has plunged in spite 
of falling interest rates. The 
outlook is now as bad as it 


Northern Rock, Guero 01481 7146® 
Northern Rock. Goon 01481 7146® 
Afiance A LacsflOM) 01624 663566 
Bliam Mdsfiires,Guem 01481 700680 


Offshore Instant 
Offshore Instant 


Fired Account 


Investment AcowHt 


Income Band 


CtekteiBond 
First Option Bond 


Pensioner's Gteed Income Bond 
IKS Certifiers (tax-free) 

43nd issue 
9th Index Inked 

Children's Bond Issue H 


Instant 
Instant 
lyr bond 
3L1.99 

£25/)® 

£50.0® 

£25.0® 

£5.0® 

6.70 

6.® 

6.95 

725F 

ter 

ter 

Year 

ter 
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I month 

£20 

5.® 

ter 


£5® 

5.® 
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was when base rates were at 
15 per cent during the '80s. 

The truth is that inflation 
is still weak, and real inter- 
est rates, after deducting 
the rale of inflation, arc 
actually rather high. 

Even today real base rates 
arc over 3 per cent and real 
borrowing costs are well 
above base rate. Personal 
loans and especially credit 
card rates are particularly* 
expensive. Better still the 
rest of the world is on a sim- 
ilar course, and the UK is 
not inviting an attack on 
sterling by going against 
worldwidctrends. 

Yesterday’s cut was not 
dramatic, but tiny cuts suit 
the Chancellor well and the 
latest is unlikely m be the 
last. There could well be 
another two or three before 
the election. The Halifax 
has led the way for further 
cuts in mortgage rates, 
intensifying the war between 
the public companies and 
the mutualsstill further. But 
banks and huilding societies 
still have fixed costs to cover 
and savings rates are also set 
to fall. 

We can expect the cost of 
short-term discounted mort- 
gages to dwindle towards 
vanishing point, but savers 
must expect the returns on 
easy access accounts for 
small sums to drop to 
derisory levels. 

Investors who chose fixed 
rate Tessas rather than vari- 
able rates when they started 
renewing their accounts in 
January will certainly be giv- 
ing themselves a pat on the 
back, while borrowers who 
took out fixed rate mort- 
gages over the last two years 
must be kicking themselves, 
and their financial advisers 
as well. 

The Penman's decision 
to knock a full point off its 
fixed rate loans is an 
attempt to recapture the 
initiative which others will 
surefv follow. 


THE NEW 
MARKS & SPENCER 
GUARANTEED 


IMPORTANT REASONS 
TO CONSIDER 
INVESTING 
IN OUR PLAN 


CAPITAL 
INVESTMENT 
PLAN 


The value of. your original investment 
guaranteed on the 5th anniversary* 
Potential for Tax-Free* growth through 
the Marks & Spencer UK 100 Companies 
Fund which, currently tracks the FT-SE* 
100 index. 

Shares In the top UK 100 Companies, as 
measured by the FT-SE® 100 Index, have 
grown by 73% + in the last 5 years. 

Access to your investment ai all times 
No initial charge and no exit charge 
An alternative to higher rate savings 
accounts and Tessas. 


A Personal Equity Plan 
and a special guarantee 
from Marks & Spencer 
Financial Services 


OFFER CLOSES 
4TH APRIL 1996 

For full details of the Plan including an 
application form and terms and conditions 
simply' call free on 0800 363+32 quoting 1N09. 


Call free 


830am to 8pm weekdays, 
:8.30am to 3pm weekends. 


Please remember the value of units and the 
income from them can go down as well as up. 

Also past performance is no guarantee of future 
performance. 

* Any Income or capital growth from a PEP is free 
of personal tax. Any reference to tax is based on 
the Plan Managers understanding and may be 
subject to change. Any relief is subject to each 
persons financial circumstances. 
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Scottish Mortgage & Trust. 




Many jieople cliooxr Semiish Mortgage a* their 
First exposure in ihe wlncLmarkel. It is nnt- of t h»- 
lai^e&i invtsalmenl Iniris in tlie UK and by 
investing in well -managed companies mertris 
as well as 31 home it sels oul In offer ils 
shareholders a eeiisihly divcrsifiitl portfolio nf 
high quality rnmponies. An excellent start. 


BAILLLE 

GIFFORD 

&Co 


Sr<iitislt Mfirtguge - gn.il is lo deliver gnv«d Inn" 
lemi perfumianre in bulb i*api|jl value- ami 
di\ ideiuls. It- Ji'hievemrnts an 1 reflei-li-d in a 
Jnlal return r>l iailr over 5 year> and 389Tr 
n\er 10 >ear>. wiili its dividend growth ahead nf 
inflation over eai’li nf the last L3 \ ears'. 
A first clas- finish! 


You can invest in Seotliah Mortgage tia a PER a regular Savings Scheme or a lump sum. perhaps from d TESSA =urplu*. 
For further infnnualion on any nf these options please call us FREE on OoOO 4lfjf.it.ifi nr retum I he i.*uu[uin belnw. 
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To Lindsev Creig. Baillie Gifford Savings Manugemeitl Ltd. FREEPtlhT EH101S, i Rutland Luiirl. EdinLureh KH30EB 
Please send me more infnnnalion mi Sculli'sh Mortgage, ifo PEP ami Savings S hem* 


Nome: 

Address: 
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BAD DEALS: In her desire to move on and up in 
the world of advertising, Marcella Speller made all 
the right moves. Except when planning her pension 


M arcella Speller is 
marketing direc- 
tor of Internet 
Holiday Rentals, 
the Erst company 
in the UK to spe- 
cialise in using the Infor- 
mation Superhighway to 
promote private homes 
available for self-catering 
holidays around the world. 

After 10 years in adver- 
tising Speller took an MBA 
and has since held senior 
and board level marketing 
appointments with blue- 
chip companies. 

She says that her worst 
mistake has been the cumu- 
lative neglect of her pension 
plans. 

“After graduating at the 
University of East Anglia in 
1971 my first job was with 
British Rail. During your 
twenties, of course, you 
don't even think about pen- 
sions. and when T left to join 
an advertising agency in 
1974 it was still the last 
thing on my mind. 

“In my tw enties and thir- 
ties. while working my way 
up the career ladder, I had 
a series of jobs, most of 
which 1 left within two years 


as I was headhunted for the 
next one. There was no 
such thing as a personal 
pension in those days. The 
whole pensions industry 
was designed for people 
who started work at 16 and 
weren't expected to leave 
the company until they 
were 65. 

“When my generation 
came along, and moving 
jobs became a way of life, 
we discovered that you 
couldn't take your pension 
with you. Even worse, if 
you left the company within 
two years, you didn’t get the 
benefit of employer's con- 
tributions. You were simply 
refunded for payments you 
had made during the period 
of your employment." 

Over the years Ms Spel- 
lar worked her way up in a 
variety of different compa- 
nies, then in 1981 took a 
year off to do an MBA, 
before joining Heinekcn as 
senior manager of Euro- 
pean projects, based in 
Amsterdam and Ireland. 

"In 1984 1 returned to 
Britain and set up my own 
business offering consul- 
tancy, venture capital and 


Marcella Spelter.- Fait 
’cheated’ by her treatment 
under the pensions system 
of the Eighties 


marketing for hi-tech com- 
panies. By then I was 34. 1 
took out a self-employed 
pension, but I had omy paid 
£1800 into it when I was 
offered a job as senior mar- 
keting manager with Avis. 
The regulations in those 
days meant Z couldn't have 
continued with my personal 
pension even if I had 
wanted to because I wasn't 
self-employed any more. 

“Instead, my contribu- 
tions were frozen until I 
reach 60. I don't know 
whether I can free them 
under the new legislation 
because it's all so compli- 
cated. There are so many 
reams of paper, it's as if they 
don't want you to under- 
stand it” 

Between 1985 and 1989 
Ms Spelter worked for three 
different companies in 
senior marketing roles, but 
each time she was made 
redundant - because of 
restructuring. • 











M&G now offers you a choice of 3 unit trust funds available 
through The M&G PEP with no initial charge and no 
withdrawal fee after 5 years. 


The new M&G Corporate Bond PEP Fund - 7.5% estimated 
tax-free income* for immediate high income 


“I wasn’t in any of the 
jobs for as long as two years, 
so each time they just 
handed my pension contri- 
butions back, mostly with- 
out interest and always 
without employer’s contri- 
butions. Even so, it wasn't 
until I was approaching 40 
that I thought: Hang on a 
minute, Tm half-way 
through my career and what 
pension have I got to show 
fork?' 

“My next job was as sales 
and marketing director for 
a company in the travel 
industry, and once again I 
was forced to contribute to 
its pension scheme. This 
time I resigned due to an- 
te tolerable boss. A.: week 
later, while I was still Work- 
ingout the notice on my 12- 
month contract, he fired me 
for gross misconduct so that 
he wouldn’t have to pay me. 

“I took legal- action,- won 
my case and got my pension 
handed back, but .'still with 
no employer's contribution, 
no interest, no nothing. By 
now I was 42 and I felt really 
cheated. Pension contribu- 
tions are meant to.be a tax- 
efficient investment, yet my 
employers had been taking 
that money, using hand get- 
ting the interest on it 
themselves. 

Tve been pricing now 
from 1971 to 1996, and - 
allowing for a year off to 
study - that's 24 years dur- 
ing which I should have 
built up a sizeable pennon. 
After all, I was earning up 
to £70,000 a year. " 

“Instead, I lost a lot of 
money. The rate of inflation 
between 1976 and 1981 
alone was fluctuating 
between 12 and 18 per cent, 
so even a return of 5 per 
cent would have been dis- 
honest It was daylight robr 
bery and I was furious. 


“The- trouble is, when 
you're starting a new job 
you've gotso many things to 
think about, like the salary, 
and whether you'll get on 
with your new boss. It's very 
difficult to ask what will 

- happen to your contribu- 
tions if you leave wkhin two 
years because it wouldn't go 
down very welL 

“Fbrtunately, one of the 
first . reforms of the 
Thatcher era was the intro- 
duction of portable pen- 
sions. It was in recognition 
of the fact that times have 
. changed: people do get 
made redundant compa- 

- nies do get downsized, and 
if you haven't been there for 
two years you are in a vul- 
nerable position. It was 1993 
before I finally took out a 
private pension scheme, and 
now that I have, no com- 
pany in the future will be 
able to force me to con- 
tribute to theirs. 

“I've never been very 
good at Investing money. I 
tike earning k and spending 
it on things like houses, but 
T don’t like the uncertainty 
of putting it where I can’t 
see IL And I don’t think fm 
alone: even now that so 
many women are financially 
independent, we still don’t 
give enough thought to our 
future security." . . 

. Other people, she says, 
should learn from her mis- 
takes: “The fact is, you have 
to look after yourself, 
because nobody else is 
going to do iL If you are 
likely to move in less than 
two years, don't join a com- 
pany pension scheme with- 
out seeing an independent 
financial adviser first 

“Make sure you take out 
a pension plan that suits 
your personal needs, and if 
you're still inyoor twenties, 
..don’t put it off. Do it now.” 


The M&G Managed Income PEP Fund - for growing income 



• The M&G Managed Growth PEP Fund - for capital growth yOUf C3Sh diSpGflSGF 
The capital value of, and income from, units are not guaranteed. By Dido Sandier 


For details return 
the coupon or 
telephone 
(01245) 390 000 


r 

i 

& 


(24 hour literature 
service). 


For your security 
all telephone calls 
are recorded. 


*The estimated gross 
redemption yield on 
The M&G Sterling High 
Interest Fund within 
The M&G PEP (The M&G 
Corporate Bond PEP) was 
7,5% as at 1st March 1996. 
At that date the estimated 
gross distribution yield 
was 7.6%. 


To: The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. Please send me details of 
The M&G PEP range. 

NO SALESMAN WILL CALL 

You should contact your independent financial adviser {if you have one) before investing. 
The price of investments and the income from them can go down as well as up. The value to 
you of the tax benefits will depend on your own circumstances. The tax regime of PEPs could 
change in the future. 


Mr/Mrs/ 

Miss 


INITIALS 


SURNAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


EH-NFAESK 


M&G does not offer investment advice or offer any recommendations regarding investments. 
We only market the packaged products and services of the M&G marketing group. 

issued by M&G Financial Services Limited. 

(Regulated by The Persona! Investment Autnonfy, 

M&G Unit Trusts are managed by M&G Securities 
Limned, j Regulated by iMRG ana The Persons* 

Investment Authority) 




D oes your cash dispenser 
give you extra money 
absolutely free? If ft’s a 
NatWest branch hole in the 
wail, it probably does. From 
Monday money-off vouchers 
will accompany cash with- 
drawals at a thousand sites up 
and down the country. 

First to emerge through the . 
slot will be discount offers of 
up to £50 on Seafrance cross- 
Channel ferries, and a pro- 
motion around the launch of 
the Walt Disney video 
Pocahontas. Others to follow 
include vouchers for large 
stores, manufacturers and 
assorted high profile brands. 

This type of voucher system 
has been very successful in 
tests, with brands such as. 
Sainsbuiy’s, Coca Cote and 
Mars achieving redemption 
rates as high as U per cent 
Comparable leaflet drops, by 
contrast achieve only a 1-2 
per cent response rate. * 

It’s all about added value, 
says NatWest's marketing 
department — giving cus- 
tomers extra service from 
their cash till 
It’s also about making 


money for the bank - lots of 
it They won’I. disclose’ how 
much- commercially sensitive 
information this, v 

Aidvertisers wiD .be tempted 
by the opportunity to target 
specific .areas or neighbour- 
hoods, and in the long term, 
individuals who withdraw 
large amounts of. cash. The 
bank says this would not 
invade customer privacy. 

On the back of tbeyouch- 
ers there wfll be information 
about offers from the bank’s 
own portfolio of financial ser- 
vices. Like its' main rivals - 
Lloyds _TSB, Midland and 
Barclays - NatWest is looking 
to maximise value from cus- 
tomers by cross-selling them 
products and services. The 
cash dispenser vouchers are 
just one of several ways. 

Each bank would like to 
become a one-stop shop for 
all their customers’ financial 
needs. Someone with a simple 
loss-making current account 
could be sold a whole range of 
products - a morrgage, pen- 
sion, life assurance, home and 
travel insurance,’ PEPs and 
Tessas. , 


We never mate /o<~ nam» and address ava.'ab’e ‘c 
unconnected organisations. We wii •c-ccasiorai.y vcj 
abou! other prodjcis or services c fferea 3* C'jrau-es 
and associated M&G Corncar-as. 
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Managing your money for the longer term 


for your endowment. 

CALL SEC MONEYLINE NOW 

0181 207 1666. 
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a happy retirement 


So what do financial advisers actually do? Sort out bad investment advice, that’s what. By Michael Royde 


T _be first principle of providing 
independent financial advice is 
to establish 'the objectives of a 
client before reconunending 
suitable investments. It is no 
good choosing an investment 
portfolio for growth if the client 
requires income. 

Two couples came to see me 
recently: both were retired. The first 
couple were the parents of my whole- 
sale broker. Norman, who deals with 
my general business, ie house insur- 
ance. Norman’s father is a member of 
■ Lloyd’s of London, suffers from seri- 
ous ill-health and lives in a nursing 
home. His mother has a shortfall of 
income because she has to pay the 
nursing home fees. 

His parents have a portfolio between 
them of approximately £400,000, which 
is currently providing an income of 
£20,000. The stockbrokers who were 
looking after the portfolio had not 


thought about the client's objectives. 
They were providing income oui of the 
portfolio through a mixture of gilts and 
equities, which were taxed, and invest- 
ing a portfolio of tax-free Personal 
Equity Plans (PEPs) for growth. 

Similarly, the Lloyd’s funds (the 
investments lodged with Lloyd’s as 
security for possible losses) were ori- 
entated towards producing capital 
growth rather than income and hence 
were not making proper use of the abil- 
ity to carry forward losses. 

I proposed that the PEP portfolio 
should be switched to provide the 
highest possible income, producing an 
annual return of 10 per cent paid 
quarterly. I suggested that the portfo- 
lio of gilts be switched to a lifetime 
income bond bought from an insurance 
company, which increased the net yield 
by approximately 30 per cent 

The risks attached to the lifetime 
income bond, which is based solely on 


War Loan, are the same as the gilt port- 
folio - they are rated AAA, but are 
slightly more volatile. With an increase 
in yield of 30 per cent net, the increased 
volatility is entirely justifiable. 

It is obviously mor e s ensible to 
select investments for PEPs to provide 
income rather than capital gains, 
because most people will pay no capi- 
tal gains tax anyway, but will almost 
always be liable to pay income tax, 
either at basic rate of 25 per cent (24 
per cent next tax year) or 40 per cent. 

Again because Norman's father was 
a member of Lloyd’s with some carry- 
forward losses it was better to switch 
his highest-yielding shares into his 
funds at Lloyds in order to make full 
use of the losses and eliminate any tax 
liability from this source of income. 

These simple changes increased the 
net income by over £5.000 per annum. 
There was some discussion as to 
whether he should remain a member 


of Lloyd's, writing only on life or 
motor syndicates, in order to make use 
of the inheritance-tax exemptions that 
apply to funds at Lloyds. 

However, there is only any point in 
doing this if both the wills of the par- 
ents are correctly written, making use of 
the nil rate band together with funds at 
Lloyds, which are regarded as business 
assets providing they are commensurate 
with the names' underwriting. 

My next clients were Victor and his 
wife. He had recently retired from a job 
in the construction industry with a good 
pension. His investments had been 
looked after by one of the major clear- 
ing banks and they had managed to 
generate no capital gains whatsoever 
for the last foe years. Victor had had 
some part-time’ consultancy, giving 
him an income of approximately 
£20,000 a year for the last few years, but 
this income was about to cease. 

Victor and I spent several hours dis- 


cussing his objectives and we agreed 
that the investment portfolio should be 
split into several parts. 

The first pan was to switch his gen- 
eral PEPs into a high-yield PEP, again 
yielding 10 per cent, payable quanerly. 
The funds invested in single company 
PEPs were re-invested in one of the 
water companies where the stockbro- 
ker fell there was a good prospect of 
dividend growth. 

Rather than opting for the lifetime 
income bond, Victor chose a bond with 
a yield of 1 1 per cent (this yield has sub- 
sequently dropped to nearer 10 per 
cent), with the return of the original 
capital dependent on a modest level of 
growth from the UK and US markets. 
The balance of the middle third was 
made up of guaranteed stock market 
bonds for Japan and a number of unit 
trusts and investment trusts. 

The third part of ihe portfolio was 
to be an investment in a residential 


property in the area in which Victor 
lived, at a cost of around £100/100. Vic- 
tor is currently looking at the market 
in his area through normal agents as 
well as examining the local auction 
houses. 

In addition we used up his unused 
piension relief by using a small pan of 
his capital for an immediate retirement 
annuity. Briefly he placed £20,000 into 
a pension plan'. This entitled him to tax 
relief of £8,000. He immediately cashed 
the contract, returning him £5,000 tax- 
free cash. The net investment was 
£7,000 (£20,000 - £8,000 - £5,000), which 
purchased a joint life annuity of £1.500 
per annum, giving a gross rerum of 
approximately 20 per cent. 

It goes without saying that use was 
made of the wife's allowances and 
basic rate tax band. 

I was pleased to be able to achieve 
both couples' objectives by increasing 
their income to meet their expenditure. 


Building societies 
under pressure 


By Clifford German 


P ity the marketing depart- 
ments of the building 
societies, fighting for 
advantage in a competitive 
market complicated by the 
struggle between mutual 
societies and those opting to 
becoming public companies. 

The demand for new gim- 
micks and discounts has cre- 
ated an unprecedented 
range of products. Then 
there’s the -Chancellors 
insistence on cutting base 
rates in quarter-point instal- 
ments - at a time when 
competitive pressures force 
lenders to respond to every 
change. Meanwhile savings 
packages have to be juggled 
to try to minimise the 
adverse impact of falling 
interest rates and retain as 
much existing business as 
possible. 

Response to the latest cut 
in base rates was swift yes- 
terday. Within an hour Hal- 
ifax Building Society cut its 
standard variable mortgage 
rate from 7.49 per cent to 
7 25 per cent immediately 
for new customers and from 
April 1 for 2.4 milli on exist- 



ing borrowers. It means the 
interest on an average 25- 
year endowment mortgage 
of £60,000 will fall from 
£346.43 to £33533 a month 
after tax relief savingfll.10. 

Abbey National has also 
cut its standard variable rate 
from 7.49 per cent to 734 
per cent with effect from 
Monday for new borrowers 
and May 1 for existing bor- 
rowers. On a typical repay- 
ment mortgage of £60,000 it 
will reduce monthly pay- 
ments from. £426.51 to 
£417.62, a saving of £8.89 a 
month. 

The Portman Building 
Society' responded to the 
latest drop in base rates and 
. the promise of further cuts 
to come by slashing the rate 
on new fee-free feed-rate 
mortgages between now and 
May 1998 by a full percent- 
age point to 4.99 per cent. 
Alternatively borrowers can 
opt to pay 5.99 per cent fixed 
until May 1998, with no 
redemption penalty if they 
decide to remortgage else- 
where or pay off their loan 
over the next three years. 


PERSON AL PEN SIGNS 

Do you need a personal 
pension that lets you vary 
contributions without 
paying a penalty ? 


You may be quite happy with your pension. Until you try 
' to change it. 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for dying. You begin to wonder 
just whose pension ic is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on 
their personal pension plans, should you wish to make 
changes. 

Happily. The Equitable Life has never paid commission 
to third parties for the introduction of new business. You 
don't have to commit yourself to paying identical 
contributions every year. And, should you dedde to retire 
early, tout benefits would be exactly the same as if you had 
chosen that date initially. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the U.K. 

If you'd like to know more, call Aylesbury (0990) 38 48 58 
or send off the coupon below for further information by post 
and by telephone. . 
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You profit from our principles i 
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APPLICATIONS MUST BE RETURNED BY 
12 NOON 1 3TH MARCH 1996. 


Perpetual’s new Income and Growth Investment Trust aims to produce 
capital growth and a higher than average income from UK companies. 
And it’s eligible for up to ^£1 2,000 of tax-free PEP investment. 


Perpetual 


Perpetual Portfolio Management Limited, POBox 131, Perpetual House, 47-49 Station Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1AP. Regulated by IMR.O 
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CINEMA 

Casino it's overlong and hkteouistyyfotert hut 
Martin Scorsese’s dissection oJ the tatt of Us 
Vegas is redeemed by operatic visuals, a 
camera so alive you carr feel it pufsirig ahd a 
pair of magnificent performances from .Robert 
0-= Niro and Sharon Stone (above). 
Underground After his scrappy.Americari fdfy 
Arizona Dream, Emir Kusturica reaches heights 
that his earlier work never hinted at rThe film'd 
ambition makes you giddy. : 

Withnail & I Bruce Robinson’s nasty, grubby 
little comedy gets 3 deserved re-relesse.: Star- 
ring Richard E Grant and Paul McGana . 

Ryan Gilbey 


THEATRE 

Vferts and All Compilation of wftty tteatie songs, 
by Drew and Stiles, performed wth.gusto by. 
frs incandescent Alison Jiear and Afed Jones. 
Yes; the Alert Jones. Wdtermill, Newbury: 
Observe tire Sons of Ubter Marching towards 
the Somme (above) Frank McGuirmes’s ele- 
giac First World .War play in. an outstandin^y 
lucid and moving production by Patrick Mason. 
Don’t miss, to rep, Barbican. London EC 2 - 
The Glass Menagerie One last week to see\Zoe 
Wanamaker and Claire Skinner shine in 
Tennessee. Williams's hearttyeaking master- 
piece." Comedy Theatre r London WC 2 '] 

• ' 

Ifoyid Benedta 



Speffixamd 'S«; ; ardsts : ^9irt' ftur' SirnrtBS®s : 
explore toe crossover. ^nd'c«>aiia, : 

lift an inspired mmeiriivt^ 

} (above), Ekrfpzzi '^.Grewiawayara.’pariict^adyj 
successful fraywartf Galfefyidhitori SEi.'r 




up toexpeiatiof^padjq firtatioomwito 

The Large Satfiec^Ja^iof^ 

Lord l^rtpnThiteLoridon eihii6Hions,^ftie 
RA.the V&A and cete&ke,the 

.centenary of thedeatojbfitreaniyBrfeh'. artist 



FILM 

WEST END 


^ ■ uV» ' .'u.-ri/e 

THE AMERICAN PBE9DEKT il5i kortunU: 
cnva-di PLrr.i ITJ"iSot> 

ANGELS AM) INSECTS i IM Adaptation 01 AS 
tfy.iU - niA-cl. MGM Suir Lenar .">.?< L 82ft 
BABE l Vl A pi^ allempt, d ir-ritJ landmc op -t- 
a Sundav rua. MOM TrwisA tt> L2.QS. 1'JS. 
All5;/2ili2L\4.3lft25.SJ5. M.Vi&dl 
BED OF ROSES 1 15 1 A •urkahuta mo to Mix* 
out her lr.iuhh.Tf pea. FT.:-., | Jfl. tiJft 
BRflVcHEART ( 15) Md Citron dfriiv am! 

JUT-. Ode.m -If. — .mm, ll.m. 7.4" 

THE BROTHERS HCHULLEH < 15) Thru. 
Ircdi'Amencun brother, -catch lor true knv 
and happinov. LAAi'ft MczzirJn- S.*) 

• CASMO I IS) A ptvfosninaJ c*mN*r rakes 
to a La» Vtpa anno. Ei^k LcceScr 
&puln' I2JU. 4. 15. ski. 1 1.45 (Soil MOM 
Inedible Sal I l.4iiam. 5 JO. 72ft, 1 1.IP: 

Son Ilia 4.1ft. SLID 

0UCE8BlfMIEil5) Frcncb-Linyuage oiitp- 
bitun of a Ruth Rendcll thnlhr \tCM 
Haymaker 2.15. 52lL i>25: MGM Swiss Coi- 
in- 1 55. 4J8X fcJS. S.45: MOM Tvtejdium 
C tot Knud 1 5ft. 425. 7 "ft. a.V 
CIOCCKS i ISI .An inner-aiy drug dealer e. 
vtiatpal with murder despite he brulher 
imnifls up |o rhe cntCi SlOM Irpoiuim 
l>25 i Sal). ti.iYj. llmidmuhl tSatr 
aufflSHJUS MMDS 1 151 Michelle PfeilTer doxx 
OJiWi \fczxn.v 5.|J. h. 25. SJO 
DESPERADO I IS) Wtaem homoix. Warn 
IK'S Etui 45". "1U. d_V>. 

DEVIL M A BUIE DRESS fL'i Denzel U>iimy>n 
*m MOM Panwn St IJS. 555. c>_Z5. N.45 
FATHER DF THE BRIBE II (1*0 > Sieic \Unin 
repnw. hr> lun&wd Differ role. MOM Tn*- 
caJm- LlftS. 125. 4.4ft. ' (ft 9J» 

THE ROWER OF BT SEDST 1 15 1 Almodovar 
eiMiimues he. iheme o CrarJed v«m 
4irr>.nmiied In hickeruip relative. Cuo» t 
ffcuKir I Ji i San. 5.40. njtf. 

• FRBKH TWST [GAZOK MAUUm i IM Frcneh 
Circe ah'ui a phOonderifb: hu>4tand. MOM 
ftr.j.hJi 1 5ft J 45. o.lO, H5i >. MOM H’lmt- 
I him tV»Pt ft oj 4.i*. 1.55. 425: Hunter 
«.7I OtJ l.in. 5.40. 65U S.40 

• GET SH0R1T 1 1 5 1 A loan shark, hxomc-. 
rmrtieil in ihc film business. Empire Lac 
Sp: litre Sun t> 15: MiJM TnwJnv Sun 'OO 
GOLD BET 1 12 1 The laics James B ful varru 
Worn Mczzunine 115. 5.40. SJHt Pliar 
1115. 255. 5 45. S2S. MJUISai) 

LA HMNE i 1 5» Tensums c-odaie m a pimp uf 
eilmx-jlh mrw-i ncruejas. MOMPsutUm 
StKa Ua4.00.b.'AS50 

• HEM 1 15) Al P.iai».i and Ruben De Nm* 
in Mann's sor. MCM FiiHu.m RW I. ID. 

4.4>J. S2ir. 5F0A/ TmotJen- 114ft. 4.4ft. S2I). 

H« EjiJ I XM. 5.15. 4.411. 7.00. S. \5. 
lU.Vl. 1 1. 5ft 

THE HQRSEMAH OH THE ROOF 1 15 1 Epic I'hb cen- 
tury adivniun: TTw il&vnu ail". UP. ft jit 
I0HNMY MHEMOWC 1 1 5 1 .Adapuiwn of 
Will urn Gihs*.in's cvperpunk nine!, flamer 
Hen End I2n 

OHDU1U (Tfi) ILibin WiDums bevTirrtc 1 
l rapped ui J real-life Koid-eimc. fAAt*r 
LnccmrS^jun: 114ft. 52ft. 'o.fU S.4ft 
O LEAVING IAS VEGAS 1 1ft I Slrcvl-IcnH » ie* ol 
ihe diLA »orid of Las- Vecax 5ft i.lf Win - 
■nert, : 1 III. 5 4ft. 0 III. ft 4ft: MOM. St, ar 
■..van - l.l.i. 555. h rij. S25' Herw lliai 
EnJ iJv. b2ft. ft5ft. II 2i i 
9 A UTILE PRHCESS i LI ) .Vlapmin m of ihc 
Fhuh.’.-; Hnd^sm Bumeu children'll urns. 
MOM r.m O RouJ 1 50; MOM Tn vodur- 
II la 22U 425: llinv Cion End IlilJ. 1 Ift 
9 LOW HESS ( PG) Ted Dansem War- 
MOM Tnxjden, lilt'. 115.4 li. w;,me* 
Ho: EnJ 114ft 

LA (MORE HURT* i Ifti A.ifunjcorlviiinevHr. 
ihe munler of her rauiher In j Ku trior 
MO M /Vee jdigv 150 JA>. b ill H5ft 
LB IfiSERULES I III AdopLein .-f \ijor rt^o'-. 
■lax HionerTWa fcnif ll>.'.4t>x:Ui> 

THE MOST DESIRED MAH ( Iftl ijermon imasb- 
hil. MOM Swij Centre 125 O) 

9 OTHEU-D i II) Lawrence FisU-ume s jn 
"■ii.ui tlavnuJer 12.45. 515. 6.15. *J Oft- 
llam.T Hot Fjui 12U. 455. TJHl 
It POSTWO ( L5j A pximaD seeks help wilh 
ire Hers e>f Ihe heart MOM fiinwn Som 
12" 5 45. MU S 4ft; ,4ft71f ilu/jo/wn 
.litruir II". 525. ’520 
RENDEZVOUS IN PARIS ( TO i Series of ruuiralrv 
iv erxi'iinier. on the Parisian -ireeiv Kcnev 
115. 425. a 41i \55 

9 HciluWTHM 1 1 5 1 Rj-iberl L'miiei Jr stars 
.v a phy'oeian in die ermn of Kmg Ovaries 
II i 'Unit Herr EnJ 1145. 325. r.itf. s.45. 

II 4i if Sail 

9 SIIBRMA 1 pia i Remake uf ihe ’50s eliss«: 

■ its. nil a chauffeur's Jjughler win c atoed 
h> oval milli’naire b mi tiers. Empire Lcica- 
nr S,jtuirr 1 145 525. * l>5. si.45. 1 1 3u I Sat ); 
MOM TnrcuJrrv <>25. "J.<t5 
9 SENSE WO SEHSIBIUTT iL.1 1 Emma Thump- 
si >n slur, in die adapuik'n uf Jane Austen's 
dnr.sk’ nifttL BurSeun Cmma 3 ftl). n.L*. 

K.4i>. ClwiieJ Cati-mu 2J»L 52l » 4 1 5. i"«r- 
MsniJtr lua ? i«L Ri»r, Curam B«t 
End 1\S. 5 I5.S.I5 


9 SEVEN 1 IHl A series of munien Mump 

henna du deiecuies. Empire Leicester S^uur e 

H45.325.iitTiiSaivfi.45. 1 150 (Sat]; 

,lft 74f Tnnaiiav o25. 105. llmidnu^hl 
i Soli: fUnw Mczuninc 145. 5.45.^51' 
SHANGHAI TRIAD 1 15 1 Chinese ganesrer ihriQcr. 
MOM Suits Cenot 55iL 855 
SHOWGIRLS (Is) A dancer deeps bur way lu 
Dune. CUnvi Mezanine 255. S.J5 
9SI8AMGEQ*TS(iM A dealer in recorded 
memories sltscuvcK evidence of a murder. 
MOM TwcuL-ei I. Ift. 5.10L K40. 1 150 (Sait: 
ridzi Unuon.155. 550.8.45. 11.45 iSaiL 
turner Hot EnJ (12tl S I J. tvlft ^OO. 
limdmphi 

TO DIE FOR ( 15} Nicr4c Kidman stars. Lklem 
Mtszanme fi.40 

9 TRAKPOTTMG ( IK) Adaptation uf Irvine 
Webb's Qi.niel abmn Jruc culture. Bjdskjn 
Cinema 6.15. 6,40; Ouu Xunrij; HX 1 .00. 
3JTL 5J1ft. 7 XV. fl.lU. 1 1.15 (Sale 5K7.U 
Hdtnarkel 12ft 3.-»5. Ml\ 6.4ft MCM Kw 

0 AvJ IftO. 425, I". 1.4ft: Odecm Matte 
.inti L45.4JXLG.I5. 6.45: CKrmerlfer&id 
12503JX). SJJl 72ft. 4.40, llftSam 
BUSSES' GAZE (PG I A traveller cresses ihc 
Balkait. in search uf die Ora os-ycl undevel- 
oped film, ftrruxr 1 135. 4.00. 735 
IROERGROUND(I5| Umoivoi Yugoslavia 
ihruuph (h: eyes uf a black marketeer and a 
murccnan . Itmierv 1255.420. 7.45 

9 THE BSDAL SUSPECTS (13) Five knu»n 
felt, ns plan arother enme wtadsi in ciutixlr. 
MCM /fcruwT &W.1 1 25. 350. 620 SA5: 
MOM Aradmi Sal Unidnighu IKw 
Hisf EnJ I IJU 

WWTOCG TD EXHALE ( 15) A group of women 
I’wadsbcmic Ihe lick >U eligihle men in 
Phucmx. Aruono. .MGM VetcaJerv Sal 
Ilmitkiighi: IKtmrr Hew&id lOjii I loOO 
9 WHEN SflURtKTCaMES 1 15} Sean Bean 
•oars. iJWrcn Her End 1,45.4.10 625.85ft 
THE WHITE BALLOON i Ui Iranian laic. MCM 
S*isf Com r 1.40. 6 4l>. .I#i7.lf Shafusbnrr 
Atxmu 14ik555.S.45 
pfeaaannbtn 
an except vitae ruled 
Baitnon &fS ,isv/.- Oiefacj Cmcnn 55/ 

5741 C'urzm Mavtoir3vo J^Xjt llirmn 
Ph » n w 3M» / n. Cmzon West End 569 
111 Empire UKSqiMaWWWO: Gale 
Soil HID 72--lMM Uiiniere.rv.fBK MGM 
Havmaikei AN 1537) MGM Pmion Si »*) 
(VM: MGM PScc^.r.l.W. MGM Sbolic*- 
biuv Are AX> rO"V MGM Swiss Cenuv 
_V»L MGM TunO Rdo>6 fi/48: MGM Th> 
cadefo *M (*.H2: TV Mincna 3tQ JTZS 
Odeiri Hajmartci A N .TW7. Odeun Leic Sq 
t») 7252 Odcoo MjiNc ,\n± 0K>9/450/: 
Odcnn Mezzanine lU-Ct-WWO: Odeun 
Wa» End «WJ 5252 Baza OVAOBVMt 
RciwS57.Mll- Warner West End J.r d.y.f 

REPERTORY CINEMAS 

EVERTHM oppuiile Hampstead Tube NW3 

1 HI 7 1435 15251 

11 Ptwir*o(15)5or 425pm. * 

CVror Diary ( I5| ISSfnn. 7pm Hrrorhtma 
Mon Amour |PG> 5nn 1. fftf*n + Lasi Year 
In Monenhad M8i 150pm Coffee And Cof- 
areito I CftlSirancer Than Paradise 1 15} 
Sund.-iSpm + IXrwTi By Law ilS\6J0pm + 
Myvetv Train 1 15> S5ipm 
CCA cnau The Mall SWI |01 7 1 -930 3647) 

! Paftiloemiviriiun F«jval Of The Mrwmg 
Image Ph-me-fir details 
ffTSnnh Bank SEI (Oni-UZR 332) 

Pndc -And Prejudice I Pans 1-6) Sa 7pm 
Ruesy Mofrme (L r )5dt i'fei Open Brevrie 
Threie- (L r )5or 6 lipm The Big Trail Sal 
7.5(ipm Eoi a Bowl .ifTea I )2| Sal SM’pm 
Siaie Of The An: British Film Seminars: 
Rcsoralion Suit hi I fan The Great Galsby 
1 PG 1 Sun XJtym Baby DoD Sun 6.10pm 
ChK-les. (12) Sun 6Jtym Lillie Cacvar Star 
TJffen The Puzzle of a Downfall Child Sun 
Sytpm Crimson Tide 1 15) Sun $ 4ipm 
PRINCE CH«L£S Leicester PI (1)171-437 8181 ) 
Clueless ( L21 Stir I^Ofet i Muriel's Winding 
1 1?) Sas SJOpnt Ace Ventura: When Nature 
Colls (PG) Sal f.dfpm Crimum Tide 1 15| 

Sat Spm Living In I ! Union 1 15) Sat 
fft.fr y*n Land & Freedom 1 15) Sun IJOpm 
Fannelli ( 15) Sun dpns A Bcy\ Life I )8) 

Sun u.Vpm The Adventures Of Prtsalla. 
Oucen Of The Desert ( 15) Sun H-tSpm 
RnfBSCDE STUDIOS QHEIM Crisp Road W6 * 
(UISl-741 22551 

Maudur ( l«i in fpm + Dork HobiKi 15) 
ufOpm -t IVpi. Luci Bom i IS)X5^»n 
Ntrwlehkn i PCii Sam l.-iSprn + A Night at 
ihc Ojvra ( U 1 3 45fwn The Rami ( 15) An 
S.dfpm + The Aps »3f Innocence ( L r l S lOpm 

THEATRE 

WEST END 

.Vtonrrcr— ///: Sun. /5/: Tue. Ml: Bed /5/. 
Thu. /«>/.• Fri / i '/; Sat 

David Storey's loukal ruftry playit® rituak 
Fide .JYori.' Si M.inm's Lane. WC2(0171- 
S3r. 5122)^ Lew So. Mon-Sai 73ft. 1 5 [71 
3.0ft etui-WMar. E5-C2250. 

CHAPTER TWO 

Tom Cooli and Sharen Gins star. 

GteivO Shaftesburv Avenue, W1 (ft|7 1 -404 
5065 j 0 Pkc Cart Meat- Fri 81H. Sal 8. 15. 151 
5 ,, L|7)5.llL£lrt5l'-J24. 


Arts and entertainment listings 


COBPWI 

197ft Sondbcira and Georec Forth ONracal 
.-Wwv Si Mjnin's Lane (.VN i TTfli 0 Let 
Si4 Mon-Sal 7.45.|4||7].;.ro.£|ft-C0. 

THE COMPUTE WORKS OF WIL1IABSWXE5KARE 
{ABRDGSn 

A Cast-forward ihreugh 37 plan. 

Croat un PtccadfltvCimu. W'i (0171-369 

J 74“ 1 0 Piccadilly Orcia. Wed- Su 6.00. [5] 

310. [7[ 5.f»L Son 4 00, £5-£I95iL 

THEGUSSMBUGaC 

Zoc Wuiarnakcr sure 

GmrA Panum S |T>1 D -369 1 73 1 phx Crtc 

Mun-Soi 73ft (7J3 Oft ends 16 Mar. £5- £23. 

W IDEAL HK8MD 

Marun Shaw and Anna Carteret sue. 

7hner Am^Havnufeel ( 9DW0D1 ® Boe Grc. 
Man-Sai7.45.l4il7J3JU.cnd.3IApr.no- £26. 
IRKPECTDROLLS 

Aedarmcd lake unJB Priestley's ihriDer. 
Garrick Qiaring Chm Road. WC2l0171- 
404j(KS)-»LcK:Sq. Muo-Fh 7.45. Sal 6J5, 
|4J 130, [7| 5AW. end. 3" Mar. £9-£2k5ft. 
JOSEPH AW THE AMAZBGTHSM COLOR DREAWOAT 
Rice and Lloyd Webber's caitymiotal hh. 
Hammismijt.ipjBo Queen Caroline Street. 
Wb (0171-416 aOSCi) 0 H omme rgmirti. TUe- 
SpI 73ft [7) 130. ends 3) Apr. EH50-JE27JU. 
THEBNG0FPR8SSIA 

Prick Darke's Ccmshowxlibuckla^stga. 
DcraroB- Klnria ter EaiOum Si (0 1 71 -3rift 1 732) 
«LcicSq Tuiuchl S OIL |5|P|4.00. IS-E14. 
ROWL W7WHAL TH&0HE: 

OCtien 

A Ufla ffittX Nrsx Sean Mathias's prvducuon 
uf Srndheim'i rmweaL Today lUi & 7.15. 
Litkbu’i 

Th* Why n 14c IMd Geraldine kleEwan onJ 
Fiona Shan star. Las: perfs iuda>- 20u A 7_TL 
Caueske- 

The Ends OfThi Earth Pan J Lon', btesi drama. 
Tudm 25Upm it 730pm. £1450 
OlKvt &. Lyneluw. fT5U-£215ft Ccmedoe: 
£1A£I450. Dav seals irum litim. Swih 
Bank (U17192K HJi » BR 0 Wjierioa 
R00U SHUESPEME COHWIT 
The Barbuim. ■ 

Ohsais Tta Sea Of IfeMrNKtfci Twanh Tin 
Saoas Frank MeOiunncsi' ireneh drama. 
Tc-lair 2Jt) 4 7. 15. ends 16 Mar 
The Pic 

Scoffer Crfy Naomi Wallaces jward-wmning 
pljv set in an zhallmt. T.iday 2JV1 Sc 7.15. 
ends lb Mar. 

Barttean: £6£24. The Pie £1U-£J6 Barbi- 
can Centre I ill 71-636 SSH) 0 Barbican. 

PflSERTLMJGHIB 

Noel Coward's ouiobiogniphieal a imedv. 
.tUvydi .AldwjriL WC2 (UI7M16 WllVcc 
M36242S) 0 HrVb-jrn. Mon-Sal 61IL (51 3JXI. 
|7| 4.C0. end. 20 Apr. £7Sft. C 4 
SWUGHT 

Michael Gamhv] and Lia WHliams star. 

IF. nJhan \ Qurine Doss Ruj 4 WC2 
(0171-369 1 736 cc *.7 1 1 1 1 j 0 Loeesier 
Square. MptvSoi SjlO. |7] 3Jlii.l:)50-£25. 
ADUflfTTDAlflJSE 
Tribute to Nod Coward. 
liudniC- Scraod. WC2 ( n 1 7 1 AV) 9W7) 
BR,’d Charing Cries. Mon -Sai SAW. |4| [7| 
3XHL e«fc 30 Mar. £S2>0-£ 1 1LS0. 

TOMMY 

Peic TswashcmTs hu Broadway musical. 
Slxfiabury Shaftesbury Arenuc, WC 
fill 51-379 5390) 0 Holhoni. Mun-Sal 8.0a 
I4H7J3IO. £111.50-0.1. 

VALLEY SONG 

Aihul Ripml's South African drama 
Rtnnl Carat Skuac Square. SWI (0171-730 
1 745 1 ■©■ Sloane Square. Mnn-Sat 7 30. [ 7] 
33ft ends 16 Mar, £>£1S, cores av ailable. 

BEYOND THE WEST END 

BAC 

I He Passion Rap Sinwn Blake's complex 
apnealypife thriller. Tuc-Sai 8 JOpm. Sim 
630pm. ends 17 Mar. £7^J. cooct £6 Tue 
paywhoiywcan. 

Hczrsn Min Act’s physically demanding and 
ctouc drama. Tue-SatVpm. Suit 6pm. endi 16 
Mar. £830. wnc* £6Tue pay wbal van cart 
Lavender HJI. SWI (0171-22322231 
BR: a jphun Junction. 

BUSH THEATRE 

Serving ft Dp David EJdridge sdebul play 
aplcnw the run is of racial haired. Moo-Sat 
Spin. end. 15 Mar. £>30. eoncs£6. 

Shcphenls Bush Green, Wl2 (0181-743 
338R)-e- Shepherds Bush. 

GATEIRBORE 

SWars. Bratm Drama combining viaot» 
humour and in terra: psychotogicai violence. 
Man-Sat 9pm, ends 2 1 Mar. £10. cuaos£6. 

Tbi Opada Private Nikolai Kolyada's blealriv 
humorous Rusan drama. Man-Sal 7pm. 
ends 2 1 Mar £HLcuncs£6.Bnnbridgc Rnsd. 
WU(0l7l-229O7lh)^Nutling Hill Gale. 


SmM Me Stephen Poliakoff's loiea 
compelling drama. Moo-Sol 6pm. main Sal 
4pm. ends 30 Mar. £ 1 1-EL330. Mem & mai 
Su£& cants ovatloMe. Avenue Road N3V3 
(0171-722 9301 j-e- Swiss CnLagc. 


IreghrtgYWil Comedy about New York living. 
Tue -Thu & Sal-Sun 7.45pm. Fri S. 15 pm, mots 
Sai & Sun 230pm. ends 1 7 Ma r. £8. coots £5. 
Crisp Rd (0181-741 2255)^ Hanunetvuilk 


Tre*TREWSnBS,ROnL COURT 
The Baamy Omi <H Uanae Moitm 
McDonogh's smiting first play. Mon-Sal 
7.45pm. muts Sal 4pm. ends 23 Mar. £8, 
Mtm. mar Sal & coma £5. Sloone Square. 
SWI (0171-730 17451-9 Skauc Square. 
TRtCTOETHEAIH 

20-52 Grasamarkei Prnjea's aaricacanmi of 
die death of Leon Pan cram in police 
custody. Mon-Sol 8pm. mats Sai 4pm. ends 
23 Mar. £750- tl 3. cants available, Mon it 
Sal mai pay whaiycu can. Kifcurn High 
Rood, NW6 (01 71-3261 unfl) ^KHhura. 

mnne 

IkgKsanflnpe Martin Crimp's new verson of 
Mahore's v&uic . Mon-Sal 7 30pai. mara VJed 
it Sal2-40pm. ends 23 Mar.£l4. cooes £8. 
The Cm. SEI (0171-928 6363; 

BR/® Waterloo. 

AROUND THE COUNTRY 


HATKAHJET THEATRE 
R» Cretin IbcM Huymotiel Tbeaue 
pnihioion of du Manner's Vjsnriaa dronu. 
Mon-Sal 7.45pm. matt Sal St 20 Mar. jpm, 
aub 23 Mar. £8.75-C13.95.oonO avadabfc. 
'Mile Street (01256-465566) 


1HEA1RER0BU. 

IteAspam Pven MkfueJ Redgrave’s 
frlapuuonof Henry Jorocs’ mwety. Today 
4pm 6 7A5ptre£tk£l850.cuncvavaifabk. 
New Kxti (01 273-32S4.SS) 

Bristol 

THEATRE RUTN. 

Mm Ai^y lire Harold Ftater’s tereral of 
Reynold Rices Fifties courtroom drama. 
Mun-Wed 7.1vptn.Tbu-S» Spin, mats Thu 
St Sat 2_7flpm, ends 6 Apr. £5-11 750. cones 
available. King Street (0117-987 7877} 

Canterbury 

KARLORE THEATRE 

MBtRU* Fresh version of Shakespeare's 
cocnedv. Today 2-3flpm St 730pm. J^f 50 -El I . 
cnnra ovaJaHe. The Friars IU12T7-787787) 

Colchester 

MESCURf THEATRE 

Hartarew Abbey Jane Ausien’tMoJ upof the 
tootiiK nweL Moo- Wed TJf^m. Thu -Sun 
Kpm. mars 16 23, 30 Mar, 4pm. 2 1 Mar. 3pm. 
ciht 30 Mar. 1650-El 1.75, com avaflabte. 
BaDiente Gale (01206-573948) 


M1U STUDIO. TVDtKARttffl) THEATRE 
CsU Dntart Farm Mk±ad Fnentf* adapuucm 
of Stella Gibb os' rural dasac. T-ai ptH 8pm. 
£7. Maihrock (01483^1191) 

Hornchurch 

OOEDTS THEATRE 

Slml Ebenfiat Bj^nam oamedy aboai die lives 
ofsnwaroeaTue-SaL 8pm. mats 16 23 Mar, 
3pm. eo* 17 Mar. £8.9i>.£i2<>a ma»£S.ai, 
aocs available. Bflkf Lane (U 1 708-4437 Vij 

Uatfieriiead 

TWHMDdE THEATRE 

Mf Sasds Attarikat Fetvaiy Ueodal and 
Nidnlas Lc Prcvos star. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 

Sal 8pm. mats Wed 2_7(8>tn. S« 4pm. ends 23 
Mar. QL50-EJ7. cores jradahle. 

Church. Street (CU372-377677) 


ROYAL THEATRE 

6zsps^ BcnBiou'ssa tirxaJ coujed)-. Moo- 
Sal 730pm. 1 6 23 Mar, 5pm 6 Spill, mars 14. 
21 Mar. 230pm. ends 30 Mar. E350-E23. 
GttikSiaD Rood (01604-32533) 

Norwich 

HORWCH PLAYHOUSE 

Kns M* lab Bocfcsuge affairs in the fare m Cole 
Rjncr'simrecaL Mon-Sm8pm. mabTbu 6 
Sal 230pm. ends 16 Mre. £3-£125a ames 
avsnlafcSe. Si Gcotec’sSj (01603-76(466) 

Oxford 

puykoqseikatre 

MbptBbi Sort adaptation of Irvuie Welsh's 
novel. Totughl 73fjptn.£6£li corns 
availaNe BeaumoniSr |01865-79S6W| 

Ptymoutfi 

DRW THEATRE, TH EURE ROYAL 
HMNot b Rujttoa NU Dncombe's view of 
Tholdier's Britain. TuokIu 7 45f«rL £5- £7. 
cujira £3-1450. Royal PSrade 101752-267222) 

Southend-on-Sea 


Fatal Canuerifan Ruben Mafcobn McGowan's 
ticwr tftriler. Mcnt-Tbu & Sa Spm. Fri 
S. ) 5pm. mats 20 Mar, iXlpen. 23 S4ot 4pm, 
ends 23 Mar. £6-£i 6 cones available. 
Loodca Road iOI7iG-342564) 

Taunton 


BREWHOHSE 

Tta PiowtadYWe Qdord Stage Company's 
husterous vetsioa of Mmbnigfi's l7Ui- 
ccnmr. comedy. Today 230pm & 7.45pm. 
ElftaxuvavaiWc. 

Cecil Orchard i01(C3-2»3244) 


Windsor 

IBDKOH 

Rytiaria Rcvrral uf Teny JobnsonS dever 
comedy, whb Henry Goodman as Freud 
Totbr4.45pai68pin.£4'£l6eiBm 
avaflibk. Thames Sirera (0)753-853886) 

Worcester 

SYB1UHEAYS 

Hfri MlirbreGanylyiirfhlw dark 
drama views DM LopJoa bwhlft 
capcriesccs uf the Great PLjpjc. Man -Sol 
750pm, ends 23 Mar. £650-£i0,conci 
available. The Mooo (01WS-27322) 

EXHIBITIONS 

Bristol 

JKDOLFU} 

Qorefty Utza Photography aod sculpture 
ecpiocUigpcwky. Mna-Sai 10am- 7pm, Sun 
12uu<m-iim. ends 14 Apr. tree. 

Narrow Ouay fftl 17-929 9191 ) 

Cambridge 

FnZMUMI IOSBM 

PttemPawtflril Dm9t 196-ins 

Rkiwst oaft and deagn induding worit by 
Ham Coper and Rohm Welds. Tbr-Sai 
lthm-5pin. Sun 215pm-5pot,cntb2 June. 
bee.TnunpuijJon Street (0 1223-332901 j 

London 

HJQYUHD GALLSTT 

SpefbaaL Art 6 fib Indtufcs new work* on 
the theme by Teny Gtffiam, Damien Him. 
Eduardo Paotozzi and Fteier Greenaway. 
Mon-Sun IDsm-ripm (until Spm Tue & Wed), 
ends 6 M*v. £5. erect £350. Bdvrdcic Rood. 
SE 1(01 71 :%n 4242 1 BR-e- Waeriou. 
nAuwcouraiH.[iiSTnuTE 
Ten ItadDlli Pboiosraph* by ihc aores- and 
reurihavimiiy Moo- Fri ICren-lpm. 2pm- 
5pnc cmb. 12 Ape. tree. Bd^ravc Square. 

SWI 10171-235 1461)©- VtooriiL 
USDS & RHODES 

Edrenla Pretad Warkv vhnwtnc lo ureerde 
with Hayward Gallery. Mon- Fri lQam-6pm. 
Sot lCL3ftuj>-l_70pm.enit. 23 Mai. free. 
NewBuriinaoti Place, Wt (0171-434 1768) 

0 Oxford Orcus. 

UKML 6 U 1 HB 

Urebnarerefroa fin Daria Pre?h$ RaDay 

ladudej Vdazqacz. Coracci ood Raphael 
Mon-Sal lQanH6pm.Sun2nm-(qim,cndsl9 
Ma). free. Trafalgar Square, WC2(0171-K39 
3321)-® Charms Crtw. 

QOSrS GAUOI BKBBM9 PHJKE 
Ireretdadi Knd One hundred drawmgi from 
IbeOueen’scuIleciioa Man- Sun 9.30am- 
4 JOpm. ends 12Jan.'97.DJ0.ccvKa£2SU. 
Buckhigbam Gale. SWI (UI7I-799 233! ) 

0 VMuna. 

ROYAL ACADEMY DF ARTS 
WacUilre ini IW MjjorAwvfa 
hhiatical Victorian pastier. Moo-Sun I Gum- 
I 4pm.eoth2lApr.£5Jaajnc*D5a 
! BnrtmgionHiwre (439 74381 ^PfccCrc. 

: SERPonncGAUBPf 
1 ba p - I fc M BcqgaICqmpte raw images. 
Mcn-Sun Ifkzmtipm, emh 21 Apr. (ret 
KensngiimG<kB(ni7I-4a26075(©-SihK£n. 
TOEGAUar 

fcnar'j liher Sts*jr»n' ExJubiiioo exploring 

1 be images rernnindmg lbs influential 
engravinc book. Ends 2 June. free. 

Gerare* 9IJ pornunp and 70walercolnurv 1 
Mtm-Snn l0om-550pm.ondi28Apr.n. 1 
cones £4. Miflbank. bWI (0171-887 SOW 1 
0 Punbco. 

Norwich . 

susanr centre rk vsuauris 

tesdtllbGBmnl^icml&andreUed ilcrt*. 
from the British Museum. Dm- Sax IZnuoo- 
5pot. cndi 9 June- £J . cones 50p. UuivcTsity 
of Ere Anglia 1 0 1003-55060) 

Oxford ' 

HISBMDf KJDBB4ART 
He Drebris Eft W« irk by European fibn- 
makera. Tbe-Sal ]0am-6pai (Thu until 9pm), 
Sun 2pm-6pm, cods 14/ipr £250. corns 
£150. free tAfed JOzm-lpm. Thu 6pm-9pm. 
Pembroke Si (0 1865-722733) 

Penzance 

HBIRn AST GALLERY 

Mbnreu New uwrk (rom New Ynrfc 
Mon-Sat lOam-Spm. end* 23 Mar. free. 

New ftind (01736-637/5) 



JSNTSUHUTTOP BITCH AT BRRIX OLD HC . 
Sun 8pm. King Strati (01 17-987 78T7) £10. 

Cardiff 


SMTBUB1RTOP BITCH AT S&MIfl THEATRE 
Tonighl fiJOpm. Scnehennydd Road (01222- 
2W5 1 )«-BR Cardiff. £Jfl 

London 


QflTOUEGUJBAILSEHany H3L John Mann & 
Tim Vmc.745twn.HotigliuxiSftt!ct, WC2 
10171-476 1672)-^Hm6orn.£6>hidenb£4. 


K9DOOOADYIBLEDO(7HEXntElIx%hi 
7 JOpm. The Brtodw^, SW 19 ( 0 1 8 1-540 
U362) 0 V4toHcston»£ KW! 1 250. 
LSEnoS0USCTHEADETbd>6iL6pmi& 
P-Jftpm. ends i6 Mar. Shaftesbury Are, W1 
( ft 1 71 -4« 5W5) 0 Pice Ore. £750-£17 Jft. 


DANCE 


Bwv St Edmunds 

THSDRERnN. 

RB DrecaOattreCapbrid Newdaarwork 
Ioeu«inp oa the adtureof reggae. Tunkht 
745pm. £6-£95D.}VfeagaxeSl(ai2S4-7M5Cl5) 

Cheltenham 

EY0IY1AH THEATRE 

LredreC^BzRttlSDdntaProkoScv’Mcoreie- 
dtoreograpbed by MauhewHan. Today 2pm 
£ 8pn.£fi-£16 Rqpnl Si 1 01242-572573) 

Ctacton-op-Sea 

WE5TCL7F7HE17RE . 

BifetOw Bubiirnif ti M ricdp rO B r am rocofocw 

d m-i lj,uI nw w i i | ii i ,ii i j Am-'Tiiiarhi 

7Jtkxn.fH50.cwv3 £5. (D12SS421479) 

Gtoncester 

mSRAfLARTS CBfTRE 

frttii RuJ ttt itf P arty Danoetheaire week about 
wamcn. "fooishs 8pm. £6, cuiks £4^)-£55iL 
IO1452-SQ5089) 

London 

CSS9MU£D0OESPACE 

niwregiib i r Pu wh p w refftgectPfflW M ice s 

Four new ehore ug i a phe o pr a eutiheirworit 
in progress.^ Tonight 7 JOjun. £650; com £4. 
Chacnhalc Rd |0I8l «H 66T7>« Mile End. 

JACCOfTSLASECOMIDVTTCBflK 

GandtiiaglEPePrabel GS darted new work. 
Tonight Spm- 16, cortcs £4. Aniiuoy Road, 

Nb (0)81-341 4421) OH^tgalc. 
PUCETHEAIRE 

TniiBIlMuilfcMfcbfl— WreNmJe 

Campbcfl’i new ouotpony in a programme of 
fuar darxxs. lu aighi Spm. KL a<ocs£& 
Duke's Rd. WC1 (0171-3670031 )-» Euslun. 
QCffll ELIZABETH KAU. 

Hun taSw /I- Tka SnuraEBad Three worfas 
usrag ihc auduoRum as a stage. Tbnight & 

Sun. 7.45pm St 9JOpm.£10. 

South Bar* (0171-960420) BRr» WMtrtro 


nCDRERmu. 

Cnrnt New romantic baHtt. TbttayiMpm Sc 
7 JOpm. £14- £28, cones av-affabk. Royal 
PanvJci 01752- 267222) 

Swindon 

THAME5BQM DARCESIHDTOS 
a* Hons Three dancesvorts feasuricgfciuale 
putfomten and duxcograpbcm lonigbi 
8pm- £5 Jaconet £3 25. Rcgenl Circus 
fOlTO^WT-bSTl 

Wokiiff 


REM VICTORIA TORE 

M—9 MR D wpluB i rely FuD etmqxuy 
performing ro'Rliaio«sky‘s score. Today 
2J0pm *7 JOpm. from £9, coma reaiLADtc. 
Peacocks Arts CetJ Ire (01483-761144) 

CLASSICAL 


REDObE ' 

MMhbiPMbnbbMfcidwiurt h Berwyjs 
SlnfinueSinpuSerewnb mcidenialauacty 
Mendebsotm and Beethoven's Emperor 
Concerto. Sun 245pm. £8-£l5. 

Church Street (OI273-7WJ09) 

Bristol 

ST GEORGES 

BraadrenCtetteQretBdWUeurtri 

Beeih (wen's 4dt Piano Goiucrto and 
Brahmj' La symphony. Tuorehi 7A5pm. £5 1 
£8. Bramton HiD (0J 17-923009) 


MMFORDTHBDREJHGUAPOU7ECMK1BIIVK5TTY 
LakavtaUVtrdfslra^sJy bmoOpesfoand 
Produetioas.'Bm^n 7J0pm. £6JS5. Em 
J* oad (01223-3529321 


Lord* bazzrtPlw/Sariw Coften.fi Qi^ 
Cire. Haydn's Cello Gmeeno and 3^mldi^ 
data. Tooigta 8pnL£5-£18J0. 

Podc Lome (0181-688929) | 

Lbndon 


BA88EMHAU. 

UkM A CdebnQr Redul taking in Moan 
and Saint-Sacro Violin Sooaias. Sun^ 7 JOpm. 
£6-1X8. Barbican Cemre. EC2 (0171-638 
8891) 0 MoorgaioBaibican. 
BUCRHEATHCORCERTHAUS 

GMaktaMwAMnAa In chaabci wort* of 

Brahms ood Dohnanyi^Siraet. Sun 
llJOam. £7JiT, cones £6. Lee Road 
Bladhcaib Village. SE? n)18[-U)30l0u) 

BR. Blarkhcath. 


snows 

MceOnbrnbilSUdMaguCsPn^SanphaBr 
with McndefaRotoi'* hafion. Thnighl 7 JOpm. . 
£7-0256 Smith Square, SKI (0171-222 
£06!) 0 Wreminslcr. 

SODUfRARA CATHEDRAL 

Lredan Writ CbnMwrao MozanV Masa tn C 
min or wil h HaydnS TeDeurn. 'Rmjglu 
7 45pm. £5-Llisi London Brfoge. SEI _ 
<0171-6388891) BRj* OsodonBod^. . 
5PfHlfl ELDS IIA8IET OPERA 
lorn Ob IbeRaAs SpWflddi Maricm Opera 

p mAnMii nfRiyT MjidiiivfaHn 
readings of Berio and. Apcrghn. Mai Sun 
JJftsn. £12, corns £8. Lsmbsoeek El 
(Ovn -24T K5S) ^li.-erpcoISlraK. 

MBBOREKMi 

LaflOntahMiPiannsoaacby Beetbaicn ; 
MdSdnanann.^ TurngiK 7Jf\inL£fi-£16 
CaefttySwiar Three ^fazart Piano Concertos. 
Sun 7pm. £6 £12 Wig un xe Street, WI 
(0 171-935 214I|^ Bond Street, . 


OPERA 

London 


POP 


QanSCroyd’vuotdqiicWB. now timuoed ■ 
down to a trio. Bri&aon Cadre King’d Rood 
(01273-2U38I) Tbrngfu 7Jf^m. £13 JU. 

Cardiff ■ ; " 

TbaflbaboasiJemfe Bnlpt^pets-Corijr • ' 
Vrauabn Park Phcc (01222-387421) Sun 
9pm,£7. ■ 

London . . • . - • 

fcsp Parpb Heavy metal grcaa rock on wnh 
new guilari*! Sieve Mow. Brawn Academe 
Suxkwefl Read SW9 (0171-9249999) 

BR’d 'Enright 7pm, £165D-£1 7J0. 

Rw Amos Gmfeiainnal stoyr-wngwraar. 
Rmd.ilbai fluff Kentingjon Gore SW7 
(0171-589 8212) 0 High Street Kcusm^oo.- 
ToouEbi 645pm.£U-flfiL50. 

WO aa l BotaL Sofa Bnsw-bcaaog US crooner, 
with Jam A Lewis* h&ff recruits. 

Hhrdifey Arena Empire Way (0181-900 123*1 
0 WemWcy Park, -tongte fiJOpm. J2S. 


3ftay (OWl-ftO 1234) -e Wembley Rat Sin 
ojypm. £14 Jft 

Oxford 

H»akMtoBj Sec Cardiff. V* Zndme Qwdry 
Road (01865-726336) Tcnq^il 8pm, phone 
iorauflabaity. 

JAZZ, WORLD, FOLK ETC 
Chichester , . - - : 

ariret GrappaC Gypoy-jazz vtofin icon. Oodl- 
eaer Fashed Theatre CtaHnnds Pa* (01243- 
781312) Sun 7pm. SS-U6 

London - . . - 

G^BortarSodHAvanl-frad trumpet er. /fcn 
Express Dean Strera WI (0171-09 S72Z) • 

Tixi Q Rd. Thregfii 8pm. fliStt 

IA>brMatiriinal)n4oaka.flbdi^H84A»- 

!«r old Moroccan tbythmcchomproncd by 
Bran Jones andChnetlc Coleman. Ux 
CJnpeTMaiha Ni(<a71-7l3. 
5859) 0 Anpi Tbotgbt ScSaa, 8pm, £12, 
amcsflD, tncmsfJL ”• 

Oxford • . - 

: 

niTo. IMmrP Siuac Room Holywell Sum 
(01865 2613S4) Son Spm. £10, 

(koBarinrSeM Sec London. 
Tfer^/ezrCM’ New Road (OI865- 
872590) Sun SJOpm. £350. cones £3. 


LITERATURE 



Hot TteBooiori Abe mauve Bcokeruf Book 
ez$ debate. T&tw «aff Sataduy Market 
Place (0155*4^1661 1 Sim 3pm. £550 

London , - - 

Sam^ffFbrlhtQmRdteaceJrejifcignf 

fi-arnw Heaney's play The OtreAt Its* UA- 

loncJ tn a paa.4 iliscoSBDn- Abrade 

Theatre Alnwda Street Nl 17171-359 4404) 
■e-Angd.'Exiay 5(m. £6 cwxs £4 
b M Snag Imcnw ri wi a l Women's Day erk:- 
brmxsa with poeffyfro«Jeaji ‘Brcta' Etoeze. 
Puhsnar A^wbk ltdie MeNamao. Sucy 
Mokshi, Chezry Smyth, 'ASngm Wa Giiu. 
Salem Godden and Dimdu Yebnl The 
. CantSd Gufloy Tuxracv Si (O’. 71 -27S 936f ) 

0 Angel. Untight 730pm. IS. coast £35*>. 
WamBwti MBWApDapyEMaal Readme 
(ran EJwse Rcinsiein. Myra Schneider. 
Anna .Adams. Katherine Gallagher. Mum 
Khabrati. Stoma Acbaiya and Pairida 
Qricy.Jffhoir /aw Commwatt Centre 
Archaay Rond N6(01«1-?4L 4421) 

0 H^alc. Tomgbl 730pm_ £5. ares S3 




GtBLSMU. SCHOOL OF HraCJBDBRflM 
D CampidbTheGuildbaO Sdwol of Mate aid 
Drama in VAoJTFerairrssercimeigBl ’ 

aniwU Thn^hi T pm tll nm fll .<Uk~ . 

StreetEG (0171-628 257I)«-Baibicw. 

loaca A rcrival of KehhWzraer's nodnc ti oa. 
Tbnista 730pm. £8-£50. St Marlin’s Lane, 
WC2 ( 0 ! 71 -o32 5300 ) 0Loc Sq 

Swindon - . ‘ ■ ' 

WnBMTHEHttaGaBaTOBOttOPffiJi . 
RiffAttb Stephen MuJeolf £rccts VodTa 
■zadcBc-pciiod drama. Hm^bt 7. lSpo. 
£1250-116 Theatre Sqnare (01793-524481) “ 


Gntf British kamrfank hmntbu Fair Eobibi- 
tivmltighl^migthctoc si and greaiva 
id e as from Dutiui's top renaon. 

Barbican ExhJxaon Hobs, {knbtcon Centre 

safc Street EG 10171 - 638 "tUD^ Bartti- 
caaMboipie. Today lftam-6pm.Sun iffam- 
5pm, £12; Id advance £6. 

'Goad fpod Shu* Three hundred ndabitera pbo 
ion axis tri xHoeLOhtnpia Hammcrsmib 
Rd (0171-603 3344) « Eazb Q. Tdday & 

Sun.93%m-bpiii,£10,£75ftm ^i-ance- 
' Brii^|M'blB» A range of Hiiagteim; 
crerts toezfltigca m pal of GaHciv WceL 
loae G&tf SObmk SAT (0171 -tflf7 SOTO) 
0 HmU» Tbday A Sun. lftun-55(jpm. free. 


AUCTIONS 


Antique* Trade Gazette 10171-930 dOSTi. 
Gammmt Auction Ke*x f0i 71-313 73>.K\ 
Fa-V-Bai HaSae OJ36~tZ34SSl P 

AparfLf.'Threr day rale niprip* from tbc 1991 • 
mane Rabin Head, fodutflng retuamv of a 

• medic«aMhttdKd«3!agr.siflaws.saQcfo l *ar 
machine. fonr.retiBaaizunK runvingfiafLntg 
fipffn.ciiDiB.lxalthandfoecqiiipmcnt.llx- 
Thnr(lftift an i dail y) at ftdri omm CaMte. 12 
mtove^efCbcDa- (01829- 2609W). 

Ganaadhup: Entire Ettiop uf sa party 2fkh- 
cemmyjcwefler'v ibup, bare -drawn Phaeton, 
Stwfishdtrome ^nRut" duti, 01k and rther. 

a n d g ffBtifi rmgtaiin en g. ceramics pnauna. 
TUodjy'f 1 1 am), Peter Femes, 19 King Snw. 
101267-233456). 

tte**fcriYbrtrti»Cani«ra»nfanoff-(ioena' 
flnddcariraA Jhop^ncta*^ lOObmilcuf mall 
«*aky. lOObrtofc pf ipiriis and Dqucurs. Mcm- 
*y (10wn)»t ihe Eu^wrerftcmeei. Qurtcj 
Hmrisi»l0192«?WB). - . 
EtiaacasbftSjxciafiBedpciacardsale.MntKlay' 
|2pn).-Goarimm Galleries, 25 Gloucester 
Street (01255-659057). 

StiSbrt^pcn Ann. Ceme nts of on Oriurd- 
ritire spotting mnlcm fl T st udy - iklting 
tattle, hunting Quia, hooka. BCBdeimy. fur* 
niiuie.uEinxihanxWM(lIiiaiL BtpmonL ihc 
Old Sdmnl, Ddhngun (OTWl^liig). 
nmafo Cuticaknof men and mcloluvadcu 
forauBg objects in genera] sale, Taevday 
(Ham). Ekfreds. 13-15 Ridge Road (01752- 
340166). 

Bkxb^am Rating aHe - Of, solmar and 
conse rods, reels, ffoau. boqkv Landing nets, 
wudets tiidweBxs, Thundoy (11am), at ibe 
Salerooms. 3 Berkley Sum. ffirmin^tim- 
. Stevens Qpmpfofl S t Staler (0121-643 1942). 
Snbd at Utuinncd tadnxm amipsian 
bock srock of ibe laic CjgmnruJ Taubcubdra 
of Butfoid. Wednesday (Liam). Dominic 
Winter, The Old School MsswcU Street 
(01793-61 1340). 

pafTUmg c'pmf 

(fiJOpai). Huaihccuc Barf & Cb„ 78 Si 
Nfcholas Crrdc (0116-253 (TJ89). ' 

F pfaaanft I9th-cenmiyikck'laodoc)^ furre- 
tUre, ceramics, waiehes, ifiver, anwwts. rugs, 
carpet^ Tbhislity (11am). PhiUms 11 Eoyte 
(tirade (01310-245555). 
■foxtafcCcAlcaabSM-bfeqac arid other drib, 

150 )o» of costume and lenBes, enema and 
odrcnisiiig ephemera, materia, oufloetkmof 
wafldng tacks and canau Thundoy ( 2Jftpm ). 

• Grccadade Hunt Fine Art, Magdalene Efocnc, 
Omtch S quare (01823-332525). 

ThiPrtoti BWbt Compoters md peripherals. 9- 
lomorrow (I lam) at foe Rocecoamc. Souih 
Wmt Computer Ancticns (1)1934642437). 


FAIRS 


CMxa tatqmk ChdseaOld'RwnHan. Thor- 
Sat 23 March {Pmnum 1)171-351 1980). 
Aleaafca P atel Aafi m ii ad Cifiscbn: More than 
700 stands. Alexandra Palace, urmonrnv 
(0181-883 7061). 

CteteraC— *Mhpa r. Arkry Ffofi. Knuisfoid. 
RiduySonday (0124U66HI1) 
MnwRafoBBC Jar. The Old Square, Eunhoai, 
Surrey, mmazrow (01276681808). 

CTilkfkai CaxSs Jmlqa: next Sanmby (Jim 
Radma 0166M15323). 


Church services 


Third Sunday in Lent 

UBTSBURf cmsmui. Karr. 1 1C * ^t"UD \L,ME'. 
Suntwa » R Ibi. Hus S«c hailBnn iitjCn- 
firoman. f««ke ul L. The Ur4inp ji n.jio-. .1 / m 

Poi»vH 01 C. minor.', a'r>mS.rni,in inJ 
L'.bb pIjii.. T b.' Pra\-nl «. 

(DU OSIER 163. liLm^cILtdu-rs. 

Mtm papr* mim.lS 1 Pifrgren 1 TV LG> K.-, fL». 
mend FualcH. ll.Hiani Malm. TV; Uiswualvyn 
(Rnrupak •V 01 [vliiv«w. C.Jkwuoi irfalr [II-v.- 
.■16, 1. Tbc Pc* Tnu"*v «jill 

BtEiaoWflWi-V-KUm Mjlib. Mm 1 1C |Uot 
L lnil EinJuiM. Mluj O )«uli ci-i'rv.iais i\ i.ti* 
mi The Rev DffksuB Hilonyau: vVijbi Choral 
Litmi-tm: Kriif m C Casus ,\1 biuii Hulicm. 
BUB ST nHR& St Bw»Ww talMnk .mu, Hi: 
Cum Martin Shnr. Illun'lunstadorw. 1 iLami. 
01 ini 1 Rjid*- Coduii Enc HBinhw. I I.V.m >TtonI 
CmranunkW. Ctidsra in G. .UftpuOfc'rJ Eicovt^ 
Dnon nF. 

□ffljaffOCOOBWBBIL T.tOini Monvnx Prayer tun 
HC. * Jfcun ffudiarbl. Tic Hwhop. 1 1 I 'mm Sung 


Eujufnl, )4ao ot tb* quwl 6*ir lUUnydy, The 
Y*bnr. 'V* Q»'« l foWKlM, CJU'® Fav^lL 

CHMSTBCIDKBSU. \bd HC. Warn Moima liar. 


rl. to A. Tbc Ruruln Ptebsojarr. li™ 6ung Eo- 
vharei. Mse An (our«»c« (OynJL T^: Pp-«bc.b-. 

Even.**. Svwmd I'/iouup- 1 

HTi muTTBit s. li jib HC. 111. yimi .nos EuJuaM. 
MTOa^cbuae n>e..C».» Ur R-5ai M^i. 
iKpn E«eityia6 Iwbad a f 
Etna tSJHEBSIL- Iftm I1C J.S SmSu ssf Eura^ui-. 

Ntiiu mtto LTurci mmicra 1 ire ftrt 

np cf CraBluw I IL<am Mai^^cUm F/Hw 
heenum ?pm Ewancnt « l>- t - w r m 
Cicnmc Scrnee. Tftc Kcv P. 
GlflKESiOOaWOBIt.'MiHC lU-lism EiKhmu. 
Dirir m F The (Van: Ll;5pa HC IfK EnamiL 
llntvll in P ft» 


GULBOIO CSWoaSL Ham HC, Omen t»r Maureen 

PilrBLT 4 -‘un june ELoctarcl. V Sufjh .n witbaim 

is C, nnnor. Cl non John i^JicrieM: I U 5un Mjurb. 
G4upuDi rcafc 1 HrroJt i. Hk Dot:' Jt>[m LW 

lure. I 7 k Ro Jo O a Ifri-Jun Cbrk. 
ttlUUKB UFtaBHUL lam HC lUom Caitacilral Eu- 
charw. Mtwa ITl-mi paiv, [V'loduul. Carwo GUI 
‘Lutieer. llJlm Hum, Sumuoa ,a It Oar, .< -tUpie 
Lixav m jt- jvh m in G. Tbc Pumbi.i 
KBU famaSlIL 7 .?■ Mama. Sam HCU-LVun 
famanun miB.M 1 Iftjnam&uit^eiKlurvCftfasB 
four rako iBmU Canon RaJurd Kjoraor. 
JJlym Lic^jonci ClviwVa upkc IliWiDu 
uJfym Limep Scnvt, Canon Ji’Sn tVihoa 

(natmtirtSia HC. Ilfam Mansi. Mmoi 
lVkmu). Una hnc I l.l^am buna bxSinu. 
MButcnaUBUm 1. Lanas j. ltic ftixcaicr. («n Eico- 
■m Monf'ffil m B Oji 

P17S6WWW BSJKMAL 7>iuo Mann». trni HC. 
■‘JhnMiaaCmnF.I'LahnEiftiiiiiClDrt. 
a l_ Tie rvait iJUpm Fkwjc tw-n n F 
P4RTM0B1H CnKHAL 8am HC. -ijltaui ft-lib 
Commuiuoa. namTAI maw (Mjwbvi, Cason 
CuHp BrjOky. I lam Sunn bucJum. M» lor Inur 
1 voices 1 b*nfs Canon Colin Ekiduy: iJOftm Ercn- 
vuec. l iny a F saoi.Cu* £■01 tauaerbuiltuiu. 
RWIEIia OtmOL Sam HC: n.Vam Mourn. 
Dismn nl asnui [Wrianacai c I'lJUam Sairj Cu- 
rtianst. Ltugbas Wjftoui iB G mm. Comm Ed- 
»ir J Turner. 1 1 rin E^numf: 

ST UMS U7HE0EIL Ham HC: 4.15am PSrHb El- 
duns. Tbrn thee apis iAlt»oodi TV Chapldui. 
I lnnVUsm Esclmnst. MbOl*l aoiLint itoa ll» 

[ ui'c tuToptn tvenjoug. Harvoil In A Qol Tbe Pre- 
1 ceninr,7i5(ynMv4iHI>mi. 

UUSBUBTCinBHIL 8am HC The Dow Iftsn Eu- 
cliarliL Canon Jimc Oatvimr. ll.Vum Mains. 
HarnBin A,CaBOD Jaesn Poi Ha. 3pa Eiemon c . 
Here loid van* iLtoull: 3a<ui loUrncfn u| 
m A retMnmnn tfrinrtTdd-Dtflq . 
nwnCSTHSBJQ.- (Jam HC. nun Mauu. The Lteai- 
UK ICtam5unnEiKhamLMr>Mwieuwflc(Vkna.L 


1 The dBRcd-m 6pta Cwesoo^. Seeunf wvk-e lOb- 
1 tna). foe Lrtnrua. 

UaiSCCBBKSLiLnrillC.l'iamSiin^LuctLBm.Ma- 
m Knenu ChmU oiuinaa < tak>uuu f. The Rev MJ. 
I Walker. llJUaa, Maua'., An: verum avnn lllen- 
I One. 1pm E wn-ewi The RnCn Rev R. LlBH 

unewsra caisat Sara HC. injbiam Malun. 
u-TmKt *mre 1 HuwiN 1. "ntu Arctukacns al Has- 
«ipv*u I LVUie Culunil.SJaitvn aG, TJOpo 
Cvcir-mc. ClmosicT vmce |Hvnl|ti. Thu Rev 
, MmuUypn 

CHRUnUCMal r.Vum Maim, and Lua»-. 
Ham Huh Eacha-TM. The Per HJJi Cm * t Dm 
honk E&Uond. Th.- BeJur. J 1 *n Sana Eaduia 
Mnfci hot aisihni ahera , LaMfik' Ttw Caui id Rcb- 
ricna., Ill'pm Hoh Fadunw: r-jaw Ouai 
kvcnvaig. Purcell at G nnonr t-.UVm Panih E»«u- 
VJTO. The Brt J.F RnfcuvHin,-. 

STHOB CflHEBttL Han HC Crass BrnA- 

roU, Vi Kwm POrtah Emaurol. 17k. auXeular. 
11. IJaroCbcral Mains. V*k w Bowa.lls Das. 
(.pm Oral Ereawnt M until in E. fit Dean. 

BSCIOL Ota DMA iom Maxi, ijvjam Frniih 
Mjvk lUmSotitBnMos'.hpitiMna 

S GHkESBAL Km HC, iZ5 «n Mo turn 1 (am 

Simc EUcBonU. IVuleo . ,n G. Canon MiduU 
honrd.3 !3p<D Ew3sung.'aliMeellorietVsa;lllow- 
elbLThe Re» dutawpbei Gni3*.*rm. MSpra Or 
pit Recoil F y .vo drew Lam. 
iKSmnLB IfflEE Sim HC fftani Maun, short -*i - 
nee 1 BndL Cinua Colin oemjxx. I I.Liam Afctev 
EuchariU. Masi in ihe part* I Bvrdj. The Don, .tan 
EitmMte. Wslet m E. The Frv BemSard Urn 
niin>.4(n (.taw Pemlbi Mens Duler xTktn 
fr inmc ge na^T ho Rev Bam- Few 00 
SBUPRSK CUHUNUt. "run Eudana: I lam Ctural 
EntoniL Metre * jta nfc . H c IVknti iZannoMor- 
bn Kurtmu ’pm Evemoae. iomuen m C. Cara 
Ibloi Cunllflh 


nPUKIBOBUlSUL Tom. 8am, 9am Moan l Cam 
Mersm: Praia: IflAbm Solemn Mai 5*no time 
dejufl (.Lauap ILren Mou; Upon 5otema V6- 
pen ml Bnr4KtfcV, AJ le !(*« Ill IByrtR 

0 Jlpm Oipn HcdDl hyj<*q* Cate ?>4*n. 7pm 

men « ne msE rbbw im him. lob- 
dm W2: VAtan Matins: Ilaa Dnme Umra. 

ftwapuse Chow and Cturol Mwac. ami m Greek. 

EABOM, Of IKMmmOM OF W MB OF GOO ltas»> 
tttOttisftd. Lcetita S7T1- lOJOss Dr.aM LB tart, 
Cbacol Mioac of ihc Kwan oad Tsuntfliiy uuA- 
lied, laoe Ol Cbmdi SLinmc 
crttiimtfnamts*teara«i«LUvi4aewii 

■Oidam Envine LOurn-TiaSoraal Sohra Uucal 

MubA suar in Qnich fibvuok. 

U0 U hou caiiffl w r soot L«d» wb. 

1 lam ASureuip Priycf. Atctehop Te^lie Citirh 


Onsdte* Si Jobb 1 fctorc: HC 1 1.15am 

Munuog Prayer. Farr t- Ike berm iHarrwL Tbs 
Re* S£ Ymm. 

Its aatm-iOsptielfalew* San* Ha ®CL 11am 
Moons. Lie os tiff lad llkwetUL Tta CtaptziB 
UJftfniHC 

Capri fop* Town »f Louden: ? 15am IK. limn 
Muhb aadSamiin. Tea kmcc (ftrtj, Pretundar) 
Lo tbi on TComvoo. 

GraremrOrod 5uwh Aeiftiy Sirrti. WL 8. Uam HC 
I lorn Sanp Qndiinu. The Rev Oman Hobbs 
SbziSj OngtL Wclhnyinn Bonacta. SWI: Ham 
Mania. Warii me thieMEtiW (ticOryl, Hk Ha 
Jonathan Gooph. L2rm HC 
Bi|jHruAfWtarinpri.CCToiwriLSElftHmi5«m(i 
Eovtans. Htaa ibe ibauJDphJYiWcsfoi.TbcRev 
Cliw FivocfL 

■ UtanlyaitaK ^m^rdfimi. EC3: 1 Urn Gor 
E octarm, TTw Re« las C. Ttantow 
U Guta. SUtuart Gbtel, Wl; 7am Lo» Mas 
iruan: McetlurPrajcr, 1 lam High Mass. Mas fa 
Ihe ,cMv,UynJ),tV Re* ILDonBiAl.'lfB lem 


I Mow. eyes Solera Evcaouc and Bonhoihoa. 
Short vrrtce iCausumk The Rev P Johaffone. 

M Stas. Pmae7Bbd«e.SWff Ham 1IC 4.70am Sure 
fiedunss I UtBufartrEmtata: rra Sum Euot- 

WB> 

BjaritLLosiiua Place. Wl: 4am HC Horn. The 
Re* Jot* Coot 6-tPpm. The Kcv Amh Rtda. 
follie) BA Oath. C Id Ctimtb Sum. SWJ: 8am 1 1C 
1 Ass CMdrra'i Service, I Lim Mate. Tbc Re* Dr 
P Ehy. LLlf{sn HC <va Eienong. Hie Rer IX 

Bffj Mata Brampu Road. SWT -tarn HC, The Rev 
N*ta Len llamlob*mslSmvKc,Tfee Res 5ioua 
Dcwnham, <pm. 7 Jpm lalrnmol Sovuc. Mr Ken 
Cora. 

IMf Mriy ftrner CasMtt Road. SW?, &3Qjm Eu- 
dunsc I lam Ctiorot »*nliis Prawr, The Rev Dr 
Maras brad: llOfpfl Eactiarirt. 
ritafoteSaane5Dm.SW| ; 8«mHC HamSw 

Esshanu. WUtlocb m fi. Tbc Rccuor. 

RAtel Ita In Holbara. ECU 4 3<ba Sni Mm, 
Ham Selemfi Man. Tl* Rrv pj Jcfbcy Jou, 
a Beam. 41dpue. EO: lO.titan Stanf Ewtani, 
Phihp Ctdpul 

3 BmX Rett Strcd. EC4. 1 Ion Cbnl Mmud and 
Eudoret Mas wr five vaira ibnrik Comou Juha 
Oslo; bJQpo Cbucnl Evcmupg. Caam Jobs Oastu 
SKhMQ»n.StramJ. WCS 1 lamCtaal Mom. 
Tta bmesuuan iBtardewkllu: Rc> D Jdw Drir. 

H Qritett PWra* uarim SUTL lira 1 KL I Lm 

Sasg Eactansi, Fr BBL 

a e**re%GI««wofib Street. NW1: IRJUssMauir. 

1 loin Man Mm, Tta Vttre. 

9 Edge's. Btamattm> Wzj, London WCI: Ifhm 
Stas fomhorire R Mara BnKkJcr.6 Jltant Erran 
Prayer. Fr ftrry BoUff. 

SGcnroX Bamntrimiora. WCKJCtam HC I [eat 

Snug rirfam. TTip fianAr 

aS«ti, PtaadlEv 4»BB HC lUrc 5an* tm 
etartA . tta Rrr Mart Rubmu 5.45pm Bon i n g 
ftvm 

Stastaj. Subsi Gairird. Wl dam 1(C lOJOzm 


Sanp EKtmna. MWa hn* AeU Tta Rev Bill 
wavs; tfsBCkesI Evesioap. Stan saw |Eynt> 
9 tatCl. MroeU KAKW 430am BBC TVSer- 
*•“ K *3<k>m BranrePrac-Tbc 

Rev Phlp Sadefl. - 

8 tan SsfeUytta. Gorirek HIS, ECO: lOJOun 
Sane EadvorU. Ihs Rev John Ftml 

aJtaa. Hr* Part Craan, W2 tom HC 10am 
Fun* Commuutoo. the Rev Ttoddcra teUuni 

E«m; Service. Tta Re* Jirays Tw, 

9 WVC, Stratford Braadncy.E 15: 1 lamRnnaySor- 

vr^ttaSCTaOTJJiAtalriavi.Thf Rev David item 

bJ^mi HCTta RitMvo Hntssfcu. 

3 tart tad tail NWS^ Bam HC 9 Jtam Fttmta 
IMninMc I !am Susc Esdortal. Mnav trw nnl. 

LMln I LU 1. Tta Re* Juba Srrwiae. 

8 IfoffcSutarvStnst. San HC lOJOas Mora- 

Off ftnrerandllCthe Rev Sheta titaomeJQra 

Evom«s.lhe Very Rev KBdmd Moyne. 
RtaPKaalbtat LtmerttatataBa. ECe I ism 
SfkuuMam. 

a tiptfi WeantiBOer Abbey: linn Snag Do- 
ctors. Ireland mCL The Rev Peter CiwJL 

9 takti Rc^re't mb Reed. NYV l; bm HC9 

RroflyCi miaillii i Ue l l . i m S i in rriah Ktn Mlmvlvr- 
n» (FtifcBnia). TV Rev Aslheai Shm*. 
arista ti ta ru n. WO: ton HQ 945am Eartom, 
The Rev rOse HstoC I LMm Vbbtn in LukRq 
> 2". The Vac lASpmChinsieSavirc. Tta Scv 
LeeJpntaml EwsaMp&Jfipq Etang 

Starffte Means: Cme. WSc'bm HC 9j0mn 
PSroh Eudcnu, 1 The Rev F. GeBfc I Lite Chord 
Matea.Miu L Benoa. lZJOpmHCftJnpm Evcu- 
wus-Tbe Re» F. G«B*. 

9ta|taS0taKcnehfflcm tab RcmA SHI L93Dm 

M^wwPramr; Idem terab Mam. Frhtaarcl that; 
Jf M5U. 

9 tafl. Boerae Ssret SWI : 0m- ite Lo> lb. 
nom Mvu fr Sarm Porter. 0pm sS 
E rasos pasd nmedate. 7pm Low Bte 
9 tan. Prinutoc IfiE. NW3: 5am HQ IQJQam 


fon* EnrfnriH. Tta hmesubow (Bsudra). Tta 
Her London van Per Pimm ten wsta Ptmcr. • 
state osawtrio. Batiorti PariLwS 8am HC: 


Itaf Hm llaas Hu The Rev AnlwtaidL Tmr 
Infiunnl EJCTtaRevQurimMeteii ^ 

WPOaom. Eomoo Rnad. HWl: lOJOom Sum Urn, 

6pm Choral Eveausg. 

3 W . Whm f tacc. SW 1-. Sam. 9»m HQ l lam 
Satana Endnrta. Short vernco (1H. Tta Rev Fks- 
ry R is rlmxy j. 

SH tan Eaam Sqgare. SWI: ai5*u HC Htan ftm- 
anon iwra toswite fata UowMna: HUte 

f’tej"'*, Gkoccscr Road. SV7; Sam, Vma 1™, 


9taten,)vaerEffae,EC^ii3mSiiBcUKi l Qr. 

heart. O Cod l£v 


^ri OteFlrctSerei. EC0.8JCbmHC; ltl5*a 


Street. SWI- llm 



Tmaafca BnvmpjOT JIV7: Tam. Ram. ter. 

kAJupm. 


^^^HoAWBVfstaa.ECI. IRffixa, Dr Om 

gwas^ aasasiatia: 


"" J ““ n ’ nu * r ' R w*= ^ 
^ w 


la*. NW3: llam. Mr « 


Hadlttoisil Latin Maa. 


Coemqatr L OacuCgria 

SSSltef TtaMofCteamrardM. 


Tta Bn Rone 

sassffsgMsajsfsii 




'. * r '~~ r ~r ■ .■iidiVZP'. — - 

", fr-- ^ : 
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staying in 








K&W&S: 


Ma£teg~S 


iy^om-the. 
ffww'fiteratore 


^pme ; EHaraklkm ds^^^dlplajss Sir 
r^dwaid h is : 

the ® IdJ- 

Eoocertb &7£^. : . ■ r 

'Th^ TWr*|tsAfl OvefS^OpmBBa:^m : - 
1 : fpf iftewstonthit i^nd fiaye 1 ^.'Atews,^ 

-/or 

: ^and;f)aviadi»«r imrawrt-^iCTt. RoryWft^ratfv '* 
and (79015^-. 

: Licence to Kill (iofai Gferi 1389 UK) 9pm 

nv.- The Rickies 'are busy thawing under 
; perestroika, so Timotiiy Dalton’s po-faced Bond 
goes after Latiri American drugs barons (4752). 
Modem Tunes 9pm BBC2 (above). Is there such 
filing as “quality Ifme" with the kids if You’re 
■ a busy working rribtherFTake three of them arid 
^firid put 1346042/. } * 

■A Man's World 9.50pm BBC2. What ft was*Eke 
'.being rnsle in the first half of this century? This 
. week,- addescence (131868). ' . 

Reputations Spin BBC2.7hescmrytmth behin'd. 
Sir Harold Marin Ulan’s marriage to Lady Dorptf^r 
Cavendish (above), who was in love -with MP 
Bob Boothbyand the mqthercrf tris child 16085?.:= 
Undercover Britain ^pm C4. How easy_is it to 
buy s gun in Britain' today. Two brave reptHtes 
pack a hidden camera_and gp. look see (3882).. 
Mistresses 10pm: BB€1. Arrionra de Saricha - 
and Christine Keeler help out as we meet “the 
other woman" in the on-going series about 
infidelity (177269). 

Baa 

Fab TV 11pm ,R4. Given the quantity of unin- 
- tontionalfy hilarious Sixties'and Seventies TV that 
' already infests' our screens, this . spoof seems a 
; fiftieefe trap. Buttiie jokes are goodi How abort.. 
,a Belgian . villain by the name of Avis van Rental? - 

Lost Fortnight 2pm R4. In \ 945, while engaged 
in a re-write of The Blue Dahlia, Raymond Qisv 
dler suffered a bad case of writer’s block. Ray Con- * 
nelly’s dramatised account of the episode appears 
in Martin Jenkins's authentically ndir production.; 


Sunday television and radio 


BBC1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


R20 Match of the Day -the Road to Wembley (R) (S) 
(1567652). 

7.30 Children's BBC: Jim Henson's Animal Show. 
7.55Plavdays. 

8.15 Suenos - World Spanish (6278774). 

830 Breakfast with Frost (69720). 

930 Season of Change (5) (9369590). 

10.15 See Hear! J5J 1357381;. 

10.45 The French Experience fSJ (3571381). 

* 11.00 Hidden Empire (R) fSJ (1 300). * 

1130 My Brilliant Career. George Walker, formerly of 
Brent Walker (R) (1 229). * 

12.00 COuntiryFfle (S) (27300). 

1230 On the Record 12631 6). * 

130 EastEnders Omnibus <S> (4274869). * 

2.55 Baito - an Animated Hero. Plug for a new Steven 
Spielberg film about a crass between a wolf and a 
husky fSJ (4612300). * 

335 The Clothes Show. In Milan, for the 

autumrVw'fnter collections. A rather depressing 
thought, before even the first daffe of spring (51 
(6748958). * 

330 Match of the Day Live -the Road to Wembley. 
The FA Cup sixth-round tie between Liverpool and 
Leeds United, with Alan Hansen and Jimmy Hill. 
See The Big Match, p30. Followed by the Live 
draw for the semi-finals (S) (71 994300J. 

6.00 News, Weather (458861). * 

630 Local News (535519). 

635 Songs of Praise. From the Community Church, 
Southampton, where congregations erf 1 ,000 are 
not uncommon (S) (429720). * 

7.00 Antiques Roadshow. From Peebles in the Borders 
(S) (930671). * 

7 45 BaUykissangeL This new entertainment about an 
> English priest in Ireland is pulling in the punters - 

14 million for the 5/st episode. And Sundays are a 
- good night for actor Tony Doyle at the moment, • — 

. who's also in Band ofGo/dwer on ITV. This week 
there are local elections and Doyle’s character; 
Brian Quigley, is standing ($J (41 7836). * 

835 Binds of a Feather Another Christmas special 
retrieved from the archives (R) (S) (5089039). * 
930 News; Weather (906529J. * 

10.95 Witness Against Hitter. James Wiiby stars in a 
drama telling the true story of German a ristcoat 
Hehnuth James von Mottke's resistance to the 
Nazis. See Preview, p30 (S) (2652213). * 

1L35 {2B3 Hannah and Her Sisters (Woody Alien 1986 
US). See The Big Picture, p30 r504584J. * 

130 Wtadher (8810459). To 1. 25am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 10.05pm Wales Playhouse: 

Strangers in the Night. 1035 Witness against 
.Hitter. 12.05 Film.- Hannah and Her Sisters. 

1.50 News; Weather. 


6.15 Open University: Pure Maths (9854855). 6.40 
Maths Methods (6057381). 7.05 Shakespeare's 
Henry IV in Rehearsal (5897039). 7.30 Biology 
(4480107). 7.55 Women's Studies: Counting the 
Threads (1925565). 8.20 The Baby's in Your 
Court (4710923). 8.45 Open Advice (62789421 

9.10 Australian Grand Prix. An entire re-run of last 
night's race (SJ (580639421 

1130 Top Score (SJ (4645749). 

11.45 StarTrek(7?J (5103497). * 

1235 Police Squad (R) (7130107). 

1.00 Singled Out (Followed by Family Album) (31132). 

130 Arotind Westminster (52584). 

2.00 European Indoor Athletics. Live coverage from the 
concl uding day’s action in Stockholm (4349039). 

230 B23 The Yellow Rolls Royce (Anthony Asquith 
1 964 UK). Fbrtmanteau movie about the three 
owners of the eponymous motor: Rex Harrison, 
Ingrid Beigman and George C Scott (400915651 

4.50 Under Exposed (5J (1521 720). * 

5.00 Rugby Special. The County Championship semi- 
finals (S)(l 294). 

6.00 Natural World. See Preview, p30 (S) (7296871 * 

6.50 European Indoor Athletics (8788231 

730 Wheeler on America. The average sentence for 
drug-related crimes in the US is now longer than 
- the penalty lor manslaughter, armed assault and 
rape - and 60 per cent of America's prison 
population is there tor non-violent narcotic crime. 
How so? (SJ (3752511* 

830 The Money Programme. How town centres are 
fighting back against out-of-town supermarkets 
with ideas garnered in the US (SJ (964949). * 

9.00 Clive Anderson Is Our Man In— Lagos. More 
holidays in hell as our brief-tumed-media celeb 
manages to get arrested, twice (S) (695403). * 

9.40 Australian Grand Prix. Highlights from Melbourne 

- - YS> (5981071 

1030 BBS Earth Girls Are Easy (Julien Temple 1989 
US). Three randy aliens from outer space (Jeff 
Goldblum, Jim Carrey and Damon Wayans) land 
in Californian beautician Geena Davis's back yard. 
She gives them a make-over and they hit the 
boulevards in Temple's trash-ethic, soundtrack- 
driven satire on West Coast wavs (1 562331 * 

11.55 Wbathervtew (21 7590). 

12.00 BHg Queen of Outer Space (Edward Bemds 
1958 US). Supremely daft B-sci-fi about a 
manned spaceship which crash-lands on Venus, a 
planet which is populated entirely by women. Zsa 
Zsa Gabor headlines (85758791 

130 The Space Between the Door and the Floor 
Surreal fantasy about a man waiting in his office 
for the girl of his dreams (361 7492). To 1.40am. 

2.00 The LeamiragZone. To 7.00am. 


6.00 GMTV 6.00 The Sunday Review. 6.30 News and 
Sport 7.00 The Sunday Programme (93774). 

8.00 Disney Club. With Craig Doyle, Neil Buchanan 
and Jenny Pbwell (SJ (362533001 * 

10.15 Link. A troupe of disabled actors (SJ (7704738). 

1030 A Meditation. Nic Frances finds religion 

flourishing in the City of London. Mammonism 
presumably (44768). * 

1130 Blessed Are They. Eric Robson ponders “blessed 
are the poor in spirit” (SJ (88011071. * 

1135 ChaJke Talk. Not to be confused with... (SJ 
(7901213). 

1230 Crosstalk (570391 

1 .00 News, Weather (48738126). * 

1.10 Jonathan Dimbleby. Dimbo's guest is David 
Blunted (5) (69355651 

2.00 London: Countdown to the Millennium First of 
five films looking at what the future holds for 
London (R) (16381). 

3.00 Murder, She Wrote (S) (6036403). 

3.50 BOS Spies Like Us (John Landis 1 985 US). 
Disappointing espionage spoof, what with 
Landis's involvement, plus the first movie teaming 
of Saturday Night Live's Chevy Chase and Dan 
. Ackroyd (3425651 

530 The London Programme (2261 

6.00 London Tonight (727403). * 

6.15 News & Weather [72 2958). * 

630 You've Been Framed! (R) (SI (52 91 * 

7.00 BUS Turner and Hooch (Roger Spottaswoode 
1989 US). Neatness-obsessed detective Tom 
Hanks is teamed with a slobbish dog to 
investigate a murder. A big "aa aah" for the pooch 
and some chuckles for Hanks (SJ ( 95529774 1 * 

8.45 News, Weather (3858361 * 

9.00 Band of Gold. Prostitute drama. Carol and Rose 
are faced with a nasty murder as Joyce enjoys 
Blackpool (SJ (64031 * 

10.00 Cracker. Final tranche of the Fitz/Albie showdown 
(R) (SJ (95901 * 

11. 00 The New Statesman. Alan's ETStard's wife inherits 
a fortune (R) (4749). 

1130 Sledge Hammer (1 1 836). 

12.00 pilty Money, Power, Murder (Lee Philips 1989 
US). They forgot “tedium" and “horse manure" in 
the title of this vapid TV movie about a news 
cameraman searching for a missing newsreader. 
No stars (SI (618850). 

1.45 Cue the Music. Luther Allison in concert 
(475459J. 

2.45 0S3 King of the Wind (Peter Duffeil 1989 US). 
The story of an 18th -century thoroughbred Arab 
stallion somehow attracted the likes of Richard 
Harris, Nigel Hawthorne and Glenda Jackson (SJ 
(7803431 To 4.35am. 


FllmrLeap of Faith (Richard Pearce 1992 US) 
930pm BBC1 (above). Uncertainty of tone is 
the main -problem as Steve Martin's religious 
cofiman. is derailed by the love of an honest 
/waitress (685912). 

Film: The Loved One (Tony Richardson 1965 
UK) 1235am BBC2. Christopher isherwood's 
script (juiced up by Teny Southern) from Evelyn 
Waugh’s novel, about an Englishman in Holly- 
wood, makes a surprisingly successful transition 
to the screen (7252391 


Bristol Lunchtime Concert lpm R3. A new series 
of concerts featuring Stravinsky’s chamber music. 
Points of Departure 8.50pm R4. Re-run of an 
impressive series: foreign correspondents relate 
the expediences that have mattered most to them. 


635 TransWorid Sport (R) (7429497). 

7.20 Take 5 (SJ (58963001 

7.45 The Magic School Bus (SJ (25720). 

8.15 Hong Kong Phooey (62 985841 

830 Stunt Dawgs (6275855). 

835 Biker Mice from Mars (6350590). 

9.20 The Secret World of Alex Mack (SJ (2401381). 

9.50 Earthworm Jim (S) (5492 768). 

10.15 Saved by the Beil (27823821 * 

10.40 Wise Up. Junior reportage. Two Welsh boys 
waylay the Welsh minister, William Hague, and 
ask him to sing their national anthem (40845651 

11.15 NBA Raw. The Charlotte Hornets play host to the 
Orlando Magic (402045). 

12.15 Mission Impossible. Some bods want to 
re-establish the Third Reich (6938551 * 

1.15 Board Stupid (SJ (639497). 

1.45 Football Italia. Juventus vs Lazio (524384781 

4.00 The Pink Panther (4928039). 

4.10 The Rapeof Tutankhamun. John Romeris 
indignant at the state of the Valley of the Kingstf?) 
(SJ (72582321 * 

530 Hoilyoaksf/?) (SJ (763). * 

6.00 ™ Forbidden Planet (Fred McLeod Wilcox 

1 956 US). Classic old piece erf sci-fi, based loosely 
on Shakespeare's The Tempest with Leslie Nielsen 
and crew crash-landing on a distant planet and 
bumping into Walter Pidgeon, his daughter Anne 
Francis, and Rob by the Robot (37920854). 

7.50 Travelog Treks. Emma Freud in Belize 0874031 * 

8.00 Wired World, includes a report on London's 
Freedom FM, the world’s first 24-hour lesbian and 
gay radio station (30391 

830 My Generation: The Troggs. Reg Presley and his 
Wild Thing remembered (R) (SJ (8774). * 

9.00 131BI The Dressmaker (Jim O’Brien 1 988 UK). 
Particularly fine drama, adapted by John McGrath 
from Beryl Bainbridge, about three generations of 
Merseyside women enduring the Blitz. Uptight, 
respectable Joan Plowright and flirtatious Billie 
Whitelaw are sisters - aunts of young Jane 
Horrocks, who is conducting a nervous love affair 
with a n American Gl (97861328). * 

10.40 E1TC1 Salome's Last Dance (Ken Russell 1987 
UK). Oh lawks. Ken Russell at his very worst, with 
Nickolas Grace as Oscar Wide having difficulty 
putting on his banned play, so staging it at the 
local brothel. Stratford Johns is Herod, and one 
Imogen Millais-Scott stars as the dancer with the 
plenit ude of headscarves. Miss (41 304590). * 

12.20 HQZ1 Life, Love and Tears (Nikolay Gubenko 
1984 USSR). A medical officer at an old people's 
hostel tries to create a real home for the residents. 
Any songs? (625140). 

2.10 Fbur-Mations f 2284985 1 To 2.35am. 


ITV/Regions 

MGUA 

fa Undon eccpt I23ft*n Argfa Tie/* i^,7C39‘ 2J30Cixo- 
trytvtte (3863 1 . 230 H©iwr,- lo Heaven 3JS 

Alt GoH (70C’l~31ti 535 Ksrtxm fWtoJ tlLOOSrrt 
Mountain of aw Moon <219X0! 130am Hotel BaOytri 
0330343! 2J5am Laeanuw USOiitt 115am Sm 
08/aKJ. 4.10m fur, Bures < 1 734581 7. 4.4043tan 
KMoiap Vtrrran Vaato i7393S&3> 

1YNE TEES/TO RK5HIRE 

As London mgq* 1335pm fzne Nev.sv.ee*' {$7975651 
Nxts.- Yjt C anCookfS 7 06jJ3> 2.00 Mirier, sue Mime 

0108774) Z35 A Wjrtd ol Waxtef (3C3S519! 3 JO 
Fim: 3oes UsG?7S>7*i8l 5.10 RctocC* |73*C5I< 

6.00 Report News 1727403* 11.00 7,m: The Fm* 

« Thar Be i-J’JPi. CW j trader, f-7 J9i 1130 

Ait Coal Mob's Dau^a 1190381). 1.1 Sam Fffln: Rcs- 
hee (6775554 d*. 43D-530am KtAnoa t aW5S.‘ 

CENTRAL 

AsUnOmec^lJ30!mtoraWsvv*«*i72C-S90i ZOO 
ffs U/Soi 1 I 86 J l 230 Hgiuay t, Ffc&ai i <7 'to/A'l 335 
CatraniWW/JCm a«llreKa3£KaniSJ)3£^ SMdu 
House [459872* lLOQThertardtte VVtofci49J07> 435an 
Jttfrete 06098791 530530m Asm Ey? EMJ37I 

MTV 

As London empt 1235pm We si- Cooking a me Acad- 
emy r57975S5J. MtiteL face lo Faith (5 ? 9 75651. 240 
Wat HTV Vtet Art*. F*n AvizrtB ]«6 11861). Wate- 
WEkh Agenda ( i 86 1 1 230 1'ftst v*a Mach Plus i? J 01 
H&te Sceco Surtto 1 (770) 330 Wfest teauiavs 147681 
IVjfss. Picture, horn the Afire (47681 330 Fibre Ba^Je 
Beyond the Stais 19044031 5.10 ConnatMn Street - A 
CeiefiraDHi (76580451 11. DO Flnt Maintains, at the Mom 
0193001 1 30am Hotel Bebvion (733074?' 2.15am 
Late and Lcud (450. ; 4 lH 3-15am Sntft (5SJ S0531 4.10am 
Funrv Business (1 '84381 7' 4/40-530am Hawaoan linn- 
man Tnathton 1995 i?3968DSl 

HERD HU 

As London escepfc 1230pm Sewer Days {KSOOlOi. ZOO 
Wish You Wtere Here...? 1 18611 230 The Mershan Milch 
mot. 3.00 Highway n 1 69543551 335 Fibn: 

StoesUK Us (9075901 SAOCaUs Ev*r 4 S 9672 i 1130 
Film: Mountains oi the Moor* (3/9300> 130am Hotel 
Sa&yton (22303421. 2.15am U* and loud (450140). 
3J5am Ssl: (3£ 1 50531 4J0an Fiat. Ssnea 3 7S45(8J 71 
440330am H»aa»i Iwrcnan Tnahle*’. 1S95 r?3S898i 

WE5TC0UNTRT 

As London ecepfc 1230pm Wescxamy Updats (723J59L') 
1235 Wesioamirv News (2634367 J ! 2.00 Wild west 
QxrtnilSCl) 230 Wes:.-?ui^y Weeterd UtetthrlOl 

3.00 World cr Wbnder (6 75451 9 3 J5 FBnt Dramands 
ait Fomer |7£»3L' ’t8'. 5.40 Gemuays P5S8 72 1 1 1 .00 
FtatMcutansofireMcaruJJ93K» 130«n Hotel Baby- 
lon (23303431 ZlSam Late and Loud (450/401 3.15am 
Shift (9819053) 4.10am Funny Business (1734881 7) 
440330am Hawaiian lonman TnaSiton 1£S5 i 7 3£iSSBS' 

S*C 

As C4 except 730am Tahe Fr« 1 5895300' 83S Ter- 
room (91 745J9) 9.10 The wmw w Ale* Ma* 

IS4562 3' 940 l!aw,:rai ,467455 ? ' 1 0. 1 0 HcJyate 
1 48565501 1.15pm Rwwid a Hmund (6394971 1.45 
Rap i4251 (2J5i 2.10 Tocyn Tyw rO;2922) 3.10 
FJm: Where WeiVlrr-m Here? 03362941. 430 T he 
Auengpis 156687.' 530 FoW y Cwn 079402941 7 J5 
CtechrauCanu Dechr2uCanntii(/25316i 735Newyd- 
dion 18992941 ROO bevns 'ItorS 18861071 8X0 Bryn 
Terfel (2465651 935 Saifit Ar r Sul 16259581 9.55 
SanSleftan i5367S4! 10.15-2.25am Fllnu ijnce Upon 
a Time in America ilf 533356-'. 


Radio 


Radiol 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 2.00 Trevor Nelson's ■ 
Rhythm Nation 4.00 UK Top 40 

7.00 Mavericks: Pioneers of R ’n* B 

8.00 Radio 1 Rock Show 10.00 
Andy Kershaw 12.00 Mary Anne 
Hobbs 4.00-6-30am Clive Warren 

Radio 2 

ffiHam-wi 

7.00am Don Maclean 9.05 
. Michael Aspel 10J0 Hayes on 
^Sunday 12.00 Desmond Carrington 
t 2-00 Benny Green 3.00 David 
■ Jacobs 4.W In Marble Halls 4.30 
Sing Something Simple 5.00 Pam 
Ayres 7.00 Beryl Grey 830 Sunday 
Hart Hair 9.00 Alan Keith 10.00 
Maybe It’s Bemuse... 12.05 Stave 
Madden 3.00 Alex Lester 

Radio 3 

laz-EOHrflU 

7.00am Sacred and Profane. 

835 Choice of Three. 

9.00 Brian Kay's Sunday Morning. 

12.15 Music Matters. 

1.00 News; From the Proms 1995. 
Kaha and MarieHe Labeque 
(pianos). Academy of Santa Ce- 
ciliaDanHeie Gam. Respighi: 
Fountains of Roma Poulenc: 
Double nano Concerto in D mi- 
nor. Tchaikovsky: Symphony No 
5 in B minor (Pathetique). 

2*5 Spirit of toe Age. Christopher 
Fcige visits "Journal Cathedral. 

3.45 Celebrity Recital R ecor d e d at 
toe Symphony Hall Birmingham. 
Borodin Ciartet: Andrei Abre- 
.menfcew and M:khaH Kopeknan 
(vioans). Psamfiev. String Quartet 
No 2 m F. Beethoven: String Quar- 
tet in F miner. 0p"95. Tfchafkousfcy: 
String Quartet No 2 in F. 

5-30 five from toe Fifties. Colin 
McLaren looks at toe role played 
by coffee bars in Fifties culture. 
.535 Howard. Shaitey (Piano). 

. Rachmamnow Vocal tse. Op 34 
No 14; POBdnneite, Op 3 No 4. 

5.45 The Sunday Feature: Generat- 
mgtoe Beas. See Choice, above. 

530 Recorder, Guitarand Lute. 
^Tetemann: Two Famasies.rTWV 
T r 40j! Koppel: Mete's Dances. 

• : Sctieindensb variations on an 
Austrian Folk Tune. Gneg-- 
Stumping. Dance; feasants 
Song; Due's Dance; Lullaby: Hu- •• 
■mcrous Dance tLyric Pieces). 

730 The Stffldej Play. John Dollar. 

By Marianne Wiggins. 
9.i3ChodWjrte. Beethoven: Mass - 
in 0, Op 123, Poulenc: Sept re- 
pors.destenetBes- • 
H.IM230am Retort Review. 
BuHding a Library. 



Choice 


Books and Company (21.45am 
R4) heads west in search of the 
American crime novel, from LA 
to Florida. And in Generating 
the Beats {5.45pm R3), 
professional Londoner lain Sinclair 
fleflj heads west to talk to William 
Burroughs and other survivors of 
the beat generation. 


Satellite 


Radio 4 

02.4-94. 6MHz flh ]38kHz IM 
6.00am News Briefing. 

6.10 Something Understood. 

635 Weather. . 

7.00 News. 

7.10 Sunday Papers. 

7.15 On Your Farm. 

7.40 Sunday. 

830 The Week's Good Cause. 

8J55 Weather. - 

9.00 News. 

9.10 Sunday Papers. 

9.15 Letter from America. 

9.30 Easter People. 

10.15 The Archers. 

11.15 Mediumwave. 

1145 Books and Company. See 
Choice, above. 

12.15 Desert Island Discs. 

12.55 Weathec 

1.00 The Wbrld This Weekend. 

1.55 Shipping JrorecasL 

2.00 Gardeners’ Question Time. 
230 Classic Serial: The Roads to 

Freedom. By Jean-Raul Sards. 
330 Pick of toe Week. 

4.15 Analysis. Is Britain In toe pip 
of a moral crisis? 

5.00 News; The Oft Season. Wo). 
530 Poetry Please! 

5-50 Shipping Forecast. 

5.55 Weather. 

6.00 Six O'clock News. . 

6.15 Feedback. 

630 In Business. 

730 Children's BBC Radio 4: trav- 
elling Light (2/6). 

730 Opinion. Chief Superintendent 
Caroline Nicholl argues that tax- 
payers do not get toe best value- 
for- money fromthe police. (3/6). 

8.00 (FM) The Natural History 

Programme. 

8-00 (LW) Open University. 8.00 . 
\flPs: Marie Stapes. 8.30 Who 
Cares? The District Nuree- 9.00 
Women's Studies: Religious Re- 
. - belltons. 9.20 American Conver- 
sations: Walter Mosley. 9.40 The 
- Musical Heritage of toe Jews. 
830 (FM> That's History, 

$.00 (FM) Fourth Column Revisited. 
930 (FM) John Keats the Doctor. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 Medicine Now. 

10.45 The Disunited Kingdom. 

11.15 In Committee. 


11.45 Seeds of Faith. 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story. Expecting. 

By Emma Donogriue. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast. 

1.00 As World Service. (FM only 
from 4.00) 

4.00 (LW) Cricket World Cup. The 
third quarter-final horn Karachi. 

Radio 5 

lesi.aBvcMH 

6.05am Straight Up 630 Brian 
. Hayes at Breakfast 9.05 Sunday with 
Mair 1135 Special Assignment 

12.00 Midday Edition 12.15 The Big 
Byte L05 Baker and Kelly Up Front 
230 Gary Lineker's Sunday Sporr 
6-05 Jhn and toe Doc 7.00 News Ex- 
tra 735 The Add Test 835 For God's 
Sale 835 Asian Perspective 9.00 
Daflyn Worldwide 10.05 Out This 
Week 1035 Crime Desk 11.00 Night 
Extra 12.05 NightcaH 2.00 Up AD 
Night 5. 00-6 -00am Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

(ItXLO-JOLUUlitt 

6.00am Sarah Lucas. 9.00 Classic 
Romance. 12.00 Celebrity Choice. 

1.00 Alan Mam. 3.00 Masterclass. 
Bach: Brandenburg Concerto No 3. 

4.00 Robert Booth. 7.00 Book 
Browse. 8.00 Evening Concert. 
Prokofiev: Symphony No I hi D; 

Suite: Romeo and Juliet; Cantata: 
Alexander Nevsky Elgar: Nimrod. 
1030 Howard's Week. 12.00 Andre 
Leon. 4.00-6.00am Mark Griffiths. 

Virgin Radio 

(1215. 1197-EHWb MW lK-MfeAfl 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 10.00 
.Graham Dene 2.00* Nicky Home 

6.00 Milch Johnson 10.00 Gary 
Davies 2-OO-G.OOam Robin Banks 

World Service 

llSBWtzlSO 

1.00am Worid News 1.10 Press* 
Review L15 Sell. Sell, Sell 1.30 
Anything Goes 2.00 Newsday 230 
Composer of the Month 3.00 Work) 
News 3.15 Sports Roundup 3.30 
Jas for the Asking 4.00 Newsdesk 
430 Off the SheH: Spring Torrents 
4.45' Sell, Sell, Sell 5.00 Newsday 

530 Andy Kershaw 


SHONE 

6.00am Hour of Fewer 149720). 
7J00 Undun (599958). 1030 
Ghoul-Lashed (47008229). 11.45 
The Perfect Family (2449774 ). 

12.00 The Hit Mix (872941 1.00 
Slar Trek (96942). 2.00 The VWtfd 
at War (47229). 330 Star Trek; 
Vbya&rr (933811 . 430 WWF Ac- 
tion Zone (S531 6). 5.00 Around 
the Vlferid (3S6JL 530 Power 
Rar^as (9774). 630 The Simp- 
sons (6687). 730 Booty Hils 
90210 (247491 3.00 Star Trek: 
\foy3ger (33497). 9.00 Highlander 
(19861). ia00 Ran^adte/J67201 

11- 00 Sen^d (860451 1130 
Dudcmai (625841 12.00 60 Min- 
utes (664591 1.00 5he-WoJf of 
London (92459). 2.0O-7.00am Hit 
Mix Long Ray 0485121). 

SKTIKMES 

6JXbmCbopalra<1963) 
(7511519). 10.00 fet Shop 11994) 
(75403). 1230 Oh, Heavenly Deg! 
(1980) I8Q267J1 L55 Mcnte Cado 
or Bus! (1969) (635427741 4.00 
Vftrtadsof Attertis 097K (43001 
630 Fte Shcp (1994) (829231 
730 The Mage Kid 2 (1993) 
(33956L 930 Murder One - Chap- 
ter Tfen (112291 10.00 On Deadly 
Ground (1994) (943519L 11A5 
The Movie Show (1163001 1235 
Bevmd Bedlam (1994} 1403492) 
L45 White Mde (1994) (J05SJ 71 
330435am Unda 1 Irnestj^tion 
(1993) (121 78985). 

MOVIE CnUUEL 

6.00am You’re Never Too Young 
(1955! f 32132 J. 8.00 Freddie as 
FR07 (1992J (41980942). 935 
Quo Vfedfe (1953) (20492132). 
12.25 Final Days of Butch and 
Sundance (1993) 012720). 

2.00 To See Such Fun (1977) 
(38942). 4v00 XXX 1 S, & 000 ’s 
(1994) (2942). 6to0 The Face on 
the Milk Carton (1995). Drama 
staring Kellie Martin (25478). 
8-00 Wyatt Earp (1994) 
(156030391 11.10 Menace II 
Society (1993) (SJ2SS51 1230 
Body Snatchers ( 1 993) 
(4018701). 230 The Thmg 
Called Low (1993) (352324). 

4J2 0-5. 55am The Face on the 
MBk Carton (19961 (964324). 

SXTWWIESHHH 

12- OOnoon His Kind of Woman 
(1951) (65774). 2.00 Beautiful 
Bui Dangerous (19521 (12942). 

4.00 JuHa (1977) (S132J. 6.00 
Hotel (1967) (59209126). 8.05 
Spacshunter: Adventures In toe 
Forbidden Zone (1983) 
(49223774). 11L0D Enemy Mine 


11985) (S49229I. 1135 Inferno 
(1980) (328126). 145-330am 
Rasputin - The Mad Monk (1966) 
(726459J. 

UXQM8 

7.00am Give Us a Clue 
(5406253J. 730 Gc4ng for Gold 
(7685316). 7.55 Th? Rnk fenther 
(90906551. 8.05 The Flame Trees 
of Thika 1 5069690). 9.00 Slate’s 
Seven (5152381). 10.00 Dr Who: 
Resistance Is Useless 19234942). 

10.10 Dr Wta- (36302749). 1-00 
ferry Mason (58260749.1 230 
Kenny's Comic Cuts (6246565/. 

3.00 The Bill Omnibus (921 98294). 
530 To the Manor Bom (3417720 L 

6.00 The Two Ronnies (2975300). 

7.00 Morecambe and Wise 
(92564781 8.00 Ptfdaik 
(81020855). 9-05 The S« Wives 
of Henry VIII (S95553691 11.00 
Bob Mmkhouse (3007774 J. 

12.05 A Very fecufar Practice 
(257835461. 1.10 Reilly Ace of 
Spies (2757985). Z05-7.00am 
Shopping at Ni^rt (499050SJ. 

SKYSPOflTS 

7.00am International Motors port 
(95107). 830 Rdiel Sports 
(44126). 9.00 Big Time Boxing 
(96565). 11.00 Trans World 
Sport 122478). 12.00 Goals on 
Sunday (99652). 2.00 Hold trie 
Back Page (83045). 3.00 US 
PGA Seniors Goff (22749). 5.00 
Athletics (36107). 7.00 World 
Wide Rugby (30687). 9.00 Foot- 
ball (650301. 11.00 AtoletKS 
(14720 1. 1.00-3. 00am Worid 
Wide Rugby (29689). 

SKYSPOflTS 2 

7.00am Soccer Extra (54J2565). 

11.00 Roller Hockev (3 146107). 

12.00 Golf (8089720). 2.00 
Worid Wide Rugby (37584031 
4 30 Powerboat Worid 
(6343328). 430 Rebel Sports 
(4448792). 5.00 Cricket 
(2742519). 7.00 Roller Hockey 
(3657720). 8.00 GoH 
OOS4233I. 11.00 Rebel Sports 
(4537923). 1130 Powerboat 
World (60057631. 12.00-1.0Qam 
Roller Hockey (S937430J. 

LIVE TV 

9.00am AM Lwa 10.00 The 
Fashion Show. 11.00 Video Box. 

1.00 A Week in Review. 2.00 
Sport Live. 5.00 Best erf Buzin'. 

7.00 Showttr Uvc. 8.00 A Week 
in Review. 9.00 Die Fashion 
Shew. 930 Video Box. 10.00 
Stand-Up Live 11.00 The Sex 
Show. 12.00 Stand-Up Live. 

1230 The Sex Show. 1.00- 
6,00am Night Hours. 


Pastimes 

Chess William Hartston 


ww.-sj).--:; A 

an •« •> 
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K-.. , 

:/■ , !■■■ <•> 

• '* 1 ■ >• l 

One of the greatest of all 
end-game study composers. 
Genrich Kasparyan, died 
earlier this year aged 85. A 
master-strength player him- 
self. Kasparyan had a talent 
for creating game-like posi- 
tions hiding great supnses. 
The diagram fafcnvj is one 
impressive example. It is 
White to play and win. 

l.Bxd7+ Kxd72.bxc6+ is 
tempting, since 2...Kxc7 
loses to 3.c7. But 2...Rxc6! 

3.Rxcb Kxe7! gives Black 
an easy draw. I...bxc6?? 
allows Rati mate, and 


Bridge Alan Hiron 


Game all; dealer West 
North 

♦ J 8 4 
«P8 7 5 
vK 10 

♦ A Q 10 6 3 

West East 

♦K 4652 

TAKQ64 T>J32 

•>93 3 2 <*8764 

♦J 7 4 +K9 2 

South 

♦ AO 109 73 
^109 
*AQJ 
*85 

South applied some inieresi- 
ing logic to his play in 4 * on 


l.Rxcti+ dxeti 2.Bxcti lets 
Black defend with 2...RbS+ 

3. Ka7 Bd4+. So White must 
begin with a bishop move to 
vacare eS, but which one? 

Wherever it goes, play 
continues l...Rb8+ 2.Ka7 
Bd4+ 3.bti when 3...Rxb6!? 
poses problems. After 

4. e8=Q+ Kc7, how is White 
to defend against the threat 
of 5...Rb7+ and 6...Ra7 
mate? The answer has to be 

5. Ra2! (to meet Rb7+ with 
Ka8). So White's first move 
must be l.Bf7! to protect the 
rook in case of 5...Rb2+. 
Now for the cle\’er part. 

After I.Bf7 RbS-i- 2.Ka7 
Bd4+ 3.bti Bxb6+ 4.Kati 
BdS!, Black threatens mate 
on aS. White has no time to 
queen his pawn. So how can 
he win? The answer is a 
delight: 5.Rxcti+! dxeti 
6JBe6+ Kc7 7.eS=N mate - 
an underpromotion and 
mate out of the blue, with 
every piece playing a part. 


Perplexity 


Losswords: Our on-line 
dictionary has been playing 
up again, deleting the letters 
of each word, in the correct 
order, from the definitions. 
Then, to make matters 
worse, it closes the gaps 
between words. So “lost", 
defined as “allowed to stray" 
appears only as ‘*alwed- 
toray". but it does at least 
indicate the number of 
letters omitted. See if you 
can decode these three: 
riestongsrklinwis (9) 
olitidooherdqu (7) 
ingronomy (5) 

A prize of the Laroussc Desk 
Encyclopedia awaits a correct 
answer. Entries, by 21 Mar. 
to: Saturday Pastimes, the 
Independent. 1 Canada Sq, 
London E14 5DL. 

24 February competition: 

Answer: Ps>cbologisi (school 
pigsty). AnihropologisLs cshiwi- 
ing portals). Hisiorian train 
hoist |. dinner: Stella Moftal. 


this deal. He had all the nec- 
essary clues. but it would have 
been easy to overlook them. 

West opened 1 *? and, after 
two passes. South re-opened 
with 2* - neither strong nor 
weak, but just about right in 
the protective position. North 
raised to game and all passed. 

West started with three top 
hearts against 4 * and declarer 
ruffed the third. IL would have 
been all too easy to rely (un- 
successfully) on finesses in 
both the black suits, but South 
read more into the position. At 
trick four he laid down the ace 
of trumps and dropped West 's 
singleton king! Can you see 


the logic behind this appar- 
ently anti-percemagc play? 

Declarer reasoned that a 
successful trump finesse would 
be unnecessary, for if East held 
the guarded king, it was a 
certainty that the club finesse 
would be right. Remember. 
East had passed his partner’s 
opening hid. The extra edge 
that South had given himself 
wns that if West held the king 
of trumps, it was singleton. 

And if nothing fell under 
the acc of trumps and the 
club finesse proved to be 
wrong? Then declarer could 
justly accuse his partner of 
ove r- exuberance. 
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The big picture 

Hannah and Her Sisters 
Sun 11.35pm BBCl 

Michael Came has had many more 
dramatic roles than the philandering 
husband in Hannah and Her Sisters, 
but lew that showcase so well his 
understated but undeniable screen ■ ' 
presence. As he struggles vainly 
against his lust for the sister of his 
wife (Mia Farrow), he succeeds in. 
conjuring up a variety of emotions 
with the minimum of grandstanding 
gestures, in this, Allen's typically 

. well-constructed ensemble corasty 

about sex and death in Manhattan. 


Television preview 

RECOMMENDED VIEWING THIS WEEKEND 
fay Gerard Gilbert 



TbeSbmSictofxperiefltt Sat £ 15pm fl¥ 


Trfc top Sat9pm;B&l . . ' Y.; : 

Si drear Copsaadte Hoio Hags S#lOJ5pm W 


J 't’s called castingagamst type, and it's asgoodaway * .. _ 

as any of kicking lazy casting directors up thepams. missed the boo-ha surrounding js a Jkmes vot MpKke’s frfaye Ogpcraticifr 

Last week we had Birds of a Feather PtrnK ne Quirke game show for in tending : afl. vgiy .worthy, but fraye -to 

as a murderer serving life in the excellent The Sculp- being married thereandtiirap^ idea - remote h^ f sffl.rein^bCT 

tress. This week it’s that nice Kevin Whately from could be c^Dded toa^me Showfof d^^Muginar-'’' ereftby 

Inspector Morse nod Peak Predict, as a wife-bealer. The rieds - with the winning patftiet gettkig a quickie . ifaesUwwi that give the gl.Knp t 


i^rfetocratYH 


afl. vety>orthy,but-.£ ^Ve -to 

remote hene.' IsfOlVetri^ -M- 


occasion is Lucy Gannon's thoughtful shocker of a 
drama, Hip Hap (Sat BBCl), and coming to think of 
it, it was a Lucy Gannon drama, Tender Loving Cars, 
that cast Dawn French as a nurse who was bumping 
off her patients. And, while we're still making con- 
nections, Gannon was also responsible for Whately’s 
Peak Practice, not to mention Soldier, Soldier and 
BrumwcH. Commissioning editors must camp out on 
her from lawn. 

Whately is frighteningly believable as the harrassed 
primary school headteacher given to breaking his wife’s 
ribs as she reads in bed. And Stella Gonec hands in a 
virtuoso performance as a woman trapped between 
self-loathing and a closed fist. It’s the sort of drama 
that makes you wonder how many potentially abusive 
husbands-to-be are amongst the contestants on The 


divorce and cus fo^c^ d^- ^^Q g^? Eft-only to^,xg (gfe 

been televised in the past Arme 'tfSdlife that hkngsofrt &oa$ drotiip^^ v 

and Diana-. --‘.V. •■•' -. r -' Afnc^wa^ ^ 

Remember The Red Light 2bw, Cbannel 4's Late; n^lb^yaigroatt , a Y. 

njght attempt (let's bO-d^tabie) to brcmlea tbe'. fioatlheTasSE^^ ;,/■ 

discussion of matters sexuaTon pur TV screens. Their ' > ation, there are 
follow-up is called Tbe Biue Light Zoriei a sea^on of conjedy. ’Witness tf&cirC^^ 
programmes about the po&c,.^ ^ rather than strati oottfe>^ ^siung 

didn’t already resemble the tar parkat NewSCOtland i’-them around. v , * '■ 

Yard. Actually, the only non-repeat amoogst the fbur : - ' Add stifl cm thef sgabjeCf of CarnJVpTO ai^par^ifi^ti;" ?• T. 
opening films is ratbei^cxl SubwayC^s aadtbeMofe , ; JBookmark (Sat BBC2) fcas a '^&b aboto.tfee-: 

Kings (Sat C4) goes on the Beat wrth the NYPDoffr- . (ussiaSy steffli^frrfaob^ 
cere re^nsfrleforpoliringtiK ^ isubjiea, whkfritB^ 

made their homes in Manhatren’ssevversand subways.; . Wilde, quoted herb - ,; ^e^gr^mahftas bis <us&- 
Witness against ffider (Sun.BBCl), meanwhile,' .'pies, and ifs.ahra^Jjfcl^ 
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Saturday television and radio 


BBCl 


7J25 Ne ws? Weatfrer(57iS&J7A 

730 Children's BBCj Iznogpud. 7.45 The Artbax 

Bunch. 8.00 Iznogoud. 8.10 The Flintstones. 8.35 
The Addams Family. 

9.00 Live and Kicking. Guests include Shane Richie, 
singer Louise, and Birmingham FCs managing 
director Karren Brady (S) (69413248). 

12.12 Weather 12405847). 

12.15 Grandstand. 12.20 Football Focus. 12.55 Racing 
from Chepstow. 1.00 VAfeathertays Leasing 
Directory Handicap Hurdle. 1.10 News. 1.15 
Motor Racing: news of today's qualifying session 
for the Australian Grand Prix. 1.25 Racing from 
Chepstow. 1 .30 Bet with the Tote Novice 
Handicap Chase Final. 1 .40 Athletics: The 
European Indoor Championships from Stockholm , 
including the finals of the men's 60m hurdles and 
the women's 60m. 1.55 Racing from Chepstow: 

2.00 Beaufort Novice Hurdle. 2.10 Rugby League: 
Live coverage of the Silk Cut Challenge Cup semi- 
final match between St Helens and Widnes (kick 
off 2.15pm). 3.00 Athletics. 3.10 Rugby League: 
The second half of this afternoon's match. 3.50 
Football Half-Times 4.00 Athletics. 4.40 Final 
Score r651922 70J. 

5.20 News; Weather (9077002). * 

5.30 Local News, Ufeather (11 7538). 

535 Cartoon 1287335). 

5.45 Big Break. Snooker and general knowledge (SJ 
(3543351. * 

6. 15 The New Adventures of Superman. Lois's ex-lover 
arrives In Metropolis fSl (373083). * 

7.00 Noel’s House Party. A Gotcha for Jeremy Clarkson 
(5) (861408). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. Eternal perform their 
new single and help press the button (SJ 
< 7404601 . 

8.05 Morecambe and Wise. John Mills in Ernest Wise's 
Escape from Stalag 54 is amongst this compilation 
from the 1970s (R) (547460). * 

8.35 News and Sport; Weather (Followed by National 
Lottery Update) (712847). 

9.00 Trip Trap. Kevin Whately gets nasty in Lucy 
Gannon's Screen One drama See Preview, above 
(S) (9183).* 

1030 Match of the Day -the Road to Wembley. 
Highlights of the fifth-round replay between 
Tottenham Hotspur and Nottingham Forest and 
the sixth-round tie between Chelsea and 
Wimbledon (SJ (6491 299). 

11.40 Cricket World Cup. Highlights of the first two 
quarter-finals (SJ (353712). 

12.50 BOB 200 Motels (Frank Zappa & Tony Palmer 
1971 US). Yes, that's right: Zappa and Tony 
Palmer - a heady brew indeed, as they have fun 
with Zappa's touring schedules. Ringo Starr plays 
Zappa, and Keith Moon plays a nun (258749). * 

2.25 Weather (6512010). To 2.30am. 

REGIONS. Nl: 5.00pm Northern Ireland Results. 5.30 
Newsline. 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


6.00 Open University Linkage Mechanisms 
(9962828). 6.25 Maths (9941335). 6.50 
Working with Systems (62 59 793). 7. 1 5 East 
Meets West (592 7847). 7.40 Magnetic Earth 
(4515847). 8.05 Pbetry (5773199). 8.30 
Literature (638692 5). 8.55 Understanding Music 
(6 365422). 9.20 School in Japan (2538489). 

9.45 Information Technology (4794460). 10.20 
Environmental Control in the North Sea 
(1893170). 10.35 Managing Schools 

(932 7847). 1 1.00 The Statistician Strikes Back 
(8996557). 1 1 .25 The Chemistry of Survival 
(6358880). 11.50 Maths (8923373). * 

12.15 Simp ly Priceless (2495460). 

12.20 SHU Pat and Mfte (George Cukor 1952 US). Not 
one of tee best Spencer Tracy/Katharine Hepburn 
vehicles. She's the Ivy League all-round 
sportswoman, he's the cynical promoter who takes 
heron (2419199). 

1.50 BBS A Star Is Bom (George Cukor 1955 US). "A' 
terrible, fascinating orgy of self-pity and cynicism 
according to tee New faker's Pauline Kael, 

Cukor's remake of the 1937 musical is always 
remembered for Judy Garland, although its James 
Mason, as the actor she laves, who rs the real 
presence in this backstage musical to end all 
backstage musicals (73277248). * 

430 Best of Esther (R) (S) (4379 731). 

4.50 The Oprah Winfrey Show (7978737). * 

530TOTP2(S) (672606). 

6.152 Dance: TWo by Dove. The Alvin Aiiey American 
Dance Theatre perform two dances choreographed 
by Ulysses Dove: Vfespers and Dancing on the 
Front Porch of Heaven (SJ (847083). 

7.05 News and Sport; Weather (295922). * 

730 Correspondent The BBC’s East Africa 

Correspondent Roger Hearing on John Wind's 
eight-year investigation into tee murder of his 
daughter, Julie (Then Family Album) (S) 

(252218). * 

8.05 Bookmark. See Preview, above (292625). " 

9.00 Court TV. The US cable station that does nothing 
but transmit court cases. This compilation of recent 
teals includes Joan Collins's recent dust-up with 
Random House (902606). * 

9.50 Francois Truffaut: The Man Who Loved Cinema. 
Charlotte Rampling narrates this tribute to the great 
French film director (713460). 

1030 Befle Epoque. 2/3. Continuing tee Truffaut-scripted, 
posthumously produced drama (S) (581 18). 

12.00 Weatfienriew (6243519). 

12.05 'em Eight Men Out (John Sayies 1988 US). 
Serious-minded recreation of the infamous 1919 
Baseball World Series in which tee Chicago White 
Sox threw games for cash. With John Cusack and 
Charlie Sheen (6725841. * 

2.00 Fast Forward (SJ (2399862J. 

235 Small Objects of Desire (7887328). * 

2 .45 Australian Grand Prix. Live coverage from 
Melbourne (80204226). To 5.05am. 


6.00 GMTV 6.00 News; Weather. 6. 10 Eat Your Wteds. 
6.40 Tom and Jerry Kids. 6.45 Barney and 
Friends. 7.15-3.25 Saturday Disney. Matthew 
Crompton in the Netherlands In a houseboat 
(1504408). 

935 TeJeganticmegavlsHm- How TV weather forecasts 
are put together (2233828). 

2035 Spate (R) (4889828). 

1035 It's Nat Just Saturday. Dannii and Gareth's guests 
are Neighbours starlet Melissa Bell and bay band 
Bpyzone. pushing hard tor Take That's dropped 
mantle (SJ (4187606). 

1130 The Chart Shaw (R) CS) (83151). 

1230 Whizz Kids. Marvel Comics' Star Lee, creator of 
Spiderman (R) (S) (53880). 

1.00 News. Weather (54448460). * 

1.05 Local News, Weather (54447732). * 

1.10 Movies, Games and Videos (6427539). 

1.45 Cartoon Time (95704424). 

2.00 EB9 Carry on Cabby (Gerald Thomas 1963 UK). 
Hattie Jacques, neglected wife of taxi company 
boss Sid James, starts up a rival firm - the all- 
female Glamcabs (1 722 2 8). 

3.45 AimafffR) (806373). 

4.45 News; Sport; Weather (4733248). * 

5.05 London Tonjghtand Sport (292 8442J. 

530 Batman (1547243). 

5.45 Catchphrase (S) (372731). * 

6.15The Shane Ridiie Experience. Tammy Wynette 
and Boyzone are the guests as three couples battle 
it out to get married on TV. See Preview, above (SJ 
(841809). * 

7.05 Barrymore (Including Lottery Result) (SJ 
(764606).* 

8.05 Stars in Their Eyes. People impersonate Phil 
Collins, Seal and Dina Carroll, bless 'em (SJ 
(739731). * 

830 News; National Lottery Update; Weather 
(5282281 * 

9.05 One in a MSfion. Phillip Schofield presents stories 
of incredible coincidence: the lost dog that walked 
1 00 miles to find its way home, and the 
wheelchair mother cured by a bolt of lightning (5) 
(817064). * 

10.05 13m Mortal Sins (Bradford May 1992 US). 
Catholic priest Christopher Reeve hears the 
confession of a serial killer and investigates 
(429925). 

11.50 Pyjama Party. The gi riles’ extra special guest is tee 
pop group Sparks (SJ (984606). 

1.15 Funny Business. Spotitgfrt on Dennis Ftennis and 
the lo vely Donna McPhail (75213). 

1.45 sm In Lowe and War (Paul Aaron 1987 US). 
James Woods is by far the best thing here -as the 
US Navy pilot dawned over Hanoi and catching 
grief from the 'Cong (325768). 

335 God's Gfft (R) (9939861). 

4.20 Live fro m London. Gary Nyman wonders whether 
friends are electric (5256132). 

5.05 Coach (S) (4281 652). To 5.30am. 


6.00 Sesame Street (R) (32083). 

7M Ulysses 31 1 R) (671 70). • . ? 

730 Super Mario Brothers (R) (8550793). : ' 

7.45 Fust Edition (8555248)- . 

&00 Trans Wbrid Sport (70828). ! 

9.00 The Morning Line. Horse racing preview (72199). : 

10.00 Chinese Football. The allegedly vita! end-qf-th*- 
season dash between Shanghai and Tranfm .- *.«• 
(26335). 

1030 NBA. Basketball highlights from the Houston 

Rockets vs the LA Lakers, with Mage Johnson (R) \ 

. . (49199). .. ■' 

ll.OOGazetta Football Itaiia (62625). 

12.00 The Late Late Show (SJ (231 51). 

1230 The Great Maratha (7255460). ’ . 

1235 BBS Cottage to Let (Anthony Asquith 1941 UK). 

. ComedjMhrifler about a Nazi kidnap plot in the : 
Scottish Highlands. I nventor Leslie Banks is the 
target The supporting cast indudes John'MiRs, . - ■ 
Alastair Sim and, making his screen debut, Sinfs 
protegS, 060^^(507596063. * . 

235ChanrH4Rad^fromSandowmThe2.55 
. Barclays Bank Handicap Hindis, the 330 Burnt . 
Oak and SpecSal Cargo Norices 1 Chase, the 4.05 
- SurKf^aTXtelmp^CupHandicapHurdie,and . 
the 4.40 H.M3. Sandown Handicap Chase (8) ' 
(39444373). 

5.05 Brootaide Omntous (S) (4212118). * • • • ..> • 

630 Right to Reply (SJ (373). * 

7.00 A Week to PoTrtics fS) (9002). 

8.00 Hidden Kingdoms Simon Trevor ’s film about the 
life and death struggle of a famityof ground 
hombills in the Tsavo National f^ik, Kenya; was 
five yeare in the making fS) (5422). 

9.00 AufWiedersehen Pet (52861> 

10.00 The Wbrid of Lee Evans. Wortfless- and largely 

mirthless - sketches from the jug-eared comic (R) - 
($) (232170).* • ... 

1035 Blue Light Zone: Subway Cops and the Mde :• 
Ku^s. The first prppa m rne In a season of cop- »'• 
related material, sequel to sutnpom fest, 7he Red 
Ught Zone, teis documentary looks at tee NYPD' 
cops whopdice the 5.000 or so assarted I . . 

crackheads, vagrante, tea homeless and chfldrert . V 
who have settial in the sewers of Manhattan. See 
Preview, above (S) (571880).* 7 

11.05 The Sweeny. A seoirity van is hiiacked in this- 
fairty typical-sounding episode from the 1970s 
(368354). 

12.05 Joyride. Drama. Amotorist Is hijacked and locked 
in his own boot (R) (S) (3778923). 

1230 Soweto FtyngSquaL Another repeat in this , - 
sizzling new season, toflowing the dangerous police 
work In SA's largest black township (R) ■ ■ ' 
(4059039). * 

130 BBS Rock 'll* Roil Cop (Che Kirk Wong 1994.HK), 
Cop pursues triad gang leader into mainland China 
in martial arts movie with cultural echoes tor 
1997-watchers (713671). .. 

3.00 The Girite Show (R) (SJ 09343J6J. to 3.50am. • 


jtelandnnw»^423o^Mftfca Games and VMbos 
(53880). LlO AffWOtf (7224921), EeaQuest 
OSV a 72 4S9J.330«3boCop {50602291 1L50 
FteFMMgfl tDlheVOr%(20270335X ZOOamPy- 
}OTnaRarg'fl6^259Ql3.05aranVSp«vt5 Ossies 

. (42257223X 325am Rrraqr Business (532 0381L 
--4JttenHsN«^lrorriai'GfaBtol9% (67398611 . 
.. £LdO530ton WactatOead cr/*er5730QL 
TYXEISVnreSWE A ' 

Aslrndano«^12JOpmMocfc6.GamesandVtt<B ' 
^3S801UO TtK FisripOon Cfassc HpcseStew 
(S040443J. U55 Ittit Chartey and ihe Angel 
‘(79SS7159.5JO / SnKM'nne(39GQB2S.}brks: 
ScoteBne 09608281^1130 ffct Whoops Apoca- 
‘ lypse (246660)- 130am Hx«V adne5s‘15I7l0l 
'ZOOmPfixm Rvtr (2393687) 225am Wr of 
< the Worlds (7357741 440m Coach 07944045). 
440i3paqi Qia tftt Musk; £732JI2fi3L7. 

•cams.'.- ': x - * . ’.v •; ■ 

fclin*riecepfcl230piH^^ IM 

The MirrisiasTbday(426278ZaJ. 2i05 Warner Etoth- 
as Cartoonf302Q50&a 230 BgtxrCOp 0413280. 

. 320A^(H770^4J5tiE^te5lM*(352m 
aiOCWrf Mat*-Gcai&D*ar39e0828l U45 
Pyjama J^rty'0877J3L 110am Funv Bushes 
(7755045). h tore and V\fer(3i 649?). 

330am Gods m- 0578010, 4J0an JoOhder 
(420E5G5). 520630m Asian ^(8232565). . 

HN * " .-. • '• " - • • • r ; 

As tendon ocept’ 1230pm The Munster Today 
(5388C4 WO CaWinTn»{53053070J. 145 R±o- 
Op (B93809). 248 Thunder in Perirtea 0174831 
•ll^OfteftraMdltstteKinB (202703351 EflOero. 
Pyjama Rariy. (2353862). 335am Business. 
07562671) 350aroiTVSpatsCte®isa8S522a 
4J0am Hwefen tancnai Thatrton 1995I5739S62J. 
5J00530am VWrilaid Deodor AlreT5730O.; 
wwiniv •. '• •_ ' ‘ ■ •" * 

Asteivtaiea^lZ^OpmMcM^GamBsandVMeas" 
I5388Q). UO l»re(SndorilHnffl8OT3&a 25&Nih 
waff (34989771 350 ftobcCop (50601291.1130 Rkn 
R*T^fathgKfagCB27D33Sl Z.O&»nPijarmRr- 
iyl235386JX32am fan/ Btehes©7E6267U g. 
- 390mW/3cxtisOae&sQ8B2S229)4MmHatai& 
tan lonitiy iTriathton 1995 <67399531 5jD»530mt 
ftresaeen (B790B1 

nEOToetrer - . 

JtelmlopeBMpfc 1230pniWQwe3. Games arU M decs 
(538801 OO Ffc Sbnt* FW*er(98675354l 2J55 
n^rt Rder (1498977) 330 ttwoff (3060129). 
ILSOFfct Rgandtotfia NngG027Q335).2JXtm 
: Pyjama Party (43328551: 2S0am TTV Sports CbB- 
SSC85S529A 3iSem fixvy Buwwss (53203821 
4ICbm Hawasrkcnriao'Bfathlbn^ 1995(6739861) 
SX»630am Wtriud .Dead orM« \<5730CB. 

.sc- . . ;• : •. .* . j * ; : . ., 

As (Aocept IlDOam The Fteuaders (62625) 
1230pm Board StupU 17235460.235 Channel 
4 RadHg(39444373L 630FtaHyoaks (373) 730 - 
, N»w (925868L 7i5 Hafcih YhYGwaed (3282 7ty. 
835HdSliaeon(62224» BASTtagN^nartif Caryl 
(654847).. 935 .Eleven. Men Against Eleven 
(1478335). 1230am Soweto Flying Squad 
(40590391 L20am . Rfcifc' Roqk;.W Rofl Cop 
(7070451 3J0533Otim The GirfeSbowfl 0624031 


Radio 


Satellite 


Radiol 

197.6-35 3UKz FBU 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 1230 Danny Baker 
230 Jo Whitey 5.00 John Peet 

7.00 Lovegroove Dance Party 
with Danny Rampling 9.00 Radio 
1 Rap Show 12.00 Essential Min: 
Pete Ward man 2.00 Annie 
Nightingale's Chili Out Zone 

4.00-7. 00am lynn Parsons 

Radio 2 

(?.*■«] 3flfc RAJ 

6.00am Mo Dutta 605 Brian 
triatthew 10.00 Vanessa FeOz 1230 
Hayes on Saturday 130 The Queen 
of Romance 2.00 Martin Kefrw on 
1 Saturday 4.00 Nk* Barradough 
530 Ctannad in Concert 6.00 The 
Dick James Story 730 The Stay Be- 
hind... Jesus Ctflia Superstar 730 
Jesus Christ Supesstat See Gtoffle 
920 David Jacobs 1030 Sheridan 
Money 1235 Charles Neve 4.00- 
7.00am Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

attsmim 
7.00am Record Renew. 

9.00 Building a Library. David 
Benedict embarks on a survey 
of music by Stephen Sondheim. 

10.J5 Record Release Tartrni: Vio- 
lin Concerto In A. Kuhnau: Bibli- 
cal Sonata No 2; The 
melancholy of Saul assuaged by 
means of music. Biber-. Sonata 
No 8 a 5 m G. Bach: Cantata 
No 4: Christ fag in Todestendea 

11.15 Reissues. 

12.00 Private Passions. Michael 
Berkeley talks to the Canadian 
writer, historian and journarist 
Michael t goatish about his fa- 
vorite musical moments. 

1.00 News; Cold War: Hot Sd- 
ence. Georgina Ferry meets tee 

scientific pioneers working in 
Britain m the Fifties who start- 
ed to unlock the secrets of 
deep space. t2/4). 

1.20 Vintage Years. Richard wig- 
more explores the life of coun- 
tertenor Alfred Oef/er. 11/31. 
320 The Classical AcCQtdkn Oaen 
Murray [accordion). Messiaen: 
Jesus accapSe la souflrance; Las 
Angas. John McLeod Gathering 
Clouds. Prayer tor Peace-, Afler- 
math. Nigaf Clarka On tea Win© 
of tee Wind Vasrly Zotoanw 
MmsKte at Court: Afesteeflfca's 
Si^G. TheClown Plays tee 
Meiodion; The Bsrtef Organ P •^y- 
er (ram Dussetdarf; March of tea 
Toy Soldiere. 11/3). See Cto«. 

4.05 The BBC Orchestras. BBC 
Scottish Symphony Orchestra/ 
Carl Davrs. Bernstnn: 5u«e; On 



Choice 


Owen Murray spearheads the 
advance of The Classical Accordion 
(3.20pm R3), with selections from 
Messiaen's great organ cycle La 
Nativite - wizard wheeze, eh? Also 
a potential wizard wheeze (left)-. 
Julian Clary as Herod in a new 
recording of Jesus Christ Superstar 
(7.30pm R2), with Roger Daltry 
and Tony Hadley. 


tee Waterfront. Prokofiev: Suite: 
Lieutenant Kije. Shostakovitch: 
Incidental music: King Lear. 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests 

5.45 Music Matters. Ivan Hewett 

reports on the Opera Comiqire 
version of Schubert’s song cy- 
i cl* VW/jfe/rerse. 

] E30 Nikolai Demidenfco (piano). 

Schumann: Rapillor.s, Op 2: 

1 Des Abends; Aufschwung. 
Beethoven, ah Liszt: Sonata in 
AffaLOpHO. 

730 Ins. Live from tee Teatra 
dell' Opera. Rome, fyiascagni’s 
tragic vensmo opera. Cast in- 
cludes Nicolai Ghiaurov, bass 
(II Cieco). Pamela Dessi. sopra- 
no (Iris). Rome Opera Chorus 
and OrchestratiijnJijigi Geirnet- 
ti. An 1. (825-8.45 The Cav- 
alidia Man.) Act Z. (9.00-930 
Italian Encounters.) Act 3. 

1030 Best Words. Michael 
I Rosen introduces the latest 
[ news from the wortd of poetry. 

[ 11.00 Kathryn Stott (piano), 
j Chopin: Ballades in G minor, 

Op 23 NO 1; to r. Op 38 No 2. 

1130 Five from the Fifties. 

11 35- 1.00am Cambean Jazz 
Project A group led By Cuban 
alto saxophone* ftJterito 
D'Rivera and two founding 
members cf Spyro Gyre. Dave 
Samuels and Andy Narelf. 
Recorded at tee Blue Note 
CluO, New Yori . 

5.5 5-7. 00am Open University 

1 Radio 4 

I «M4.9BvrHEafcU» 

I 6.00am News Snefing. 

6.10 Farming Todax 

6.50 Prayer tor tea Day. 

6.55 Weather. 

7.00 Today. 

8.58 Weather. 

9.00 (FMJ News. 

9.00 OW) Cncket World Cup. Live 
coverage of tee second quarter- 
final front Bangalore. India. 

9.05 (FMJ Spcrt on 4. 

9.30 (FM) Breakaway. 

10.00 (FM) News: Loose Ends. 


11.00 (FM) News: The Week p 
W estminster. 

1130 (PM) EurophjJe. David 
Walter presents a profile of 
Latvia's Joachim Siegenst, one 
of the strangest politicians to 
emerge from tee Baltic states. 

12.00 Money Box 

1235 Just a Minute. 

1235 Weather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 fFM) Any Guesbons? 
Jonatear Dimblet/s guests are 
F>eter Hain MR Labour whip: 
Patnoa Hewitt. Deputy Chair. 
Cammissicn an Saoal Justice; 
Teresa Goman MP. and Times 
columnist &mtyi Jenkins. 

1.10 ttW) Cricket Vtorid Cup. 

1.55 Shipping Forecast. 

2.00 (FM) News: Any Answers? 

2.00 (LW) Cricket VJcrtd Cup. 

230 (FM) Saturday Playhouse: 

The Sheffield Picasso. Reflec- 
tive drama Dy David Sheas try 
pased on Pablo Picasso's visa 
to Sheffield in 1 950 to attend 
a Wtortd Peace Conference. 

With Dinner Pierre as ftcassa. 

4.00 (FM) News; That's Histom. 

430 (FM) Science New. 

5.00 File on 4. 

5.40 Leders from tn? Green Ram. 
Sheila Sseafel reads from her 
reminccencs of life m LA. t3-*4i. 

5.50 Shipping Forecast. 

5.55 Weather. 

6.00 Six O'clock. News. 

635 'Week Ending. 

6.50 Pastcard from Gctfiarr. 

730 KaJeidcscoce Feature Rsui 

ttier. talks to Sebastian 2am/ 
whe has created a new dra- 
matic poetry m plays li L e tee 
jwartf-wnnng The Stewav r J 
Christendom. 

730 Saturday Nigh; Theatre- A 
Ra& ng Fury. Chnswpner Rea- 
son's drama revolves around a 
Myflwd fantasy m which A)e« 
dreams h-s fatter is tee real- 
life Captain Hurncase Later, 
wrth the Guff Wa' locming. ms 
rather suffers a strews, aid tee 
trayma of his ch»'dhood re- 
turns. With Jarre Aubrey. 


930 Music in Mma. 

9.50 Ten !o Ten. 

939 Weather. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 An Unfortunate Turn of 
Evens. John Howard knits at 
how the multi-million pound 
iaunch of the new soap powder 
Pereil Power was scuppered 
when mats revealed teat in 
certain conditions it could rat 
your cictees. (1/6). 

1030 Take the N^hL A meditation 
cr. tee peat and private (r«s of 
Roy Otiison Pv Neil McKay. 
12-00 News. 

1230 The Late Stcry: Jasonland 
ty Dawn L we- Watson. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 

I. 00am As World Service. 

Radio 5 

Czl 33-ttVni 

6.05am Dirty T3dde 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 935 weekend 
,y2\ Kershaw and Wmttafcer 

II. 05 Tcp Gear 2135 Crime 
Desk' 12.00 Midday Edition 120.5 
SccrtscaH 1.05 Spcrt on Five 6.06 
Sa-C-Sn 735 5tnjght Up 8.05 
The Sax 835 Daityn on Saturday 

10.05 Tne Treatment 11J)0 Night 
Ecra 12.05 After Hours 2 JS 
Australtan Fcrmula 1 Grand Pnx 

5. 00- 6- 05am Mcming Reports 

Classic FM 

TSi-lKJBcar. 

6J)05btt Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
dCAT 12.00 Gardening Forum 1.00 
Alan Mar.r. 3.00 The Saturday W- 
tEm a cve 6.00 Qassx America 7.00 
The Vfcry Oaera Season, ponnab: 
La me du regmerc With Jean 
Suteertard. Luciano Pavarotti, Or- 
chestra et the ftj/ai Opera House. 

Ganterv’Richard Bcnyngp. 

10.00 Class: Sue 12J30 Andre 
Leer: 4-00 CouTCdoon 5.00- 
6.00am f.Tcteel Fanstone 

Virgifl Radio 

\~.i, "jr-izatWIB* ISiWttlFlIJ 

6.00am Jar.ey Lee Grace 8.00 
Russ 2n3 Jcroo 10.00 FUehaid 
Srjn~er 2-00 Marl. Forres: 6.00 
Mtcn JcnTscn 10.00 fioOin Banks 

2.00- 6 J30am Howard Raarce 

World Service 

-ri; 

l.OOam Wond News 1.10 Press 
Renew 1.15 Cnanuaons 130 
rrer. Cix&rmCcrrespOriitert; 130 
Wto Cr 2.00 News*? 2.30 The 
td Stewart Stew 3.00 VHbrH Nwa 

3.1 5 Spats Roundup 330 Fsurth 
estate 3AS SciefKe View 330 

430 Ncrtdesk 430 
start Story 4 A3 Generator: X 530 
7<ejvsd3y 530 !n ftpise of God 


SXYOfE 

7.00am Undun ( 718712 1 1 0.00 
Ghoul- Lasted (47031557). 1U45 
The Parted Family (2472002). 

12.00 WWF (90335). 1.00 The Hit 
Ma ( 50593 J. 2.00 The Adventures of 
Brisco County Jun or (70170) 3.00 
One West WaiWkj (28462). 4.00 
Rung Fu, the Legend Continues 
(25557) 500 Mysterious (slate 
(7539) 6.00 WWF (29847) 7.00 
Sliders (60 J J 8). 8.00 Unsolved Mys- 
teries (46533). 9.00 Cops I (14441) 
930 Cops I) (91064) 10.00 Dream 
On (84286). 1030 Revelations 
(60606). 11.00 The Movie Show 
(26286). 1130 Forever Knrghf 
(68034) 1230 WKRP in Oncinnab 
(41132) 1.00 Saturday Night Live 
(25 3001. 2.00-6-OQam Hit Mix Long 
Play (1425749). 

SKTifOHES 

6.00an Pntte and Prejudice (1940) 
(74731) 8.00 The Girl Most Italy 
(1957) (61422). 1030 Susfifire 
Moon (1987) (156441. 12.00 Walk- 
ing Thunder (19931 (84373). 2.00 
Flipper (1953) (97606). 330 The 
Slipper and the Rase (1976) 
IB66S09). 600 Prelude to a Kiss 
< 1992). Romantic comedy starring 
Alec Satowin and Meg Ryan (3 0977) 

8.00 Fearless (1993). Drama starring 
Jeff Bridges and Rosie Rare? 05422 2. 

10.00 A Perfect Wbrid 1 1993). Dra- 
ma staffing Kevin Costner and Clmt 
Easteood (92805996). 1230 Holly- 
wood Dreams (1992) (5354294). 

1.50 Beyond Obsession (1993) 
(943565J. 330-6. OOam High Lone- 
some [19941 (6232291. 

MneGBMKL 

6.00am No Dessert Dad. 'hi You 
Mow the Lawn (1993) (59989538). 
7.45 Breakout (1984) (3237/5/J. 
900 Siach (slate (1979) (34575). 
1030 war cf Deception (1994) 
(13286). 12.00 Bitter Springs 
11950) (82915). 2.00 Stand Up and 
Cheer <29341 (59668801. 3.15 liffte 
Miss Broadway (1938) (7458557) 
430 No DssMrt Dad, til tou mow 
the Lawn 1 1993} (66064). 6-00 
Look Who's Talking Now (1993) 
Comedy tawing John Travtaa ate 
Kirstie Alley (61847). 8.00 The Fugi- 
tive (1993). Adventure starrmg Ham- 
son Ford and Tommy Lee Jones 
(59344JJ. 1030 Color of Night 
(1994) Thrifler starring Bruce Wilfis 
ate Jane March (40819625). 1235 
Strapped ft 993? (8718901. 230 If 
Someone Had Krcnm (1995) 
(394251). 335-6.00am Save the 
Tiger (1973) (173 J 7126) 

SOrtKUESGOU) . 

4 JIOpm The Seven V fear Itch <1955} 
(7373). 6.00 Tire Moose That Roared 


(1959). Peter Sefieis stars as Prime 
Minister of the tiny Dochy of Grate 
Fenwick, a setf-gjveming state which 
declares war on the United States, to 
the betid that Using a war will lead to 
an economic boom (45847) 800 
Tvro of a Kind (1983). Musical come- 
dy starring John Travolta ate 0«via - 
Newton- John (1 7064). 10.00 Satur- 
day Night Fewar (1977). Classic disco 
movie starring John Travota and 
Karen Lynn Gomey (45619286) 

12.05 Staying Atore (1983) 

(293126) lj45-335am The Exorctet 
III (1990) (8553161 

UK COLD 

7.00am Give Us a a* (2652539). 
730 Going for Goto (7618644) 

735 The Sufltons Omnibus 
(30260880) 10.00 Bergerac 
( 7707688) 11-00 Classic Sport - 
(1107444) 1200 Neighbours 
(795809771 2.15 EastEndere 
08421248). 500 Tilt Death Us Do 
Part (2267441) 535 Fait and Rise ' 
of Regmafcf Pf*rtn (722044V. 6.10 
Comrade Dad (6724793) 6A5 It 
Airft Half Hot, Mnm (36883351 
730 The Upchat Connection 
(2106373). 7-50 Bread / 6795977 X 
830 CcJditz 089547931 9-35 
Tenko (672228801 10 j<W FBm: Bat- 
tie of the River Ptate (90024489) 
1230 Puttie Eye (B6142403) 135- 
7.00am axippir® (34710861) . 

snrspoms ; 

6JWam Cricket Wbrid Cup: Quarter 
And 1 (4196128) 1230 Cricket 
Vfijrtd Cup: Charter Fmd 2 - Live 
(7524625). 530 Gillette Wbrid Sport 
Special (71 18). 530 FiflDoi Uuntfal 
(6731). 600 FA Cup Sixth Round 
Special (74335). 830 Big Time Box- 
ing; Steve Coffins v Nevffle Brown 
(148915) 1030 Hold the Back Page 
049961-1130 Wbrid Cup Cricket 
(332487 130-330em Eg Tune . 
Boxing C3SBS5J. 

SO SPOUTS 2 

730am Soccer AM (5518793) 

I 11.00 WWF (7242335). 12,00 
Sports Saturday (3791828). 530 
Opposite Lock (75271 52J. 730 
Orictet Wbrid Cup fj 267644H 930 
Ford Scorpio Got! USA: Honda Classic 
- live (3772083) 11.00 Opposite 
Lock (7918977) 12304JJ0am fi* 
boiMundlaf (56200451 

i «n 

9.00am AM Lire ULOOThe Fashion 
Show 1 1.00 Vitfeo Box 130 T}ie ■ 
week in Review 2.00 Sports Uv& 

6.00 Best of Buajn* 830 SftoWtfe 
i Live 930 Tne Fashion Show 93d 
[ Video Sox 10.00 Stand-Up. live - 

11.00 The Sex Shew mm stand- . 
Up Uve 1230 The Ssi Show LOO- 

I 9.00am f&gfc ktotps- - ; 
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